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MOST FILM COS. 


TO TOP 4 
PROFITS 


Ample support for the industry- 
wide belief that the panic is over 
for the U. S. film business came 
through this week in a series of 
earnings disclosures which dra- 
matically piled up the evidence. 
From the looks of things now, most 
of the majors will show higher 
profits in fiscal ’49 than they did 
in ’48, If the trend holds, the total 
net for the present year should be 
the third largest in the history of 
the industry, substantially better- 


ing the’ estimated $60,000,000 
earned in 1948. 
Current sales receipts, as evi- 


denced, by figures on grosses, are 
sticking to a level established last 
year. These grosses are some 7° 
lower than the near-peak returns 
registered in 1947 following the 
decline from the 1946 all-time 
high. _ But bigger gravy in the 
way of net profits is showing up, 
execs widely indicate, because the 
full benefit of production cost re- 


adjustments are at last taking 
hold. 

_All the companies have now 
liquidated that costly product 


turned out in ’46 when the sky was 
the limit on the amount of coin 
which could be spent on a picture. 
In some instances, these films 
failed to pay off at the boxoffice 
and the losses which had to be 
written off have held down the 
net. Process, however, now seems 
to be ending as evidenced by re- 
ports just aired. 

Metro, for instance, which came 

(Continued on page 55) 


TV a Fulltime Job, 
Doubling Too Tough, 
Performers Find Out 


_ Performers are finding that tele- 
Vision is « fulltime job and those 
that have been doubling from the- 
atres into radio and video are find- 
ing the strain too great. 

_ The toll of performers in video 
ls already impressive. For exam- 
ple, Arthur Godfrey had to bow 
out of his recent date at the Capi- 
tol, N. Y.. when he found he 
couldn’t keep up the pace between 
theatres, radio and TV. Milton 
Berle similarly found himself au- 
ditioning for a nervous breakdown 
In flitting between radio and video, 
and took a month off to retrieve 
his breath. Paul Winchell also 
earned that working the Bigelow 
television show, the Jane Pickens 
airshow as well as Radio City Mu- 
tin Hall was instrumental in set- 
H 8 a pace he couldn't maintain. 
© quit the Music Hall. 
es hil Silvers, who bowed out of 

e Arrow show last week, will 
Stick to his legit chores in “High 
— Shoes” inasmuch as_ in 

orking both displays he couldn't 

© justice to them. 
he strain is especially great on 
(Continued on page 55) 





N. Y.’s Tele-Catessen 


Now New York has a tele-cates- 
|sen. Video Cafe, which had been 
operating as a restaurant for two 
months without TV, reopened 
Thursday (24) featuring corned 
beef and pastrami sandwiches and 
a 27-by-36-inch projection screen. 


The West 48th street eatery was, 


inspired by boom in daytime tele. 





Mayer Renewal 
At M-G Calls For 
Pay, Bonus Slash 


Louis B. Mayer will renew his 
ticket with Metro for another five 
years as the result of an agreement 
reached by the studio chief with 
prexy Nicholas M. Schenck at the 
latter’s Miami Beach home two 
weeks ago. Mayer’s new deal, 
however, it’s understood, will call 
for a considerable cut in his pres- 
ent salary and bonus. 

Production chief's current pact 
is due to expire next Aug. 31: That 
it would be renewed was indicated 
at the sessions of Metro sales execs 
on the Coast 
Mayer announced his health was 
never bettey and that he expected 
“to continue as head of the studio 
as long as Mr. Schenck remains at 
the head of our company.” 

Agreement with Schenck on 

(Continued on page 55) 


Harsh Discipline Of 
Legit Held Best For 
Video - Tony Miner 





By NAT KAHN 
The harsh discipline of the 
Pe ln theatre is the best 
|schooling for television. Both 


from the performer standpoint as 
well as the producer and director. 
That's a fairly conglomerate and 
growing opinion in the new me- 
dium. Producers, directors, per- 
formers—at least those who have 
been in the theatre—are finding 
that out to their increasing satis- 
faction. 

Worthington (Tony) Miner, a 
former name director for the 
Broadway stage, but more recent- 
ly a top producer and director for 
CBS television, lends his voice em- 
phatically to that opinion. 

“Theatre background is so im- 
portant in tele because of the ne- 
cessity of a sustained perform- 
ance.” Miner points up. But in 
radio and pictures, he adds, be- 


cause of their methods of produc- | 


tion, sustained performances aren't 
necessary. “In radio, you don’t 
have to memorize a script. In pic- 
tures you work in takes,” he 
stresses. 

Producer-director of “Studio 
One.” one of TV's first prestige 
programs, and more recently asso- 
ciated in the production of the top- 
rated “The Goldbergs,” Miner be- 
lieves it is so-much easier for a 

(Continued on page 34) 


in February, when | 





BIBLE BIZ HELPS "eter Storm Nor Rain— 


THAW OUT FINN 
FILM COIN 


Bibles are putting the heat un- 


ider U. S. film companies’ frozen 


| plane on a little intercoastal canal 
{island enroute from Houston. 


| coin in Finland. Holy Testaments, | 


| printed in the tiny Baltic country 
| and sold in America, have served 
to thaw all the Yank picture re- 
|ceipts that have been 
freeze there since the end of the 
war. In addition, companies are 
operating on a completely liquid 
basis currently via the Sterno-izing 
provided by the Bibles. 

Deal is only one of dozens of odd 

methods the film firms are using 
to unleash monies blocked overseas 
by shortages of dollar exchange. 
Surprising amounts of currency 
are being received in this country 
via Yankee ingenuity in finding 
paths that pay off. All the methods 
are legal, since any remittance re- 
‘quires a license from the govern- 
ment concerned, although the ex- 
tent of some of the ingenuity ex- 
hibited is undoubtedly a surprise 
to many foreign officials, 

American firms have become 
partners in literally dozens of busi- 
|nesses from lumber to the Bibles 
as result of efforts to convert 
frozen currencies into dollars. In 
many other cases, where it is ab- 
| solutely impossible to get money 
out, the Yank companies have be- 
come owners of local real estate 
and industries of every description. 

Bible deal is probably the most 
|/unusual. It is believed to have re- 
sulted in thawing of about $250,000 
to date. Oddly enough, it was not 
one that the U. S. industry thought 
up, but one that came to it in the 


(Continued on page 46) 


Ballantine Now Has 
Yanks, A’s and Phillies 


Philadelphia, March 29. 

Ballantine’s Ale, already signed 
to sponsor the N. Y. Yankees this 
year on television, also bought 
| rights this week to both the Phila- 
delphia Phillies and Athletics 
games, which will be carried lo- 
cally over Philly TV stations. With 
three major league ciubs, Ballan- 
tine’s thus becomes the heaviest 
| tele baseball bankrolier. 
| Agency for the brewery firm is 
J. Waiter Thompson. 














Giving Self Away 


Bill Todman, producer of the 
brace of CBS giveaways, “Win- 


ner Take All” and “Hit the 
Jackpot,” was crossing the 
street last week, his arms 


laden with giveaway pots and 
pans which he was carrying 
into the Columbia studio. Tod- 
man dropped one as Goodman 
Ace was passing. 

Cracked Ace: “Pardon me, 
Bill, but you just dropped your 
script.” 


in deep | 


| 


Corpus Christi, March 29. 
andleader Floyd Tillman flew, 
waded for five hours and rode 120 
miles in a taxicab to keep a date 
here. 
Tillman cracked up his private 


He 
waded shallow water until a tug- 
boat picked him up and took him 
to Sargent. There he caught the 
cab. 

Changing clothes. which he had 
brought along in the cab, he ar- 
rived only a few minutes late for 
his engagement at a local niter) 
spot. 

His band, which made the trip 
by bus, was waiting for him. 


Radio Set Sales 
Seen 50%, Off In 
‘49; Offset by TV 





STLFREGULATION 
PLANNED ALA PIX 


Public Acceptance Will 
Be Keynote of ‘Good 
Taste’ Via TV 





Disturbed at the steadily-grow- 
ing demands of state and certain 
municipality censors to set them- 
selves up as television program 
arbiters, TV broadcasters feel the 
time has arrived to put their own 
house in order 

Networks and station operators 
realize that it’s only the newness 
of their medium that has kept the 
bluenoses from butting in so far. 
As a result, they are launching a 
concerted drive to eliminate an) 
taint of censorable material from 
shows that might provide a pretext 





Washington, March 29. 

A considerable decline in radio 
set production with an-offsetting 
increase in television receiver out- 
put was forecast for 1949 yester- 
day (28) by the Commerce Dept. 
The agency said that a maximum 
of 10,000,000 radio sets, a drop of 
50% from 1948, is all that may 
be expected, but estimated that 
video sales may bring the dollar 
volume to the $1,200,000,000 figure 
achieved last year. 

Department based its forecast 
of reduced receiver sales to filling 


|of radio set demand, reduced busi- 


{ 


ness in console units because of 
the record player “confusion,” and 
a falling off in radio sales “in one 
geographi. area after another as 
television becomes available.” 


In a report by James B. Forman 
and Charles P. Redick of the Of- 
fice of Domestic Commerce on the 
effect of television and FM on 
the radio industry, the department 
said that if the manufacturers at- 
tain their objective of producing 


| 2,000,000 video sets this year, dol- 


| value of radio sets. 


lar income from this product will 
“quite possibly” exceed the retail 
“This would 
be a remarkable aclrievement for 
the -industry in its fourth year of 
(Continued on page 46) 


Benny to Disk April 10 
Air Show So He Can M.C. 
N.Y. Heart Fund Benefit 


Hollywood, March 29. 
For first time in-his 17 years on 





ithe air Jack Benny will broadcast 
a show on a record. 


He cuts the 
April 10 program tonight (Tues.) 





'so he can be in N. Y. April 6 to) 


/emcee the Heart Fund. gala at the 
| Copacabana nitery. 

Barbara Stanwyck will be the 
|guest on the transcribed show. 
Benny will spend 10 days in N. Y. 


for outside meddling. 

Most of the industry onficials be- 
lieve that TV is still too new for 
the formulation of any standard 
code of ethics—that they've hardly 
scratched the surface of program- 
ming techniques, and so any code 
set up now might prove worthless 
in a few years. But, with state 
and local boards in Pennsylvania 
and Ohio already trying to shove 
through legislation that would give 
them jurisdiction over tele shows, 

(Continued on page 2) 





Oscared ‘Buttons’ Top 
1948 Commercial Tune 


With 3,000,000 Disks 


Hollywood. March 29. 

“Buttons and Bows,” acclaimed 
by the film indusiry as the Best 
Original Song in the 1948 Academy 
Award contest, put songwriters Ray 
Evans and Jay Livingston. at the 
top of the music ladder in more 
ways than one. Together with their 
Oscars from the.Academy, tune- 
smiths have $24,000 each thus far 
from the novelty ditty plus the 
knowledge that their song was the 
top-hit commercial number of the 
year, their second in a couple of 
years. It sold approximately 3,- 
000,000 records — halt of them 
Dinah Shore’s Columbia version 
which turned out to be a smashing 
comeback disk for the chirp—and 
650,000 sheet copies. 

It was also a great personal 
triumph for the writers, for the 
chore was their first opportunity to 
do more than menial music stints 
at Paramount, and they won the 
chance only because one of those 
routine jobs turned out to be the 
‘smash hit “To Each His Own.” 

Evans and Livingston have been 
at Paramount three-and-one-half 
years. They came on the lot at 
| $200 a week apiece and were given 
the job of turning out tunes- bear- 
ing the titles of Paramount films 
as a means of grabbing extra bal- 

(Continued on page 55) 
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TV's Fine But Has 


Go Before the Big Comics Join Up, | 
Say Groucho, Fibber & Molly, Cantor, 


Hollywood, March 29. + 
“We get lots of live television oui 
here in Hollywood, but it consists 


mostly of girls talking through 
dummies; animals pretending 


they're people; round table discus- 
sions by squareheads; hordes of 
stunted looking professional kids 
who look suspiciously like midgets; 
amateur boxing by professionals; 
and farm reports by a local Titus 
Moody. But the big league stuff 
is all Kinescope.” That’s thie 
opinion of Groucho Marx. 

And, just as Marx believes that 
television is not yet ready for the 
big-name comedians, other comics, 
such as Eddie Cantor and Fibber 
McGee & Molly (Jim and Marion 
Jordan), believe they’ll sit out the 
new medium for awhile. Cantor 
thinks the present TV audience is 
still far too small to entice the top 
entertainers. When the time is 
ripe for their entry, he thinks it 
will take far more money and pro- 
gram preparation than tele is now 
able to afford. 

The Jordans admit frankly they 
are scared of video and so don't 
want to do TV shows until they’re 
forced into them. In addition, they 
believe thaf tele will mean more to 
comparatively unknow talent than 
to the established performers, be- 
eause TV has a far greater propen- 
sity for star-making. 

Marx continues: 

“Kinescope is unquestionably a 
wonderful device but I don’t think 
at present it’s the ideal method of 
transmitting entertainment unless 
you prefer your people headless. A 
dancing couple, for example, will 
be clearly seen, their feet tapping 
in unison, their knees in perfect 
rhythm, and up to and including 
the neck a thing of syncopated 
beauty. From the neck up, how- 
ever, a milky white substance en- 
velopes them and until the MC, 
who also is minus a head, appears 
and informs you who the dancing 
team are their identity is as much 
a secret as though you were reclin- 
ing in a tomb in Egypt. 

“Despite all this, with bloodshot 
eves I watch this ogre night after 
night, bored but nevertheless fas- 
cinated by its potentialities. How 
long can I survive on radio against 
this new monster? When will I 
become a public charge? Long be- 
fore midnight this quivering and 
erratic entertainment signs off and 
in a semi-stupor I grope my way to 
my bedroom where the butler feeds 
me a double seconal, places ice 
packs on my eyes and until I fall 
asleep chants over and over the im- 
mortal words of George M. Cohan. 
“Don’t worry, Kid, the only thing 
that will keep the average Ameri- 
can at home is a dame.” Thus 
reassured I fall into a deep slum- 
ber broken by a violent nightmare, 
excessive sweating and an uncon- 
trollable desire to jump out of the 
window.” 

Eddie Cantor In Re: Big Names 

Want to know what I think about 
television? I think it’s going to be 
fine. But I think the only way one 
can see a TV show is to have a 
set. Right now, in this great big 
United States of ours I do not be- 
lieve there are more than 1,200,000 
sets. If there were five viewers for 
each set you have an audience of 
6.000.000. Is that good? I believe 
it might be very intimate for 
Jascha Heifetz to play his violin in 
a room with 20 people, but that 

(Continued on page 53) 


a Long Way To 











Hope’s Itinerary | 


Hollywood, March 29. 
Bob Hope and troupe take off 
after his April 19 broadcast for 
tour of 16 cities and 13 states. 
They open either in San Diego 
or College Station, Texas, April 20, | 
and have booked 20 other dates, | 
which will keep them on road until 
May 2. 








355th WEEK! 

3.630 Performances 

All-time long run record 
iegitimate theatre. 


KEN MURRAY’S 


in the 


JAN. TAXES SHOW BO. er cettASKOUTS,2F, 18", cus 


UP OVER PREVIOUS MO. 


Washington, March 29. | 

January boxoffice tax figures | 
bounced like a rubber ball, better- 
ing the figures for the preceding 
month and also for January, 1948, 


released past week by the Bureau | 


of Internal Revenue. 

The February admissions 
bite, which generally reflects Jan- 
uary’s turnstile music, was $26,907,- 
384. Previous month the figure 
was $25,766,798, and a year ago it 
was $25,410,738. General estimates 
here are that nearly 80% of the 
figures come from motion pictures. 

Even nitery biz was improved. 
The February excise collection of 
20° of the tabs amounted to $4.,- 
125.027, nearly a million dollars 
better than the previous month 
and slightly above the February, 
1948, collections. 

Third Internal Revenue District 
of New York—all of Manhattan 
above 23d street—turned in a very 
good $5,084,503 for January’s box- 
office. This, however, was a little 
under the fine $5,651,000 of the 
preceding month. Nitery biz in 
January ran slightly ahead of the 
month before. 





Lawson Raps H’wood, 
If That’s Any News 


Hollywood received a drubbing 
at the Mass Communications Panel 
held at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, 
N. Y.. Saturday (26) under auspi- 
ces of the Cultural and Scientific 
Conference for World Peace. 
Speaking on “The Effect of the 
Cold War on the Film,” John How- 
ard Lawson charged it was hardly 
necessary to emphasize the fact 
that the “quality of American 
films has declined during the past 
two years.” 

Russian delegate S. A. Gerasi-| 
mov took up the cudgel laid down. 
by Lawson. Introduced as a “film. 
writer, producer and director,” he) 
rapped the U. S. film industry 
without mentioning it specifically 
by name. “You all know in what, 
movies people are killed like flies,” 
he said, and as a contrast, added | 
that “our ‘the Soviet’s) concep- | 
tion of life is not one of destruc- 
tion or violence.” 


} 
| 





Hurt in Gun Accident 
Hollywood, March 29. 
Joan Evans, teen-age star of 
Samuel Goldwyn’s “Roseanna Mc- 
Coy,” has been hospitalized as a 
result of a gunshot wound suf- 
fered during lensing on Sonora lo- 
cation when gun carried by Farley 
Granger accidentally discharged. 
She was wounded in the left 
wrist and forearm. 
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And now in world-wide release 


“BILL AND COO” 
Ken Murray’s 
Academy Award Film 








Bergman Bathroom Only 


according to admissions tax totals | 


Concrete Fact So Far In 
Rossellini Film Setup 


Rome, March 22. 
Roberto Rossellini’s pic starring 


Ingrid Bergmaneis slowly taking 
shape. Proceeding in accordance 
with Rossellini’s usual methods, 


only a brief summary of the plot 
has been written to date. Actual 
dialog will be written from day to 
day by writers on the set. The 
production company, however, is 
due to leave for Stromboli in a few 
days and the film, according to 
Rossellini, will be finished in about 
10 weeks. 

One of the major problems to 
be licked is the language barrier. 
The writers are Italian but Miss 
Bergman will speak only English 
while other members of the cast 
will speak Italian. Rossellini says, 


| however, that language isn’t nec- 
essary since the action will tell the | 


story. Meantime, some technicians 
have gone ahead to Stromboli to 
build a bathroom for Miss Berg- 
man. It wiH be the only one in 
town. 





Ted Hammerstein May Sue 
On Aussie Oscar H. Airer 


Melbourne, March 29. 
Ted Hammerstein, here as stager 
of the musical click, “Oklahoma!”’, 
at His Majesty’s for J. C. William- 
son, has threatened to bring legal 


action against well-known local 
bandleader and radio personality, 
Hector Crawford. That is if latter 
goes ahead with a radio series on 
a commercial network titled “The 
Amazing Oscar Hammerstein.” 
Hanimerstein reportedly stated 
that the life story of Oscar Ham- 
merstein is not in public domain, 


| belonging to his seven heirs. Ted 
is a grandson. 
Crawford told newspapermen 


that last year, Arthur Hammerstein 
had offered to make material avail- 
able, and, according to the mu- 
sician, had offered to make a trip 
to Aussie to help in the produc- 
tion. Crawford added that about 
$4,000 had already been spent on 
advance production plans. 


Mex Mixed on Satira 


Mexico City, March 29. 
Satira ‘Patricia Schmidt), Tole- 
do, O., Oriental dancer, here for a 








, two weeks’ booking at the Claridge, 


swanky new nitery, skedded to 
open April 1, got a big press when 
/she arrived. Some was favorable. 
some a slam. 

La Prensa. tab 


important in a 


/cover banner took a poke at Miss 


Schmidt, deploring her presence 


‘in Mexico and warning of disturb- 


| ances when she opens. 
| Satira’s opening is snagged by 
announcement of the Ministry of 
the Interior that she entered Mexi- 
co merely as a tourist and has no 
permit to do work of any kind for 
| pay. Ministry revealed that the 
|Mexican actors’ union nixed 
_Satira’s request for a work okay 
| because, said the ministry, “of the 
| antecedents of this foreigner.” 
Claridge Management indicated 
| that it’s fighting to have Satira fill 
| her engagement. 


Drew Pearson Sued For 
3006 for Press -Radio- 
Charges Vs. Cal. Politico 


Washington, March 29. 

Suit was filed yesterday (Mon.) 
in the U. S. District Court here by 
Atty. Gen. Fred Howser, of Cali- 
fornia, against Drew Pearson for 
$300,000 damages for “untrue, 
false and defamatory” statements 
via press and radio. 

Referring to Pearson’s charges 
last April that he accepted “pro- 
tection money” from “a_ well- 
‘known Long Beach’ gambler.” 
| Howser said he would sue Pearson 
“in every state where his broad- 
cast is heard, or where his column 
is printed.” But, he said, he would 
not sue the various stations carry- 
|ing Pearson's program or individ- 
ual newspapers. 

Advised of Howser’s action, 
Pearson said “My record in re- 
gard to libel suits is well known 
and I shall be looking forward to 
meeting the gentleman in court.” 
| The commentator said _ that 
|Howser waited a long time “to 
;make up his mind that he was dam- 
aged.” Judging from the manner 
|in which Howser got out “a stam- 
| pede press release announcing the 
suit,” Pearson added, “he plans 
to try it in the newspapers—per- 
haps as a diversionary action to his 
present unpleasantness with Gov. 
Warren.” 

Pearson had accused Howser of 
lobbying for Tidelands Oil. 


FILMERS’ BIG LA-NY. 
RUNAROUND VIA PLANE 


Number of filmités were swear- 
ing off airplanes this week follow- 
ing a hectic Saturday-Sunday (26- 
27) flight from the Coast that had 
them, among other things, even 
assigned to emergency exits. On 
the American Airlines plane were 








Boris Karloff, Helmut Dantine, 
Maurice Maurer, operator of the 
City Investing Co.’s film houses: 


Mrs. Malcolm Kingsberg, wife of 
the RKO theatres prexy, and Arn- 
old Kirkeby, hotel man. 

They left Los Angeles Saturday 
morning and when they got to 
Chicago circled the field for more 
than 2'2 hours awaiting landing 
instructions. When they finally 
tried to land, the plane hit a high 
tension wire and then was told to 
go on to Indianapolis, rather than 
complete the landing. At Indianap- 
olis it was necessary to do some 
more circling in order to use up all 
the gas to prevent a fire and ex- 
plosion in the event the landing 
/gear was damaged. Fire engines 
and ambulances met the plane, but 
there was no difficulty. 

When the group arrived in New 
York on another plane, weather 
prevented landing at La Guardia 
,and they were shunted to Newark. 
| Again they were unable to land and 
were shifted to Washington. P-.S.: 
Most of them took a train from 
Washington. 


Berle’s Marathon 
| TV Cancer Show 


Milton Berle, star of NBC-TV’'s 
“Texaco Star Theatre,” is sched- 
uled for a television marathon ap- 
pearance April 9 for 
of the Damon Runyon Cancer 
Fund. Comedian wil] take the air 
that day at noon and, with the 
exception of an hour-and-a-half of 
other programming, will stay on 
| screen continuously until 
‘he collapses or all the audience 
has gone to bed. It’s expected he'll 
be broadcasting until 3 or 4 a.m. 

Show, which will be carried on 
the entire NBC-TV web, will have 
Berle taking calls from N. Y. view- 
ers who want to donate to the 
fund, during which he’ll talk to 
them directly on the phone. View- 
ers in other cities will be able 
to place their donations through 
their local stations. Tote board is 
to be set up for each city showing 
the amount of money taken in 
along the network. Twelve models 
will work the switchboard in N. Y. 
Berle will vary the program by 
interviewing guest stars and gen- 
erally conducting a vaudeo pres- 
entation. 

Only shows to be aired during 
the day are the horse-races from 
Jamaica track, scheduled for 3:30 
to 4:30 p.m. and “Who Said That,” 
on which Crosley division of 
AVCO tees off its sponsorship of 
the quiz program from 9 to 9:30 
p.m. Berle is to be seen on the 
screen at all other times, even 
when he takes time off to eat. 





the benefit | 


either | 


CITIES ASK U.S 


TO QUIT AMUS. 
TAX BIZ 


Washington, March 29. 

Conference of Mayors, in conven- 
‘tion here last week, unanimously 
, approved a resolution urging Con- 
gress to get out of the admissions 
tax field so that the local govern. 
|ments can have it for themselves. 
The Conference also called for a 
joint tax study of the overlapping 
fields of taxation between the Fed. 
eral, state and local governments, 
Land the working out of an alloca- 
tion of spheres of taxation. 

The last action followed by only 
a day or two Treasury Secretary 
John Snyder’s call for a meeting 
with the heads of the leading state 
and municipal organizations to dis- 
cuss joint taxation problems. Meet- 
ing is scheduled for April 21-22. 





NCA vs. Local Bite 


Minneapolis, March 29. 
Theatre owners in Minnesota are 
| facing the prospect of being bitten 
iby local taxes on admissions if 
and when the U. S. Congress re- 
peals the current national taxes, 
Under a bill pending before the 
state legislature, municipalities 
would have the right to impose a 
tax equal to the cut made by the 
federal gcvernment. 

Organized by North Central A}- 
lied, -indie exhibs are waging a 
vigorous campaign against the bill. 
Main pitch by the exhibs is that 
they are willing to pay the same 
taxes at the same rate as are levied 
against other businesses, but they 
don’t want to be singled out for 
extra bites. 








Bluenose Blues | 


Continued from page 1 = 











broadcasters have taken the next 
best step. Every station in the 
country has been furnished with a 
copy of the film industry code and 
that of the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters to use as guidance, 
and top industry officials are warn- 
ing them they must clean up their 
houses on a station-to-station and 
network-to-network basis. 
Indicative of the growing con- 
cern of broadcasters over the cen- 
sorship problem and the methods 


they're adopting to combat if, 
NBC is tossing most of the load 
on its program editors, who are 


instructed to rely on their AM 
experience with audience reaction 
for guidance. Mail response is 
given careful attention to spot 
trends in what listeners like and 


;} accept and what causes negative 


comment. 

Since what happens on _ the 
screen isn't necessarily what's in 
the script, NBC editors are as- 
9 to all major show dress 
rehearsals. On other telecasts, re- 
sponsibility for catching breeches 
of good taste rests with the NBC- 
TV producer. The basic TV code Is 
the same as the net’s AM code, 
which means that the producer can 
“fade” a picture if it’s objection- 
able. 

Femme Foundations 

Typical of problems raised by 
TV is the question of showing 
feminine foundation garments. Al- 
though these have been AM bank- 
rollers, NBC at first frowned on 
giving them TV time. However, 
bras and girdles are now shown, 
|provided they are not on live 
models or dummies, Slips can be 
televised on models, if the camera 
keeps a respectable distance. 

Another hot issue is the designa- 
tion of commercials, whether, if 
a sponsor has his trademark on & 
curtain or on a display, that 1s 
commercial time. The key 1S 
whether the display detracts from 
the program value and the bank- 
roller’s goodwill with the listeners. 
As yet not enough listeners have 
commented to establish a trend. 

NBC has no “taboo lists,’ but 
bits, comedians are carefully 
watched at rehearsals for lavender- 
scented blue gestures and vulgar- 
ity. Context is considered impor 
‘tant. For instance, when Bobby 
Clark did a female impersonation 
on a recent “Lambs Gambol 
show, the turn was passed because 
the comic wore heavy shoes an 
men’s socks and was obviously not 
| playing a weak-wristed role. Tal- 
ent on ad lib shows have been 
briefed on the need for keeping 


ithe family nature of the tele audi- 
| ence in mind. 
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BRITAIN'S HOT 





D.C. Politicos’ Assault Vs. Brit. Fim tf yi 
Quota Mounts, Promising Results 


Washington, March 29. +4 





A real drive to break down the 
40% British film quota and coin 
freeze has begun to develop, with | 
mounting optimism that something 
worthwhile for the industry will | 

velop. 
onpeeaet Bevin, the British foreign 
secretary, is due in this week and, 
on Capitol hill and in industry cir- 
cles, the belief is shaping up that 
they will build a bonfire under him 
this time which will crack the 
British iron curtain. Substantial 
pressure is being put on Secretary 
of State Dean Acheson to demand 
a square deal for our films in ex- 
change for the aid we are giving 
England. 

These are the developments of 
the past week: 

1. Senator William F. Knowland 
(R.. Calif.) fired the opening blast 
with a hot speech in the senate 
last Wednesday (23) in which he 
charged the British have been un- 
fairly discriminating against our 
films. 

2. Next day he followed up with 
a letter to Secretary of State 
Acheson, asking what steps are be- 
ing taken by our State Department 
to break down restrictive practices 
against our films in England. 

3. Five Republican Senators— 
Knowland, Styles Bridges of New 
Hampshire, Robert A. Taft of Ohio, 

(Continued on page 18) 





Bergman to Move Up As _ | 
Blumberg’s Aide at U, 
Lipton to Shift East 


Maurice Bergman, Universal's 
eastern ad-pub director, is due to 
take over. a newly-created job of 
executive assistant to Nate J. Blum- 
berg, company president. Change 
will occur around June 1 when the 
current U. S. Savings Bond drive 
ends. Bergman is directing the in- | 
dustry’s participation in the Treas- 
ury campaign. 

With Bergman vacating the east- 
ern ad-pub spot, David A. Lipton, 
U’s national ad-pub chief, will 
move his office from the Coast and 
headquarter in New York. Al Hor- 
wits, who recently shifted west to 
assume the post of studio publicity 
chief after serving in a similar 
capacity in the east, will head the | 
Coast operatiors. 

Under the present setup, Charles 
Simonelli, exploitation head, is also 
supervising the N. Y. publicity 
wing with Phil Gerard acting un- | 
der Simonelli as pro temp publicity | 
chief. Lipton is expected to name | 
a permanent publicity topper when | 
- asa his permanent shift to) 

Move-up of Bergman would fol- | 
low the recent pattern at United 
Artists. There, Paul N. Lazarus, | 
Jr., after supervising ad-pub chores, 
was upped to the job of exec as- | 
sistant to Grad Sears, UA’s prez. 





TEAM RAFTERY, CASKEY 
AS MAJORS’ SUIT REPS 


With a flock of exhib anti-trust 
actions nearing trial throughout 
the country, major defendants 
have hit on an informal team of 
New York lawyers to represent | 
them in the forthcoming legal tiffs. 
Duo consists of Edward C. Raft- 
ery, of O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery 
& Lawler, and John Caskey, of 
Dwight, Harris, Koegel & Caskey. 
Wwosome will travel from trial-to- 
trial repping for most of the 
majors. 

Raftery and Caskey pushed off 
for Los Angeles this week with 
Austin C. Keough, general counsel | 
for Paramount, to shape up de- 
fenses on three or four Coast ac- | 
‘ons now close to trial. They will 
Work on coordination with local 
counsel, 
. Fractice of picking a couple of | 
ee experts to handle legal | 
Chores for all companies has been | 
Nn operation for several months. | 
ety: for instance, repped | 
2 ee Artists, Universal and War- | 

t Bros. during the recent Dip- 
Son trial in Buffalo, i 


was 


Korda, French Due 18th 


Johnston Office Annual 


20th Using Tiny Mike 
On ‘Everybody Does It’ 


Hollywood, March 29. 


New miniature microphone is 


| getting its first workout in “Every- 


body Does It” at 20th-Fox. 

Linda Darnell wears one in a 
lapel of her blouse in a staircase 
scene, with the little mike con- | 
nected to the sound track by tiny 
invisible wires. New contraption 
does away with the cumbersome 
boom, which is impractical in cer- 
tain scenes. 


U.S. Pix Abroad 


In Dilemma Over 





Good Propaganda’ 


Headach- involved in determin- 
ing what's good propaganda abroad 
and what isn’t has hit the film 
industry with full force as a result 
of widespread criticism of the pic- 
tures selected by the Yugoslav gov- 
ernment from a list submitted to 
it by the Motion Picture Export 
Assn. MPEA maintains it is pre- 
cisely those films for which it is 
now being raked that have shown 
best results for this country in 
trial runs overseas. 

Squawks arise from three of the 
eight pix which the Yugoslavs have 
selected from a roster of 100 sub- 
mitted by the MPEA. Trio are 
“Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,” 
“Citizen Kane” and ‘Watch on the 
Rhine.” First is a satiric spoof on 
Congress, second shows the venal- 
ity of a newspaper publisher and 
a third was a pre-war effort that 
brought out the lack of realization 
by Americans of the struggle that 
Was going on. 

Contrary to the belief that the 
pictures might be turned against 
the U. S. by pro-Soviet propagan- 
dists, the MPEA pointed out that 
“Mr. Smith’ was banned in Bul- 
garia and ‘‘Watch on the Rhine” 
nixed in Czechoslovakia. No 
(Continued on page 18) 





For Anglo-U.S. Parleys 


Sir Alexander Korda and Sir 
Henry French, director general of 
the British Film Producers Assn., 
are scheduled to arrive in New 
York on the Queen Elizabeth April 
18. They are to attend the ses- | 
sions of the Joint Anglo-American 
Film Council in Washington April 
21-23. 

J. Arthur Rank, the third mem- 


|'ber of the British delegation, ar- 
rived in New York last week. 


He 


leaves today (Wednesday) for 


' Palm Beach, where he will huddle 


with Robert R. Young.. controlling 
stockholder in Eagle Lion, which 
distributes part of the Rank prod- 
uct in the U. S. 





Meeting Set for April 7 


Annual meeting of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America, several 
times postponed, is now set for 
April 7. Principal business on the 
agenda is election of the board of 
directors. It is anticipated that no 


i changes will be made in the pres- 


ent membership. 

Eric Johnston, MPAA prexy. 
will preside at the session and at 
the board meeting which will fol- 
low. Discussion of the new 40° 
British quota, public relations , 
problems, continuance of the Mo- 
tion Picture Export Assn. opera- 
tion in Germany, Austria, Japan 
and Korea, and other current mat- 
ters are on the agenda. 

Johnston’s schedule and the ab- 
sence of some company toppers in 
Florida and on the Coast have 
caused the postponements of the 
annual meeting. i 


L NEXT 
YEAR ON RENEWAL 


Britain is in for a stiff battle 





| from the American film companies 
| when the time comes next year for | 


renewal of the Anglo-American 
films agreement. Rough-and-tum- 
ble scrap was in the cards at best, 
but the move last week for reduc- 
tion of the quota by a “mere” 5°; 
—contrary to what the U. S. in- 
dustry feels was every logical con- 
sideration—has American film 
execs so burned they’re ready for 
a tooth-and-nail setto. 

There’s only one difficulty—and 
that’s an overwhelming one—that 
they face in putting up a battle. 


They have no weapon at the 
moment. The heavy artillery they 
were able to use two years ago 


in their fight against the 75° tax 
was an embargo on shipment of 
Hollywood product to England. It 
is highly unlikely that all of the 
majors will agree to such drastic 
action again. And unless there is 
complete agreement, an 
would be valueless and thus would 


not be tried. 
Execs of the U.S. companies 
know they will not be able to 


pull an embargo—and they know 
that the British know they won't. 
It is for that reason that the Yanks 
are hoping that a lot of other 
things may happen to change the 
balance before they sit down with 
British Board of Trade prexy Har- 
old Wilson a year from now to dis- 
cuss renewal of the agreement by 
Which they are permitted to remit 
$17,000,000 a year. 

One thing they are counting on 
is intervention by the U. S. gov- 

(Continued on page 14) 


E. M. Loew’s Dicker 
For Par’s N.E. Chain 


Boston, March 29. 
FE. M. Loew, circuit operator 
with theatres blanketing the east 
coast, is negotiating to buy the 





Paramount-affiliated Maine & New | 
would | 
circuit | 


Hampshire circuit. Loew 
take over the 28-theatre 
outright by buying off both Para- 
mount and its pards, Joseph P., 
Kennedy, John J. Ford and George 
W. Lane, Jr. 

The dickering with Loew has 


been prolonged because of the dif- 
| ficulty of Par and its partners in| Leon Kaplan, dispatched a legal 


embargo | 


ROW ON US. 


PACT 





| 


Exhib-Syndicated TV Co. Would | 
Be Limited at First to N.Y. Area 





5% Less Ridic 
London, March 29. 
Board of Trade prexy Har- 
old Wilson’s flaunting of de- 
mand by exhibs for a substan- 
tial reduction in the 45% 
quota had tempers hot this 
week. Sir Alexander King, 
president of the Cinemato- 
graph Exhibitors Assn., in 
commenting on the slim 5° 
quota cut announced by Wil- 
son last week, declared: 
“Wilson’s action only makes 
the whole thing 5° less ridic- 
ulous.”’ 


Bway Burning 


Pic Product At 
20% Higher Clip 


With some 55 films played so far 
this some 13 Broadway 
firstruns, the amount of product 
screened by those deluxers has 
jumped almost 20° over a similar 
three-month period last year, when 
the same houses projected only 46 
pictures. Six of the houses are 
using more pix in 1949, five show | 
less while in two theatres numeri- 
cal bookings remained constant. 

Mayfair scored the greatest spi- 
ral, jumping from only one film in 
1948 to six for the first quarter of 
’49. Globe also was tough on prod- 








year aft 


}uct with seven pix sprocketed to 
; date this year compared with two 


for the similar ’48 quarter. Music 
Hall and Roxy were unchanged. 
Former house exhibited four films 
over both the °48 and ’49 13-week 
(Continued on page 20) 


EL Seeing Red Over Rep’s 
‘Red Ryder’ Oldie Oaters 


A running battle between Eagle 
Lion and Republic has flared up 
over the two companies’ rival 
series of “Red Ryder” western pix. 





'The skirmish got under way last 


week when EL’s Coast attorney, 


getting together on the proposition note to Rep demanding that the 


although it is reported that both | 
fayor a deal. Par had sounded out | 
several other interested parties but | 
was 
sign from Ford and his associates. 


company either withdraw its series 
of “Ryder” reissues or spotlite in 
its ads that the pix are both oldies 


unable to get the go-ahead and black-and-whites. To date. EL | 


(Continued on page 20) 








National Boxoffice Survey — 


Warm Weather, Dull Pix Clip Biz—‘Door,’ ‘Mother,’ 


‘Kiss,’ ‘Ball Game,’ ‘Honeymoon’ Pace Field 


Unseasonably warm weather and 
the few new, big pictures are be- 
ing blamed by exhibitors this week 
for generally sluggish _ trade. 
Lenten influence and slight re- 
cession in general biz in some key 


i cities covered by VARIETY also will 


keep grosses down. 

“Knock on Any Door” (Col). 
with a batch of new playdates, is 
pushing up to No. 1. position. 
closely followed by “Mother Is 
Freshman” (20th). Latter was na- 
tional ieader last week. Third 
place goes to “Kiss in Dark” (WB), 
released in time to cash in on Jane 
Wyman’s Academy award. 

“Take Out to Ball Game” (M-G) 
is copping fourth money while 
“Family Honeymoon” (U) is a 
strong fifth. “South of St. Louis” 
(WB) again is in sixth slot. “Joan 
of Are” (RKO) moved up with the 
money contenders to place seventh 
while “Red Shoes” (EL) wound up 
eighth. 


Top runner-up films are “To Sea 


in Ships” (20¢h), “Hamlet” (U) and 


“So Dear to Heart” (RKO) in that 
order. “Hamlet” spurted-on win- 
ning Academy top pic award. 
“Johnny Belinda’-‘Sierra Madre,” 


Warner pix brought back to ride 
on Academy laurels, racked up 
nearly $100,000, but was surpris- 
ingly mild in a number of keys 
covered by VARIETY. 

Of new films launched this week, 
“Ma and Pa Kettle’ (U) and “El 
Paso” (Par) look the most promis- 
ing. Former hit a smash figure 
on preem.in three K. C. houses, 
and also was big in another key 
city. “El Paso” did surprisingly 
well at N. Y. Paramount in view 
ot slow Broadway conditions. ‘“Out- 
post in Morocco” (UA), another 
newcomer, was not smash on N. Y. 
teeoff. 

“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) is 
great in Toronto and smash in 
Denver this round. ‘Red Canyon” 
(U), while okay in Toronto, shapes 
only average in Boston. 

“Walked by Night” (EL) is doing 
fine in Detroit. “Portrait of Jen- 
nie” looms big in K. C. “Chicken 
Every Sunday” (20th) is nice in 
Portland, 

“Whispering Smith” still is solid 
on second Chicago week. “Cana- 
dian Pacific’”’ (20th), okay in Bos- 
ton, looks fast in Chi. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 


Pages 9-11). \ 


| pix 
While Par’s releasing schedule has 
‘been no 


ed television company to book ex- 
clusive shows for large-screen play- 
ings will probably be limited at 
j the outset to theatres in the New 
| York metropolitan area. Tentative 
| Gocision to that effect was made 
by Theatre Owners of America’s 
| executive committee at a meeting 
| held last week. Important exhibs 
who are not members of TOA, such 
as Fred Schwartz, head of Cen- 
tury circuit, and Harry Brandt will 
| probably be invited to join the 


° Operation of an exhib-syndicat- 
| 


| company. 
| The new tele company, still in 
the planning stage, would consist 


ot 25-30 top exhibs from the metro- 
politan area. Experiment would be , 


strictly one for N. Y., with the 
idea of branching out to other 
|; video centers if the company 


|; proves practicable. Because of its 
restriction to N. Y¥., unit would 
not be sponsored specifically by 
TOA, although the group will fos- 
ter its formation. 

Concentrating on the hot tele- 
vision question, TOA exec commit- 
tee voted for a thorough investiga- 
tion into large-screen possibilities. 
Engineer will be hired to survey 
the field and make a report on 
specific puzzlers, such as the price 


of large-screen equipment when 
bought in bulk. No decision as 
to the engineer has been made, 
(Continued on page 18) ' 


Col.’s ‘Undercover Man’ 
First Outside Pic Into 
Bway Par in 6 Years 


For the first time in many years 
the Paramount theatre, company’s 
Broadway showease, is booking a 
film of another distrib. Columbia’s 
“Undercover Man,” Glenn Ford 
starrer, is set to follow “Bride of 
Vengeance,” next to go in the 
house. It should play around Easter 
Week. 

Booking a non-Par film is be- 
lieved due to the shorter runs of 
in the showcase this year. 





faster during the past 
(Continued on page 14) 
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Bway Prices Long Overdue for Cuts 
But Sees No Need to Slash Nabes 





Malcolm Kingsberg. RKO’s the-+ 


shief, sees no gain for nabe 
ce in admission cuts patterned 
along the lines of the recent lop- 
ping of seales by the Broadway 
showcases. “Broadway prices were | 
out of line and the cuts were over- | 
due.” Kingsberg told VARIETY this 
week. “But that doesn’t mean that 
the neighborhood theatres will | 
follow suit.” 

Kingsberg said that price re- 
sistance in the nabes was only | 
minor while on Broadway it had | 
been a major factor. “No one Cir- | 
cuit would gain any advantage 
by slashing prices since action such 
as that would be followed by all 
other neighborhood theatres,” he 
added. “If any other circuit cuts 
its prices, I would meet it in 
mine.” 

A cut by all the circuits across- 
the-board would only result in less 
revenues for all of them alike, | 
Kingsberg believes. “It would mean 
less money for the exhibitor, dis- 
tributor and landlord. Everyone 
would lose. It could only work if 
one circuit lowered prices while 
the others did not.” 

As for the normal competition 
for patronage between first-run | 
Broadway houses and those in out- | 
lying sectors, Kingsberg feels that | 
the differential in price still is suf- | 
ficient following the 





Broadway | 
cuts. Hence, the slash on scales will | 
not touch off reciprocal action by 
the nabes. 

Kingsberg concedes that there is | 
less spending money than hereto- 
fore and, therefore, some price re- 
sistance. However, he is convinced 
that nabe and out-of-town first-run 
scales are “realistic’ and not re- 
quiring surgery. 


UPCOMING PIX PRODUCT 
LOOKS GOOD TO MAURER 


High optimism on the prospect 
of improved product from Holly- 
wood within the next three months 
was expressed this week by Mau- 
rice Maurer, follewing his return 
to New York from a Coast 0.0. Op- 
erator of the City Investing Co.’s 
filmeries, Maurer was on the prowl 
for product for the houses, which 
include the Astor and Victoria, on 





* Broadway. 


Theatre man declared there was 
a considerable change in the atti- 
tude of most Hollywoodians. He 


cod was giving way to an urge for | 
etter picturemaking that augured | 
well for exhibs. Among product he | 
viewed and which may go into the | 
Astor was Samuel Goldwyn’s “Ro- 
seanna McCoy.” 





| 


Ed Sullivan Moves Up At 
20th, Wilbert Exits Roxy 


Ed Sullivan (not the newspaper 
columnist) has been named to 
newly-created post of 20th-Fox as- 
sistant publicity manager in the 
latest of a string of staff changes 
effected by ad-pub veepee Charles 
Einfeld. He will serve as chief 
aide to publicity manager Dave | 
Golding. 

In other 20th ad-pub department | 
changes this week, Christy Wilbert | 
resigned his new job as publicity | 
echiet of the Broadway Roxy thea- 
tre. Lou Frick bowed out as press- 
book editor and Marion Pressner 
resigned as a trade advertising staf- 
fer. Earl Wingart succeeds Frick 
in the pressbook job but no suc- 
cessor has been named to Wilbert. 
With Jonas Rosenfield, Jr., re- 
cently upped to advertising man- 
ager, the job as his assistant also 
remains open. 





| 


Kingsberg’s RKO Bid | 

Syndicate of associates out- 
side the film biz has now been 
formed by Malcolm Kings- 
berg, RKO theatre topper, with 
the idea of buying control of 
the circuit from Howard 
Hughes. Kingsberg, who re- 
turned from the Coast last 
week, ‘is already in negotiations 
with Hughes and his reps. 
While not disclosing the price 


offered, Kingsberg indicated 
that a cash offer has been 
made. 


RKO theatre head had pre- 
viously encountered some dif- 
ficulty in winning financial 
backing for his move. Under- 
stood the hurdle had been 
partly caused by untavorable 
publicity on film prospects 
emanating from the industry. 
Difficulty, however, has now 
been surmounted. 








Bway Vauders 


To Hold Fast On 
Admish Prices 


Broadway stage-picture houses, 
faced with the competitive 10c cuts 
of early-bird matinee scales at 
most Main Stem straight-film first- 
runs, will hold their admission- 
price lines fast. Continuance of 
high overhead costs at the pres- | 
entation houses preclude reduc- 


itions at this time, aside from the 


general feeling of execs of tiese 
theatres that their scales match the 
value offered. 


Among the straight-film houses, 
the Palace has realigned its prices 
for lower tabs on weekdays but the 
peak admission of $1.25 and open- 
ing prices are unchanged. Brandt’s 
Globe and Mayfair, which have had 
50c morning prices for about 10 
days, are cutting their weekend 
top prices from $1.50 to $1.20. Cri- | 
terion has also inaugurated a 50c | 
opening price but still gets $1.75 
for its loges and the same coin 
weekends. The Astor also cut its | 


, | Starting price weekdays from 70c | 
said the downbeat feeling of last | 


o 60c. Change of the theatre 
scales represents the first major. 
move to revert to prewar levels. | 


Entire realignment fits in with | 
growing realization of house man- 
agers that Broadway first-run trade 


\is strictly a two-day weekend 


boom. The reductions are aimed at 
luring the weekday patrons with- 
out diminishing the Saturday-Sun- 
day take. Straight picture houses 
also have had to meet the competi- ! 
tion of the Paramount early-bird | 
price of 55c, a policy. installed 
early in 1947. 





20TH GUNS 4 MORE 
IN PRODUCTION SURGE 


Hollywood, March 29. 

Four new pictures get under way 
at 20th-Fox in the next three 
weeks, in addition to “I Was a Male 
War Bride,” work on which will be 
resumed after a long shutdown due 
to the iliness of Cary Grant, who 
was afflicted with jaundice during | 
shooting of the picture in Europe. 

Rush of production began yes- 
terday (28) with the start of ‘“Band- 
wagon,” co-starring William Powell, 
on loanout from Metr®, and Betsy 


| Drake, borrowed from David O. 


Casey Robinson’s Film 


Casey Robinson flew to the Coast 
last night ‘Tues.) from New York 
to ready the production of “My 
Old Man,” filmization of an Ernest 
Hemingway yarn. Robinson, who is 
producing-directing the pic for 20th- 
Fox, may shoot it in France. Cast 
may include James Cagney, Dean | 
Stockwell and Micheline  Prell 
(French actress whose name has 
been simplified from  Presle.) 
There's a chance the film may be 
shot in part or wholly in France. | 

Robinson plans to return to 
Paris by June 1 where his wife. 
Tamara Toumanova, appearing 
with the Grand Ballet de Monte 
Carlo, is due to open there. i 


Selznick. Others ready to start 
are “Twelve O'Clock High” on the 
home lot, “Oh, Doctor” in Florida 
and “The Black Rose” in Morocco. 





Koster’s New Pact At 
20th; 3 in 3 Years 


Hollywood, March 29. 
Twentieth-Fox inked Henry Kos- 
ter to a new ticket calling for him 
to direct three pix in three years. 


First will be Technicolor musi- 
cal, “Wabash Avenue,” Betty 
Grable-Victor Mature-Paul Doug- 
las-James Barton-Reginald Gard- 
ner film, which producer William 
Perlberg guns May 1. 


| meeting today (Wed.) to elect of- 
| ficers. No changes in management 


IMPPA’s Ex-U. S. Aide 


Hollywood, March 29. 

Louis L. Livingston, former con- 
ciliator with the U. S. Department 
of Labor, has been retained by the 
Independent Motion Picture Pro- | 
ducers Assn. | 

“He will function for IMPPA as | 
labor relations consultant and ad- | 
visor on legislative action pertain- | 
ing to studio working contracts. 


New EL Financing 
Set, Prod. Starts 


Eagle Lion closed this week for 











‘complete financing of the com- 


pany’s production requirements for | 
the next 12 months. Deal was made 
after protracted negotiations with 
a group of banks headed by Serge 
Semenenko’s First National Bank | 
of Boston. With the papers inked, | 
Arthur L. Krim, EL prez, is head- | 
ing back to the Coast to supervise 
filmmaking activities. 

While amount of the advance is 
undisclosed.it is understood that the 
bankrolling deal is not the creation 
of a new loan but rather an exten- 
sion of credits under an old indebt- 
edness to the trio of banks. EL 


which the banks have held as se- 





» 4 


Battle of 42d St. 


With most film theatres on 
New York’s West 42d street 
suffering currently from | 
dearth of attendance, yen by | 
some operators to cut seales | 
to pre-war levels is developing | 
into a hassle. Thus far 
Brandt interests, which oper- | 
ate a majority of houses on 
street, have opposed any 
drastic cutting of scales, feel- 
ing that reduced admissions 
are not practical under present 
high operating costs. 

However, other exhibitors 
feel that 40-60c, or anything 
like that, is out of line for 
subsequent-run product. With 
many of regular customers 
now on unemployed lists, thea- 
tres on this street find it diffi- 
cult to lure much trade at 
present prices. Understood 
that Laffmovie wants to install 
a starting price of 10c and then 
go to 17c in early part of 
afternoon. 











currently owes these firms some 
$4,500,000. The new deal pries free 00 {0 ew 
large sums accruing as_ rentals 


curity on the outstanding indebt- 
edness. 

With Krim back on the Coast, 
EL studios are expected to reopen 
within two or three weeks. Bryan 
Foy’s “Port of New York” and 
“Trapped” will be the starting 
films. Foy will renew a request for | 





| release on his employment contract 


once these pix are finished. He has 
a bid from Warner Bros. to return 
to the Burbank studio if EL lets 
him out of his pact. 


Before departing from the Coast, 
Krim predicted that EL’s foreign 
business would quadruple during 
the year. He also declared that the 
company’s income in *49 would be 
50% better than in 48 when rev- 


enues in turn bettered those of °47 | 
While at the studio, Krim | 


by 65°. 
will resume regotiations with a 
number of indie producers for re- 
lease of their. pix. 


RKO MOVES FORWARD 
ON ITS SPLITUP PLAN 





'a potential competitor, is 


Agnew-Casanave 


Pic Sales Setup 


United Artists, seeing the new 


Neil Agnew-Charles Casanave out- 


fit, Motion Picture Sales Corp., as | 
making | 
no secret of the fact that it doesn’t | 
aim to shove MPSC along the road | 
to success. For this reason it is | 
refusing to waive a contract clause | 
with its indie filmmakers peovid- | 
ing that not more than two pro-! 
ducers can have the same sales 
representative. 


Agnew and Casanave are build- 
ing a combo organization that is 
a miniature UA and a producers’ 
representation outfit. The sales 
unit, with a field staff throughout 
the country, will completely han-| 


with Clark Film Distributors, 
which will take care of the actual 


Nassours’ and Nassers’ Immediate 
Prod. Insure UA of Many Pictures 


,*% 


Whether or not either of them 
buys the company, United Artists 
appears set over the next several 
years to get a heavy quantity of 
product from the Nassour brothers 
and the Nasser brothers. Both Nas. 
sours and Nassers are interested in 


purchasing UA, but in the mean. 
time are going ahead with releas. 


ing deals with the company. 
Sam Wiesenthal, who is current. 


|ly in New York representing James 


E. and George Nasser, is complet- 
ing a deal calling for delivery of 
25 films over a period of five years. 


| Pact leaves oper the titles and 


type of pix, but provides they 
shall cost a minimum of $600,000. 
UA will receive a 30% distribution 
fee. 

Deal, which will be presented to 
the UA board for approval at its 
next session, leaves the Nassers 
free to call in other. producers to 
handle the actual making of the 
films. Nassers will put the pack- 
ages together and finance them, 
aim being to keep occupied their 
General Service Studios. They will 
be billed as “presenting” the pix. 

Objective of getting the UA dis. 
tribution pact set is to enable es. 
tablishment of a revolving loan 
from a bank for first money. Havy- 


(a distribution pact is said to fa- 


cilitate getting this coin and also 
makes it easier to set up the pack- 
age deals with producers, directors 
and players. 

Nassours, who also own a studio 
(they are related to the Nassers by 
marriage but the similarity in 
names is purely coincidental), have 
set up financing which will permit 
them to make up to 24 pix in part- 
nership with Huntington Hartford, 

(Continued on page 20) 


300 PHILLY BOOTHMEN 
MAY CALL WB STRIKE 


Philadelphia, March 29. 

Failure of some 300 boothmen to 
negotiate a new wage contract with 
the Warner Bros, circuit may bring 
about a strike against the city's 
largest chain. Operators, all mem- 
bers of Local 307, are slated to go 
before the IATSE on Monday (4) 
to call for a strike vote. 

Negotiations between the union 





'dle a number of pix in association’ and Warners have been underway 


since expiration of the old pact 
last Dec. 31. Boothmen’s deal with 


Just when RKO will divide into | Physical distribution of prints. For| Warners generally sets the wage 


two separate companies, thereby 
consummating the reorganization 
plan, will depend on polishing off 
of a multitude of preliminary 
steps, company spokesmen said 
yesterday (Tues.). One big hurdle. 


| was leaped this week when RKO’s. 
| stockholders okayed the consent | 
' decree at a Dover, Del., meet in) 
|which over 80% of common hold- | 
|ings voted the step. Deadline un-| 


‘der the decree for the splitup is 
Nov. 8 but efforts will be made to 
cut the ties before that date. 


Incumbent directors, reelected 
at the stockholder conclave, are 


are expected. Officers will hold 
their jobs until the parent RKO 
company dissolves and the new 
companies take over. 


Present directors will likely 


‘carry over to the new production- | 


distribution outfit. As for the the- 
atre chain, if control is not sold by 
Howard Hughes, present dominant 
stockholder, before the split, the 
RKO board will designate the the- 
atre directors. 


Main job now ahead for RKO’'s 
management is to work out an in- 
ter-company agreement between 
the two prospective companies. 
Number of decisions must be made 
including a definite division of as- 
sets; allocation of liabilities; nam- 
ing of the new companies; provi- 
sion for disposition of possible tax 
claims by the Government; division 
of the h.o. lease; formation of the | 
new corporation; registration. with | 
the Securities & Exchange Com- | 
mission; and listing and issuance | 
of new securities. 

Since all these steps will con- | 
sume plenty of time, splitup is not | 
expected for many months. At the | 
Dover meet, only one stockholder | 
appeared in person and he proved 
to be friendly. About 112% of the | 
stock voted against the reorganiza- | 
tion. 

Directors again tapped are Ned | 
E. Depinet, Howard Hughes, Noah | 
Dietrich, Frederick L. Ehrman, L. 
_Lawrence Green, George H. Shaw 
jand J. Miller Walker. 


_now has the Danziger’ brothers 


a fee similar to that paid to UA. 


| (2714% to 35%). 


On the other hand, Agnew and) 
Casanave are acting as reps for 
two producers distributing through | 
UA. For this they get 3% of the 
picture’s gross. Producers’ agree- 
ment with UA provides that a rep. 
may not initiate sales, but has the. 
right to approve or disapprove | 


contracts which UA sells and sub- 


mits to him. UA is hewing close, 


,to the line on enforcement of this | 


point. 
Every producer’s pact with UA 


.for many years has also carried | 


the clause prohibiting him from 
employing a rep who already han- 
dies deals for a maximum of two 
other producers. Since MPSC| 


(“Jigsaw”) and the Nassour broth- 
ers (“Africa Sereams’’), it cannot | 
service any other UA indies. 

In the past, UA has frequently 
waived the clause so that one rep) 
has handled three or four of the | 
indies at a time. A top exee of the! 





‘company declared this week that | 


it definitely won’t make such a} 
waiver in the case of MPSC. UA\ 
has no intention, it was said, of. 
helping the Agnew-Casanave out: | 
fit into the position of an eventual | 
competitor. What’s foreseen is the} 
possibility of “MPSC _ gradually | 
swinging clients over from mere| 
representation to actual MPSC dis- | 
tribution of their films. | 





mm b 08. ‘A, 


Harry Ackerman, 
Lemuel Ayers. 
Ted-Briskin. 

John Caskey. 
Charles Einfeld. 
Betty Hutton. 
Austin C. Keough. 
Al Lichtman. 

Joe Maharam. 
Edward C. Raftery. 
Casey Robinson. 
Manie Sachs. 

Andy W. Smith, Jr. 
Saint Subber. 





ithe entire service MPSC will get) pattern for the remaining indie 


circuits throughout the area. 


Hornblow L.A. to London 


Metro producer Arthur Horn- 
blow, Jr., is due in New York with 
his wife within two weeks, en route 
to Europe where ,he will produce 
Metro's big-budget film, “Quo 
Vadis.” Some of the film’s footage 
will be shot in M-G’s British studio 
and the balance in Italy. 

Ben Goetz, London head of M-G 
production, currently huddling on 
Coast with Hornblow and produc- 
tion topper Dore Schary. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Alfonso Bedoya. 
Curtis Bernhardt. 
Tommy Blake. 

Al Bloomingdale. 
John Brahm. 
Mary Kay Dodson. 
William Dozier. 
Errol Flynn, 
Glenn Ford. 

Kar! Herzog. 
Estella H. Karn. 
Marina Koshetz. 
Stanley Kramer. 
Arthur Lake. 
Fred Leahy. 
Janet Leigh. 
Blanche Merrill. 
Joseph M. Schenck. 
Jule Styne. 

Joan Tetzel. 


N. Y. to Europe 

Eddie Elkort. 

Kathryn Grayson. 

Ed Gruskin. 

Johnny Johnston. 
Michael Mindlin, Jr. 

Ted Patrick. 

Margaret Webster. 

















STILL HERE 


Henry Morgan 
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EXHIBS’ ‘YA 


Factional Maneuvers in UA Dickers 


Sidelight to the current negotiations for sale of United Artists 
is the jockeying for position by top management execs Grad Sears 


and Arthur W. Kelly. 
aligned with the Nasser brothers 


Sears, UA’s prexy, is reportedly closely 


and pushing for consummation of 


a deal with them, since they reportedly hold him in high esteem 
and he would continue to dominate the management of the com- 


pany under their ownership. 


On the other hand, Kelly, exec v.p., who reps partner Charles 
Chaplin in the sale, is by the latter fact put in a highly contradic- 


tory position. 


If he successfully negotiates the sale of the company 


for Chaplin he is almost certainly negotiating himself out of a job, 


since it is unlikely that he would 
interest in UA. 


stay on if Chaplin had no further 


It is reported that for that reason Kelly has been 


endeavoring to line up a sale with a buyer who would permit him 


to purchase a small piece of UA, 


tion with the company. 


and insure his continued associa- 


Sears, it is believed, would remain with the distribution outfit 


no matter which of the varied buyers took it over. 


One of the 


reasons is that it is figured it would cost almost $1,000,000 to buy 


up his contract. 


He has about 2!2 years to go on his five-year pact 


and an arrangement whereby the company must pay him for 10 


years after its expiration. 


Aside from that, however, the UA prexy is generally held in high 


esteem. 


different buyers. 


Degree of power he would continue to hold in general 
policy of the company, howeve 
It would be gr 


r, would undoubtedly vary with 
eatest with the Nassers in control 


and probably least if the Si Fabian-Ted Gamble syndicate bought 
up the Chaplin-Mary Pickford stock. 
Fabian and Gamble contemplate Gamble’s taking over the presi- 


dency. 


of distribution. That 


In that case, Sears would no doubt revert to v.p. in charge 
is the job his contract calls for. 


He was 


upped to the presidency when Edward C. Raftery left. 








Nassers Have Inside on UA Deal: | 


Even Setting Up Prod. Financing 


James E. and George Nasser ap- 
peared definitely to have taken the 
lead this week as the United Art- 
ists sweepstakes continued in high 
gear. Nassour Brothers, the Si 


Fabian-Ted Gamble and Edward | 


Small syndicates all were showing 
continued interest in talking a deal 
to acquire ownership of the com- 
pany, but were confused and re- 
sentful over what was going on on 
the inside track which was appar- 
ently held by the Nassers. 

Sam Wiesenthal, Nasser’s rep, 
who has been in New York for sev- 
eral weeks, has not only been han- 
dling negotiations for purchase of 
the Mary Pickford-Charles Chap- 


lin stock, but has been setting up | 


credits for production if-and-when 


the Nassers acquire UA. It is un- | 


derstood that among deals he has 
made is one by which the Ideal 
Laboratories, N. Y., would advance 
cash and lab credits to indies who 
might make pix for UA 
the new ownership. 

In the meantime, Fabian and 
Gamble were somewhat burned 
over the fact that they had had no 
word in several weeks on their of- 
fer and request for an option. And 
Edward Nassour, in New York, 
stated he was just sitting by, wait- 
ing for the woods to clear of other 
negotiations before he stepped in 
with a firm offer. Small, on the 
Coast, is understood to be a minor 
contender, One of his partners in 


(Continued on page 18) 


Splitup Into 2 Cos. 
Poses Novel Legal 


Points on Contracts 


Hollywood, March 29. 

The Paramount splitup into 
two companies, carrying with it 
the dissolution of the parent or- 
8anization, is presenting a knotty 
qestion to Par’s studio legalites. 
t is understood that the fadeout 
of the parent company automati- 
cally terminates a number of Par’s 
employment contracts with stars, 
Producers, directors and other stu- 
dio employees, 
PF the main the question is tech- 
pre Since both sides will un- 
wubtedly renew pacts signed by 
a new production-distribution 

Mpany. However, the legalites 
are asking what the score would 

if either the company or any 





— wants an out on the con-| 


ract. 


Reason for the novel out is that 


ose of the contracts include a 


the relationship on dissolutions of 


e company. It i et ik sf 
. S a provision in- 
- Corporat e 


: d in many employment 

anxets ithout any particular sig- 

cance being attached to it gen- 
(Continued on page 14) 


under 


andard clause which terminates. 


+ 


BEHIND YEN TO 
PRODUCE OWN PI 


movement is growing among 
large indie circuit operators for an 
jinvasion of the _ production-dis- 


| tribution domain, heretofore large- | 


ly ruled by the major companies. 
| Sentiment for the creation of a 
;hnew company, owned strictly by 
exhibs throughout the country, is 
so strong that bigtime exhibs are 
now predicting it as an inevitable 
development within six months’ 
time. In their eyes, the chief pur- 


pose of the organization would be | 


as a measuring-stick to hold the 
majors in line on film rentals. 
The maneuvers of Si Fabian. 
| Ted Gamble and other undisclosed 
principals for control of United 


of keeping rentals ‘within reason,” 
| judged, of course, by exhibition 


| standards, than to propel the syn- | 


dicate into lush profit-taking as 
| producers and distribs. With those 
|maneuvers still fruitless, it 
| garded as more than probable that 
'circuit ops will turn to the forma- 
tion of a new company. 

| Sparking the movement—and 
| making it more likely—is the now 
current push by 20th-Fox for high- 
er rentals and the indications that 
other majors are heading in the 
same__ direction. Theatre men 
frankly disbelieve the majors’ con- 
tention that a more “equitable” 
share of the film dollar must go to 





| Conciliation Blues 
New Jersey Allied, after 
| blasting 20th’s proposal to 
hoist rentals, in a_ lengthy 
statement, wound up by say- 
ing: 

“It is evident that (Andy) 
Smith’s conciliation boards 
will he very busy from now 
on.” 


(. Skouras Backs 
Upped Rentals 
For Top Films 


Hollywood, March 29. 

| Instructions by Charles _ P. 
| Skouras, head of National The- 
atres, to his aides to support the 
majors’ drive for higher film rent- 
|als has raised plenty of distrib 
‘eyebrows. District and _ theatre 
managers at NT’s FWC Southern 
California division were told to 
| “give all good pictures all the film 
rental they can get.” 

NT, heretofore, has been a tough 
‘nut to crack on rental terms. 
| Skouras, in a change of pace, said 
| he believes theatres must support 
worthy pix if studios are to con- 
tinue making them. 

While major distribs may not 
always agree with Skouras on what 











clared he has a strong talking 
| Betnt in amount of rental paid 
| (Continued on page 18) 


| 
| 





Indie Producer Sues 
Rep. on Distrib Deal 


Columbus, O., March 29. 
|- John K. Teaford & Co., inde- 
_pendent producer of Union City, 
10. filed a $1,800,000 breach-of- 
contract suit in Franklin county 
‘common pleas court Friday. (25) 
‘against Republic Pictures. 

Firm claims it gave an exclusive 
contract to Republic to distribute 
several of the Teaford-made films 
and that $1,800,000 in profits have 
never been handed over. 
two pix were mentioned in the 
petition, “Winter Wonderland” and 
“The French Key.” Teaford con- 
tended it financed and produced 
these films. Petition also charged 
that Republic refuses to give Tea- 
ford an accounting. 

Suit was brough: 


county courts via a technical law 
‘procedure which permits the Tea- 
‘ford firm to attach Republic prop- 
{erty in Ohio. 


constitutes proper rental, he de-| 


“Only | 


into Franklin | 


distribution. They are convinced 
that the distribs are making more 
than is admitted in print and that 
production costs have not yet been 
brought within reasonable bounds. 

Check on Costs 

These convictions, it 
| stood, have spurred the idea of set- 
ting up a measuring-stick. The 
big circuit ops want a company of 
their own so that they can have a 
constant check on the production 
nut claimed for pix and the as- 
serted costs of distribution of ma- 
jor product. By reference to their 
own overhead and outlays, these 
exhibs would be in a favorable po- 
sition to argue rentals. 

The new exhib-controlled outfit 
would also give these theatre men 
'a whiphold on production. Once 
in a position where employees of 
the company were negotiating for 
_indie product, or that made on the 
'lot, exhibs with access to the com- 





| knowledge of what the majors are 
| (Continued on page 14) 


RKO Realignment Brings 
 § Changes in N. Y. Area 


| Realignment of RKO division 
managers this week will see eight 
changes in the N. Y. metropolitan 
area and upstate N. Y. Michael 


Edelstein, formerly in N. Y., is be- 








ing brought down from Rochester- | 


Syracuse district to handle the 
Palace, Fordham, Coliseum, Re- 
gent, Alhambra and Hamilton in 


New York City. Lee Koken, who} 


had charge of the last four-named 
houses, has been placed perma- 
nently in charge of concessions de- 
partment. He formerly handled 
much of this activity along with 
ithe four theatres. 
| Sol Sorkin, manager of the 
Flushing, goes to Syracuse as city 
/'manager. H. R. Emde, division 
‘+ manager, who formerly handled 
Newark. Union City, the 86th 
Street, 125th St., and Palace, also 
will have added to his lineup the 
Chester and Franklin in the Bronx. 
Sigurd Wexco has the Flushing 
‘added to his setup. 

Charles Oelrich, 
in the Bronx, goes to Brooklyn 
where he will have the Kenmore, 
Tilyou, Shore Road, Kepublic, 
Prospect and Dyker. 

Harry Weiss, Brooklyn division 
manager, is upped to division 
manager of theatres in Minnesota 
and Iowa, headquartering in Min- 
neapolis. Robert Whalen stays as 
his assistant. 

Under the changes, John Hearns 
will have the 81st Street, 23d St., 
Colonial, Pelham, Castle Hill and 
Marble Hill. All the shifts involve 
division managers excepting Sor- 
| kin, who was Flushing manager. 


| 


Artists was aimed more as a way | 


is re-| 


is under- | 


pany’s books would have a better | 


who has been | 


RDSTICK ON RE 


NTALS 











20th’s Drive for Bigger Returns Seen 
Developing Similarly for Other Cos. 





| 
| 20th Into Action 

In line with its drive for a 
25% boost in rentals, 20th- 
Fox swung into drastic action 
this week. Several large east- 
ern circuits have been advised 
that all bookings of 20th prod- 
uct must be specifically nego- 
tiated on terms where licens- 
ing contracts have not yet 
been signed. 

These exhibs have been 
asked to cancel their play- 
dates on films of 20th which 
have been pencilled in, pend- 
ing these negotiations. Old 
terms for the pix, where not 
specifically inked in contracts, 
are no longer applicable and 
new ones must be worked out, 
circuit toppers have been in- 
formed. It is customary to 
book pix in advance on recog- 
nized terms and then iron out 
details when licensing deals 
are inked. 








Rental Hikes Are 
‘Laughable’: 20th 


| Cracking back at independent 
| exhibitors who lost little time in 
| labeling 20th-Fox’s new drive for 
increased rentals a “brass-knuckle” 
routine, a top 20th spokesman de- 
clared this week that “there is so 
much justice on our side in this 
argument that it’s almost laugh- 
able.” At the same time, he 
stressed that 20th, in trying to re- 
align the splitup of profits be- 
tween distribution and exhibition 
for the first time since the industry 
has been stabilized, is pacing one 
of the most important and far- 
reaching innovations yet to bit the 
film business. 

New 20th veepee Al Lichtman, 
who’s spearheading the 20th drive 


for boosted rentals in conjunction | 


with sales veepee Andy W. Smith, 
'Jr.,and ad-publicity veepee Charles 
Einfeld, meanwhile, singled out 
'N. Y. indie circuit operator Harry 
| Brandt for one of the nfost severe 
_tongue-drubbings ever handed an 
|exhibitor by a distribution topper. 
| Speaking on his arrival yesterday 
| (Tues.) in Philadelphia for another 
series of roundtable discussions 
| with exhibs in that city, Lichtman 
accused Brandt of wearing the 


| growing 


Brandt's Beefs On. 


brass knuckles, “judging from the | 
'sidiaries, to relinquish claims for 
making for himself, or else he has 


|} advantageous deals he has been 


been using chloroform on the film 
salesmen.” 

Referring to Brandt’s blast 
earlier in the week against the 
“unconscionable, arbitrary and un- 
“This is 


|'Lichtman retaliated: 


fair pricing of films by 20th-Fox,” | 


startling in view of the fact that | 
we have not met with the exhibi- | 


‘tors nor officially with Mr. Brandt 
| and thus had an opportunity to dis- 
close our plans to them. From 
‘inquiries I have made regarding 
‘accounts in our New York ex- 
_change, I have been informed that 
| Brandt has been buying for him- 
‘self and his booking combine at 
| ridiculously low prices.” 

'Ed Grainger to Do 


| Semi-Doc on Iwo Jima 


Edmund Grainger, who recently 
produced Republic’s “Wake of the 
Red Witch,” feels that story trends 
in the industry “don’t. mean a 
thing.” For the public, he main- 
tains, is ripe for good entertain- 
ment and the way that the subject 
matter is presented is what counts 
,in the final analysis. 

Prior to returning to the Coast 
last week after a week’s stay in 
New York, Grainger revealed he’s 
now working on a semi-documen- 
tary which will deal with the U. S. 





Marines’ South Pacific battles. To | 


be tagged “The Sands of Iwo Jima,” 
the film is expected to roll in June 


¢ The big drive by 20th-Fox to 
| hoist 


| shows signs of developing into an 


film rentals another 25% 
offensive by all the majors for 
bigger returns to distribution. 
While 20th is the only outfit to 
openly trumpet its objectives, in- 
dications this week point to a 
determination by the other com- 
panies to stay abreast the growing 
battle. The entire industry is gear- 
ing for what may be the bitterest 
exhib-distrib fracas in many years. 

Plans have been quietly formu- 
lated by all other majors to shove 
rentals to a level which would 
again “restore the balance of 
profits in the industry.” That de- 
termination is whetted by the 
threatened loss of theatre interests 
and the knowledge that the distrib 
wing is now the vital segment of 
major company activities. 

On the other hand, the campaign 
is expected to touch off an un- 
precedented string of attacks from 
exhib organizations. With the 
tension, every theatre 
group, ranging from Allied to The- 
atre Owners of America, will line 
up in an effort to stave off the 
distrib assault on rentals. Already 
the opening gun has been fired 
in the form of a challenge by Har- 
ry Brandt’s Independent Theatre 
Owners of America to 20th’s Spy- 
ros Skouras, Al Lichtman and 
Andy W. Smith, Jr., for a full-dress 
debate. 

Exhib organziations’ reaction to 
the 20th announcement of a rental 
boost proved as instantaneous as it 
was inevitable. In a string of ex- 
plosions, five groups riddled the 
campaign in bulletins circulated 

(Continued on page 20) 


N.Y. Court Approves 
20th-Fox Settlement 
Vs. C. P. Skouras, et al 


A referee’s settlement of the 
long-pending minority stockholder 
actions brought against 20th-Fox, 
its wholly owned subsidiary, Na- 
tional Theatres, and some 15 in- 
dividual defendants was approved 
Monday (29) by N.Y. Supreme 
Court Justice Ferdinand Pecora as 
a “fair and reasonable” adjust- 
ment. Court held that the best 
interests of the stockholders would 
be better served by approval and 
it therefore ‘granted a motion to 
confirm the Referee Jacob Demov’s 
report. 

Terms of thé settlement call for 
defendants Elmer C. Roden, Frank 
P. “Rick” Ricketson, Jr., Harold 
J. Fitzgerald and Charles P. Skou- 
ras, all execs of NT and its sub- 





percentage compensation totalling 
not less than $1,750,000 due them 
under employment contracts. An 
amendment.of Skouras’ pact is also 
expected to result in a saving of 
an additional $1,750,000 over a 
seven-year period starting in 1948. 

Justice Pecora pointed out in his 
paper that all 20th-Fox stockholders 
were apprised of the issues involved 
in the actions as well as the text 
of the settlement offer. A _ sub- 
sequent hearing resulted in only 
nine stockholders, owning a total 
of 65814 shares, who protested the 

(Continued on page 20) 


‘Hamlet’ Awards Fail 
To Help U on Chi Dates 


Chicago, March 29. 
Although “Hamlet” won double 
Academy awards, Universal ex- 
change here is unable to catch 





‘cream that usually accompanies re- 


run of films in Loop houses. Win- 
ner was pulled out of Apollo after 
17 weeks, with Balaban & Katz cir- 
cuit bringing in two reissues last 
week. 

According to Jackson Park de- 
cree, which was modified for road- 
show of “Hamlet,” court permis- 
sion must be granted for another 
Loop showing. Tom McConnell, 
attorney for the Jackson Park, is 
hospitalized, and it is likely that 
any such request to the federal 
court, would be postponed until he 
could appear. 
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THE M-G 





As the Hollywood Reporter says: 

“Things are really jumping at M-G-M!” 
Big pictures completed and in production! 
Never anything like it! 

Never has any Studio been clicking with 
Such enthusiasm, vigor and success! 

This is M-G-M’s Anniversary Year! 

Truly an M-G-M Year! ; 

Ride with the winner! 
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Film Engineers Seek to Convert 


Prings, 
Ville, -audied 


Projection Speed to Conform to TV. 





Underlining the growing affinity+ 


he film industry and tele- 
ninety was revealed this week 
that she Society of Motion Picture 
Engineers will attempt to convince 
the film industry to convert the | 


dar | 
ie current speed of 24 frames per | 
second to 30 frames, same speed | 


at which TV operates. 

In another indication of the | 
SMPE’s new emphasis on video, | 
the society this week unanimously | 
elected CBS engineering veepee | 
William B. Lodge to its board of | 
governors. He is the first person | 
from outside the film industry to | 
be tapped by the SMPE, and was | 
elected, according to prez Earl 1. | 
Sponable, because of the society’s 
desire to have a top tele engineer 
on its governing body. Irving B. | 
Kahn, 20th-Fox television program | 
manager, was named _ publicity 
chief for the SMPE. 

Change in the system of projec- 
tion, which is expected to be one 
of the chief topics up for discus- 
sion at the SMPE’s five-day meet | 
in New York next week, will cost 
the film industry several million 
dollars if adopted, since it would 
necessitate a change in projection- 


| ° > 
booth equipment throughout the 
country. Revised system would | nor! y e S 


thus be comparable to the intro- 
duction of sound in the film in- 
dustry and, according to SMPE 
spokesmen, would be almost as 
valuable. 

Primary reason for the shift is a | 


standardization of theatre and TV |~ 


film projection equipment because 
of the steadily-increasing use of 
standard film for video. Because of 
the present difference in projec- 
tion speeds between the two media, 
all film originally produced for 
theatres must be reprinted for use 
on TV. 

Ultimate aim of the shift, how- 
ever, is a switchover in theatre 
projection from its eurrent me- 
chanical system to an electronic 
process, which would scan pictures 


much the same as a projector in a | 
TV studio now scans them. In ad- | 


dition to providing an ease of pro- 
jection now unknown, the elec- 
tronic process would also be less 
costly in the long run _ since it 
would have far fewer moving parts 
for replacement. 


Rubin Thinks M-G 
Holds Best Spot To 





To Nip Divorcement 


The belief that Metro holds the | 


strongest defensive position of any 
of the Big Five to beat the Gov- 
ernment’s anti-trust divorcement 
drive—one widely shared by in- 
dustry legalites—was strengthened 
y J. Robert Rubin, Metro's gen- 
eral councel, at last week’s stock- 
holder meet. Rubin, who chair- 


manned the meeting, was emphatic | 


that the company will make no 





d 35m film projection from | 


ros P. 


20th’s New TV Process 


Latest developments in in- 
stantaneous theatre television 
projection were unveiled at a 
private screening Monday 
night (28) at the 20th-Fox 
homeoffice for 20th prez Spy- 
Skouras, RCA prexy 
Frank M. Folsom and other 
execs of the two companies. 
System, developed jointly by 
20th and RCA, is the same 
which will be demonstrated at 
the Society of Motion Picture 
Engineers’ convention, which 
tees off next Monday (4) at the 
Hotel Statler, N. Y. 

Monday night’s showing was 
restricted to officials of RCA 
and 20th so as not to take the 
edge off the SMPE demonstra- 
tion. It is reported, however, 
that the system, which utilizes 
an instantaneous projection 
method as distinguished from 
Paramount’s intermediate film 
method, gives a picture almost 
as good as standard motion 
picture projection. 











Metro Brushoff 


A bickering aggregate of minor 
Metro stockholders, in a mood for 
beefing, stretched the company’s 
annual meeting Friday (25) far 
past the usual lunch-hour adjourn- 


ment. The complaints made up in 
volume and vehemence for what 
|they lacked in specifics, ranging 
the gamut from the trivial to 
the silly. Nadir was hit when 


one particularly noisy shareholder | 
manage- | 


squawked because the 
ment had failed to number the 
pages of the annual report. 

Even the announcement by J. 
Robert Rubin, general counsel pre- 
siding at the conclave, that Metro’s 
earnings had bounced sharply in 
the second quarter of fiscal °49 
|failed to quell the dissidents. 
Group, however, was as weak in 
voting power as they were strong 
in decibels. It failed to stop a vote 
of confidence and, thanks to the 
management, passed by the stock- 
holders. 

Rubin had cause to complain 
frequently about stockholders 





| belligerent mood.” 
| neatly handled the scattered heck- 
lers, turning the laugh on them in 
frequent exchanges. The main 
gripe, apparently, was the decline 
of the market value of Loew’s com- 
mon stock, and the chief pitch was 
that the company should reduce 
salaries. Management, however, 
(Continued on page 14) 





efforts for a settlement of the | Dickering Continues 


suit along the lines of the Para- 


mount-RKO splitup deals. | 
In the 22 locales where Loew’s | On Schine Decree 


operates theatres, Rubin told the | 
shareholders, there are no closed | 
situations. In each, the company 
a Substantial competition from. 
ndies and affiliates. “We are there-| 
ore hopeful that Loew’s position 
b considered legally unassaila- | 
le.” Rubin said. 
Metro's legal topper is of the 

opinion that neither 20th-Fox nor 
oak Bros. will settle their suits. 
Ivorcement basis. Twentieth, | 


} 
| 
{ 


Washington, March 29. 
Dickering continues here on a 


consent decree with the Schine 
theatres. Currently, the activity 
has simmered down while the 


Schine lawyers work on proposals 
for the trade practices section of 
the decree. The list of theatres to 
be divested has already been set- 
tled, but the trade practices section 
has been holding things up. 

A settlement can come at any 


he said, “hopes to save the vast |time that the Government and the 


(Continued on page 20) 


Weitman’s Par 0.0 


Pans Weitman, a veepee of Par- 
r Service Corp., returned to| 
swing Monday (28) from his first | 
tore through Malco circuit terri- | 


: le has been a si i - 
‘ SSl 


distrib Split of Par. 
- eitman spent a week visiting | 
: — of Malco setup, includ- | 
vemphis, Little Rock, Hot | 
t. Smith and Fayettes- | 





| 


proposed theatre- | “Man on the Eiffel Tower,” 


Schine lawyers bridge the little 
gap between them over the trade 
practices section. 








RKO Eyes ‘Eiffel Tower’ 
Hollywood, March 29. 
Howard Hughes will eye the 
Franchot Tone-Irving Allen a? 
iis 
week with a view toward possible 
RKO release. 
Producers previously talked to 
United Artists prez Grad Sears but 
the deal didn’t go through. A Paris 


| locationer, film was lensed in Cine- 


“who come to these meetings in a | 
Metro topper | 


‘CONSENT DEGREES 


| 
| 
| 


Consent decrees currently winding 
up the anti-trust actions against 
major companies are, in the opin- 


ion of many trade observers, anti- | 
divorcement of | 
theatres from the production-dis- | 


climactie. Final 


tribution end of the business is 


seen as of relatively minor impor- | 


tance to the overall changes that 
have resulted in the industry since 
the Dept. of Justice filed its mo- 
nopoly suit 11 years ago. 

An accumulation of concessions 


has been made to the Government | 
by the majors in that time that | 


has almost completely revolution- 
ized the sales and exhibition sides 
of picturedom. Most significant 
effect, in taking a long glance back- 
ward, is that competition within 
the industry has been tremendous- 
ly increased—precisely the object 
of the D. of J., o€ course. 

Result of this, many film men 
are ready to admit, has not been 
| the death knell so direly predicted 
| before the initial consent decree 
}was inked in 1940. Instead, the 
eventual outcome is very possibly 
seen as more coin for everyone. 
With producers, distribs and exhibs 
shaken out of the accepted pat- 


|terns of the industry that hard- | 
ened during the ’20s and ’30s (the | 


wartime ’40s made for an untypi- 
cal era), they are being forced into 
a battle that may well make for 
better pictures and better selling— 


both to the exhibitor and by the | 


exhibitor. Result will be more 
money in the industry pot to divvy 

Finale to blockbooking and blind 
selling that came with the first 
consent decree has been perhaps 


the most revolutionary change, vis- | 


ible at a glance, resulting from the 
Government action. More difficult 
(Continued on page 20) 


SIMPP Ignores Snub 
By MPAA to Sit In 
Anglo-Yank Session 


Burned at the failure of the Mo- 
\tion Picture Assn. of America to 
| invite it to sit in on the sessions 





|of the Joint Anglo-American Film | 


| Council next month, Society of In- 
|dependent Motion Picture Produ- 


|eers will nevertheless take no ac-| 


‘tion on the matter or make repre- 
‘ sentations to MPAA prexy 
‘Johnston. That was determined at 


_a meeting last Friday (25) of the 


eastern committee of SIMPP with | 
Ellis Arnall, president of the indie | 


| group. 

Lengthy discussion ended in the 
| conclusion that SIMPP had no 
‘grounds for a squawk unless the 
'American delegation made commit- 
'ments which would involve indies. 


/SIMPP, as it has made clear be- | 


fore, will no longer feel in any 
way bound by foreign agreements 
in- the making of which it is not 
represented. 

{ Otherwise, it was agreed, MPAA 
land the British Film Producers 
/ Assn. are wholly within’ their 


‘rights in holding private sessions | 
without reps of the indie produ- | 


cers. U. S. delegation to the Coun- 


cil, which will meet April 21-23 | 


in Washington, consists of Para- 
mount prexy Barney Balaban, Me- 
tro topper Nicholas M. Schenck 
‘and Johnston. Britons are J. 
Arthur Rank, Sir Alexander Korda 
and Sir Henry French, BFPA chief. 


Hal Wallis Doubling 
| Quota of Pix for Par 


Hollywood, March 29. 
Hal Wallis’ annual quota of three 





features for Paramount release will | 
| be increased to five this year, and | 


‘possibly six. Producer's new con- 
tract with the studio calls for 12 
pictures with an overall budget of 
$18,000,000. 

Currently Wallis has “Rope of 
Sand” in the editing stage and “My 
Friend Irma” and “File on Thelma 


Jordon” in work. Others slated for 


(1949 are “September,” starring 
Joan Fontaine, and “The Furies,” 
with Barbara Stanwyck. A possible 
starter is “No Escape,” with Burt 
Lancaster in top spot. 


HT RESHA 


British 5% Quota Cut Seen as Bid 
ANTI-CLIMACTIC For Bargaining Position at D.C. Parley 


* Opinion is held by U. S. film 


Eric | 


PES BIZ 





-?> 





| 
| No Loophole 
London, March 29. 
British government has been 
unable to find a loophole in 
the Havana and Geneva trade 
agreements which would per- 
mit it to reintroduce the rent- 
ers’ quota. Renters quota, 
which was abolished last fall, 
required all distribs in Britain 
to handle a specific percentage 
of British-made footage. 
Restoration of this quota 
was advocated by the Cinema 
Exhibitors Assn. and National 
Assn. of Theatrical Kine Em- 
ployees, but the Board of 
Trade advised a government 
committee that international 
agreements precluded such ac- 
tion. 








See Commons Sure 


To OK. 40% Today 


London, March 29. 


Although House of Commons 
debate on the revised 40% quota 


law is scheduled to open tomorrow wise, it is thought, the BFPA would 


(Wed) and continue the next day, 
it’s a foregone conclusion that the 
| Board of Trade recommendation 
| will be adopted. The Laborites are 
making the vote a party issue and 
there will be the threat of disciplin- 
ary action against the M.P.’s who 


Among exhibs there is strong 
feeling against Harold Wilson, 
Board of Trade president, for hav- 
|}ing ignored representations made 
jon their behalf. Only a few hours 


| before he made his decision, Wil- | 


|the meetings. 


might choose to oppose the figure. | 


men that British Board of Trade 
prexy Harold Wilson’s move last 
week in announcing a British quota 
reduction of only 5% was aimed 
at putting the English delegation 
|in a favorable bargaining position 
when the Joint Anglo-American 
Film Council meets in Washington 
next month. It is expected that the 
Britons will express their willing- 
ness to prevail upon Wilson for a 
| further reduction of the quota if 
| the Americans are willing to make 
| concessions. 


Anticipation is that the United 
Kingdom producers will be seek- 
ing a break in playing time for 
their pix on American circuits, 
Yanks have already made it re- 
peatedly clear that there is no way 
of committing themselves to such a 
project. Best they could do would 
be to make vague promises of help 
regarding their own houses and 








' 
| 
| 
j 
} 


promise to use moral suasion on 
other circuits. 

Even such help will not be of- 
fered now unless the British are 
able to make very solid conces- 
sions on the quota. Although the 
delegation is not representative of 
the government, but merely of the 
British Film Producers Assn., it is 
anticipated that it must have some 
very real power to bargain. Other- 


not have been so anxious to hold 
Americans have 
been cold to the sessions, 

Hope of using the quota as a 
bargaining wedge at the Council 
stanzas in Washington April 21-23 
is seen as the only reason that 


| Wilson disregarded the recommen- 
| dation of the British Films Advi- 


sory Council to reduce the figure 
to 3314% and came out for the 
40% quota instead of the present 


| 45%. 


|son listened to a plea by the Cin- | 
|ema Exhibitors Assn. that the first | } son 
| filmites sizzling to the extent that 


‘feature quota be brought down to 
25°% with a token quota of 10% 
for supporting pix. 

The producers, on the other 
hand, make no secret of their 
pleasure at the outcome of the 
negotiations. The only opposition 
labor voice is that of Tom O’Brien, 
M.P. and general secretary of the 
National Assn. of Theatrical Kine 
Employees, who declares that Wil- 
son would have rendered a greater 
service to the industry if he had 
encouraged the production of qual- 
ity British pix and had accepted a 
greater cut in the quota. 

Speaking at the annual luncheon 
of the Assn. of Specialized Film 
'Producers, prexy F. A. Hoare ex- 
pressed satisfaction that Wilson 
'hadn’t succumbed to pressure to 
cut the quota. He expressed regret 
that there hadn’t been a progres- 
sive raising of the barrier since 
protection, he said, was absolutely 
essential in the process of building 
‘domestic production. 


Friars Dinner Salutes 


Sid Grauman’s Recovery 
Hollywood, March 29. 





Toppers 
about 300 of ’em, turned out to 
pay homage to Sid Grauman at a 
testimonial dinner at the Friars 
Club. It was the first testimonial 
even held in those precincts. All 
| previous dinners were roastfests in 
| which the guest of honor was put 
on the pan. This time all was 
sweetness and gentility. The din- 
| ner was held to welcome him back 
| to good health, after a severe ill- 
| ness. 

Rupert Hughes opened as toast- 
master, subbing for George Jes- 
sel, the original entry. Later in 
the evening an ancient character 
was introduced as M. S. Levine, 
the oldest exhibitor in the uni- 
verse. When he removed his white 
whiskers he was revealed as none 
other than Jessel. 

Adventures and gags in the early 
days of Hollywood were recounted 
by Joe Schenck, Mack Sennett, 
Samuel Goldwyn, Darryl Zanuck, 
Charles P. Skouras, Jack L. War- 
ner, Al Jolson, George Burns and 
| Mayor Fletcher Bowron, 


In any case, the minor trimming 
that Wilson promises has U. S. 


the British delegation will step to 
the plate at the Washington ses- 
sions with two strikes already 
against it. Britons are J. Arthur 
Rank, Sir Alexander Korda and Sir 
Henry French, of the BFPA. Amer- 
icans are Eric Johnston, Motion 
Picture Assn. of America topper; 
Paramount prez Barney Balaban 
and Metro chief Nicholas M. 
Schenck. 


Rank-Korda’s Sales 
Accord in Certain 
Foreign Markets 


Deal currently being worked out 
by which J. Arthur Rank’s distrib- 
uting organization would handle 
the product of competitor Sir 
Alexander Korda in certain foreign 





| territories is aimed at assuring 


maximum returns for British films, 
regardless of the producer. Coun- 
tries, outside of England, where 
Rank will distribute Korda pix are 
those in which Rank owns theatres. 

While Rank and Korda may in 
a manner compete with each other 





in the film business, | 


in England, objective of both of 
them is not only maximum income 
\for their films, but maximum 
quantity of foreign exchange 
/amassed for Britain. It is figured 
that this can best be accomplished 
| by having the pix released by a 
|distrib who can throw them inte 
his own houses. 

Korda has his own distributing 
| company, British Lion, but it does 
not have branches in a number of 
|nations, such as Australia and 
| South Africa, where Rank has cir- 
(Continued on page 18) 


Daff’s U-Rank Progress 


Al Daff, assistant foreign man- 
ager of Universal, returned to New 
York Sunday (27), following three 
weeks in London. 

He was gm England to protest 
failure of the J. Arthur Rank cir- 
cuits to give Universal adequate 
bookings. Rank owns a large block 
of stock in U. It is understood that 
Daff made some advance in getting 
an improvement of the booking 
situation. 
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Universal- International 
extends its congratulations to the 
J. Arthur Rank Organization 


. for the * 
Academy Awards won by 


“HAMLET” 


as the 


Best Picture 
of the Year 


ins 
QUICHCE Ohorer 


as the 


Best Actor 
of the Year 


and for the Awards 
to CARMEN DILLON 
for the Best Set Decoration; 


to ROGER K. FURSE 
| for the Best Art Direction, 
and the Best Costume Design. 
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“HAMLET ’ is a Universal-International Release 
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Spring Weather Ups Chi; ‘Command’ 
Sock $31,000, ‘Joan’ Terrif $35,000, 
Belinda- Madre’ Tidy 136 on Awards “..ti*,' 235." 


Chicago, March 29. 

Spring breezes are blowing 
heavy grosses for Loop houses this 
round. New product plus strong 
holdovers will give downtown thea- 
tres their best week in months. 
“Command Decision at Woods 
shapes socko $31,000 while “Joan 
of Arc” at Grand on grind policy 
and upped scale should hit smash 
$35,000. “Canadian Pacific” at 


Roosevelt 


seems set for neat $18,000. 


Belinda” and “Sierra Madre” at 
Apollo are likely to hit tidy $13,- 


< Martin and “Whispering 


* at the Chicago lead the} 
~ove. nd fe nice $56,000. | 
“Mother Is Freshman” with Nellie | 
Lutcher and Charlie Ventura band | 
is big $45,000. | 
“Paisan” at World in 10th week is | 


second-weekers at 


at Oriental still 


holding amazingly well. 


Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,400; 50-98)— 
“Johnny Belinda” (WB)  and| 


“Sierra Madre” (WB). Neat $13,000 | 


on return dates. Last week, “Ham- 
let” (U) (17th wk), $6,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Whispering Smith” (Par) with 
Tony Martin personal (2d wk). 


Hefty $56,000 in sight. Last week, | 


$69,000 below hopes. 


Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 


“Bomba” (Mono) and “Big Fight” | 


(Mono) (2d wk). Fine $7,500. Last 
week, $11,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO). Sock $35,000. 
looms on grind policy. Last week, 
“It Ain’t Hay” (U) and ‘Ghost 
Catchers” (U) (reissues), $12,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—“Mother Is Freshman” (20th) 


2 





v 


looks excellent $20,000. | 
“Sun Comes Up” at United ed 


Academy award honored “John- | 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
er the U. S. amusement 
ax. 
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CARSON UNIT LIFTS 
‘LAW’ $31,000, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, March 29. 


Jack Carson’s st ‘ Last week, 
s stageshow teamed | (UA) and “Valiant Hombre” (UA) | 


with “I Cheated the Law” is smart 


| at Loew’s State and week’s best 


| bet. 
| “Sierra 


lus Nellie Lutcher and Charlie | 


entura orch onstage (2d wk). Ex- 
cellent $45,000. 


$59,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500: 50-98)— 
“Woman's Secret” (RKO) = and 
“Blackie’s Chinese Revenge” 
(RKO). Fair $15,000. Last week, 
“Family Honeymoon” (U) (2d wk), 
oke $12,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Canadian Pacific’ (20th). Fast 
$20,000. Last week, “South of St. 
Louis” (WB) (2d wk), $13,000. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 
ae Shoes” (EL) (14th 
wk). 
Last week, $12,400. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—"“Undercover Man” (Col) (2d wk). 
Okay $20,000. Last week, $31,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98)—“‘Sun Comes Up” (M-G). Trim 
$18,000 . Last week, “No Minor 
Vices” (M-G), fair $14,000. 

s Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
Command Decision” (M-G). Socko 
$31,000. Last week, 
ment” (RKO) (4th wk), $12,000. 


SPRING CLIPS ST. LOO 
ALBE‘T ‘DOOR’ $17,500 


St. Louis, March 29. 
Trade at firstruns is on the skids 
with spring temperatures on tap. 
Knock On Any Door” is out in 
front among newcomers with “Kiss 
In Dark” a strong second. ‘South 
of St. Louis” shapes just okay de- 
spite title calculated to stir local 
interest. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50- 
15)— “Kiss in Dark” (WB) and 
Flaxy Martin” (WB). Good $16,- 
000. Last week, “Family Honey- 
moon” (U) and “Incident” (Mono), 





$15,000. 
uox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)— 
South of St. Louis” (WB) and 


Henry, Rainmaker” (Mono). Okay 
17,000. Last week, “Boy Green 
air , (RKO) and “Christopher 
Blake” (WB), $14,000. 
wpvoew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
Knock On Any Door” (Col). Fine 
$17,500. Last week, “The Bribe” 
M-G) and “The Search” (M-G) (2d 
Wk), $13,000. 
a Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
;Family Honeymoon” ‘(U) and 
gration West” (RKO) (m.o.). Trim 
tu £000. Last week, “Criss Cross” 
) and “Walked by Night” (RL) 
M.0.), $6,500. 
pot. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 


Fighting O'Flynn” (U) and “Kid- | 


al (Mono) (2d wk). Down to 
_ after solid $10,000 opener. 

uppnady Oak (F&M) ($1.20-$2.40)— 

‘a a (U) (10th wk). Climbing 

= 5,000 from sturdy $4,000 last 
eek on Academy laurels. 

Shubert (ind) (1,500: 50-75) — 

nchantment” (RKO) (2d wk). 


to $5,000 after fancy = 


initial week, 


“Enchant- | 


| “Cheated Law” 
ast week, big | 


Standing up well at $12,000. | 


| 
| 





| 





Madre” are’ showing 


strength. 
Estimates for This Week 
Allen (WB) (3,057: 
“Walking Hills” (Col). 
000. Last week, “Chicken Every 
Sunday” (20th), $12,000. 


Esquire (Community) (700: $2.40) 


—"Red Shoes” (EL) (14th wk). 
Fine $7,000, after $7,200 last 
stanza. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,465; 55-70)— 


“Johnny Belinda” (WB) and “Sier- 
ra Madre” (WB) (2d runs). Hearty 
$18,000. Last week, “South of St. 
Louis” (WB), $20,000. | 

Palace (RKO) (3,284: 55-70)—' 
“Dear to Heart” (RKO). Medium 
$15,500. Last week, “To Sea in 
Ships” (20th), $16,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 70-90) — 
and Jack Carson 
stageshow with Marion Hutton, 
Robert Alda. Stage layout upping 
to big $31,000. Last week, ‘“Fam- 
ily Honeymoon” (U) oke $10,000. 


Pigeon -1. Dorsey 
Strong 196, Balto 


Baltimore, March 29. 
Balmy weather over weekend 
nicked most downtown tills here, 
with the only entry beating thé | 
opposition. “Take Me Out to Ball- 
game,” at Loew’s Century, shapes | 





very big. Tommy Dorsey is help- | 
ing “Clay Pigeon” at combo Hip-| 
podrome to a strong figure. Rest 
of list is just fair. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3.000; 20- | 
60)—“‘Ball Game”’ (M-G). Reaching | 
out for wartime figure. with $21.- | 
000 likely. Last week, “Bride” | 
(M-G), $11,200. | 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-70) — “Clay Pigeon” 
Leaning on Tommy Dorsey orch | 
for strong $19,000. Last week, | 
“Parole, Inc.” 
from Woody Herman orch, $18,300. | 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- | 
60)—“‘Red Canyon” (U). Fairish 
response $11,000. Last week, “Nick 
Beal” (Par), $9,800. 

Mayfair (Hicks) 
“Own True Love” (Par). Mild $4,- | 
000. Last week, “Red Pony” (Rep), | 
$4,600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— | 
“Letter Three Wives” (20th) (3d 
wk). Holding well at $7,000 after 
good second round to $9,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 


(980; 20-65) — | 


“Johnny Belinda” (WB) (2d run). | 
$8.000. | 


Not getting any place at 
Last week, “South St. Louis’ (WB) | 
(2d wk), mild $7,770. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
— “Mourning Becomes Electra” 
(RKO). Not big $9,000 possibility. 
Last week, “Dear to Heart” (RKO) 
(2d wk), okay $7,100. 


‘Witch’ Real Whopper 
In Denver at $25,000 


Denver, March 29. 
“Wake of Red Witch” is showing 





| the way here currently with a wow 


‘total in three spots. 


“Dear to My 
Heart” also is doing nicely at Or- 
pheum. “Nick Beal” is getting sec- 
ond week at Denham but on fair 
side. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
—“Act of Murder” (U) and “Coun- 
(Continued on page 18) 


Hipp’s “Johnny Belinda” and | 


55-70)— | 
Great $17,- | 


| “Homicide” 


(RKO). | 





Mont’l.; ‘Road House’ 17G 


Montreal, March 29. 
“Every Girl Married” and “Road 
House” will pace new entries here 
this week. Both are sock. “Snake 
Pit” is still holding strong in sec- 


‘Married Stout $19,000, 
| 
| 


“Snake Pit” (20th) (2d wk). Fancy 
| $20,000 after smash first session at 
$26,000. 

Capitol (C.T.) (2,412: 34-60)— 
“Yellow Sky” (2d wk). Trim $12,- 
000 following okay first week at 


| $17,500. 

Palace (C.T.) (2,625: 34-60)—' 
“Every Girl Married” (RKO). Big 
| $19,000. Last week, “Jassy” (EL), 
dull $10,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131: 34-60)— 


“Road House” (20th). Great $17,- 
000. Last week, “Beyond Glory” 
(Par) (2d wk), fair $7,500. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839: 26-45)— 
“Blood and Sand” (20th) (reissue) 


and “Gay Intruders” (20th). Nice 
$8,500. Last week, “Letter Un- 
known Woman” (U) and “Miss 


Mink °49” (20th), steady $7,500. 
Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)— 
“Innocent Affair” (UA) and “Kings 
of Olympics” (UA). Oke $5,060. 
“This Is New York” 


(2d wk), $4,800. 


St. Louis Sturdy 





Detroit, March 29. 
No stageshow this week at the 
Fox, and it is helping many other 
spots downtown. Best bet cur- 
rently looks like Michigan’s “South 
of St. Louis” which shapes sturdy. 
Comparatively bigger is 
mand Decision” at the Adams. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— | 


“Mother Is Freshman” (20th) and 
“Intermezzo” (SRO) (reissue). Just 


| Okay $26,000. Last week, “Chicken 


Every Sunday” (20th) with Arthur 


Godfrey’s Talent Scouts unit on- | 


stage, solid $40,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
70-95) —“‘South of St. Louis’ (WB) 
and “Parole, Inc.” (Mono). Sturdy 
$25,000. Last week, “John Loves 
Mary” (WB) and “Flaxy Martin” 
(WB), $19,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900: 70-95) 
“Walked by Night” (EL) and “16 


|; Fathoms Deep” (Mono) (2d wk). 


Fine $16,000. 
$24,000. 


Last week, big 


United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70- | 


95)—“Kiss in Dark” (WB) and 
(WB). Okay $14,000. 
Last week, “Mourning Becomes 
Electra” (RKO), oke $15,000. 


Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-85)— 


“Walking Hills” (Col) and “Song | 


of India” (Col) (2d wk). Fair 


| $14,000. Last week, good $17,000. 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Command . Decision” (M - G). 
Strong $15,000. Last week, “Fam- 


|ily Honeymoon” .(U) and “High- 


way 13” (SG), (2d wk), $10,000. 


Downtown (Balaban) (2,800; 70- 


95)—“‘Act of Violence” (M-G) and 
“Winner Take All” (Mono). Thin 
$8,000. Last week, “Kissing Ban- 
dit” (M-G) and ‘Feathered Ser- 
pent” (Mono) (2d wk), $7,000. 


KNIGHT TO RKO 


Arthur Knight, ass’t curator of 





(EL), with big help | the Museum of Modern Art’s film! week. 
into RKO. | 


division, is moving 
Knight will work along with Ar- 
thur Good in the domestic distribu- 
tion of 16m pix. 

He takes over his new job Mon- 


| day (4). 


$25,000 Tops Det. 


“Com- | 


__ | wk). Still on skids with only about 


Bway Marks Time; El Paso’-Jordan 5, 
Anthony Orch $70,000, ‘Kiss -Lombardo 
$52,000, ‘Outpost’-Jenkins-Cardini 646 


| - Despite six new bills, the first ; “Last ggg wel Gavi. cae 
ll ° js | one week, doing slight $13,000. 
pte Figg ain — sd gg “owe 1S | Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.25)—~ 
jcutting into Broadway § firstrun | «pad Boy” (RKO) (2d wk-3 days). 
| business this session. Lenten sea-| First week highly disappointing at 
son and slight recession in indus- | $13,000, pred = —— Nga eit 
: in some time for a firstrun. o 
| trial activity also are factors but | Jesse James” (FC) being pushed in 
undoubtedly the trek of thousands | Friday (1). 
outdoors, via auto or on foot, hurt; paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
'most. Mercury soared above 70,/—‘E] Paso” (Par) plus Louis Jor- 
Sunday (27) after a mild Saturday, | = ss Sor ge Five, Bey, _— 
‘ , ing | orch, Pa enning heading stage 
jand many of people jamming bill (2d wk). First round ended 
Broadway Sunday were just out for) jacst night (Tues.) hit very good 
the stroll. Most houses had their | $70,000. In ahead, “Nick Beal” 





ed lure. Lawrence orch (2d wk), $58,000. 
Minor cuts in weekday admis-| Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Hamlet” (U). (27th wk). 


sions apparently exerted no influ- | Pwenty-sixth week climbed up to 
ence. 


In fact, those in forefront of | $15,000, via Academy awards; 
price trims are suffering most this ahead of last stanza. Continues. 
week. | Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
Best showing of new pictures is|fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — ‘Little 
being made by “El Paso,” with} Women” (M-G) with stageshow (3d 
Louis Jordan Five, Ray Anthony | wk). Doing nicely at $115,000, and 
band at Paramount where very| stays a fourth. Third was stout 
good $70,000 looms. “Outpost in} $125,000, very near initial week. 
Morocco” with Gordon Jenkins; “Connecticut Yankee” (Par) and 
band and Cardini heading stage- | Easter stageshow opens April 7. 
show shapes jyst okay $64,000 P Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98) — 
Capitol. '“Daughter of West” (FC). Modest 
“Kiss In Dark,” with an assist | $8,000 and does not hold. In ahead, 


from Guy Lombardo band topping | ‘“‘Alaska Patrol” (FC) and “The 
stage bill, is on disappointing side | Judge” (FC), okay $7,500. 
at around $52,000 at Strand. “Casa-| Rivoli (UAT - Par) (2,092: 60- 


blanca” is nice $20,000 on reissue $1.25)—“Portrait of Jennie” (SRO). 
at Mayfair. “Bad Boy” is a baddie | Opens today (Wed.) after benefit 
with $13,000 at Palace, and stays | preview show last night (Tues.). 
only three extra days. “Daughter | fn ahead, “Snake Pit” (20th) (21st 
of West” will be lucky to reach | wk-5 days), dim $3,500 after $8,400 
$8,000 at Rialto. for 20th week, below hopes. 

Holdovers and extended - runs Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80) — 
generally are hardest hit this| “Mother Is Freshman” (20th) plus 
round. Even “Ball Game” at State | phil Baker, Cab Calloway, iceshow 
dipped sharply to $27,000 in third topping stage layout (3d-final wk). 
week. “Knock On Any _ Door” | nown to light $56,000 or less after 
skidded to $12,000 for sixth Astor disappointing $68,000 for second. 
frame. “Littke Women” was Off | “The Fan” (20th) with Ginny 
| $10,000 to $115,000 on third session | Simms, Arnaut Bros., “Merry 
/at Music Hall but enough to win | widow” iceshow with Joan Hyi- 
|a fourth week. doft, Arnold Shoda onstage, opens 

Estimates for This Week Friday (1). 
| Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.80) State (Loew’s) (3,450; 50-$1.50)— 
| —Knock On Any Door” (Col) (6th | “Ball Game” (M-G) (4th wk). Starts 
today (Wed.). Third stanza fell off 
sharply to $27,000 or less after nice 
$37,000 for second week. Con- 
tinues. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; -70-$1.75)— 
“Kiss in Dark” (WB) plus Guy 
Lombardo Orch, Frank Marlowe, 
Hoctor & Byrd onstage. With plug 
for Jane Wyman as Academy win- 





|$16,000 likely this round; fifth, 

mild $18,000. “‘We Were Strangers” 
| (Col) opens April 26. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20-$2.40) 
—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (23d wk). 
|Holding well at $15,000 or near 
after $15,100 for 22d wk. Stays 


on indef ; : : 
_ , 3 ner talking in “Dark,” this is mod- 
Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 80-$1.80) | arately good $52,000 or near. Holds. 
_—"Outpost in Morocco” (UA) with | 7 act week, “South of St. Louis” 
Gordon Jenkins orch, Cardini (WB) with Desi Arnaz orch (3d 
heading stageshow. Initial week | wy 5 gays), slim $24,000. 
ending today Wed) spans, in| .. Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
Okay $6 000 or fess... Foe with | $1.80\—“Joan of Are” (RKO): (20th 
'Sammy Kaye orch, others, onstage >: ar iary > rere 
(3d wk), small $38,000. airly well at $13,500, after $16, 


Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) | £0F 19th week. Stays on. 


—“The Set-Up” (RKO). Opened | 


Grose tu) Sa wies days), thin ‘DOOR’ SWINGS SOCKO 


/ $8,000 after $16,000 for second 











[Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) $19,000 IN FAIR MPLS. 
—‘“Impact” (UA) (2d wk). Not Minneapolis, March 29. 


| holding well at $10,500 despite! Major newcomers continue 
| price cut, after mild $15,000 initial | scarce, with only a trio of them 
Stays another round, with currently on deck. In order of 
“The Champion” (UA) scheduled | boxoffice importance, they are 
{to open April 9. i“*Knock on Any Door,” “Kissing 
| Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-! Bandit” and “Countess of Monte 
-$1.20\—“‘Casablanca” (WB). (re-, Cristo.” The much - in - evidence 
‘issue). Getting $20,000 or close,| holdovers include the roadshow 
fine for reissue. Holds. “In ahead,| “Red Shoes” in its fifth week at 








Kettle’ Preem in K.C., Giant $30,000: 
“Jennie Big $6,000, ‘Kiss Modest 116 ‘Buinday" “och 2a who, okay ‘$6 


Kansas City, March 29. 
World preem of ‘‘Ma and Pa Ket- 
tle” with stars of film in for per- 
sonals pushed Tower, Uptown and 
Fairway to terrific total. “Portrait 
of Jennie,” day-and-date at Kimo 


big. “Knock On Any 


Midland is just okay. Weather, 


showing signs of spring, makes it 


easier on theatregoers. 
Estimates for This Week 


Kimo — Dickinson (Dickinson) 
(550, 735; 61-75-$1)—“Portrait of 
Jennie” (SRO). Two smaller 


houses in roadshow run. Big $6,000, 
with Kimo doing bulk of biz. Last 
week, “Day of Wrath” (Indie), 
Kimo only, fair $1,200. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Knock on Any Door” (Col) and 
“Miraculous Journey” (FC). Just 
okay $14,000. Last week, “En- 


cheetment” (RKO) and “Blondie’s 
| Big Deal” (Col), $12,000. 


and Dickinson with $1 top shapes, 
Door” at) 


World, where big, and “Letter to 
Three Wives.” Rain hurt week- 
end biz. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Countess Monte Cristo” (U). Good 





Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)— 
|. _~2rpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)—| “Johnny Belinda” (WB) and “Sier- 
| “Kiss in Dark” (WB) and “Homi-| ra Madre” (WB) (2d runs). Brought 
cide” (WB) moderately good back on strength of Oscar show- 
Magie Fountain” (RKO) and “Em-| 28% and, big $7,000 looms. Last 
braceable You” (WB), $10,000. | (3d. wk). good $6,000, and  boff 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65—| $97,900 for run. 

“South of St. Louis” (Par) (2d wk). | ‘ 
Down to $8,000 from good $13,000 | 
opening. 

Roxy (Durwood) 
“Arkansas Swing” (Col) and “Can’t 
Take It With You” (Col) (reissue).! | RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
Usual $3,000. Last week, “Bad | 70)—“Knock Any Door” (Col). 
Men Tombstone” (Mono) and) Sock $19,000. Last week, “South 
“Strike It Rich” (Mono), same. of St. Louis” (WB), $12,500. 

Tower - Uptown- Fairway (Fox  RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) “South St. Louis” (WB) (m.o.), 
|/—“Ma and Pa Kettle” (U) World Fine $9,500. Last week, “Tar- 
preem with p.a.’s of Marjorie Main, | zan Magic Mountain” (RKO), $7,- 
Percy Kilbride, Meg Randall and 500. . : 
Richard Long opening day boost- State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Kiss- 
ing this to terrif $30,000. Last ing Bandit” (M-G). Fair $10,000. 
week “Sea in Ships” (20th), sturdy Last week, “Command Decision” 
$16,000. | (M-G) (2d wk), healthy $10,000. 


Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 

|“Letter Three Wives” (20th) (2d 

" _e@n)_.. Wk). Still healthy at $13,000 af- 
(900; 45-65) ter neat $16,000 opener. 
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WARNER BROS: 


‘MILDRED PIERCE DOES IT AGAIN-and everybody fel/s/ 





Positively! The attraction to top 
every previous Joan Crawford #2. 


picture is 






ALSO STARRING 





., VOAN CRAWFORD 


SYDNEY GREENSTREET- DAV 


J BRIA 


Screen Play by ROBERT WILDER © Additional Dialogue by EDMUND H. NORTH 
Based on a Play by ROBERT and SALLY WILDER 


BOOK “THE MOVIES AND YOU" SHORT SUBJECT SERIES... THE STORY OF YOUR INDUSTRY 


N arcs JERRY WALD 
WICHAEL CURT 


EE 


TRADE SHOW 
APRIL 4 


ALBANY 

Warner Screening Room 

79 W. Pearl St. * 12:30 P.M. 
ATLANTA 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
197 Walton St. N.W. + 2:30 P.M, 
BOSTON 

RKO Screening Room 

122 Arlington S?. + 2:30 P.M. 
BUFFALO 

Paramount Screening Room . 
464 Franklin St. + 2:00 P.M. 
CHARLOTTE 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 

308 S. Church St. + 10:00 A.M. 
CHICAGO 

Warner Screening Room 

1307 So. Wabash Ave. + 1:30 P.M, 
CINCINNATI 

RKO Palace Th. Screening Room 

Palace Th. Bldg. E. 6th + 8:00 P.M, 
CLEVELAND 

Warner Screening Room 

2300 Poyne Ave. - 8:00 P.M. 

DALLAS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 

1803 Wood St. + 2:00 P.M. 

DENVER 

Paramount Screening Room 

2100 Stout St. + 2:00 P.M. 

DES MOINES 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room » 
1300 High St. + 8:00 P.M. 
DETROIT 

Film Exchange Building 

2310 Coss Ave. +» 2:00 P.M. 
iINDIANAPOLIS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 

326 No. Illinois St. + 1:00 P.M 
KANSAS CITY 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 

1720 Wyandotte St. + 1:30 P.M 

LOS ANGELES 

Warner Screening Room 

2025 S. Vermont Ave. + 2:00 Pm 
MEMPHIS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 

151 Vance Ave. + 10:00 A.M. 
MILWAUKEE 

Warner Theatre Screening Room 

212 W. Wisconsin Ave. + 2:00 P.M 
MINNEAPOLIS 

Warner Screening Room 

1000 Currie Ave. + 2:00 P.M 

NEW HAVEN 

Warner Theatre Projection Room 

70 College St. + 2:00 P.M. 

NEW ORLEANS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 

200 S. Liberty St. - 8:00 P.M. 

NEW YORK 

Home Office 

321 W. 44th St. + 2:30 P.M. 
OKLAHOMA 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 

10 North Lee St. + 1:30 P.M. 





a Re 


9502 Davenport $1. - 10:00 A.M. 
PHILADELPHIA 

Warner Screening Room 

230 No. 13th St. + 2:30 P.M. 
PITTSBURGH 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1715 Blvd. of Allies + 1:30 P.M. 
PORTLAND 

Jewel Box Screening Room 

1947 N.W. Keorney St. - 2:00 P.M 
SALT LAKE 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
216 East Ist South + 2:00 P.M. 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Paramount Screening Room 

205 Golden Gate Ave. + 1:30 7.M 
SEATTLE 

Jewel Box Screening Room 

2318 Second Ave. + 10:30 A.M 
$T. LOUIS 

S'renco Screening Room 

3143 Olive St. + 930 A.M. 
WASHINGTON 

Warner Theatre Building 

3th & E Sts. WLW. = 10:30 AM 
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VARIETY 








PICTURE GROSSES 


1 





nen aoe 


Spring Slaps Hub But ‘St. Loo’ Neat 
~ $24,000; ‘Pacific 21G ‘Happy’ 146 


‘Kiss’ Sizzling $16,000, 
Buff.; ‘Door’ Solid 186 


a aa Buffalo, March 29. 

Kiss in Dark” and “Knock on 
Any Door” are best bets here this 
week, both being sturdy. “Take Me 





Boston, March 29. + 


i lethargy seems to have 

or Pie ¢ oon town this stanza | 
"th not too much activity report- | 
He “South of St. —_— at oe | 
‘4g town with neat session. 
Bieock On Any Door,” at Or- | 
heum, and “Mother Is a Fresh- | 
vaD ” at Memorial, are holding up | 
okay in second stanzas. Red Can- | 
yon” and “Canadian Pacific’’* are | 


verage. 

: Estimates for This Week | 
or (Jaycox) (1,200; 40-85)—| 

tte Stay Happy” (U). Not bad | 

$14,000. Last week, “Joan of Arc” | 

(RKO) (m.o.) (7th wk), $6,000 in 

9 days, and moved to Esquire. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85 )— 
“Chicken Every Sunday (20th) 
and “Smokey Mountain Melody” | 
(Col). Mild $16,000. Last week, 
“Lucky Stiff’ (UA) with Louis 
Prima band topping stage show, 
ed (1,373; 40-85 

way (NET) (1,373; “65 )— | 
“cguedian Pacific” (20th) and “The 
Hideout” (Rep). About average 
3,000. Last week, “Johnny Be-| 
inda” (WB) and “Sierra Madre” | 
(WB), fair $6,000 on return date. | 

Mayflower (ATC) (700; $1.25)— | 
“Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) (6th) 
wk). Down to $4,500 with nice) 
$5,200 last. 

Memorial (3,000; 40-85)—‘Moth- 
er Is Freshman” (20th) and “Black 
Eagle” (Col) (2d wk). Nice $22,- 
000 after $28,000 for first. | 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40- 
85\—"‘South St. Louis” (WB) and 
“IT Cheated Law” (20th). Leading 
town at neat $24,000. Last week, 
“Nick Beal” (Par) and “Henry, 
Rainmaker” (Mono). Disappoint- 
ing $18,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Knock On Any Door’ (Col) and 
“Blondie’s Big Deal” (Col) (2d wk) 
Down to $19,000 after solid $27,800 
first. 

Paramount (NET) (1,800; 40-85) 
—‘Canadian Pacific” (20th) and 
“The Hideout” (Rep). Okay $13.- 
000. Last week, “Johnny Belinda” 
(WB) and “Treasure of Sierra 
Madre” (WB), slim $9,000 for re- 
turn of these. 

Pilgrim (ATC) (1,800; 40-85)— 
“Red Canyon” (U§ and “Shamrock 
Hill” (Indie). About average $12,- 
000. Last week, subsequent-run. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Knock On Any Door” (Col) and 
“Blondie’s Big Deal” (Col) (2d wk). 
tern $10,000 after nice $17,000 

rst. 





Ships Smooth 
$28,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, March 29. 


Film business here seems to be 
marking time, with big product 
reserved for Easter holidays. Com- 
bination of Lent and spring 
weather cut down trade over the | 
weekend. “Down to Sea in Ships” | 
looks standout at the Fox. “Alias | 


Nick Beal” is only so-so at the. 
Stanley. | 


Estimates for This Week 
a Aldine (WB) (1,303: 50-99)—' 
Red Pony” slowed down to $8,000. 
Last week, fine $12,800. | 
‘a Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—) 
Woman's Secret” (RKO). Oke. 
$13,600. Last week, $18,500. 
i Earle (WB) © (2,700; 50-99)— 
Johnny Belinda” (WB) and “Si- | 
erra Madre” (WB) (2d runs). Fair | 
$14,500. Last week, “Shockproof” 
(Col), $15,000. 
Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—"*To | 
a in Ships” (20th). Town’s leader | 
brisk $28,000. Last week, “‘Let- | 
er Three Wives” (20th) (3d wk), | 
fine $18,000. 


Goldman (Goldman) (1,200: 50- | 


$15.0 Bribe” (M-G) (2d wk). Good | 
000 after $20,000 initial stanza. 
jKariton (Goldman) (1,000; 90- 
a Joan of Arc” (RKO) (14th | 
- Picked up for closing week at | 
$8,500. Last week, $7,000. 
ns (Goldman) (1,300; 50-99) 
ia ‘ce of Evil” (M-G). Strong | 
$16,000. , Last_ week, “Command | 
cision (M-G) (6th wk), $6,500. 
“PR astbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
amily Honeymoon” (U) (3d wk. | 
ptanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99)— | 
oe Beal” (Par). Fair $22,000. | 
(WR week, “South of St. Louis” 
B) (2d wk), $14,500. 
Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99)— 


- Last week, “Tarzan’s Magic 
Fountain” (RKO), $9,000. . | 
$2 Lux (T-L) (500; $1.20-) 
Wk) Arghed Shoes” (EL) “14th 
- Aroun  slippi 
$8,200 last —— after slipping | 


| $3,500. 


Out to Ball Game” looks nice for 


Key City Grosses me week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Estimated Total Gross | Blackie’ (Col) (2d wk). Down to 
This Week . $2,840,000 (nice $12,000. Last week, big 
(Based on 25 cities, 201 $19,000. 


theatres, chiefly prst runs, in- | Great Lakes (Par) (3,400; 40-70) 
cluding Mm. Xe | Beal” (Par) and “Own 
Total Gross Same Week True Love” (Par). Opens tomorrow 
Last Year .. - $3,197,000 | (Wed.). Last week, “Kiss in Dark” 
(Based on 22 cities, 214 |(WB) and “Homicide” (WB). trim 
theatres). $16,000. 














is Reece cee na attire ar 
F . | of St. Louis” (WB) (2d wk). Off to 
| $6,000. Last week, sock $12,000. 
rge On é ll Teck (Loew’s) (1,400: 
'“I Shot Jesse James” 
|“Highway 13” (SG). 


(SG) 


Louisville, March 29. 
“That Wonderful Urge” at 
Rialto is leader here this week,(U) and “Miraculous 
at solid figure. Return of “Johnny (FC), $19,500 in 10 days. 
Belinda” at the Mary Anderson,| Century (20th Cent) (3,000; 40- 
looks only mild. Advent of spring | 70)—‘‘Plunderers” (Rep) and “An- 
weather is not helpful to biz. | gel on Amazon” (Rep). Okay at 
Estimates for This Week | $10,000 or more. Last week, “Dear 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000:' to My Heart” (RKO) and “Jiggs, 
45-65'/—“‘Johnny Belinda” (WB). Maggie in Court” (Mono), $12,000. 
Brought back coincident with 
Academy Awards release but looks 
mild $7,000. Last week, 


Loves Mary” (WB) (3d wk), suas ‘Ball Game’ Wow $21,000 


| 





National (Standard) (2.400: 50-85) 


—‘‘Loaded Pistols” (Col) with " 

Monte Hale, others, onstage. Mod- . A . $ 

est $5,000. Last week, “Shep Belinda Madre 11,00 
Comes Home” (SG) and Bills Pittsburgh, March 29 


(Continued on page 18) “Take Me Out to Ball Game” at 
Penn has things much to itself this 
| week, and about the only thing in 
town making much of an impres- 
sion. Even all the Academy bally- 


End of Paper Strike 
Boosts Port.; ‘Mother’ iia” aut iloiee tedee’” at Sian- 





~ Boosts Hamlet’ 


Buffalo (Loew’s) (3,500; 40-70)—| 
“Ball Game” (M-G) and “Bad Luck | 





Hipp (Par) (2,100; 40-70)—“South | 


40-70)— | 
and | 
Oke $3,500. | 


. 9 @ | Last week, “Mother Is Freshman” | 
in VJ e (20th) (m.o.), $3,700. 
9 Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— | 


| “Knock on Any Door” (Col) and} 
| “Blondie’s Big Deal” (Col). Lusty | 
the | $18,000. Last week, “Life of Riley” | 
Journey” | 


| Academy 
'“Johnny Belinda” and 


In Pitt; ‘Kettle’ Lusty 96, 


| week, “Siren 
| ‘High Fury” 


i“Chicken Every 


Hot $18,000, ‘Criss’ 96 


Portland, Ore., March 29 

Settlement of month-old news- 
paper strike, goed weather and 
good new pix are showing results 
at downtown houses this week. 
“Mother Is Freshman” is the big 
coingetter. “Chicken Every Sun- 
day” and “Criss Cross” 
shaping up well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
—‘‘Criss Cross” (U) and “Angel in 
Exile’ (Rep). Strong $9,000. Last 
Atlantis” (UA) and 
(UA), $6,400. 


Oriental (H-E) 
“Mother Is Freshman” (20th) and 
“Amazing Mr. X” 
with Orpheum. Torrid $7,000. Last 
week, “Canadian Pacific’ (20th) 
and “Parole, Inc.” (EL), $5,400. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 


“Mother Is Freshman” (20th) and | 
X”’ (EL), also Orien- | 
‘tal. Torrid $11,000. 


“Amazing Mr. 
Last week, 
“Canadian Pacific’ (20th) and ‘“Pa- 
role, Inc.” (EL), $9,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)— 
Sunday" (20th) 
and “Night Wind” (20th) (2d wk). | 
Fine $8,000. Last week, excellent , 

.200. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50-, 
85)—"‘Command Decision” ‘(M-G) 
(4th wk). Good $5,500. Last week, | 
$6,600. 


‘JOAN’ SMASH $22,000, 
TORONTO; ‘KISS’ $7,000 


Toronto, March 29. 
“Joan of Arc,” helped by the ap-| 
peal of opening the University, | 
new 1,556-seater, is strongest entry 
here this week. “Kiss in Dark | 
also is hefty at Tivoli. Top hold- | 
over is “Wake of Red Witch” in) 
third Odeon week. 
Estimates for This Week ; 
Imperial (FP) (3,373; 36-66)— 
“Sea in Ships” (20th) (2d wk). Big, 
$13,000 after last week’s $17,000. | 
Loew's (Loew) (2,096; 36-66)— | 
“Force of Evil’ (M-G).  Fairish | 
$12,000. Last week. “Command | 
Decision” (M-G) (3d wk), satisfac- | 
tory $8,000. 
Odeon (Rank) (2.390; 35-$1.20)— 
“Wake Red Witch” (3d wk). Still 
great $11,000 after last week’s sock 
$14.000. 
Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 
“John Loves Mary” (WB) (2d wk). 





also are} 


{all in 8 days. 


(2,000; 50-85)—_ 
(EL), day-date | 


| $7,000. 


ley. “Down to Sea in Ships” looks 
so-so at Harris. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80)— 
“Ma and Pa Kettle’ (U). Didn't 
open so big but climbing to tall 
$9,000. Last week, “Red Pony” 
(Rep), $5,500. 
Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“To Sea In Ships” (20th). 
notices but sluggish $13,000 looks 
Last week. “Life of 


Riley” (U), $13,200. 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 45-80) | 
—‘Ball Game” (M-G). Brisk $21,-| 
000. May hold. Last week, “Fam- | (FC). 


ily Honeymoon” (U), $15,000. 


xOod | : 
G | Kaye comes in. 


LA. Still Skidding: Kiss’ Not Virile 
$43,000, ‘Evil’ Slight $36,000, Award 
to 86, Door’ 256, 3d 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 


This Week ....... $506,500 
(Based on 10 theatres) 
Last Wear ........ $900,500 


(Based on 24 theatres} 


‘Belinda - Madre’ 





Hep $9,000, Cincy 


Cincinnati, March 29. 


+ Los Angeles, March 29. 


Firstrun trade here still is coast- 
ing, with no outstanding draws 
currently. Holdovers also are slow- 
ing down pace. However, Academy 
Award win by “Hamlet” is boosting 
it to $8,000 on 22d week at small- 
seater Four Star. 

“Kiss In Dark,” among new- 
comers, shapes medium $43,000 in 
three theatres despite Jane Wy- 
man’s Oscar as best actress. “Force 
of Evil” also is only fair $36,000 in 
three sites. ““Knock On Any Door” 
is sighting nice $25,000 final (3d) 
frame, two houses. Second week 
of “Mother Is Freshman” looks 
modest $33,000 in four situations 





while “Family Honeymoon” is slow 

$25,000 in five spots, also second. 
Of extended-runs, “Red Shoes” 

is holding well at $8,500 in 13th 


| week at Fine Arts, “Paisan” hit 


Overall score for major stands | okay $6,400 in fifth El Rey frame, 


currently shows signs of spring | 
“Criss | 


fever. Only new bills, 
Cross” and “Force of Evil,” are in 


| moderate tempo, with former in| 
lead. Support of Frances Langford, | 


| Jon Hall ar- | 
on Hall, others, has “Flaxy Mar | (834; 902; 1,106; 512: 55-$1)—"‘Lady 


tin” landing town’s biggest coin. 
awards’ are 
“Sierra 
Madre” at Grand. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) 
Jon Hall, 


Langford, others, on- 


stage. Pleasing $24,000. Last week, | 


“Clay Pigeon” (RKO) with Frankie 
(Continued on page 18) 





‘Chicken’ Tasty $18,000, © 


Prov.; ‘Electra’ Bright 
$16,000, ‘Beal’ Fair 116 


Providence, March 29. | 

Majestic is riding high and lead- 
ing main stemmers with “‘Chicken 
Every Sunday.’ Also good is RKO | 
Albee’s “Mourning Becomes Elec- 
tra.” State returns to stage-film 
policy Thursday (31) when Sammy | 
Estimates for This Week | 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Mourning Becomes Electra” | 
(RKO) and “State Dept.-File 649” | 
Trim $16,000. Last week, | 
“Dear To Heart’ (RKO) and “Clay 


Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80)—! Pigeon” (RKO), $15,000. | 
“Johnny Belinda” (WB) and! fFay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65) —| 
“Sierra Madre” (2d runs). All| «Cajcutta’ (Indie) (reissue) and | 


Academy Oscars not helping these, | Keye Luke heading stageshow. | 


with depressing $11,000 
Last week, “South of’ St. Louis” 
(WB), neat $17,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80)— 
“South St. Louis’ (WB) (m.o.). 
Okay $7,500. Last week, “Tarzan’s 
Magic Fountain” (RKO), $6,000. 





‘Honeymoon’ Happy In 
Seattle, 136; ‘Pony’ 86 


Seattle, March 29. 

Town is mostly holdover this 
week, and few newcomers are 
strong. An exception to the slug- 
gish tone is “Family Honeymoon” 
fancy at Fifth Avenue. 

Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (1,877; 50-84) — “Siren 
Atlantis” (UA) and “S. O. S. Sub- 
marine” (SG). Slow $7,000. Last 
week, “Fighting O'Flynn” ‘(U) and 
“Urubu” (UA), nice $9,600. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 50- 


“Clay Pigeon” (RKO). Fancy $13,- 
000. Last week, “Enchantment” 
(RKO) and “Miss Mink” (20th), dull 


Liberty (Ind) (1,650; 50-84)— 
“Knock On Any Door” (Col) and 
“Lone Wolf, Lady” (Col) (2d wk). 


' Big $10,000, getting great $14.000 


last week. 
Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84)~ 


“Red Pony” (Rep) and “High Fury” | 
Slim $8,000 or less. Last 
week, “Canadian Pacific” (20th) and 


(UA). 
“Big Fight” (Mono) (2d wk), big 
$8,300 


Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 50-84)— 
“South of St. Louis’ (WB) 


Slight $8,000. Last week, “Mother 


Is Freshman” (20th) and “Alaska | 





} 


84)—“Family Honeymoon” (U) and. 





and | 
36-66)— ‘Jiggs, Maggie in Court” (Mono). | “Blondie’s Big Deal” (Col). 


likely. | Nifty $8,000. Last week, “Angel On 


Amazon” (Rep) and George O’Han- | 
lon on stage, same. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— | 
“Chicken Every Sunday” (20th) and | 
Last week, ‘‘Sea in Ships” (20th) 
(2d wk), good $12,000. 


(Mono) and “Big Fight’ (Mono). 


leek $7,200. Last week. “Cover- 


M 
Up” (UA) and “This Is N. Y.” (UA), | 


$7,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65) — 
“Knock Any Door” (Col) and ‘‘Val- 
iant Hombre” (UA) (2d 
Healthy $14,500. First week was 
steady $19,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘‘Shot Jesse James” (SG) and 


“Shep Comes Home” (SG). Opened | 
“Nick | 


Monday (28). Last week, 
Beal” (Par) and ‘Rusty Saves Life” 
(Col), so-so $11,000. 


Riley’ $12,000 Best Bet 
In Omaha; ‘St. Louis’ 76 


Omaha, March 29. 
Boxoffice generally shapes color- 
less this week. 
moon” at the Paramount and “Life 
of Riley” at Orpheum look best. 
Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 





helping | 


(3,100; 60-94) —| 
“Flaxy Martin” (WB) plus Frances | 


Tombstone” | 2.40)—‘‘Hamlet” (U) 


wk). | 


“Family Honey- | 





and “Joan of Arc” is $2,200, ninth 
Apollo week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Beverly Hills, Downtown, Hawaii, 
Hollywood Music Halls (Prin-Cor) 


of Burlesque” (UA! and “Guest in 
ouse” (UA)  freissues). Slim 
$14,500. Last week, “Lucky Stiff” 


| (UA) and “Riders Whistling Pines” 


(Col), $12,800. 

Chinese, Loew’s State, Loyola, 
Uptown (FWC) (2,048; 2.404; 1,248; 
1,719; 60-$1)—“‘Mother Is Fresh- 
man” (20th) and “Lone Wolf Lady” 
(Col) (2d wk). Moderate $33,000. 


| Last week, pleasant $48,100. 


Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern 
(WB) (1,757; 2,756: 2.344: 60-$1)— 
“Kiss In Dark” (WB) and “Flaxy 
Martin” (WB). Medium $43,000. 
Last week, “South St. Louis’ (WB) 
(2d wk), $26,300. 

Egyptian, Los Angeleg Wilshire 
(FWC) (1,538; 2,097; 2.296: 60-$1)— 
“Force of Evil” (M-G) and “Man 
About House” (20th). Fair $36,000. 
Last week, “Sun Comes Up” (M-G) 
and “Bribe” (M-G) (2d wk), $26,000. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,210: 60-$1) 
—‘“Bad Boy” (Mono) and “Joe Pa- 
looka in Big Fight” (Mono) (2d wk). 
Down to $7,500 here, with $17,000 
for 5 houses where day-dating. Last 
week, sturdy $18,500 here but just 
okay $34,500 in 5 spots. 

Pantages, RKO Hillstreet (Pan- 
RKO) (2,812; 2.890; 50-$1)—‘*Knock 
Any Door” (Col) and “Blondie’s 
Big Deal” (Col) (3d wk). Neat $25,- 
000. Last week, good $28,600. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60-$1) 
—‘‘Red Pony” (Rep) and “Angel in 
Exile’ (Rep) (2d wk) Only $16,- 
000. Last week, slight $24,700. 

United Artists, Ritz (UA-FWC) 
(2,100; 1,370; 60-$1) — “Family 
Honeymoon” (U) and “Valiant 
Hombre” (UA) (2d wk). Mild $14.- 


“The Judge” (20th). Strong $18,000. | 000, with $25,000 for 5 day-datin 


houses. Last week, okay $21,20 


| here, with $36.900 in 5 sites. 
Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- | 
'65)—“Bad Men of 


Four Star (UA-WC) (900: $1.20- 
(22d wk). 
Last week, $5,600. 


Weems-Boswell Shoot 
‘Pigeon’ to Dandy 206, 
Indpls.; ‘Honeymoon’ 15G 


Indianapolis, March 29. 

Mild weather and Lenten slump 
are clipping film biz here, with 
spotty results at firstruns. Ted 
Weems-Connee Boswell stage com- 
bo is boosting “Clay Pigeon” to 
hefty take at Circle and “Family 
Honeymoon” at Indiana is strong. 
But “Knock on Any Door” at 
Loew’s is below expectations and 
smaller spots are just marking 
time. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 
60-90)\—“‘Clay Pigeon” (RKO) with 
Ted Weems orch, Connee Boswell, 
others, onstage. Dandy $20,000. 


Solid $8,000. 





| Last week, “Station West” (RKO) 


65) — “Family Honeymoon” (U).| and “Velvet Touch” (RKO), thin 


(WB) and 
Nice 
“Dear to 


“South of St. Louis” 


$7,000. Last week, 


Heart” 


Kay $15,000. Last week $16,000 aston oo ee | Patrol” (FC) (2d wk', 6 days, oke | tols” (Col), smash $9,500. 


Tivoli (FP) (1,431; 36-66)—‘‘Kiss 
in Dark” (WB). Hefty $7,000. Last 
week. “Man About House” (20th), 


4,500. 
. University (FP) (1,556; 75-$1.20) 


apc Jesse James” (SG). Slim |—‘“Joan of Are” (RKO). Sock $22.- 


000. Last week, subsequent-run. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 36-66)— | 
“Red Canyon” (U). Satisfactory 
$10.000 or near. Last week, “'Pic- 


cadilly Incident” (U) and “Crime” 
(Indie), tepid $7,000. 


$7,000. 


—‘Johnny Apollo” (20th) 


$5,200. 


Hall (H-E) (2,200; 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-) ,, a : 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 50-4) 65)—"Life of Riley” (U) and “Re- ‘Knock On Any Door” (Col) and 
and | 
“This My Affair” (20th) (reissues). | 
Okay $4,000. Last week, “Count of | 
Monte Cristo” (EL) and “Son of; Krupa orch on stage, not sock) 


Monte Cristo” (EL) (reissues!, hot | 


turn of Wildfire’ (SG). Good 
$12,000 or over. Last week, (20- 
80), “Love of Mary” (U) with Gene 


$18,000. 
State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 


| tra good $15,000. 


(RKO) and “Loaded Pis-| ‘& 


| “Rusty 
| $12,000. Last week, “Bribe” (M-G) 
| cy Peace Incident” (M-G), 


| Okay $11,000. Last week, “Mother | $9,000 at 44-65 scale. 
| Is Freshman” (20th), $11,500. 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— ! 


Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65)\— 
“Family Honeymoon” (U) and 
“Marvelous Journey” (FC). Ex- 
Last week, “Let- 
Three Wives” (20th) and 
“Caravan” (Col), $12,000. 


Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 44-65)— 
Leads Way” 


(Col), Fair 


Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)—~— 
“Urubu” (UA) and “Texas, Brook- 


80- ‘The Bribe’ (M-G) and “Violence” | lyn” (UA). Thin $4,500. Last week, 
/$1.25\—“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (3d (Mono). Opened Sunday (27). Last | “Castle on Hudson” (WB) and “Sgt. 


wk). Good $7,000 after trim $10,- week, “Kissing Bandit” (M-G) and’ York” (WB) (reissues), oke $5,000 


000 last week. 


'“Blackmail” (Rep), good $4.800. 


in 5 days. 
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VARIETY Wednesday, March 30, 1949 


———— 



















You did it 

in “Margie” 
“Pessy” and 
“Letter” and 
NOW YOU’ VE 
DONE IT 
AGAIN IN.... 


ratulations 








PREMIERE 
ROXY, N.Y. 


FRIDAY 
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Wednesday, March 30, 1949 


VARIETY 





ide of Vengeance 
= (SONGS) 
Hollywood, March 29. 


parain ase of Richard Maibaum 
ong — Paulette Geddard, John 


nD. -* 
da Carey; features Albert 
Pina, bacdonala, Ca Raymond Burr. Di- 


Dekker, ll Leisen. Screenplay, 
rected Bone Michael Hogan; added dia- 


Jog, Clemence Dane; 





story, Hogan; cam- | 
musie score, Hugo | 


Daniel L. Fapp: oy Sanders, Living: | 


era, ; songs, 
friedhofer; $0 . Vietor Young; editor, 
ston ond erie. g Tradeshown March 28, 


' 


| 


, 92 MINS. 
‘0. Running ome sans Paulette Goddard 
yang D’ e oeeurs — —_ 
be a eoee .Macdona ‘arey 
Se nee ee eees Albert Dekker 
anett eater ky a John Sutton 
scone is a weeeees Raymond Burr- 
—...... seeceeess- CNarles Dayton | 
a *::: vente aee Donald Randolph | 
nara Boe ; eis oe aoe © ag a | 
ion. capital Nicholas Joy 
Chamberlsin Code! .... Fritz Leiber | 
Me cases Kate Drain Lawson 
| oe ibs oo... William Farnum 
i , Guard .. Anthony Caruso 
Captain of the bet * Douglas Spencer 
The False Physician oO a ly 3 ete 


Beppo? th 
The Sentry 


Ed Millard 
Herald 


leap air ob Nestor 


Bolfi 
The Mayor 





oisonous Borgias, who in- 
aicieeee the lethal mickey finn to 
early-day Italy, provide the highly 
romantic adventure — basis 
“Bride of Vengeance. The chi- 
merically 
) 
eins. and “Bride” should get 
off to a good start at the boxoffice. 
It’s escapist material, done with 
a lightness that doesn’t always fit 
its adventuring, but with enough 
to back up the story. It 


Dean White | 


Frank Puglia | 
Paiva | 


for | 


inclined film fan will find | 
his liking in the swash- | 


wageer ‘ F ' 
eee amiliar ingredients of this | 
type adventure costumer, and 


much ingenuity in the 
but that 
chances, 


here’s not 
oy it has been filmed, 
doesn't lessen its b.o. 
which are good. 

Title derives from Borgia role 
played by Paulette Goddard, who 
marries John Lund, head of an 
Italian state, to avenge the death 
of an earlier husband, whom she 
believes Lund had killed. Mixed in 
with that is a state plot by her 
Borgia brother to control all of 
Italy, including Lund’s lands, and 
latter’s efforts to cast a cannon 
large enough to hold off attack. 

Plot has plenty of bloodthirsty 
moments, and Mitchell Leisen’s di- 
rection points them up as well as a 
good feeling of suspense as the 
climax nears. Much of this comes 
from the evil projected by Mac- 


domuld Carey as_ the ruthless, 
scheming Borgia who lets nothing 
stand in the way of his plans. 


Yarn is the type that would have 
been enhanced by color, but the 
black-and-white lensing by Daniel 
L. Fapp shows off the period set- 


tings capably. There are a_ few 
scenes, however, in which Miss 
Goddard has not been phoio- 


graphed advantageously, and make- 
up was no help. Dialog given the 
principals is generously sprinkled 
with light quips, particularily in 
marital byplay between Miss God- 
dard and Lund. Music score is good 
and there are three tunes spotted 
for vocalling by minstrels that are 
in the mood of the period. 

Raymond Burr helps the menace 
strongly as Carey’s chief henchman 
and his work climaxes in a chill- 
ing scene with the Borgia alter 
they have been defeated, both by 
Lund’s miraculous cannon and the 
romance that has developed be- 
tween the hero and Miss Goddard. 
Albert Dekker, Lund’s cannon- 
maker; John Sutton, first husband 
of the femme Borgia; Billy Gilbert. 
a minstrel, are among those who 
furnish capable support. 

Richard Maibaum has mounted 
the picture with excellent physical 
Values to show off the lushness of 
the period setting. Brog. 





Duke of Chicago 
‘ Hollywood, March 23. 


ayrePublic release of Stephen Auer pro- 
ove 3 Features Tom Brown. Audrey 
Blatt’ cont Withers. Directed by George 
as: screenplay, Albert DeMond: based 

hovel by Lucien Cary: camera. John 


MacBurnie: editor, Clf Bell. Previewed 


i Running time, 59 MENS. 

Jimmy Brody ay Tens Brown 

4 Gunningham Audrey Long 
gy ~a Grant Withers 


Chester Cunningham Paul Harvey 
er 





fel Weller | Skeets Gallagher 
Terry gtnningham . Lois Hall 
ex cy Matt McHugh 
= . Joseph Crehan 
Speedy oo eeeees Harvey Parry 
a ees George Beban 
gy Keith Richards 
efer hee DeForest Kelley 
Fight eehees Frankie Van 
ror Announcer . Dan Tobey 

- ' tee Dale van Sickel 
Unexciting prizefight varn strict- 


¥y for filling out a dual bill in the 
ima Situations. Despite 
aoe 8 sa of 59 minutes, pic- 
ore ~ slowly paced, depending 
put — and less on action to 
give i a standard story. It'll 
ring nt competition to other prize 
“ores now going into release. 

‘ 7 Brown is the plot's hero. 

chamcio a former middleweight 
ing eer now in the book publish- 
troub! siness, The firm gets in 
in a Bom 3 he tries a comeback 
tho —— set up by gamblers. 

hewn nic Brown hasn't a chance. 

1 nixes a fix, goes on to win 


e , : 
e nour despite a broken mitt. 
e famblervs are sore, bit just as 


y are ready to finish him off 


| have 


Miniature Reviews 


“Bride of Vengeance” (Songs) 
(Par). Romantic costumer 
with Paulette Goddard, John 
Lund, Macdonald Carey to 
help b.o. : 

“Duke of Chicago” (Rep). 
Minor prizefight programmer 
for lowercase position. 

“Daughter of the West” 
(Song) (Color) (FC). Story of 
the daughter of Ramona, okay 
for general situations. r 


_ “Hideout” (Rep). Moderately 
interesting meller for dual 
bills. 

“Rimfire” (SG). Okay west- 
érn for action houses. 

“The Queen of Spades” 
(Pathe). British Pushkin 
drama is sock art house fare. 

“The Bad Lord Byron” 
(GFD). Weak British historical 
romance. 

“F loodtide” 
shipyard 
duals. 


(GFD). 
romance, 


British 
for the 








after the match, the police break 
it up. 


Cast turns in stock work on the 


formula _ script under George 
Blair’s direction. Brown is ade- 
quate. Making the best showing 


are Audrey Long, as the reporter- 
heroine, and Skeets Gallagher, as 
Brown's manager. Grant Withers 
is the chiet heavy, giving a stand- 
ard performance along with others 
in the cast. 

Producer Stephen Auer shapes 
up the physical values nicely for 
the budget allotment but should 
assured more punch in the 
tale’s filming. Lensing is okay. 

Brog. 

Daughter of the West 

(SONGS—COLOR) 
Hollywood, March 23. 


Film Classics release of Martin Mooney 


production Stars Martha Vickers. Phil 
Reed features Donald Woods, Marion 
Carney, William Farnum, James Griffith 
Directed by Harold Daniels Screenplay 
Raymond L. Shrock: based on novel by 
Robert E. Callahan, adapted by Irwin 
Franklyn camera (Cinecolor), Henry 
Sharpe: editor Doug Bagier: music. Vic 
tor Granadas, Juan Duval Previewed 


March 23, ’49 Running time, 76 MINS, 


Lolita Moreno Martha Vickers 

avo Phil Reed 
Ralph Connors Donald Woods 
Okeema —~_...,,., .... Marion Carney 
Father Vallejo William Farnum 
Jed Morgan James Griifith 
Wateeka Luz Alba 
Yuba Tony Barr 
Indian Chief Pedro de Cordova 
Ponca Tommy Cook 
Medicine Man Willow Bird 


of the West” is a 
costumer in color, laid on a Navajo 
Indian reservation back in the ’80s. 


“Daughter 


Story is interesting dealing with 
the daughter of Ramona, heroine 


of an earlier book-film classic. and 
the picture should show good re- 
turns. 

“Daughter” is a good example 
of the use of color on a= small 
budget, and the Cinecolor hues add 
values. Producer Martin Mooney 
and associate Robert E. Callahan 
have done well with a tight shoot- 
ing schedule and would have made 
an even better showing had the 
film’s pace been as fast as the 
shooting time. Director Harold 
Daniels keeps it moving leisurely 
most of the time, depending on 
story unfoldment to hold interest 
rather than speedy action. 

Martha Vickers plays the con- 
vent-raised, part-Indian girl who 
is unaware of her birthright until 
she falls in love with an educated 
Navajo, played by Philip Reed. The 
two leads do. satisfactorily, dis- 
playing considerable restraint in 
the characterizations. Menace in 
the Raymond L. Shrock = script, 
adapted from Callahan’s novel by 
Irwin Franklyn, is developed in 
the Indian agent character played 
by Donald Woods and his hench- 
man, James Griffith. The pair 
scheme to obtain rights to valuable 
mineral deposits on the reserva- 
tion, using forbidden hooclr to 
trick the Indians into thumbprint- 
ing releases. Reed wises up to 
their tricks, and redskin justice. as 
well as white man’s, is dealt out. 

Younger audiences’ will find 
much in “Daughter” to their liking. 
The Indian dances in full regalia, 
the native music, Reed's trial by 
fire, and the skullduggery — pro- 
jected by the heavies is all good 
action stufl Marion Carney 
doesn't do well by her Indian maid 
role: William Farnum is the kindly 
priest; Luz Alba. Tony Barr, Pedro 
De Cordova and Tommy Cook also 


show up well. With exception of 
Miss Carney, they answer all de- 
mands. 


Henry Sharpe's color lensing is 
excellent, and the original music 
by Victor Granadas and Juan 
Duval had capable direction trom 
Irving Gertz to help carry out film’s 


mood. There's one song spotted, 
“Autumn Harvest,” and sung by 
Don Kent as part of the Indian 


harvest festival. Running time of 
76 minutes is a bit overlong. 
Brog. 


| 


liam Porter; camera, John MacBurnie; 
| editor, Richard L. Van Enger: music, 
ner ste ew At New York theatre, | 
\. ¥., week of March 22, ’49. ing | 
| time, 61 MINS, a 
Hannah Meera Adrian Booth 
George Browning ........ Lloyd Bridges 
Philip We WOROEES «oc ceccctas Ray Collins 
Edie Hansen .... . Sheila Ryan | 
ea Sng ea Alan Carney 
ees oe Jef Corey 
Joe Bottomley .. Fletcher Chandler 
Dr. Hamilton Gibbs .... Don Beddoe 
Gabriel Wotter Chas. Halton 


Sybil Elwood Kaymeer Nana Bryant) 
Janitor : is . Paul E. Burns} 
Radio Announcer... Douglas Evans 
Pullman Porter. Smoki Whitfield | 


| Bridges, Ray 
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Hideout 
Republic release of Sidney Picker 
: ‘ : ’ ro- 
duction. Features Adrian Booth, Liovd | 


Collins. 


upon Saturday Evening Post novel by Wil- 


Arnie Anderson 


“Hideout” is a moderately inter- 


esting meller built around a ring | 


of jewel thieves. Picture fits as 
Support on dual bills. There’s not 
much suspense, however, since the 
plot structure telegraphs a solution 
well in advance. 


Story recounts the activities of | 


Ray Collins. who pulls a big job, 
then lams to a small Iowa town 
after giving his associate crooks. 
Alan Carney and Jeff Corey, the 
doublecross. Latter pair. on the 
trail of their unreliable partner 
and the loot, kill a gem-cutter at 
the bucolic retreat. A rube attor- 
ney, Lloyd Bridges, exposes the 
ring and bags the murderers. 
Performances, in general, are 
consistent with thesping found in 
most programmers. Collins is suave 
as the brains behind the gang. 


4 . Directed by Philip | 
Ford. Screenplay, John K. Butler. henee | 


.. Emory Parnell } 


Quartet 
“Quartet” (Rank) which 
opened Monday (28) at the 


Sutton, N. Y., was reviewed in 
Variety from London, Nov. 3, 
1948. Reviewer Myro felt that 
film “merits the approbation 
| of American audiences, who 
are always ready to show their 
appreciation of class enter- 
tainment.” The coupling of 
an R. C. Sherriff with four W. 
Somerset Maugham _ stories 
| Was pointed out in review as 
being “a safe guide to a piece 
of satisfying, sophisticated en- 
tertainment.” 

Also noted by Myro was that 
| the “direction and production 
throughout maintain and ex- 


traordinarily high level, and 
the casting, even down to the 
smallest bit, is uncannily 


accurate.” 








The Queen of Spades 
(BRITISH) 
London, March 16. 
Associated British-Pathe release of 
Anatole de Grunwald production. Stars 
Anton Walbrook, Edith Evans; features 


Yvonne Mitchell. Directed by Thorold 
| Dickinson. Screenplay by Rodney Ack- 
land and Arthur Boys from story by 
Alexander Pushkin; camera, Otto Heller, 
Gus Drisse, Val Stewart: editor, Hazel 
Wilkinson; music. Georges Auric: pre- 
| viewed London, March 16, ’49. Running 
time, 95 MINS. 

Herman oe Anton Walbrook 
Old Countess a’ Edith Evans 
Lizaveta Ivanovna...... Yvonne Mitchell 


Bridges proves a two-fisted minion | 


of the law, while Adrian Booth and 


| Sheila Ryan are pleasingly decora- 


tive as rivals for his affection. 
Carney and Corey are suitably 
sinister. Supporting players are 


competent under Philip Ford’s di- 
rection. 

Production values are standard, 
as is the camerawork of John Mac- 


Burnie. Richard L. Van Enger 

edited the footage to a tight 61 

minutes. Gilb. 
Rimiire 


Hollywood, March 26. 


Screen Guild release of Ron Ormond 
production. Stars James Millican, Mary 
Beth Hughes, Reed Hadley; teatures 
Henry Hull, Fuzzy Knighi. Victor Kilian, 
Chris-Pin Martin. Margia Dean. Directed 
by B. Reeves Eason. Original screenplay, 
Arthur St. Clair, Frank Wisbar. Ron Or 
mond; camera, Ernest Miller: editor, Hugh 
Winn. Previewed March 25, '49. Running 
time, 64 MINS. 

Captain Tom Harveys James Millican 
Polly Mary Beth Hughes 
The Abilene Kid teed Hadley 
Editor Greeley Henry Hull 
Porky Fuzzy Knight 
Sheriff Jordan Victor Kilian 
Ce lens end ie asa Chris-Pin Martin 
SS SBR eee Margia Dean 
Zanker Elkins ...... Jason Robards 
Blaze: John Cason 
Judge Gardner George Cleveland 
Barnes Rav Bennett 
Stagecoach Driver Glenn Strange 
Toad Stanford Jolley 
Deputy Sheriff Wilson Ben Erway 
Lamson Stanley Price 
Norton Lee Roberts 
Rainbow Raymond Don Harvey 
Bartender Clift Taylor 
Weber Dick Alexander 


Dancehall Girl Marjorie Stapp 





When it is telling a straight west- 
ern action story. “Rimfire” packs a 
wallop for its market. However, 
it bogs down when characteriza- 
tion is attempted, preventing a 
100°2 rating for release intentions. 
There is plenty of rough, tough 
action, though, to give it okay re- 
turns in general bookings. 

Essential story line is concerned 
with search for a missing cache of 
U. S. Army gold by undercover 
operative James Millican. That 
setup provides a solid basis for 
stirring up fisticuffs. gun battles 
and chases which B. Reeves Eason 
directs with a solid punch. His 
direction is less sure when yarn in- 
cludes a slowly-paced western 
trial. an unnecessary hanging, and 
mental reactions of townspeople to 
a series of ghostly killings. 

Millican is okay as the opera- 
tive. but it is Reed Hadley who 
gives the trouping most of its lift. 
Latter is a likeable gambler who is 
framed for cheating, found guilty 
at a mock trial and hanged. His 
ghost then goes around knocking 
off the characters who figured in 
the frame. Not until Millican 
ties up the killings to the missing 
gold is mystery solved satistac- 
torily. 

Fuzzy Knight and Chris-Pin Mar- 
tin inject comedy moments that 
will please the younger patrons, 
and Mary Beth Hughes fills the 
small femme spot. Henry Hull’s 
talents have little chance to get 
going in his role of a western edi- 
tor who is recording the events. 

Ron Ormond produced from his 
original script, written with Arthur 
St. Clair and Frank Wisbar. Pro- 
duction is above average for west- 
ern filmfare, but Ormond and his 
associate producer, Ira Webb. tried 
io cram in too much story. A good 
job of lensing the action was sup- 
plied by Ernest Miller. Brog. 





United Artists acquired the Ca- 
nadian distribution rights to the 
French film, “Passionelle,” and a 


Swedish import, “Torment.” 


pO Se aster Ronald Howard 
Old Varvarushka........ Mary Jerrold 
Fyodor MORK T Sy ¢0.< Anthony Dawson 
EL fo Soo s oc eens Miles Matleson 
llovaisky , Michael Medwin 
Princess Ivashin Athene Sevler 
Bookseller Ivor Barnard 


Dimitrey itch 
Violetta Elvin 
Pauline Tennant 
Jacqueline Clarke 
Yusef Ramart 
Valentine Dyall 


Gypsy Singer.....Maroussia 
Gypsy Dancer 
Young Countess 
Milliner’s Assistant 
Countess’s Lover 
St. Germain’s Messenger 








Opulence of Imperial Russia at 
the beginning of the 19th century 
provides a colorful background for 
this filmization of Alexander Push- 
kin’s short story, which brings to 
the screen a legend of gambling 
and intrigue. Pic should have a 
notable success in art houses, but 
general tenor of the plot and treat- 
ment limits its appeal to most au- 
diences. 

Against this background, which 
contrasts splendor with poverty, is 
told a tragedy in the true Russian 
style. It is unrelieved in its som- 
breness and intensity and the plot 
moves slowly and grimly to the 
final stage of defeat and despair. 

Central character in the story is 
a captain of the Engineers living in 
modest circumstances and envious 
of the wealth of his fellow officers. 
He cannot afford to gamble with 
them at faro but is prepared to 
stake his all on a secret formula 
believed to have been passed on to 
a certain Countess. Countess dies 
before he can learn the secret, but 
believing he has received a mes- 
sage from the dead, the captain 
goes to a gambling table and chal- 
lenges his rival in love. 

Rarely has a British picture so 
effectively captured the period at- 
mosphere. This is due in no small 


measure to the attractive costumes 
and settings of Oliver Messel. 
Competent direction and _ skillful 


cutting combine in achieving the 
dramatic tension. 

Outstanding performance comes 
from Edith Evans, making her 
screen debut in this production. 
Her interpretation of the old gro- 
tesque Countess is almost terrify- 
ing in its realism, and she domin- 
ates the screen from her first en- 
try until her death. Anton Wal- 
brook, and Ronald Howard as his 
rival in love, lack color, but 
Yvonne Mitchell gives an under- 
standing and sympathetic portrayal 
as the Countess’s personal maid. 
Excellent cameos are contributed 
by a long and distinguished cast. 
including Mary Jerrold, Miles Mal- 
leson and Athene Seyler. Myro.. 


The Bad Lord Byron 


(BRITISH) 
London, March 17. 
GFD release of Sidney Box (Aubrey 
Baring) production, Stars Dennis Price. 
Mai Zetterling, Joan Greenwood, Linden 





Travers. Directed by David MacDonald. 
Screenplay, Terence Young, Anthony 
Thorne. Peter Quennell. Laurence Kitch- 


in. Paul Holt: camera, Stephen Dade, Da- 
vid Harcourt; music, Cedric Thorpe Davie: 
editor, James Needs. At Leicester Square, 
London. March 17, °*49. Runving time, 
85 MINS, 
Byron 


Las Dennis Price 
Lady Caroline Lamb . 


Joan Greenwood 


Teresa Guiccioli Mai Zetterling 
Annabella Milbanke Sonia Holm 
Augusta Leigh Linden Travers 
Fletcher Leslie Dwyer 
John Hobhouse Raymond Lovell 


Archie Duncan 
Irene Browne 


Murray 
Melbourne 


John 
Lady 


ree re Ronald Adam 
Prosecutor Dennis O'Dea 
Sr Cyril Chamberlain 
__  — rrree ss re Robert Harris 
Lady Milbanke ..... Natalie Mova 
Lord Clare John Stone 
Count Guiecioli Ernest Thesiger 
Lady Jersey Nora Swinburne 
Mr. Hopton Wilfred Hvde-White 
Count Gamba acne Henry Oscar 
Colonel Stanhope Barry Jones 

This pic relies on an_ inter- 
minable series of flashbacks to es- 
tablish some semblance of con- 
jtinuity and not even five script 


| subject out of its rut. 
| comparatively costly production, it 


writers have been able to lift the 
Although a 


will do no credit to the British 
film industry, or pull in American 
theatres. 

Because of the use of flashback, 
the story starts at the end with 
Lord Byron dying in Greece where 
he has been fighting for the rights 
of the oppressed. The scene 
switches to the Court of Judgment 
which is deciding whether Byron 
should be admitted to Heaven, and 
various of his associates, amorous 
and otherwise, are called to give 
evidence, and the audience is left 
to decide the issue. 

Without doubt, this is the most 
elementary way of attempting to 
tell a story and proves that the au- 
thors were hard taxed to find some 
more effective means of establish- 
ing continuity. There is also a ter- 
rible samenness about many of 
flashbacks and the first five or six 
are of ballroom settings. Subse- 
quently the scene changes to 
Venice and Genoa but the theme 
remalns. 

Despite the weaknesses. of 
script, the production has been 
lavishly mounted and Dennis Price 
makes a frantic effort with his ma- 
terial. Although such actresses as 
Joan Greenwood, Mai Zetterling 
and Sonia Holm have prominent 
parts they are given little oppor- 
tunity of displaying their histrionic 
ability. Myro. 


Floodtide 


(BRITISH) 
London, March 15. 


GFD release of an Aquila Film-Inde- 
pendent Frame (Donald B. Wilson) pro- 
duction. Features Gordon Jackson, Rona 


Anderson. Directed by Frederick Wilson, 
Screenplay by George Blake. Donald B. 
Wilson. Frederick Wilson; camera, George 
Stretton, Bill Allan, Arthur’ Ibbetson; 
frame supervisor, Geoffrey Woodward, 
At Odeon, Leicester Square, London, 


March 15, ’49. Running time, 90 MINS. 

David Shields Gordon Jackson 
Mary Anstruther Rona Anderson 
Joe Drummond John Laurie 
Anstruther Jack Lambert 
Tim Brogan Jimmy Logan 
Rosie Janet Brown 
Judy Elizabeth Sellars 
Pursey Gordon McLeod 
Sir John lan MacLean 
Charlie Campbell Archie Dunean 
John Shields James Woodburra 
Mrs. MaeTavish Moliv Weir 


Ian Wallace 
Alexander Archdale 
Grace Garvin 
Alistair Hunter 


Ist Director 
2nd Director 
Mrs. MacRae 
Dick Crawford 

Second of the _ Independent 
Frame productions is a workman- 
like effort based on a romance in 
the Clyde shipyards. It should 
prove to be a useful proposition 
for British exhibs, but a complete 
absence of names for the marquee 
rules it out*for the American mar- 
ket except, possibly, as a support- 
ing feature. 

Story values are not the strong- 
est point of the production but the 
shipyard makes an effective back- 
sround for the romance of the ap- 
prentice who starts at the bottom 
and rises sufficient!y high to marry 
the boss’s daughter. 

Although the shipyard setting 
dominates the backgrounc a pos- 
sibly documentary flavor is avoided 
and due emphasis is placed on the 
career of the young apprentice and 
his eventual romance. Gordon 
Jackson and Rona Anderson 
handle the leads with conviction 
and John Laurie. Jimmy Logan 
and Elizabeth Sellers are promin- 
ent in a long supporting cast. 

Myro. 





Een Koninkrijk Voor 
Een Huis 


(A Kingdom for a House) 
(DUTCH) 
Amsterdam, March 11. 

Monopole Film N. V. release of Gabriel 
Levy production. Directed by Jaap 
Speyer. Stars Henriette Davids; features 
Johan Kaart. Annie van Duyn, Tilly 
Perin-Bouwmeester. Includes also Mat- 
thieu. van Evsden,. Rob de Vries. Alex 
Faassen, Rudi West. Clara Vischer and 
Frans van S@iaik. Screenplay by Wolf- 
gang Wilhelm and Spvever: music. Erich 
Ziegler and Harry Hilm: musical direec- 
tion Dolf van der Linden: camera, Rich- 
ard Angst. At Rialto, Amsterdam. Run- 
ning time. 90 MINS. 


full-length 
Holland 


One of the first 
features turned out in 
since the end of the war, this 
low-budgeter uses the current 
housing shortage problem as a 
background for a flimsy story set 
in Amsterdam. Film drags badly 
at opening, though this could prob- 
ably be cured by some judicious 
editing. Otherwise, direction is 
competent. Camera work is good 
throughout, as is background 
music, although latter tends to be 


rather overpowering at times. Pie 
will do well here and in Dutch 
colonies, and has fair chance 


abroad. 

Story opens with working-class 
mother and daughter being billet- 
ed on a very ritzy family in what 
is the town’s equivalent of Park 
Avenue. The inevitable squabbles 
between the two families are only 
intensified when the playboy son 
(Rob de Vries) fails for the hard- 
working daughter (Ann van Duyn), 
Henriette Davids as Momma Blom 
and Johan Kaart as her brother 
Kobus are convincing all the time. 

| Den. 
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Olivier, Wyman, Hamlet, § Honors 
For British Pace H'wood Oscaring 


Hollywood, March 29. 

Osear came of age last week and 
celebrated his 21st birthday with a 
quiet family party 
the visiting British cousins walked 
away with more presents than any- 
one alse. To signify its maturity, 
the Academy of Motion Picture 


Arts and Sciences generously ad- | the major awards were not unex- 


at home—but | 


| 





| 
' 


mitted that the best picture of the | 
year was not a Hollywood product | 
at all, but the British entry, “Ham- | 


let.” It was the first time that a 
foreign entry had been acclaimed 
the best picture of the year, and 
the film captured a total of five 
awards, including Laurence 
Olivier’s trophy as the Best Actor 
of the vear. 

Three awards to “The Red 
Shoes” gave the English a total of 
eight honors for the year. 

Warners took studio honors for 
the greatest number of awards for 
purely domestic entries with a total 
of seven, topped by the presenta- 
tion to Jerry Wald of the Irving 
Thalberg Award for sustained pro- 
duction excellence. It was the 
ninth time the coveted bust has 
been awarded since the honor was 
instituted in 1937. 

The Warner sweep inciuded 
some precedent-making honors: It 
was the first time a studio had car- 
ried three of the four top-perform- 
ance awards on the basis of three 
separate pictures, with Jane Wy- 
nod as Best 


man winning the 

Actress for “Johnny Belinda,” 
Claire Trevor winning the Best 
Supporting Actress Award for 
“Key Largo.” and Walter Huston 


walking off with the Best Support- 
ing Actor trophy for “Treasure of 
the Sierra Madre;” it was the first 
time in Academy history that a 
father-and-son parlay had collected 
in the Oscar Derby, for in addition 
to Huston’s statuctte for the Best 
Supporting Performance, his son 
John won honors for the direction 
and screenplay writing on the 
same film; and it was, of course, 
the first time since the invention of 
sound that an actress won the cov- 
eted top performance award by 
keeping her mouth shut (Miss Wy- 


man played a deaf mute), Studio’s 
seventh award was to A. J. Moran 
and the electrical department for a 


method of remote control for shut- | 


ters on motion picture are lighting 
equipment. 

Save for the selection of “Ham- 
let” as Best Picture of the year, 


pected. Victories of Laurence Oli- 
vier, Jane Wyman, Claire Trevor, 
Walter Huston, John Huston and 
“Buttons and Bows,” having been 
accurately forecast in a DAILY 
VARIETY poll that missed only in 
picking “Johnny Belinda” as the 
top production. The poll was thus 
86° accurate. 

The limited seating capacity pre- 
vented a majority of the Academy’s 
1,900-odd members from attending. 
Proceedings were filmed under the 
direction of C. Carleton Hunt of 
RKO, one of the Acad’s Board of 
Governors, and screened Sunday 
night (27) at the Academy Awards 
theatre. Shown with it was “Mon- 
sieur Vincent,” the French film 
which was awarded an Oscar as 
Best Foreign Language Film of 
vear, the first time such an award 
has been made. 

Outside the theatre, braving 
California’s usual “unusual” 
weather (‘including a brief snow 
flurry just as the first of the star 
guests arrived), some 1,000 diehard 
fans huddled together for warmth 
on the hastily-constructed bleach- 
ers, or shivered on adjoining roof- 
tops. They heard the broadcast of 
the ceremony over a special public 
address system and waited patient- 
lv until it was over to cheer the 
victors as they emerged, clutching 
their Oscars in trembling hands. 

Following is the complete list of 
awards: 

Irving Thalberg Award 
Best Picture of the 
J. Arthur Rank-Two Cities 

sal-Iniernational, 

Best Actor—Laurence Olivier in *“*‘Ham- 
let J. Arthur Rank-Two Cities Film, 
Universal-International. 

jest Actress—Jane Wyman in “Johnny 
Belinda.” Warners. 

Best Supporting Actor—Waller Huston 
in “Treasure of the Sierra Madre.’ War- 
ners, 

Best Supporting Actress—Claire Trevor 
in “Key Largo.”” Warners. 

3est Director—John Huston, “Treasure 


Jerry Wald. 
Year—‘‘Hamlet,” 
Film, Univer- 
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| “Easter Parade,” 


| of the Sierra Madre,’ Warners. ' 
Best Original Film Story—The Search,” 
Praesens Film-Metro, Richard Schweizer, 
| David Wechsler. 
| Best Screenplay—‘Treasure of the 
Sierra Madre,” Warners, John Huston. 
Best Black-and-White Cinematography 
|The Naked City,’’ Mark Hellinger Pro- 
| duction-Universal-international, William 
Daniels. 
| Best Color Cinematography—'‘Joan of 
Are,” Sierra Pictures-RKO, Joseph Val- 
entine, William V. Skall, Winton Hoch. 
| Best Original Song—‘Buttons and 
| Bows,” from “The Paleface,” Paramount. 
| Musie and lyrics by Jay Livingston and 
| Ray Evans. 
Best Musical Score, Dramatic or Com- 
edy Picture—‘“The Red Shoes,” J. Arthur 





| Rank-Archers, Eagle-Lion, Brian Easdale. 


Best Scoring of a Musical Picture— 


Metro. Johnny Green, 
| Roger Edens, 

Art Direction ‘(Black and White)— 
“Hamlet,” J. Arthur Rank-Two Cities 
Film, Universal-International. Roger 
Furse. 


Art Direction (Color)}—‘“The Red Shoes,” 
J. Arthur Rank-Archers, Eagle Lion. Hein 


Heckroth. 

Set Decoration (Black-and-White)— 
“Hamlet,” J. Arthur Rank-Two Cities 
Film, Universal-International. Carmen 
Dillon. 

Set Decoration (Color)—“The 
Shoes,” J.*Arthur Rank-Archers, 
Lion. Arthur Lawson. 

Best Costume Design (Black-and-White) 
—‘Hamilet,” J. Arthur Rank-Two Cities 
Film, Universal-International. Roger K. 
Furse. 

Best Costume Design (Color)—‘Joan of 
Are,” Sierra Pictures-RKO. Dorothy Jea- 
kins, Karinska. 

Special Effects 


Red 
Eagle 


(Photographic)—‘‘Por- 


trait of Jennie.’ The Selznick Studio, Paul | 
Russell | 


Eagler, J. McMillan Johnson, 
Shearman Clarence Slifer. 

Special Effects 
Jennie,” The Selznick Studio. 
Freeman, James G. Stewart. 

Best Sound Recording——‘The 
Pit.” 20th-Fox. Thomas T. Moulton. 

Best Film Editing—“The Naked 
Mark Hellinger Productions, 
International. Paul Weatherwax. 

Best Short Subject 
phony of a City.’ 20th-Fox. 
Edmund H. Reek. 

Best Short Subject (Two-Reel—"‘Seal 
Island.” Walt Disney-RKO. Produced by 
Walt Disney. 

Best Short Subject (Cartoon) 


Charles 
Snake 


City,” 


Produced by 


“The Lit- 


tle Orphan,” Metro. Produced by Fred 
Quimby. 
Best Documentary (Feature)—‘‘The Se- 


Produced 


eret Land.’ U. S. Navy-Metro. 
by O. O. Pull. 

Best Documentary (Short)}—‘‘Toward In- 
denendence ” U. S. Army 


Best Foreign Language Film 

Vincent.” (French. 
SPECIAL AWARDS 

Adolph Zukor—For service to the mo- 
tion picture industry over a period of 40 
years. 

Sid Grauman—Master showman. who 
raised the standard of exhibition of mo- 
tion pictures. 

Walter Wanger—For distinevished serv 
ice to the motion picture industry for 
the production of his picture, “Joan of 
Arc.” 

Ivan Jandl— Juvenile award for his per- 
formance in “The Search.” 

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL 

AWARDS 

Victor Caccialian Vieurice 
the Paramount set-construction depart- 
ment. for the development and applica- 
tion of “Parolite ”’ a new liehtweight plas- 
ter process for set construction. 

Nick Kalten. Louis Witti and the 20th- 
Fox mechanical efiects department for a 
process of preserving and flame-prooling 
foliage. 

Marty Martin. Jock Wannon, Russell 
Shearman and the RKO special effects de- 
partment. for develonment of a’ new 
method of simulating talling snow on mo- 
tion picture sets. 

J. Moran and the Warner Bros. elec- 
trical devartment for a method of remote 


Avers and 


control for shutters on motion picture are 


lighting equipment. 
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ams coutinued from 


hit back hard with 
citing that the company has never 
yet passed a dividend in its 25 
years of existence. 
No Board? 
One irate stockholder demanded 





| that the company do without its 


| board of directors, opining that 

| the business ‘“‘can run itself.” An- 
other found umbrage in the fact 
that Nicholas M. Schenck, company 
prez, was not on hand to “get ac- 
quainted with his stockholders.” 
As in other recent film company 
meets, management's difficulties 
were aggravated by a surprising 
lack of knowledge of what goes on 
in the industry. 


One stockholder. for instance, 
who also holds shares in Para- 
mount, advised the meeting that 


Par is now arranging to split into 
two companies. She prefaced this 
information with the remark: “TI 
don’t know whether or not I am 
giving away a secret.” 

In the midst of the hubbub, reso- 
lution was passed increasing the 
number of directors from 10 to 11. 
New director chosen was F. Joseph 
Holleran. veenee of the National 
City Bank. All incumbent direc- 
tors were re-elected by over- 
whelming majorities. 

Responding to prodding in favor 
of Metro’s entry into television. 
Rubin said the company “at the 
moment is not in the mood.” Man- 
agement has given careful consid- 
eration to the possibility and “is 
equipped to make the move quick- 
lv when it seems advisable.’ He 
added: “We own 131 theatres and 
cater to 15,000 others from which 
we make our living. If we encour- 
age the public to stay at home. we 
won't have them in the theatres.” 

Book value of company’s stock 
has increased from $29,242.000 in 
1923 to $140.473,000 in °48. Rubin 
noted. Dividends paid to stock- 
holders amounted to $124.000.000 
out of total profits after taxes of 
“pproximately $225,000,000. 


(Sound)—“‘Portrait of | 


Universal- | 


‘One Reel)—‘Sym- 


-‘‘Monsieur | 


a statement | 


FN Last to Try It 


In reference to current ma- 
neuvers by exhibs to invade 
production - distribution, the 
last company of that. type 
folded over 20 years ago. It 
was First National Pictures 
which had been operated by a 
syndicate of theatre men from 
1919, when it was formed, to 
1928 when Warner Bros. 
bought control. 

During most of its inde- 
pendent existance, FN was a 
profitable venture for exhibs 
who held franchises on the 
company’s product. However, 
with the impact of sound 
| films, Warners got off to a fast 
| start with Vitaphone and had 
the know-how in producing the 
talkers. FN, on the other 
hand, was still making silent 





pix. 

When WB offered a_ big 
price for the FN stock, owners 
decided to sell rather than 
struggle in the new medium. 
WB bought one-third of the 
shares by acquiring Stanley 
Co. of America; another third 
from various individuals; and 
the balance in 1929 from the 
Fox Film Corp. 


Goldberg Demand On 
Paramount Points Up 
| Question on Decree 


Omaha, March 29. 

On the heels of the Paramount 
divorcement decree, the first de- 
mand by an indie exhib that he 
get an equal break with a Para- 
mount partner, by the right to bid 
on product, was made here this 
week by Ralph Goldberg. Latter 
is demanding that Paramount 
| offer its product to the highest bid- 
der in a battle to take the pix 
away from Tri-States circuit, Para- 
mount-affiliated chain. 

Request presents a question for 
Paramount’s legal staff. The poser 
is whether the decree’s provision 
requiring the company to treat its 
pards at arms’ length is already in 
effect or must await approval of 
stockholders, April 12. 
“«ontends that the company is 
technically in contempt of the 
decree. 

Fight started by Goldberg pre- 
ludes a future battle for Para- 
mount product in the hundreds of 
situations throughout the country 
where partner theatres now get 
first call on product. It is expect- 
, ed that a rush of indies for bidding 
privileges will be started by ap- 
proval of the decree. 


New Pact Slated On 


Lukas ‘Communist’ 
Hollywood, March 29. 
Paul Lukas’ 10-week commit- 
ment with RKO for top role in “I 
Married a Communist” ended Mon- 
oy a gtd not vet ready 
o roll. eal called for pay 
of $50,000. saan: 
+ New pact is now being negoti- 
ated, probably based on film’s ex- 
pected start in May. New writer. 
Bob Andrews has been assigned 
to the screenplay and is reportedly 
whipping stumbling block which 
‘stalled film until now. 




















Par Contracts 
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intemal 
erally. When the deals were made 
no thought was given to the im- 
probable windup of the giant com- 
pany. 

Par’s contract list includes 25 
players under standard term con- 
tracts; 14 others under special 
tickets; five producer-directors: six 
producers and 10 directors. It is 
not Known how many are affected 
by the legal twist, 

Meanwhile, in N. Y.. outfit moved 
further towards a division when 
Barney Balaban, Par's prez, an- 
nounced that stockholder proxies 
were coming in “very satisfactori- 
Oe Returns through March 22, 
he said, showed that 14.863 stock- 
holders repping 2.218.758 shares 
have voted for the split and 304 
stockholders with 40.249 against. 

Balaban’s — statement indicates 
that approximately one-third out- 
standing stock has been voted in 
favor of the decree and reorgani- 
zation. Company requires another 
one-third before it is over the 
mark. How much opposition has 
developed in the form of non- 
voters or from those who plan 
to voice their objection § directly 
at the April 12 meet is the big 
, question. 


Goldberg | 











| 
Exhibs’ Yardstick 


Continued from page 5 


spending for films. The feeling is 
that they could then argue against 
extravagant outlays for product 
and refuse to bail out the majors 
when costs are deemed excessive, 


Belief is that sponsors of a new 
company would have little diffj- 
culty in corralling sufficient finan- 
cial support from the bigger cir- 
cuits. The Fabian-Gamble crack 
at UA has been made after a large 
number of exhibs were sounded 
out on their willingness to share 
in the purchase price, Hence, the 
;duo sought an option for UA so 
| that they could then sign up other 
| exhibs for the venture. These the- 
atre men are said to be anxious for 
lany similar proposition which 
would have a reasonable prospect 
of success and serve as an answer 
to the majors’ rental boosts. 

‘Not Illegal’ 


The U. S. Supreme Court de- 
cision which held that integration 
of the three branches of the indus- 
try was not illegal as such is be- 
lieved to eliminate the anti-trust 
angle. The new org would be a 
cooperative venture. Exhibs hold 
that co-ops in other industries, 
formed to insure supply, have al- 
ready been upheld by the courts. 

Exhibs want the measuring-stick 
as a gauge on salaries. They argue 
that Hollywood, payroll is top- 
heavy and that a strong, new out- 
fit could compete — successfully 
since it would not have the big 
salaries to mete out to execs. 











Brit. Pact 
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ernment. They hope that possibly 
by pressure of Economic Coopera- 
tion Administration funds and 
other aid being given to England, 
the State Dept. can convince the 
British of the advisability of eas- 
ing up on American filme. 

Yanks have been particularly 
heartened on this score by .the 
campaign started in Congress last 
week by Senator William F. Know- 
land of California. State Dept. has 
never exhjbited much interest in, 
exerting pressure on Britain in be- 
half of the industry, and film men 
are now hoping that Knowland 
may stir the striped-pants boys to 
action. State Dept., it is hoped, 
may find it wise to tip off the Brit- 
ish to take it easy on American pix 
rather than jeopardize important 
aid-to-England projects by Know- 
land’s squawks when they come tp 
for a vote. 


Possible Earful for Bevin 


If Knowland can muster any 
sort of support among his col- 
leagues, it may well be that British 
Foreign Minister Ernest Bevin will 
be given an earful by the protocol 
lads when he gets into Washington 
this week. Otherwise, it is not 
certain how much films he is ready 
to talk, despite reports from Eng- 
land that he is prepared for some 
such discussion. 


The Anglo-American films pact, 
Which became effective last June 
14, was to run for four years, but 
to be reopened for examination af- 
ter two years. That can be taken 
to mean that present terms will 
not continue beyond the initial bi- 
ennial period, ending June 13, 
1950, if the American picture mén 
can help it. It is expected that 
talks will begin early next year. 


Par’s Col. Pic 
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couple of months than in the com- 
parative stretch of '48, the theatre 
has played a half-dozen pix against 
two last year. 

To pad out its releases until Par 
gets going on its recently-an- 
nounced boost in production, Al- 
fred W. Schwalberg, company’s 
sales chief, is turning to reissues. 
Reportedly, Schwalberg is con- 
Vinced that the use of oldies is one 
way of building the distrib take. 

First two reissues, packaged as 
a dualer, are “Trail of the Lone- 
some Pine” and “Geronimo.” Pix 
will be released in June. Under- 
stood that other oldies will hit the 
exchanges before the year is up. 
“Trail,” a Technicolor film, was 
made in °36, while “Geronimo” was 
canned in ‘40. 

Last non-Paramount pic booked 
into the Broadway house was “Hit- 
ler’s Children,” produced by RKO. 
It played the theatre over six years 


, ago, 
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Argentine Film Prod. Goes Into High 
As Govt. Lifts Wraps on Rawstock 


Buenos Aires, March 18. +¢ 


Pall of gloom which had settled 
over the film production industry 
is lifting somewhat with raw film 
this week included among essential 
imports which have fixed priorities. 

At the new Mapol studios, work 
is already under way on “The 
Avengers” which John Auer is di- 
recting for Republic, with Alan 
Curtis, John Carroll, Mona Maris, 
and a mixed cast of players who 
know both English and Spanish. 

Arturo de Cordova has inked a 
deal with Bolivar Films, a mixed 
Argentine - Venezuelan production 
setup, to make “Las Lanzas Colo- 
radas”’ (“The Red Spears”), a 
historical opus, in Venezuela, with 
Argentina director Carlos Hugo 
Christensen handling. Actress Su- 
sana Freyre (Mrs. Christensen) is 
to be teamed with de Cordova. 

Carlos Borcosque has been busy 





Currency Reform Causes 


Berlin Film B.0. Nick 


Berlin, March 23. | 
| A drop in business at film houses 
‘here is expected for the next two, 
| weeks due to a currency reform, | 
|the fourth in seven months, which | 
ended the two-coin b.o. setup. As| 
of March 21, only legal tender al-| 
lowed in the three western sectors | 
of Berlin will be the Westmark. | 
Russian money was accepted be- 
fore. 

It is felt that business will pick 
up in about two weeks, when b.o. 
take should level off approximate- 
ly 20% lower than when both cur- 
rencies were in use. 








e 
streets “for "Calle. Arriba” ("Up I elix, Moctezuma 


Street”), which he is directing for | 
San Miguel and Emelco jointly, | 
with Italian actor Amadeo Nazzari | 
and Malisa Zini. The raw stock } 
shortage at San Miguel Studios, | 
which folded some weeks ago, has | 
held up the start on “Los Isleros” | 
(‘The Islanders”), which Lucas 
Demare was to direct for that out- 
fit. 

Cinematografica Independencia 
is to make a film version of “The 
Perez Garcia Family,” a popular 
radio feature which ran for nine 
years on Radio El Mundo (spon- 
sored by Sterling Products), and 
scripted by Oscar Luis Massa, 
former program director of the 
Mundo web. A number of well- 
known radio personalities are to 
have star parts. 

Alberto de Zavalia, Delia Garces 
and tango composer Marianito 
Mores are planning collaborating 
in the production of pix, in addi- 
tion to embarking together in 
legit. Garces and Mores produc- 
tion of last year’s hit musical, 
“Marcella’s Other Self,” top legit , 
grosser of the year. 

Comedian Sandrini’s return from 
film work in Spain has been con- 
siderably publicized in local news- 
reels, as part of a campaign con- 
nected with release of his last 
Argentine picture, “Don Juan 
Tenorio.” Mexican director Rob- 
erto Gavaldon is putting the last 
touches to “Mi Vida por la Tuya” 
(‘My Life for Yours’), his first | 
Argentine-made picture. The ace. 
Mexican director has chores to/| 
fulfill in Mexico before returning 
to make further pix for AAA. 

Cantinflas (Mario Moreno) is ex- | 
pected in Argentina from Mexico | 
in July to make a picture for In- 
teramicana. The Mexican comic | 


Win Mex Oscars 


Mexico City, March 29. 

Maria Felix was Oscared as the 
top actress in Mexican pix in 1948 
by the Mexican Academy of Cine- 
matographic Arts and Sciences at 
at big fiesta (25) at El Patio nitery 
here. Miss Felix is currently in 
N. Y. on p.a.’s. Several pix critics 
disagree with Miss Felix’s award 
and pan the Academy for its selec- 
tion. 

Miss Felix won on her work in 
“Rio Escondido” (‘Hidden River’’). 
That pic won six other Oscars. 
Carlos Lopez Moctezuma was ac- 
claimed the year’s best actor. 
Emilio Fernandez was hailed the 
best director. Gabriel Figueroa 
won as cameraman. Both have 
been previously Oscared several 
times. Their 1948 selection was 
for their work on “Escondido.” 
Fernandez and Mauricio Magdaleno 
won the best scripting with “Es- 
condido.” Francisco Dominguez 
won the year’s best musical score 
with “Escondido.” Film, too, was 
Oscared as the best Mexican pic 
of 1948. 

Victor Parra was named the best 
supporting actor, and Columbia Do- 


minguez best supporting actress. | 


Alejandro Galindo was cited for 
the best adaptation. Arturo Soto 
Rangel was chosen the best bit 
actor and Irma Torres the top bit 
actress. 





Austrian Oscars 
Vienna, March 22. 
Sascha Film, distributing com- 
pany, has started an Austrian form 
of Oscar. Company will award 


j}amount of 


Paris Opens Door 


Paris, March 29. 

| Another avenue toward a partial 
remittance thaw for American dis- 
tributors opened this week when 
the Ministry of Economy okayed 
part payment of certain merchan- 
dise from frozen film accounts. 

Decree states that exports to the 
U. S. of perfumes, gloves, silks and 
cottons may be paid by 657% dollars 
and 35° from blocked film funds. 


U. S. Pix, Via Subsidy-Tax, 
Help Build Up Spanish 
Rivalry in World. Mkts. 


Madrid, March 22. 

The Spanish government during 
1948 subsidized the making of 38 
feature films in Spanish studios to 
the amount of 26,540,000 pesetas 
(about $3,000,000 at the present 
free market exchange), according 
to the Sindicatio Nacional dos 
Espectaculos. The largest subsidy 
was given to “Mare Nostrum,” a 
propaganda pic, about the Medi- 
terranean coast of Spain, which re- 
ceived about 2,000,000 pesetas. 

A large part of this sum is sup- 
posed to be paid back to the gov- 
ernment by the film companies. 
Loans and subsidies given in 1947 
have already been paid back in 
25,000,000 pesetas. 
Money dispensed by the govern- 
ment to Spanish producers is the 
result of a tax on foreign films. 

Thus American production is 
contributing the bulk of the sub- 
sidy to the Spanish film industry, 
which is growing every year and 
is already regularly exporting its 
best films to continental Europe 
and, of course, to South America, 
and especially Argentina, with 
which there exists special pacts for 
a regular exchange of pix. 


IRISH THEATRE GROUP 
ADDS 4 PICTURE SPOTS 


| Dublin, March 24. 
| Irish Cinemas, Ltd., announced 
| purchase of three nabe houses on 
|Dublin’s north  side—Fairview, 
{Strand and Drumcondra—and a 
fourth now nearing completion at 
| Cabra, new suburb. It’s under- 
stood that two undeveloped sites 
in suburbs of Killester and White- 
hall were included in the deal, 
which was made with Leonard 
| Ging. 

| Ging retains interest in only one 
cinema in Dublin area, the Sutton, 
part way out of town. All houses 
in the group have capacity be- 
tween 1,100 and 1,650. In addition, 
Irish Cinemas already controls the 
| biggest cine-variety house in Ire- 
| land—3,750-seater Theatre Royal, 
'Dublin—Savoy, Dublin; Regal 
|Rooms, Dublin; Savoy, Cork, and 
| Savoy, Limerick. Group is allied 
‘to J. Arthur Rank interests, and 








has visited Buenos Aires previous- | prizes for annual best pic, jury to has John H. Davis as member of 


ly, but did no film work. Inter- | 
americana is one studio which can 


obtain all the supplies of raw Count Alexander (Sascha) Kolow- | 


stock it needs, paying for them | 
with foreign currency obtained | 


abroad. But’ studio space is not Films Help Push Mex City | 


so easy a problem to overcome, to. 
the extent that Interamericana’s | 
schedule may have to be worked 
out trom Chilean sets. 


ITALO PIX FANS SQUAWK 
AT U. S. SINGER DUBBING 


Rome, March 29. 

Italian film fans are voicing loud 
squawks against the practice of 
dubbing in Italo voices for w.k. 
American personalities like Bing 
Crosby, Danny Kaye and Frank 
Sinatra. The latest Sinatra pic to 
be released in Italy, ‘Anchors 
Aweigh” (Metro), was panned be- 
cause Sinatra was permitted to sing 
only two of his several songs in 
the film, 

Most American vocalists have a 
large following in Italy via wide- 
spread circulation of their records 
Dubbing in of Kaye's voice in “The 
Secret Life of Walter Mitty” (RKO) 
also provoked negative audience 
and press reaction, due to failure 
of making accurate vocal transla- 
tions. 








Stolz’s New Hit 
Nuremberg, March 29 
“In Casablanca,” Robert Stolz’ 
new musical revue, had its world 


preem at the Opera House in 
Nuremberg, Sunday (27). 
Musical received unanimous 


critical raves. 


be composed of 16 film experts. 
Action was taken in memory of 


rat, pioneer of Austrian film biz. 





b] J 
48 Grosses to New Hig 
Mexico City, March 29. 
Paid public amusements grossed 
105,500,000 pesos (about $20,000,- 
000) in 1948, a new high for here, 
city treasury department an- 
nounces. That topped the 1947 
gross of 98,600,000 pésos, and is 
remarkable because the depression 
was well under way last year, 
whereas there were only signs of 


‘it in 1947, 


Biggest grosser last year, as al- 
ways, were pix, the 93 cinemas then 
functioning taking 78,.896.379.54 
pesos paid by 50,464.540 persons. 
The 47 bullfights here last year 
drew 1,130,058 cash customers, who 
paid 6,044,136.80 pesos. The thea- 
tres did somewhat better than that, 
the eight houses grossing 6,627.- 
108.39 pesos from 1,802,752 cus- 
tomers at 4.040 shows. 

Opera, concerts and other long- 
hair functions grossed 552.769.75 
pesos from 129 shows that 71.012 
paid to see. The three prizefight 
and wrestling halls drew 1.146.379 


customers to 392 fights, and grossed | 


3.008 326.70. The 104 - football 
matches attracted 1,307,176. and 
Rrossed 4,853,.377.25 pesos, while 
the 114 baseball games had 421.741 
customers and a gate of 1.430- 
381.88 pesos, 





Karachi, in Pakistan, will soon 
build a studio of its own for pro- 
ducing films in Arabic, Persian 


,and Urdu. 


the board. Louis Elliman is man- 
aging-director. 


Dunham’s Dance Dates 
Rome, March 22. 


Katharine Dunham and_ her 
troupe are due here end of month, 
and will spend April dancing in 





| various Italian cities, Switzerland, | 
Belgium and Sweden dates follow. | 


| Dancer is in no way connected 
with “Les Ballet Negres,” now 
| touring Portugal, as reported. 





—— 
——— 





| 

_- Current London Shows 

London, March 29. 

“Adv. Story,” James (2). 

' “Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (95). 

| “Bless the Bride,” (Adelphi (101). 

| “Belinda Fair,” Sav. (1). 
“Browning,” Phoenix (29), 


| 
| 
| 


“Cage Peacock,” Cambridge (51). | 


“Daphne,” Wynd (1). 

“Edward, My Son,” Lyric (96). 
“Foolish Gent’w'n,” Duch. (5). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (53). 
“Harvey,” Wales (13). 
“Heiress,” Ilaymarket (9). 
“High Button Shoes,” Hipp. (15). 
“Human Touch,” Savoy (7). 
“Kid From Strat.,”” Wint. (26). 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (2), 
“Lilac Time,” Maj. (6). 

“Miss Mabel,” Strand (18). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (100). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (17). 
“Oranges & Lemons,” Globe (9). 
“Perfect Woman,” Play. (29), 
“Queen Came By,” York (1). 
“September Tide,” Ald. (16). 
“Summer in Dec.,”” Comedy (1). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (103). 
“Woman's Place,” Vaude (1). 

) “Worm’'s View,” Whitehall (101). 





Rank Reshuffles Combine Execs to Fit 
Cutback Pattern: Somlo, E. Davis Out 





Arnold Plans $200,000 
London Ballet Festival 


London, March 29. 
A season of ballet for the 
| masses, to be staged at the Har- 
ringay Arena in August, is planned 
‘by Tom Arnold, who is bringing 





over Alicia Markova and Anton)! 


'Dolin and the Original Ballet Russe 

‘as well as of a large number of 
other stars. Enterprise, which will 
be known as the London Ballet 
Festival, calls for an initial stake 
of $200,000. Admissions will range 
from 50c to $3. 

Arnold hopes to make the event 
an annual one and also to engage 
a large symphony orchestra. A 
special stage is to be built at one 
end of the arena. 
| 


' 
} 


Swiss Assns. 





Geneva, March 29. 

Charged with improperly hold- 
ing theatres here and in Lausanne, 
Loew’s International drew a stiff 
penalty from the Exhibitors and 
Distributors Assns. Although con- 
sidering the ruling unusually hard, 
company prez Arthur Loew and 
continental European manager 
David Lewis accepted the verdict 
which imposes a_ suspension of 
three weeks of all Metro shows in 
Swiss territory. 

In addition, Loew’s was fined 
$1,250 plus an assessment of 
$13,500 damages to the associations 
along with divestiture of the the- 
atres that were involved in the 
dispute. Previously a Swiss 
legalite had claimed Loew’s could 
own the houses in question. 
| Judgment meted out by the trade 
| organizations was levied upon 
| Loew’s as an organization member. 
| Under the Swiss film industry set- 
up no exhib may deal with a non- 
distributor member and vice-versa. 
The government sanctions the 
groups as long as they exist har- 
moniously although it’s generally 
conceded that their makeup 
borders on the monopolistic. 


‘Stockholm Pix B.O. Dip 
In 1948; Legit Up 


Stockholm, March 22. 

Government’s high admission tax 
_is believed responsible for a big 
dip in this city’s film theatre at- 
tendance last year. Some 14,200,000 
| tickets were sold in 1948 through 
|film house wickets as against 
15,200,000 the preceding 12 months. 
| On the other hand, Stockholm legit 
more than held its own, with 
1,700,000 ducats vended for plays 
_and concerts in 1948 compared to 
_ 1,500,000 for the previous period. 

Despite the loss of 1,000,000 ad- 
missions at film b.o., the govern- 
ment still collected nearly $1,400,- 
000 more in admission bites in 
1948 than in '47. Dance halls also 
chalked up a slight decline, draw- 
ing only 3,740,000 customers in 
1948, a slip of 212,000 from the 
comparable period. Total Stock- 
holm 1948 entertainment taxes 
were $4,761,408, as against $2,466,- 
624 in 1947. 











U.S. Pix 50% of Norway’s 
Film Imports in 1948 


Oslo, March 22. 


U. S. films comprised 50% of all | 


product imported into Norway last 
year, according to a check made 
here. Of some 301 pictures, Amer- 
ican producers furnished 150. Run- 
nerup was Britain, with 51, while 
France contributed 36. Others 
were Sweden, 34; Denmark, 10: 
Russia, seven; Italy, three, and 
Finland, one. 

Top pictures from a b.o. stand- 
point in the Norwegian market 


during 1948 were “Best Years of | 
Our Lives” (RKO), “Kempen om/ 


Tungvannet” (Norwegian), “The 
Dictator” (UA), “Jorund Smed” 
(Norwegian), “Bachelor and the 
Bobbysoxer” (RKO), “Ninotchka” 
(Metro), “Iron Curtain” (20th), 


“Flickan fran Stormyrtorpet” 


‘Swedish), “Frieda” (British) and’ 


“The Unfaithful” (WB). 


Fine Loews 


+ London, March 29. 


| As a result of the production re. 
_organization within the J. Arthur 
_Rank group, two managing direc- 
_tors are out. They are Josef Somlo 
,of Two Cities and Edwin Davis of 
, Production Facilities. Latter is not 
_to be confused, of course, with 
| Rank’s chief aide, John Davis. A 
| number of senior executives have 
also been fired in the reshuffling, 

As a consequence of the reor- 
ganization, production has been 
concentrated at Denham and Pine- 
wood with substantial reduction in 
costs. A new company, to be 
known as J. Arthur Rank Producec- 
tions, Ltd., is being formed, which 
will take over the functions for- 
merly carried out by D & P Stu- 
dios, Ltd., and Production Facilj- 
ties, and the directorate of the new 
outfit will be headed by Rank as 
chairman, supported by John 
Davis, George Archibald, Sir 
| Michael Balcon, Sydney Box, Ear] 
St. John and Spencer Reis. Archi- 
_bald, Box and St. John will be ex- 
ecutive producers and the new 
company would incorporate Gains- 
borough, Pinewood and Two Cities. 


Another process in the reorgani- 
zation will be the amalgamation of 
the story departments of Gains- 
borough, Pinewood and Two Cities, 
and the casting departments will 
be reduced from three to two with 
one at Denham and another at 
Pinewood. 

P. H. Shirley has been named 
personal assistant to John Davis, 
managing director of the J. Arthur 
Rank organization and Rank’s top 
aide. 

Shirley, an Australian, has been 
departmental manager of Peat, 
Warwick, Mitchell & Co., British 
accountants. 
| R. H. Dewes, licensing and per- 
sonnel controller of Circuits Man- 
agement Assn., has been made di- 
rector of personnel to the J. Arthur 
Rank organization. 


‘SHARIN MAKING NEW TV 
FILM SHORTS IN VIENNA 


Vienna, March 15. 


| Eugen Sharin, prez of Ambas- 
,sador Films, is in Vienna experi- 
menting with a new idea of black- 
outs for television. Idea is a four 





+ minute short, featuring the Vienna 


Philharmonic Orch and _ State 
Opera Ballet. 
' He has also begun work on 


opera shorts, 10 to 12 minutes 
| long, at the Schoenbrunn studio. 
| First is “Andalusian Nights,”’ with 
| “Carmen” music, and Maria Cebo- 
| tari and Marko Rothmueller as top 
singers. Orchestra is under Josef 
Krips. Wagner’s “Tannhauser,” 
with Esther Rethy and Rothmuel- 
ler, is to be another one. Leopold 
|Hainish was inked again as direc- 
tor. 

Two other shorts, Beethoven's 
“Egmont” and 
Fourth,” were just finished. Pix 
were shot in Belvedere under di- 
| rection of Karl Boehm. Sharin ex- 
| pects to stay in town until the end 
of this month, visit Budapest and 
then fly back to New York. 


New Spanish Producing 
- Co. Skeds Big Pix List 


Madrid, March 22. 


Valencia Film, new producing 
company in Madrid, has announced 
schedule for its first group of 
films. Promoter and managing di- 
rector is Teddy Villalba who has 
had film experience in North and 
South America. 

The first film, already started at 
Chamartin studios in Madrid. is 
|“El Curioso Impertinete,”’ based 
on a novel by Cervantes, adapted 
by Italian writer Alessandro De 
Stefani and directed by Flavo Cal- 
zavara, an Italian. It stars Jose 
Seoanes and Aurora’ Bautista. 
Second pic will be “Sobresaliente” 
(“Spare Parts,”) with Luis Ligero 
director and starring Miguel! Li- 
gero and Rosita Yarza. 

Spanish neutrality in the wat 
will be the subject of ‘“Neutrali- 
'dad,” directed by Fernandez Af- 
dovin and starring Adriana Benettl 
(Italian) and Jorge Mistral ‘Mexi- 
can). Also promised is a color film, 
“Rumba,” starring Fernando de 











Granada and directed by R. Tor- 
rado, who is also co-author with 
iH. S. Valdes of the script. 


“Tchaikovsky & 
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NEW PRINTS! 
NEW POSTERS, 
ADS, LOBBIES 
AND OTHER 
ACCESSORIES! 











With the return of the great American story... 
Backed by NATIONAL ADVERTISING to the 
24,342,250 CIRCULATION of Life, Saturday 
Evening Post, Collier’s, Time, Sport Magazine 
and Motion Picture magazines...Ready for the 
all-new audiences of new millions who want 
to see one of the biggest and best-loved 
pictures in screen history! 











Directed by SAM WOOD 


Screen Play by Jo Swerling and Herman J. 
Mankiewicz +» Original Story by Paul Gallico 





Re-released through RKO Radio Pictures, Ine. 
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D. C. Perks; ‘Ball Game’ 
Torrid $30,000, ‘Mother’ 
Sweet 206, ‘Pony’ 146 


Washington, March 29. 
Biz is humming along the main 
stem, thanks to some sparkling 
new features and debut of Spring 
tourist season. Heftiest newcomer 
is “Take Me Out to Ball Game, 
torrid at Capitol. “Mother Is Fresh- 

man” at Palace looks promising. 
“Johnny Belinda” is pulling the | 
Metropolitan out of recent dol- | 
second-run 





drums. “Hamlet,” in 

with roadshow prices at Dupont, 
took upsurge after Oscars were 
handed out. “Saraband” shapes 


modest in third week at Playhouse. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-85)— 
“Ball Game” ‘(M-G) plus vaude. 
Hot $30.000, with slightly upped 
weekend tab. New price policy 
stavs. Last week, “Canadian Pa- 
cific’ (20th) plus vaude, okay | 
$20,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)—} 
“Bov Green Hair” (RKO). Not so| 
hot $8,000. Last week, “Fighting 
O’F lynn” ‘U), $9,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-74) 
—‘Johnny Belinda” (WB) (2d run). 
Strong interest as a result of Acad- 
emy laurels, big $8,500. Last week, 
“Walking Hills’ (Col), nice $7,000 
in & days. 

National (Heiman) (1,600; 44-74) 
—‘State Dept.-File 649” (FC). Sur- 
prising $8.500, with title helping in 
this government-conscious town. 
Last week, “Act of Murder” (U), 
$8.000. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2.370; 44-74)— | 
“Mother Is Freshman” ~ (20th). 
Smart $20,000. Last week, “Letter 
Three Wives” (20th), okay $15,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (650;° 44-80)— 
“Paisan” (Indie) (4th wk). Strong 
$10 000. Last week, about same. | 

Warner (WB) (2.164; 44-74)— 
“R d Pony” (Rep). Fairish $14,000. 
Las. week, “South St. Louis” (WB), 
over hopes at $16,000. | 


CINCINNATI 


(Continued from’ page i1) 
Carle orch, Mills’ Bros., 
$31,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75) — 
“Force of Evil’ (M-G). Moderate 


$8,500. Last week, “Sea In Ships” | 
(20th); ditto. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75 —' 
“Johnny Belinda” (WB) and 
“Sierra Madre” (WB). Encoring | 
with Academy Award laurels to 


to hearty $9,000. Last week, “Bad | 


$7.000. 

Guild (Indie) (278; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Red Shoes” (EL) (4th wk). Perky 
$5,500 after third stanza’s $5,700. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 50-75) | 
— “Family Honeymoon” (U) (3d 
wk). Hot $7,000 after $11,000 sec- 
onc sesh. 

tatace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75) — 
“C. ss Cross” (U). Oke $11,000. 
Last week, “Whispering Smith” 
(Par), good $15,000. 





DENVER 


(Continued from page 9) 


tess Monte Cristo” (U) (3d wk). 
Thin $3,000. Last week, $5,000. 

Denham (‘Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74) 
— ‘Nick Beal” (Par). Fairish $11,- 
000. Holds. Last week, “Own True 
Love” (Par), $8,500. 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— | 
“Wake Red Witch” (Rep) and 
“Christopher Blake’ (WB), day- 


date with Esquire, Webber. Big 
$18.000 or near. Last week, “Fam- 
ily Honeymoon” ‘U) and “Angel on 
Amazon” (Rep), big $19,000. - 


| Esquire. 


LOUISVILLE 


(Continued from page 11) 


Kimbley, others, on stage, $6,500. | 

Ktalto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65)—“‘Wonderful Urge” (20th) 
and “Mine Own _ Executioner” 
(20th). Leading town at strong 
$15,000. Last week, “Whispering | 
Smith” (Par), healthy $13,000, and 
moveover. 

State (Loew's) (3,000; 45-65)— 


Film Preem What Ain’t 


Preem of Allied Artists’ 
“Bad Boy” for the benefit of 
the newly-organized New York 
Variety Club last week was 
probably the first premiere 
where the majority of the au- 
dience never saw the film. 

Event was held at the Pal- 
ace, famed erstwhile home of 
the nation’s top vaudeville. In 
keeping with that tradition, a 
live benefit show was lined up 
that started at about 8:45 p.m. 
and ran well past midnight. By 
the time the film started, a 
large part of the audience had 
lammed for bed. 








“Knock On Any Door” (Col) and 
“Blondie’s Big Deal” (Col). Me- 
dium $12,000. Last week, “Family 
Honeymoon” ‘(U) and “Blackie’s 
Chinese Adventure” (Col), modest 
$11,000. 

Strand (FA) (1.000; 45-65)—“Sta- 


tion West” (RKO) and “Disney 
Cartoon Carnival” (RKO). Neat 
$5.000. Last week, “Unfaithfully 
Yours” (20th) and “Cheated Law” 


(20th), oke $5,500. 





Kiss’ Loudest Thing In, 


Frisco, 176; ‘St. Loo’ Same 


San Francisco, March 29. | 
Balmy weather plus record base- 
ball crowds is socking business 


' generally this week. Batch of hold- 


overs also is slowing the pace. 
“South of St. Louis” only looks 
okay at Fox but “Kiss In Dark” 
will hit big figure at Paramount. 
“Lueky Stiff’ looks dim $5,000 at 


Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60- 
85)—"“‘Dear To Heart” (RKO) and 
“Gun Smugglers” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Down to $12,000. Last week, big 
$18,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—| 
“South St. Louis” (WB) and “Homi- | 
cide’ (WB). Okay $17,000 or close. 
Last week, “Canadian Pacific” 
(20th) and “High Fury” (UA) (2d 
wk), 5 days, $10,500. 

Warfield ‘(FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 


'“Bad Men of Tombstone” (Mono) 


Makers” (Mono). | 
Last week, “Sun 
(M-G) and “Act of 


and “Trouble 
Mild $13,000. 
Comes Up” 
Violence” 


(M-G), $14,000. 














| U. S. Pix Abroad 


Continued from page 3 











reasons were given, but the belief 
is that as much as “Mr. Smith” 
needled Congress, the Bulgarian 
government felt it showed too free 


|a play of democratic processes. Ex- 
|port Assn. is not exactly sure of 


the Czech objection to “Rhine.” 
“Mr. Smith” has played in Po- 
land and Czecho, “Citizen Kane” 
has played Czecho, Hungary and 
Poland, and “Rhine” has played 
through most of the Iron Curtain 
territory. In no country has there 





| 


been any effort to twist the mean-. 


ing of the pix in order to capi- 
talize on their themes for anti- 
U. S. propaganda, MPEA execs de- 
clared. Careful check of newspaper 


and public reaction is kept by the) 


| Association’s manager in each ter- 


ritory. Press evaluation, it was 
said, has been strictly on the 
merits of the films as films. 

“Mr. Smith” is claimed to have 
been particularly successful 
Czechoslovakia in enhancing Hol- 


| 


in; there may mean cricket, soccer or rugby, but not baseball. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Last-minute decision of 20th-Fox prez Spyros P. Skouras not to 
appear for his scheduled guest shot on “We, the People” last Tuesday 
night (22) reportedly resulted from a difference in opinion on what he 
was to have discussed on the show, broadcast simultaneously over CRS’ 
radio and television networks. 

Young & Rubicam ad agency, which produces the program, wanted 
the 20th chief to talk about the film business. Skouras, however, re- 
portedly answered that he is not an official spokesman for the industry 
and voiced a desire to speak about the present situation in Greece 
which country he visited recently. Since he had already discussed the 
Greek situation on a Tex McCrary-Jinx Falkenburg show the previous 
day over NBC, Y&R thought that “People” would be playing second 
run and so decided to call the whole thing off. 

Twentieth’s official explanation of the impasse was that Skouras 
lacked the time to rehearse the show. Script was not handed him until 
a day preceding the broadcast and he was tied up all day Tuesday when 
it was in rehearsal. As a result, according to 20th spokesmen, it was 
decided to postpone his appearance on the show for several weeks, unti] 
he has more time to devote to it. 





Countering complaints that newsreels are overcrammed with Florida 
publicity stunts and zoo novelties, a survey by the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America reveals that approximately one-third of the total newsree] 
coverage during 1948 was devoted to foreign news. U. S. government 
news, including coverage of the Presidential campaign, accounted for 
12.3% of the total subjects in 1948. 

Analysis, made by Taylor Mills, of MPAA’s newsreel committee, 
shows that the five major newsreels carried a total of 3,541 separate 
clips last year, as against 3,484 in 1947. Of these, sports coverage ac. 
counted for 23.1%, as against 26.2% in 1947. Remainder of the footage 
was taken up by feature material. 





Originally thought to have little or no appeal for the American mar- 
ket, the British film, “While I Live,” may now see U.'S. distribution on 
the strength of its instrumental theme, “Dream of Olwen.” Composed 
by Charles Williams, the tune became a bestseller in Britain and has 
had substantial sales in America via Mills Musie. M. J. Handel, whose 
Pallas Films is representing producer Edward Dryhurst, said in New 
York this week that he’s been pleasantly surprised by the word-of- 
mouth the composition is developing in the U. S. “Olwen,” incident. 
ally, is played in the film by pianist Lady Beecham, wife of the con- 
ductor, Sir Thomas Beecham. 





When Metro releases “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” in England 
it will have another title, “Everybody’s Cheering.” A ball game over 
Another 
Metro film, “The Barkleys of Broadway,” will have a new name in 


lywood prestige. The fact that a | Britain, where Broadway doesn’t mean what it means in the USA. 
film would dare to criticize Con-| It will be released as “The Gay Barkleys.” 


gress was taken as showing the 
fearlessness and independence of 
the industry. One newspaper even 
suggested that viewing the film be 


| 


made compulsory for members of } 


the national parliament. 

MPEA execs maintain that the 
whole rumpus over the three films 
is merely an indication of the dif- 


Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)—| ficulty of determining what's good 


St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Nick Beal” (Par) (2d wk). Still 
fancy, $13,000. Last week, $17,000. 


Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448: 55 
‘, ( ) | 
Door Col) | taken on every subject, it was said. 


| That’s the reason the MPEA has 


85)—“Knock On An 
and “Adventures allant Bess 
(EL) (2d wk). Way off at $11,000. 
Last week, great $22,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 


|the war and “Voice of America” 


'“Kiss In Dark” (WB) and “Flaxy|and what isn’t when it comes to 
| Martin” ‘WB). Big $17,000. Last | propaganda—-a difficulty that the / . 
week, “Red Stallion Rockies” (EL) | Office of War Information and Co-| the British Government materially 
sock and “Shamrock Hill” (EL), $13,500. | ordinator of Inter-American Af-|Teduce or eliminate quota restric- 


| 


| 


aeeeion 








ik sciatica 


a D.C.’s British Squaul 




















Continued from page 3 


Edward Martin of Pennsylvania,, an open door policy for American 
and Owen Brewster of Maine, fol-| pictures. 

lowed this up with a similar letter; Back of the current campaign 
but on a more general level, asking appears some well laid ground- 
Acheson “What steps have been work by MPAA. It appears to 
taken by this Government to have have been feeding the facts to the 
California delegation and to have 
helped mightily in getting the big 








fairs ran into continually during | tions which discriminate against, push under way. 


is trying to surmount currently. | 


Half-dozen different views can be 


|refused to make public the entire 


list of 100 pix it submitted to Yugo- | 


| 
j 
| 


| 


85-$1.20) — “Enchantment” (RKO) | slavia and a similar list of 100/ 
Men Tombstone” (Mono), average | S999" Nice $6,500. Last week, |titles offered to Russia under terms | 


Stagedoor (Ackerman) (370; 
$1.20-$2.40)—“‘Hamlet” (U) (20th 
wk). Academy awards boosting to 
$7,000. Last week, $5,500. 


of the deals set up by Erie John- 
ston, Motion Picture Assn. o 
America prexy, last October. Asso- 
ciation feels that once the list gets 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


in the hands of the public it will | 
have 140,000,000 amateur experts | 
on its neck telling why they think | 
each of the films is good or not 
| good for export. 











| Exhib TV Web 
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| 
| but it . likely that he would be ’ 
chosen from the roster of the So-| 
ciety of Motion Picture Engineers. Skouras Rentals 
Group plunked for tele trailers, Lomas Continued from page 5 
| claiming that experiences of exhibs | : 
‘have already indicated that they uring 1947-48 to back up the 
are a “very potent advertising claim that playing time is as im- 
force.” TOA report declares that : A ; 
the trailers should run 30 seconds, der which a picture is sold. 
| 90 seconds or any other multiple Percentage of rental to gross 
of three as “best suited to fit in boxoffice dollar last season was 
with station requirements.” Mean- 34.7. Average of entire NT Cir- 
while, committee consisting of Gael 
Sullivan, TOA exec director, and| derstood NT’s film bill last season 
Robert Coyne, director, will hud- Was about $26,000,000. 
dle with the Bell Laboratories on| Another angle on NT’s pitch to 
the adoption of phonevision for help entire industry, not just its 





films. Device permits billirx of cus- own boxoffice, is the revenue to. 


|theatres from other sources. 


_ tomers on exclusive shows. 
Skouras said theatres are in a bet- 


























Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— Hy 
“Wake Red Witch” (Rep) and | ter position to help on film rent- 
“Christopher Blake” (WB), also Rank-Kord als because of popcorn aid other 
Denver, Webber. Fine $3,000. Last a |} merchandising income. He be- 
week, “Family Honeymoon” (U) Continued from page 7 jf lieves percentage terms demanded 
and “Angel Amazon” (Rep), big ue by distribs aren't always the best 
$4.00. cuits. Deal may also take in Can- way to get the most coin. A high 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 35-74)— ada. Rank’s releasing organization | scale and fixed playing time often 


“Dear to Heart” (RKO) and “Gun 
Smugglers” (RKO). 
Last week, “Three Godfathers” 
(M-G) and “Far Into Night” (M-G), 
$16,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Last Days Pompeii’ (RKO) and 
“She” (RKO) (ryissues). 
good $9,000. Last week, “Whip- 
lash” (WB) and ‘‘Miss Mink 1949” 
(20th), about same. 


Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
“Wake Red Witch” (Rep) and 
“Christopher Blake” (WB), also 


Denver, Esquire. Tall $4,000 or 
close. Last week, “Family Honey- 
moon” ‘U) and “Angel Amazon” 
(Rep), fine $3,500. 


Nice $16,000. | 


Fairly | 


is General Film Distributors. | shows considerable less rental 
British Lion, in addition to han- than a lower percentage with play- 
| dling Korda’s own product, distrib- ing time left open, so pic can be 
utes for Republic in England and held until the maximum dollar is 
recently pacted with David O. collected. 
Selznick to release “Paradine Case” | New policy will apply to all pix 
and “Portrait of Jennie” there. BL as Skouras told his managers: “We 
will likewise distribute “Third don’t want to abuse any producer 
Man” and “Gone to Earth,” which large or small. y : 
are being produced under a Selz- treat small companies fairly. The 
| nick-Korda partnership arrange- number of independent producers 
‘ment. Films will be handled by has shrunk alarmingly. We must 
Selznick Releasing Organization in take heed of this as an indication 
this country, since the production of what can happen. They have 
arrangement provides that Selznick produced pictures and are entitled 
gets western hemisphere rights in to a square deal. We want to buy 
return for his contribution to the everybody's pictures. Don’t mis- 
| making of the pix. treat a good film.” 


industry and agricul- |, 


| 


American 
ture?” 

4. Yesterday (28), Senator Sheri- 
dan Downey (D., Calif.) also wrote 
to the Secretary of State, declar- 
ing that “I am very gravely con- 
cerned about the new 40% British 
quota on American motion pictures. 
It is unfair and discriminatory to 
a great American industry, but it 
is also in direct conflict with every- 
thing we are trying to do to pro- 
mate world recovery...I would ap- 
preciate it very much if you would 
let me know what the Depart- 











UA Sale 


Continued from page 5 =! 
ithe syndicate, It has been learned, 
is Harold Hopper, vet film man and 
former head of the film section of 
the War Production Board. 

| Fabian and Gamble, who are 
| aiming to get a syndicate of thea- 
| tre circuit operators in as partners 
_in the UA purchase, take the lack 
|of interest shown in their offer in 
‘recent weeks as justifying their 








ment of State is planning to do to 
remedy this discriminatory action.” 
5. Yesterday, Roy Brewer, of the 


| IATSE, flew into Washington to 


| 
1 
! 
i 


portant as actual percentage un-| 


place before the proper authorities 
here the information that the for- 
eign treatment of our pictures is 
hurting labor in the industry, and 


abroad to use up frozen coin, it 
means less employment for Holly- 
wood. He plans to stay here all 


| week. 


cuit was approximately 32%. Un-' 


6. Last night, there was a meet- 
ing at MPAA headquarters in 
which Motion Picture Association 
of America toppers, members of 
the California Congressional dele- 
gation, and Brewer sat in 
strategy session on how to keep 
the pot boiling. 

Attending last night’s confab 
were Eric Johnston, Brewer, Dan 
Tracy, head of the electrical work- 
ers union, and about 20 members 
of California’s Congressional dele- 
gation. Jchnston reviewed the his- 
tory of the Anglo-U. S. film prob- 
lem, while Brewer directly blamed 
the British restrictions for throw- 
ing 40% of Hollywood’s 30,000 stu- 
dio technicians out of work. Ken 
Thomson, Screen Actors Guild 


'exec, is slated to hold talks with 


It’s important we | 


the California delegation tomorrow 
(Wed.). 
For the immediate future there 


|involved. Despite the fact th 
/Chaplin holds an option on Miss 


demand for an option prior to go- 
ing ahead. They want a written op- 
tion before they line up other ex- 
hibs to join them, fearing that 
otherwise they may go to consider- 
able expense and trouble only to 
find the company sold to someone 


pointing out that every time an | else in the interim. 


American company makes a film | 


Fabian-Gamble’s New Interests 

With negotiators for Miss Pick- 
ford and Chaplin showing so little 
interest in their offer, Fabian and 
Gamble started turning their at- 
tention to setting up a new co-op 
exhib producing company that 
might well become an_ eventual 
important competitor to UA. 

All the potential buyers com- 
plained that there were too many 
negotiators on the Chaplin-Pick- 
ford side and too many ramifica- 
tions beyond the amount of — 
tha 


Pickford’s stock and theoretically 
can close a deal with an outsider 
for it, the situation is said to be 


hardly as simple as that. 


That would be an easy fait ac- 
compli were any of the potential 
buyers willing to meet the demand 
of $2,700,000 in cash to each of the 
two owners. However, no one 1s 


prepared to do that, all the deals 


being predicated on cash of $800,- 
000 or more to each of the stock- 


‘holders and notes for the rest. Ex- 


tent of Miss Pickford’s and Chap- 


are these expected developments: | lin’s participation in the affairs of 
Ellis Arnall, Society of Indepen-+UA while the notes are being paid 


dent Motion Picture Producers 
prexy, is due in here very shortly 
to buttonhole his many friends on 
Capitol Hill to win added support 
for the drive. 

Senator Knowland, and perhaps 
other members of Congress, plan 
to offer amendments to the various 
foreign aid bills lined up for ac- 


| Sir William Wiseman, 


off is one of the stumbling blocks, 


and so both her reps and Chaplin's 
must be consulted each step of the 
way. Handling the deal for her are 
of Kuhn, 
Loeb & Co., and attorney Otis 
Bradley. Representing Chaplin is 
attorney Charles Schwartz (‘& 
Frohlich) and Arthur W. Kelly, 


‘tion. These amendments will seek UA’s exec V.p. 
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‘RED STALLION" 


"RED STALLION 
In THE ROCKIES 












1948... 








‘RED STALLION 
IN THE ROCKIES 


WITH 


ARTHUR FRANZ JEAN HEATHER - JIM DAVIS - RAY COLLIN 
WALLACE FORD - LEATRICE JOY - JAMES KIRKWOO 


and RED STALLION as “DYNAMITE” 


ritten by Tom Reed 
Suggested by a Story by Francis Rosenwald 
An EAGLE LION FILMS Production 
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filed in L. A. superior court by 


20 PICTURES | RIE 
POF eeee Great Western Drive-In Corp., the | 
cperntin company. 9 3 Banks Sues RKO 
: eer f wee Fox 3 wee, - B way Burns Pix Los Angeles, March 29. 
i irman oO - r 
Clips from Ki Ow Stays. division of Government Continued from page 3 Damage suit for $670,000 was 





NEW YORK 


Paramount's series of five divi- 


treleased from hospital 


sional sales meetings May 9-25 to) 


bring its production and distribu- 
tion poo its field force. Dates 
are: New York, May 9-11; Pitts, 
May 12-14; Chicago, May 16-18; 
Kansas City, May 19-21, ( 
Angeles, May 23-25. Confabs will 
be attended by division and branch 
sales personnel plus h.o. execs. 


CHICAGO 
Buck Harris in for advance of 
“Life of Riley” skedded for Pal- 
ace. April 6. 
90th-Fox branch managers hud- 
dled with Jack Lorenz over prod- 





-uct 


Bob Hickey aiding “Joan of Arc” 
campaign at Grand. 

Midwest preem of “El Paso” set 
for the El Paso, El Paso, Ill., 300- 
seater. 

Mort Green named manager of 
Schoenstadt Crown theatre. 

Gael Sullivan, TOA exec direc- 
tor. in town for confabs with chain 
circuit heads. 

Meyer Levin, producer of two 
Israel pictures, in town raising 
funds for Palestine. 

_Avenue Theatre changed name 
to Cinema Itali and will show for- 
eign pix. 

Frank Pandolfi, assistant man- 
ager, transferred from Crawford to 
the Lake, Oak Par, under Leon- 
ard Utecht; both Essaness Circuit. 
James L. Smith has returned to 
Essaness, as assistant at Crawford. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


University of Minnesota Film 
Society scheduled seven foreign 
films for campus showings. 

North Central Allied intensify- 
ing campaign to defeat bill in state 
legislature to enable municipalities 
to enact admission tax. 

Charlie Jackson, vet Warner 
salesman, back. from a six-week 
Florida vacation. 

Gopher, Minnesota Amus. Co. 
Loop firstrun, reopened after being 
shuttered six days because of 
smoke and water damage caused 
by fire in adjoining building. 


and Los! 


Price of $30,000 reportedly paid | 


by A. S. Milgrim for 400-seat De- 

Luxe, St. Paul nabe, purchased 

from Louis Ditkoff. : 
Art Zulch, Metro office manager, 














} 


following 
successful appendectomy. ; 

This single feature town Is 
gradually becoming a _ twin bill 
situation in the neighborhood spots 
with more and more exhibitors in- 
creasing their dual offerings in an_ 
effort to offset the advantage 
recently gained by some uptown 
houses when moved up to 28-day | 
and other earlier availability. ; 

Percentage is poison to this 
territory’s independent exhibitors, 
but they’re now finding it may be 
the lesser of two evils, according 
to sentiment expressed at an iIn- 
dignation meeting called by North 
Central Allied. 


PITTSBURGH 

Arthur Levy, Col exchange man- 
ager for last 18 years, resigned to 
become a partner of Bert Stearn’s 
in Cincinnati branch of Stearn’s, 
Cooperative Theatre Service, indie 
booking combine. George Tice 
replaces Levy, with Jack Judd 
moving in off Main Line to take) 
Tice’s old post of city salesman. 

Bob Munn, who was with SRO 
until local office folded, joined 
Eagle Lion as salesman in West 
Virginia territory. 

Harold C. Cummings, formerly 
with WB circuit in Lynn, Mass. is 
new manager of Warner theatre, 
Morgantown, W. Va. 

Burt Schwartz, treasurer of 
Stanley, promoted to _ assistant | 
manager of Warners’ Greensburg | 
theatres. Circuit also put Joe 
Outly, pilot of New England, in 
charge of Shadyside, too, during 
Dave Broudy’s illness. 

Larry Tigert, who has been in 
Warners’ contact office in theatre 
department, resigned to go into in- 
surance business. 

Irvin Levinson, formerly of WB 
exchange staff, joined Film Clas- 
sics as booker; replaces Bob Green, 
resigned. 

Israel Roth, veteran exhibitor, 
resigned as Allied MPTO_ board 
member on account of poor health. 

Ralph Margolis is new student 
booker at RKO. 

John A. Reilly, 
the Metropolitan 


who managed 


house. 


DALLAS 


in Bloomfield | 
district under Dave ‘Leff, left that | 


bond drive. To kick off campaign 
in Independence, Mo., President 
Truman’s home town, and Kansas 
City. 











11-Yr. Fight 


Continued from page 7 








tant in the opinion of many indus- 
tryites, is the change in exhibition 
—primarily the reduction of clear- 
ances. 

How tremendous has been the 
relief in this regard is made high- 
ly evident to the opposing theatre 
divestiture recently filed by Loew’s. 
Distrib pointed out, in asking the 
court for leniency, that it made 
4.984 changes in clearance sched- 
ules from June, 1946, to February, 


ing. 
long-established practices and cre- 
ated plenty of upset in each situa- 
tion. 

7-Day Interims More Frequent 

Other companies, of course, have 
done the same, with the result that 
the 21-day and 28-day clearances 
under which indie exhibs used so 


| stanzas, while the Roxy booked five 
, apiece. 


In the case of the Mayfair, none 


'of its °49 pictures measured up to 
‘the staying power of “Gentleman’s 
|Agreement,” the previous year’s 


| lone first-quarter occupant. 


Long- 


lest contemporary runner was Re- 
| public’s “Wake of the Red Witch,” 
te visualize, but even more impor- | With a _ five-week stand, while 
Bag rage > |United Artists’ “My Dear Secre- 


tary” remained only a week. 
An evident shortage of suitable 


| product is pointed up by the fact 
| that so far this year the Gotham 
i has booked only one first-runner, | 


Republic’s “Angel on the Amazon,” 
and has resorted to reissues to fill 
out its playing time. On the other 


i hand, in *48 the same house first- 


/runned five films. 


Palace also has 


|leaned heavily toward oldies while 
1948. to “further equitable licens- | 


These were easements of | 


'emanated from 


commonly to live, have all but | 
faded. Seven-day interims are 
much more frequent now, which | 


has made the first-run fight harder | 


for its money, 
distribs greatef rentals, since they 
have naturally been justified in 
asking better terms with shorter 
clearances. 

Competitive bidding, which came 
with the New York statutory court 
decision at the end of 1946, also 
has had a tremendous effect on the 
exhibition picture. It has made 
every theatre a potential first-run 
All the exhib has to do, if he is 
hardy enough and it makes sense 
in his situation, is to demand the 
right to bid for product on what- 
ever run he desires. Although far 
from being universally used, bid- 


and has also given | 


the Strand even revived a brace 
this year. 


20th’s Drive ; 


Continued from page 


among exhib members. The blasts 
the Independent 
Theatre Owners Assn., New Jer- 
sey Allied, Rocky Mountain Allied, 
Independent Exhibitors of Boston 
and Allied of Indiana. 

Jersey group slugged the project 
as “arbitrary, unrealistic and un- 
fair to independent exhibitors.” It 
went on to say: “The receipts at 
the boxoffices of the independent 
theatres have decreased to figures 
that "leave a small profit and any 














'increase in picture rentals would 


absorb this profit.” The Jerseyites 
saw 20th destroying its goodwill 
by the move. 

The Boston group suggested that 
20th “might consider throwing in 


| 20th’s video profits to help fill the 
|apparently now empty pot.” I 


| went on to crack: 


| Polan Banks Productions, charg- 


ing RKO with breach of a produc- 
tion-distribution contract involy- 
ing ‘Carriage Entrance.” 

Plaintiff asks $170,000 for pre- 
production work on the script and 
$500,000 in anticipated profits. 


Rubin Thinks 


Continued from page 7 —!' 











_percentage of their theatre hold- 


| State, White Plains, N. Y. 
@rooklyn, N. Y. 


ings.” 

Paramount’s case was different, 
Rubin continued, “because it owns 
an enormous: number of theatres 
in partnership with independent 
exhibitors and stood a chance of 
losing them.” He flatly added: “We 
are not in that position.” As for 
RKO, Metroite said the company 
was not forced to make a deal 
“but might have gone on as we 
are.” Rubin then noted that How- 
ard Hughes, new controlling stock- 
holder, was not interested in op- 
erating theatres “as evidenced by 
the option which he gave Atlas 
Corp. when buying the company.” 

Rubin disclosed that Metro has 
entered a stipulation with the Gov- 
ernment disposing of the com- 
pany’s relatively few partnership 
houses. Four houses will be re- 
tained on a partnership basis be- 
cause the pards have been ruled 
investors. Five will be disposed 
of. Four of these were not oper- 
ated by the company. Eight others 
(shared with United Artists cir- 
cuit) will be divided. 

It is understood that the four 
partnership houses which Loew’s 
will continue to operate are the 
(Judge 
partner); Gates, 
(Charles Jaffa); 
Esquire and Vglentine, Toledo 
(Freedman & Feibelman). Loew’s 


C. Sulzberger, 


“Smith, in con-/| Capitol, Broadway showcase shared 


| clusion remarked that if exhibitors | with Messmore Kendall, will also 
went along with the proposals | pe retained. . 


ding’s very existence as a potential 


has been highly important. And 
its practical effect has been to 


greatly increase the number of ac- | 


tual first-run situations. 
Eleven-year battle by the Gov- 


| ernment has also kept the affiliat- 


|ed circuits from expansion and, in 
recent years,*. has considerably 


| shrunken them: by making them 


Forrest Thompson, manager of | get rid of partnerships and pools. 


Majestic since his 
Army service, new 
Melba and Tower. 


manager of 
James Allard, 


who held Melba and Tower posts, | 


goes to Palace. Henry Long, Pal- 
ace manager since back from the 
service, becomes Majestic skipper. 


return from) In the case of Paramount-and RKO 


| there has been complete divorce- 
ment, and it is expected that other 
companies will make similar de- 
crees eventually. This has result- 


| 





made, all the problems and ills of 


Eight houses now partnered with 











|our industry would disappear | tnited Artists circuit which will 
oa bg er mr aa hib- be split are the Century, Parkway 
prewaty aning § e€XNID-| and Valencia, Baltimore; Broad 
_In more moderate language, In- | aoe ys an ugar he ong 
diana outfit classed the proposal | 7 juisville : apes 
as “not new—not equitable.” After | z 

poking jabs at the scheme, it} 

wound up by declaring: “Without | 

further clarification we don’t quite | More UA Prod 
subscribe to this as an equitable 
plan where the film company is as- |L=——_—= Comtinued from page 4 — 


{ 


sured that they will get their in-| 
vestment back unless the exhivitor 


‘al in 0 comiiaes chain fer the | is also guaranteed that he will not 














A&P Stores heir, in the next three 
years, according to Edward Nas- 
sour, who is now in New York. 








| Robert O’Donnell named new| indie exhib. Combined with bid- 

/manager of Sunset, Interstate| ding, it gives him a much greater 

‘house in San Antonio, with Floyd | opportunity to start in business and 

Hill succeeding him as assistant| has taken much pressure off him 

'; manager at downtown Aztec. to sell or lease to a major or to 
The Allied Theatre Owners of | throw his house into a pool. 

| Texas will hold its annual confab| Thus, the more exhibs there are, 


New York Theatres 















verragINGRID “Silene 


| here at the Adolphus hotel June 1. | the more competition and the high- 
Meeting will be preceded May 30- er the rentals paid—which, in the 
31 with a confab honoring Col. H. Jong run, most film men agree, is 


eth slr long service to the | a jot healthier than a great concen- 
- tration of buying power in the 
Tiny Texas border town of Za- hands of a few affiliated circuits. 


|pata is facing a problem of mov-| , 
ing, lock, stock and barrel to a new | The constant policing of the in- 


r ‘dustry by the D. of J. and the 
 emaketetinn al the Felten Dan | knowledge of indie exhibs that 
‘which when completed would inun- they have had the Government on 


date about five towns 


A VICTOR FLEMING PRODUCTION 
COLOR BY TECHNICOLOR + CAST OF THOUSANDS 
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ROADWAY & 46th ST 


21st WEEK | Mapai 


and one on the Mexican side of 


of more or less intangible effects. 


hereabouts their side has also had hundreds | 





} 
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show a loss on the engagement.” 

Brandt charged Lichtman with 
a “rule or ruin policy.” The org 
condemned 20th for “unconscion- 
able, arbitrary and unfair pricing 
of films” and tagged the whole 
procedure as “one-sided.” The 
Brandt manifesto wound up with 
the declaration that 


but he will never be able to sell 
it to the grass roots of exhibition.” 

In a full-page ad in yesterday's 
(Tues.) tradepapers, Brandt’s Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners Assn. an- 
nounced that its members would 
not attend the meeting set by 20th 
with N. Y. exhibs Friday (1). 

As for the other distribs, they 


“Lichtman | 
sold Skouras a bill of goods here | 





DAVID 0. SELZNICK Presents 


“Portrait of Jennie” 


Starring 
Jennifer Joseph Ethel 
JONES COTTEN BARKY MORE 


Directed by WILLIAM DIETERLE 


A | Vv re) 4 | Broadway and 








49th Street 





RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 

“LITTLE WOMEN" 
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June ALLYSON - Peter LAWFORD 
Margaret O'BRIEN - Elizabeth TAYLOR 
Janet LEIGH - Rossano BRAZZI-Mary ASTOR 
A MERVIN LeROY PRODUCTION 
Color by TECHNICOLOR 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 


_— 





Loretta YOUNG - Van JOHNSON 


‘MOTHER IS A FRESHMAN’ 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Technicolor 
ON VARIETY STAGE 


PHIL BAKER © CAB CALLOWAY 
BIG ICE REVUE 
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Dick FORAM 
DARAMOUNT 


MIOMIGHT reatuee 
wont 


the Rio Grande. 
zales is Chamber of Commerce 
manager as well as owner of the 
town’s social center, which con- 
sists of the 250-seat Rex theatre, a 
cafe and town hall. 


BUFFALO 
Joseph Miller, former upstate 
sales chief for Film Classics, re- 
signed to become’ independent 
state rights distrib. Miller was Co- 





-lumbia and Eagle Lion Albany and 


“Portrait of Jennie” 


Buffalo branch manager for 15 
years. 

James L. Winn, head of the 
United Artists exchange, trans- 
ferred to the company’s Boston 
branch, replacing John J. Dervin, 
resigned. David Leff, formerly 
New Haven’ branch’ manager, 
moves to Buffalo while Ray Wiley 
takes over in N. H. 





KANSAS CITY | 


Don Walker, former exploiteer. 
for Warners, joined SRO to handle 
in midwest 
territory. 

Howard Burkhardt, Loew’s Mid- 


_land manager, goes to New York 


| April 


il 15 and to his home near 
Baltimore. While east he will 
confer re vaudeville; expects to be 
ready for first stageshows in over 
a decade on his return. 

New drive-in theatre in Liberal. 
Kans., is expected to open April 17. 


according to Ben Adams, who heads 


Humberto Gon- it has changed a whole bevy of | are just as intent as 20th to boost | 


trade practices. Overall result, returns. Whether their tactics will | 
however, it’s stressed, has been to take the form of outright hiking | 
increase competition. And the) Of rentals is still dubious. Metro, | 
surprising thing is that the distrib- | for instance, determined on a 
utors, who at one time or another course for bigger distrib profits 
opposed most of the changes, are | at its recent Coast meeting. Para-| 
among the first to agree that the re- mount’s newly-tapped sales chief, | 


| sults from their own, as well as an Alfred W. Schwalberg, also is seek-| 


industrywide standpoint, have been ing a formula for higher returns. 
favorable. In Metro's case, it is understood 


sales execs and staffers have been 
20th Settlement 


told to insist on a fair return on 
Continued from page 5 











pix and to fight any exhib at- 
|tempt to pass the risks solely to 
the company. Metroites will take 
<= | a tougher attitude towards exhib 
proposed settlement as inadequate. | arguments that they must first ob- 
This objection, the jurist ruled,| tain an insured 6% return on in- 
was “practically infinitesimal” in| vested capital plus a recoupment | 
view of the fact that 20th’s out-| of all house expenses before the | 
standing stock exceeded 2,500,000 | distrib takes his cut. William F. 
shares distributed over some 27,-| Rodgers, M-G’s distrib veepee, has 
000 stockholders. |instructed his men to battle the 

Referee Demov’s_ report was | return-of-capital-investment theory. | 
praised by Justice Pecora as a Paramount is on a drive to end 
“masterly” one which has evoked what it regards as “loose selling.” 
‘“laudations” from all attorneys; This has taken the form of book- 
involved. Court also noted that ing pix three days where they 
the recommendations of the referee | should be grooved for five: playing | 
may be summarized in the con-| strong films in the middle of the 
cluding words of his report which | week instead of over the lucrative 
stated: “I have the firm conviction | weekends; booking flats where per- 
that the terms of the offer of settle- | centages should be demanded, and | 











ment are inherently fair and rea- other practices now tagged ver- |, 


sonable under the circumstances, boten. Schwalberg is convinced | 
and I, therefore recommend that | that Par’s take can be upped sub- | 


the proposed settlement be ap- | stantial] aol 
proved.” p- | Stantially in a campaign taking | 


'form this year. 4 


| Under the setup, Nassour ex- 
| plained, the Nassours and Hartford 
are each committed to match dol- 
lar for dollar, up to a combined 
total of $5,000,000, coin needed for 
production by a unit they are es- 
tablishing. The $5,000,000 is in the 
‘nature of a revolving fund, but 
Nassour said he thought it unlikely 
that that much money would all! be 
out at the same time. The fund will 
be used to: provide second money 
and guarantees, with banks called 
on, as usual in indie production, 
for initial financing. 

The $5,000,000 fund grew out of 
‘difficulties UA has had in financing 
indie producers. It was originally 
to be a source for any indie who 
could get together a package to be 
made at the Nassour Studios for 
UA release, but now the Nassours 
and Hartford will do all their own 
producing. 


Rep-EL See Red 


Continued from page 3 
has received no answer to its ulti- 
matum. 

The fracas stems from the fact 
that Rep made a black-and-white 
series of the films some years ago 
and recently advertised their reis- 
suance. Several years back, Stephen 
Slesinger, owner of the “Ryder” 
character, switched to Harry 
Thomas’ Equity Pictures which re- 
leases through EL. 

Equity has completed the first 
three of a series of four, one of 
which, “Ride, Ryder, Ride” is now 
in release. An additional four are 
oueg up under a newly-pacted 

eal. 
———_—_——_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_ 
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Thanks to the newsreel editor... 
the world passes in review 


ACROSS his “front pages,” before 
the eyes of movie-goers on Main 
Streets everywhere, the world passes 
jn review. There, North meets South, 
East meets West through the special- 
ized efforts of the newsreel editor. 

He sifts the facts and foibles of the 
world... presents in one short reel 
the significant, the human, and the 
odd—news that helps the world to 
know itself better. 


To his objectivity ... his sense of 
the newsworthy .. . his feeling for 
concise and graphic storytelling... 
the newsreel owes its unique place 
in American journalism. 

Yet the newsreel editor would be 


the first to give due credit to his staff | 


of cameramen... and to the family of 
Eastman motion picture films which 
help them cover the news—and help 
him present it so effectively. 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 


ROCHESTER 4, N. Y. 


J. E. BRULATOUR, INC., DISTRIBUTORS 
FORT LEE » CHICAGO + HOLLYWOOD 
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P&G 


Cancellation 


Drops ‘Riley’ in Surprise 


to Save $1,000,000 





In probably the most surprising+ 
cancellation of the season, Procter 
& Gamble this week served notice 
on Benton & Bowles, agency on the 
Prell account, that it was dropping 
the Friday night NBC “Life of 
Riley” and also checking out of 
the half-hour time slot. “Riley” is 
a $13,000 a week package and can- 
cellation represents a total annual 
time-talent Sadeetary cut of about 
$1,000,000. ; 

P & G pointed out that it was 
strictly one of those “we regret” | 
situations forced on the company | 
by a budget problem involving the 
Prell product. Also that if Prell 
could have split the show’s cost 
with another P & G account (Aas 1s 
frequently done by General Foods 
and other top advertisers), it would 
remain on. However, no other 
P & G account was in a position 
to pick up the tab, so the show 
fades from P & G sponsorship 
auspices at the end of the season. 

In view of “Riley’s” consistent 
Hooper pull (it now has a 12.7 but 
more frequently commands a 16 or 
18), indications are that the Irving 
Brecher package, which stars Wil- 
liam Bendix, will be grabbed up. 
B & B agency, anxious to retain the | 
property, immediately pitched it | 
up to General Foods, but latter is | 
confronted. with the same problem | 
as P & G. 

Oddity to the cancellation an- 





Ruppel Appointment 
As Collier’s Editor 
Seen ‘Break’ for Radio 


Louis Ruppel has resigned as di- 
rector of the Clear Channel 
Broadcasting Service to become 
editor of Collier's magazine, as 
successor to Walter Davenport. 


Appointment of Ruppel, who was} CHARLES ROBERTS 


formerly director of CBS press, is | 


| regarded as a “break” for the evil announcers, writers, production and 
dio fraternity in view of Ruppel’s talent people, Charles Roberts has 
background in broadcasting and | made listening to KLZ an ever more : 
medium. | popular habit in the Rocky Moun- | Heidt moves back to that time seg- 


among radio | tain region. 


partiality toward the 
(Frequent squawk 
press boys is that crashing the top | 
mags is still a tough proposition). | 
When Ruppel checked out of the | 
CBS operation a few years back | 
he went with the Crowell-Collier | 
organization in an exec capacity, 
but has since been identified with 
several other enterprises. 
Davenport returns to his forte, 
Washington coverage for Collier’s. 








Allen's ‘Godfather’ 


Routine Makes 








NBC’s Unique Switch On 
Quizzer Will Find TV’er 
Disked for AM Playback 


NBC is planning a_ unique 
switch on its “Who Said That?” 
quiz program, which is heard both 
AM and TV. The tele version is 
picking up a sponsor, Crosley Ra- 








KLZ Program Director 





dio, starting April 9, and moves 
from Sunday at 10:30 p.m. to the 
Saturday night at 9 period. 
Radio version loses its Sunday 
10:30 time April 24 when Horace 


With his carefully chosen staff of 





ment. . It will lay off a couple 
KLZ, Denver. | weeks, but when it returns to the 
air a two-way simulcast won’t be 

(BS’ p hI possible, because Saturday night 
participants in two separate per- 

|formances, NBC now plans to 

i ummer § | transcribe the video version and 

| Play it back for the AM audience. 


at 9 is occupied by Lucky Strike 
As it shapes up now, CBS will | 








Hit Parade. 
Rather than involve the show’s 











ABC Web to Probe 
Sales Lag on Okay 


nouncement is the fact that P & G 


in recent weeks has been pouring 
considerable promotion coin into 
the new Universal pic based on the 
“Riley” radio show. 


WNYC to Seek 





Fulltime Status’ 


WNYC, New York’s municipal 
station, will file an application for | 
fulltime broadcasting, it was re- 
vealed by Seymour Seigel, City Ra-| 
dio Director, after the FCC 


granted the non-commercial outlet | 


a six-month authorization for night- 
time operation, good until Sept. 
2, 1949. 

The station had been griping be- 
cause its last special service au- 


thorization had been for only 30) 
days, as a result of a protest by | 


Wcco, CBS affiliate in Minne- 
apolis. Previously WNYC had been 
given a six-month extension. 
son for the FCC’s making it a half- 


year authorization instead of 30) 


days was a strong pitch by Frieda 


Hennock, the commission’s first 
distaff member, who hails from 
New York. 


Seigel will apply for fulltime op- 
eration, he explained, to settle for 
good the fact that WNYC doesn’t 
interfere with WCCO. 


Hicks Checking Off ABC To 
Join NBC News Division 


In ‘Theatre Guild’ Switch 


George Hicks has decided to' 
check out of the ABC organization | 
and join the NBC news division. 
Hicks’ switchover is the result of 
the U. S. Steel “Theatre Guild of | 
the Air’ dramatic show moving | 
from ABC to NBC. Hicks has been | 
doing the commercials on the 





Rea- | 


Rated Sustainer 


} 
| 
| 
| 


ABC program toppers are go- 
ing to study all sustaining pro- 
grams in a new program reshuffle. 
Feeling is that several shows which 
| have chalked up good ratings have 
| been on the web for some time, 
| without picking up sponsors, and 
| the net wants to know why. 


Typical of the airers coming up 
for examination are the “Amazing 
Mr. Malone,” which has averaged 
a 9 rating, and “Famous Jury 
Trials,” which has hovered around 
7. J. Donald Wilson, program 
veepee, points out that the stanzas 
are relatively inexpensive and cost 
less than many sponsored shows on 
|other webs which have only half 
the audience. “Mr. Malone,”’ it’s re- 
ported, will be dropped. 


Wilson is prepping clinics with 


and program heads to find reasons 
why the shows haven’t sold. “If 
advertisers stress listeners-per-dol- 
‘lar figures,’’ Wilson says, 
shows are delivering. And if they 
| won't pick up the tab on these, 
maybe we'd better develop new 
| Shows which will attract bankroll- 
;ers as well as listeners.” 
| One new show being inserted by 
/ABC is a broadly-played situation 
|comedy featuring film actor Jack 
| Kirkwood and his wife. The Kirk- 
_at 11:15 a.m., are dropping the 
/morning strip for the half-hour slot 
|being vacated by the Meredith 
, Willson show on Wednesdays at 
' 10:30 p.m. Starting April 6, Kirk- 
woods will have eight to 10 weeks 
until the summer hiatus to show- 
case the new program. 

In the evening lineup, ABC is 
aiming at establishing Saturday as 


a whodunit harvest with “Pat No-| 


vak for Hire” definitely moving 


over from Sunday to back “Little | 
Herman.” On the Coast, auditions | 


for situation comedy stanzas are 


6 ’ : 
ters eom cen 0,0 new “Steeple: Stations 


| 


| 


:(Campbell Soup’s “Club 15,” and 


Schedule is subject to change, 
with final returns not due for some 
weeks yet, but this is the picture 
as of the moment: 

The three quarter-hour, 
the-board early evening 


cross- | 
shows | 


the brace of Procter & Gamble 
shows, “Beulah” and Jack Smith- 
Dinah Shore) are scheduled to give 


- Gain Impetus As 


Baptists Join In 


Washington, March 29. 





up the time during the hot weather 
period, as they did last year. 
Monday night, Lipton Tea’s 
“Talent Scouts” and the full hour 
“Lux Radio Theatre” go off, ac- 
counting for three additional fill- 
in shows. Whether or not Lever 
Bros. takes a hiatus on “My Friend 
Irma” is still undetermined. 


| Prompt action on the question of 
'opening the FM educational band 
|for 10-watt church radio stations 
was asked yesterday (Mon.) by 
the Southern Baptist Convention of 
| Texas in a letter to FCC Chairman 
| Wayne Coy. The organization said 
ithat since it filed its petition last 
|month several hundred more 


Sales, promotion, station relations | 


“these | 


| 
| 


woods, now heard cross-the-board | 


‘four sons, will make his CBS de- 


Thursday night, P & G’s “FBI ' churches have taken an active in- 
/in Peace and War” is slated to|terest in establishing ‘‘steeple” 
take a hiatus. Auto-Lite’s “Sus- | stations. 
pense” is still in the aaa Leonard Marks, counsel for the 
columns. | Baptists, advised the commission 

The two General Foods’ Friday |that authorization to permit the 
shows, Jack Carson and “My Favor-| low power outlets “will act as a 
ite Husband,” will exit for the | tremendous stimulant to the sale 
summer, with probability of GF | of FM receivers” which will bene- 
dropping Carson for good. Ford | fit all FM broadcasters, commercial | 


set up in connection with both the 
back-to-back Fred Allen and Henry 
Morgan Sunday night shows on 
NBC to effect an integration of tal. 
ent. It adds up to one of the most 
effective “stay tuned” techniques 
evolved by the network since the 
CBS star raiding made NBC “auygqj. 
ence conscious.” 

Allen’s device of having his guest 
stars finish their routines on the 
Morgan program, which immedi. 
ately follows, occurred for the SEC 
ond consecutive week last Sunday 
(27), when Hildegarde did half her 
song number for the Allen listeners 
and then reprised the entire turn 
when she accompanied Allen over tg 
the Morgan show. Similar situation 
occurred the preceding week when 
Victor Moore was Allen's guest, 
both of them carrying over into the 
Morgan stanza, all, of course, at. 
tended by the proper announcer 
fanfare to “stay tuned to Morgan,” 

Morgan show is sustaining, but 
like the Allen program, it’s a Wil. 
liam Morris package, with the lat. 
ter agency working out the fee for 
the two-show guesting as a “pack. 
age” arrangement. 

Allen has been identified as a 
|sort of “godfather” of the Morgan 
|show and has guested on the show 


| since its preem three weeks ago, 


4 Webs Set Up 
DST ‘Format 


All four webs have readied plans 
for Daylight Saving Time opera- 
tions which will get under way 
April 24. Duplicate lines and 
extensive recording facilities will 
| be required, so that both Daylight 


| and Standard Time stations will 
ibe able to carry shows in their 
|regular slots without reshuffling 
| schedules. 

ABC, which Initiated the system 
| in 1946, will use special lines to 


| feed broadcasts live to DST affili- 











also plans to relinquish its Friday | 
time during the summer. 

As for the Sunday roster, only 
Colgate, which sponsors “Our Miss 
Brooks,” looks set to take a) 
hiatus. 

Many other sponsors, of course, | 
are dropping their regular shows | 
for the summer months, but are. 
retaming the time for lower-bud- 
geted replacements. 


Crosby’s CBS Debut 
In Baseball Show 


Bing Crosby, together with his 





but April 17 in a special hour-long 
one-shot show bankrolled by Gen- 
eral Mills to herald the start of | 
the baseball season. Crosby family 





and non-commercial. He submitted 


a resolution of the FM Assn. favor- | 


ing a revision of FCC rules to al- 
low the 10-watters in the interest 
of FM development. 

Marks emphasized that the Bap- 


set aside for any one religious 
denomination but for “any reli- 
gious group” which the commission 
believes qualified to operate a ra- 
dio facility. He said that no en- 
gineering problems are raised by 
the petition and that the determin- 
ing factor “would appear to be a 
policy question of whether re- 
ligious institutions shall be per- 
mitted to operate FM broadcast 
stations on the educational band. 
Dr. Alton Reed, director of the 
Texas Baptists Radio Department, 
has estimated that approximately 
2,000 low power stations would be 
established by various religious 


will headline a list of sports and | 8roups, FCC permitting. 
film celebs on the program, which : 


im cel | 
| ited "Welcome Back, Baseball.” SALARY SNARL KEEPING 
rosby, who is part owner 0 e BRICE FROM AIR RETURN 


Pittsburgh Pirates, will emcee the 
Although she has been missing 





presentation, which will be aired 


“Guild” and his ABC affiliation, it 


6 understesd, would have pre- | Peing cut with Donald O’Connor 


vented his continuance on the 
sponsored airer, for which he’s 
getiing $500 a week. 

Hicks was originally with NBC. 
It’s recalled that back in 1935 he 
was sent with the National Geo- 
— Society to the Canton 
slands in the Pacifie to describe 
an eclipse of the sun. Trip took a 
total of six months. What came 
out of it was a 15-minute program, 
but network vets still recall Hicks’ 
job as one of the news highlights 
of that year. 


Burnett Gets Pillsbury 


Chicago, March 29. 

Leo Burnett agency replaces 
McCann-Erickson May 3 on Pills- 
bury account for Best Sno-Sheen 
cake flour and pancake mix. Move 
Cc Burnett full handling of 

ilisbury products. 

Agency spokesman doesn’t anti- 
cipate any changes in client's 
schedules until next year due to 
present commitments. 





and Mickey Rooney, 





two days before the official open- 
ing of the 1949 season. Agency for 
GM is Knox Reeves. 








With promise of expanding FM 
/set output now that the AM mar- 
_ket has become saturated, the FM 
'Assn. holds its first sales clinic 


‘in New York Friday (1) with an 
|expected attendance ef 150 to 200 


FM Preps Map to ‘Sell’ Clinic On 
Potential Audience of 100 Million 





Life.” A preview of the map given 
here showed that 90% of the east-| 
ern half of the country is served | 
by at least one FM station and 


_that 13 states west of the Mississip- | 


pi are largely covered. 
Also on the agenda for the clinic, 


station, agency, factory, and serv- to be held at the Commodore hotel, | 


ice executives. 
| To attract advertisers to the 720 


are Edgar Kobak, Mutual prez; 


\from the airlanes for two years, 
Fannie Brice’s return next season 
is not in the cards, it is claimed, 
although General Foods was re- 
ported kicking around the ,idea of 
bringing back her “Baby Snooks” 
characterization. 

Chief stumbling block is the 
comedienne’s refusal to shave her 
price. When last spotlighted by 
General Foods, she was drawing 
$6,000 as her own personal take. 
She wants the same coin. 


Conti to Skip Usual 
MBS Summer Hiatus 


Conti Shampoo, which usually 
takes a 13-week summer hiatus, ex- 





Linnea Nelson, chief time buyer pects to remain on Mutual this 


|}ates. Tape recorders in Chi and 
| Hollywood will record shows for 
| rebroadcast one hour later to out- 
| lets on ST, according to Ernest Lee 
Jahncke, station relations v.p. 

At Mutual, 1,000 additional miles 


tists do not want FM frequencies | of lines will be used to service sta» 


| tions on ST, with programs bein 
taped in New York and Denver fo 
rebroadcast after an hour. Earl 
M. Johnson, MBS station relation$ 
and engineering topper, said that 
the plan means “operating as virtu- 
ally four networks” and will be one 
of the subjects on the agenda of 
the net’s affiliates meeting in Chi, 
April 10. 

CBS is setting up duplicate lines, 
one set for stations in the eastern 
and central time zones and a sep 
arate network feeding out of Chis 
cago to all stations operating on 
ST. William A. Schudt, Jr., sta 
tion relations director, pointed out 
that the recording-rebroadcast plan 
is a continuation of the DST serve 
ice launched’ last year. Before 
1948, stations operating on 8T 
moved up their schedules to con 
form to DST skeds. 

According to Easton C. Woolley, 
director of NBC’s stations depart- 
ment, the senior web will tape 
shows in Chi for rebroadcast to 
affiliates on ST, using additional 
lines, 


ABC to Keep Up With The 
Joneses (Irene Hervey) 
From Abroad Via Tape 


Allan Jones and Irene Hervey, 
who sailed for Europe last wee 
took along a recorder on whioh 
they'll tape a “Mr. and Mr 
Abroad” series for ABC. Tapé 
which will be flown back to the 
U. S., will be used to build a 16 
minute cross-the-board airer whi¢ 
the web hopes td co-op. 

The singer-actress team, accom 





FM stations now operating, the for J. Walter Thompson; Ted Lei- 


association will unfold a new cov- tzell, publie relations director for | 


erage map showing a potential au- 
dience of 100 million people. The lard Faught, Faught Co. prexy. 

map has been prepared by Everett; The largest display of FM re- 
L. Dillard, prexy of the Continen- ceivers ever shown is expected to 
tal FM Network, who will address, be on exhibition for the one-day 


Zenith Radio Corp.; and Dr. Mil- 


ham as hostess. 
|currently heard on the program 


year. 
“Yours for a Song,” Friday night 


30-minute musical airer, will be 
replaced by a 15-minute Sunday 


eve show featuring Sheilah Gra- 
Miss Graham is 


,the clinic on “The FM Facts of. session. 





; with a Hollywood chatter segment. 


panied by a writer and a producef, 
will interview celebs, take theif 
recorder to international parley$ 
and describe tourist haunts. After 


the Joneses return from the coh 
tinent, they'll continue the sttP 
from Hollywood. Tentative title 
“Keeping Up With the Joneses. 





——————rt 


| 


Effective Morgan Stay Tuned’ Hypo 


* Unique arrangement has been 
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Godfrey Paley's Bad Boy? 


There has been plenty of tension around CBS these past few days 
over a “situation” involving board chairman William S. Paley and 
Arthur Godfrey, better known as the network’s “$6,000,000 billings 


baby.” 


Godfrey, some say around the network, is fast acquiring the 
appellation of “CBS’ Problem Child,” for a variety of reasons. The 
network, it’s claimed, has frequently been brought to account for 
some of the off-color material Godfrey has been using, particularly 
on his brace of nighttime television shows for Lipton Tea and Ches- 
terfield. _Also, because he refuses to move his Wednesday night 


video program for Chesterfield 


out of the 8 to 9 slot, although 


Columbia chieftains have agreed to the switch, CBS stands to lose 


the new one-hour Buick show. 


The blowoff, however, came last week, when Paley reportedly 
blew his top over some of Godfrey’s kidding-on-the-square cracks 


directed at the board chairman 


on the Chesterfield TV’ program. 


The fact that Godfrey gave it another whirl the following day on 
his morning Chesterfield AM show didn’t particularly help salve 


matters, either. 


In an interview with the N. Y. Herald Tribune’s John Crosby 
last week, Paley was quoted as criticizing Godfrey’s 60-minute 


Chesterfield videocast for its lack of movement. 


Taking his cue 


from that and the fact that the Crosby article billed Paley, in effect, 
as being the Columbia Broadcasting System, Godfrey lit in on his 
TV and AM shows with some banter directed strictly at the Boss 
Man as he read from the Crosby piece. 


The Godfrey crack on the TV 
Mr. Paley?” 


show, “Is this movement enough, 


anent some stage business; the inflection attending 


his quoting of the reference to Paley as “being the Columbia Broad- 


’ 


casting System,” and his byplay 


on bypassing vice-presidents, now 


that he can kid around with the chairman of the board, all con- 


tributed, it is said, toward Paley 


getting a ‘mad on.” 


Report is that Godfrey wasn’t any too happy to the reference 


giving Paley sole billing as Mr. 


CBS, in view of the $6,000,000 in 


annual billings Godfrey brings in to the web’s coffers through his 
multiple bankrollers both daytime and nighttime on TV and AM. 


Prior to the Paley acquisition of 


Jack Benny, Amos ’n’ Andy, Bing 


Crosby, Edgar Bergen, et al., Godfrey’s was the web's top person- 
ality, frequently labelled “Mr. Columbia.” 
Sentiment was divided as to whether Paley himself was respon- 


sible 


for the Godfrey on-the-air comebacks, 


some taking the 


position that the board chairman should not have used the public 
prints to criticize one of his prize possessions, particularly in the 


case of a sponsored show. 


Others maintain that it was equally 


in bad taste for Godfrey to utilize Chesterfield time to involve 
himself in a clash of personalities, no matter how much kidding 


appeared to be on the surface. 


The fact that Godfrey’s Wednesday TV show has slipped from a 
60 rating to its present 41, representing a loss of a third of his 
audience, is also reported as one of the disturbing elements, at- 
tributed to the show’s qualitative slough off. 











O&H Status Up In 
Air Despite Move 


Status of “Ozzie and Harriet’s” 
eontinued sponsorship by Interna- 
tional Silver next season appears 
to be up in the air. This is despite 
the fact that the show is moving 
into one of the .enviable slots in 
radio starting next week, when it 
becomes’ bracketed with Jack 
Benny on CBS. 

All depends on whether the cur- 
rent bankroller agrees to new 


| NBC's ‘Brooklyn Tree’ 


A new half-hour dramatic series, 
based on Betty Smith’s novel, “A 
Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” has been 
packaged by NBC. Star of the 
show is James Dunn, who starred 
in the film version. 


|veepee Ken Dyke 


Pepsi's Steele 


Audition disk will be cut in New 


| York Friday (1), with Jack Kuney 
directing. 


20G Rebate Seen 
- Reason for NBC 





_Steele’s intimates. 


UPPER ECHELON 
AEVAMP. SEEN 


The past week has seen a notice- 





able upbeat in tension around 
NBC headquarters in New York. 
Some of the network executives 
have been alerted to the fact that 
“something is in the wind” in the 
way of an upper echelon revamp, 
and in authoritative quarters it’s re- 
ported that the blowoff has been 
timed to coincide with the annual 


meeting of stockholders of the Ra- 
dio Corp. of America the first 
week in May. 


From an authoritative source 
comes the report that the initial 


announcements of an 


“elaborate | 


BC ALERTED TO ‘BLOWO 





FF 





Wholesale Flock of Axings Due At 
Season's Close; GF’s Swing Widest 











What Fifth Network! 


| Chicago, March 29. 

Much talked-of “Fifth Network” 
is a myth as far as its two alleged 
promoters are concerned. 

Reports had George Roesler, of 
Radio America, as promoter in lin- 
'ing up over 100 stations for a net- 
work to tee off this fall. Glenn 
Snyder, WLS, was slated as the 
|net’s prexy. Both Roesler and 
| Snyder gave unqualified denials to 
| the reports. 

Roesler said he is “not working 


on such a project and knows noth- | 


ing of any network being formed.” 
Trade reaction was one of scof- 


reorganization” within the NBC ad-| fing until the rumors got into print. 


ministrative setup will come im- | 


mediately preceding the stockhold- 
ers meeting. NBC execs are in- 
clined to be mum on the subject, 
despite all the prevailing tensions | 
and uncertainties. Some are will- | 
ing to concede that “something is 
about to pop.” 
Just what the 
ganization’” entails is cueing plenty 
of speculation and guess work 
around the network. One thing ap- 
pears certain—that the entire NBC 
programming organizational setup | 
is due for a drastic revamp. But | 
how it will effect administrative | 
isn’t being! 


“elaborate reor- | 


tipped by anyone. 

It is expected, too, that the 
changes will involve transfers of | 
execs from one city to another, but 
here again the disclosure of the 
personalities it will affect is being 
kept under strict wraps. 

The pending repercussions were 
considered inevitable in the wake 
of the CBS vs. NBC struggle for | 
supremacy in recent months, fol- 
lowing Columbia’s bid for premin- | 
ence and raiding of NBC top talent. 





Hits the Spot 


Switchover of Al Steele (ex- | 
CBS, ex-D’Arcy agency) from Coca- 
Cola Co. to Walter S. Mack’s rival | 
Pepsi-Cola operation has created | 
some mild excitement in radio ad- 
vertising quarters and among | 


| 
| 


Steele resigned as veepee ins 


| is reported exiting the.show at the 


Even then, with instability of net- 
work operation and present inroads 


'of television into radio budgets, it 
/was agreed that now is definitely 


not the time to start another net- 
work. 





Markel, K&E 


Face Parting 


Of h W | Favorite Husband,” 
t e ay | Meredith Willson’s 


| 


| 


Fletcher Markei, who has been | 
drawing down $1,250 a week as di- | 
rector of “Ford Theatre” on CBS, 


end of the current cycle. While 


some trade comment claimed Mar- | 
kel was being yanked from the 
program immediately by Kenyon | 
& Eckhardt, which produces “Ford | 
Theatre,” agency execs were more 
evasive about it, though suggesting 
Markel’s’. directorial regime at 
K&E was in its closing stages. 
Behind the scheduled Markel de- 
parture, it’s known, has been a 
widening breach between the ex- 
CBS director and the agency. (The 
network, incidentally, has first call 
on his services under an arrange- 


One” director was parcelled out to 


| K&E for the Ford show on a loan- 


out basis, but there’s speculation 
now concerning his return to 
Columbia.) 

A number of contributing fac- 


| tors enter into the schism which, 


in the words of one K&E exec, 


* The season’s end will probably 
witness a wholesale flock of pro- 
gram cancellations. Even though 
there’s a two-to-three-month ride 
| remaining for the ’48 network pro- 
| gram semester, the picture is be- 
| ginning to take shape. 

Ford Dealers, as previously an- 
| nounced, cancels out on the Fred 
| Allen show, with Allen signing di- 
rectly with NBC. although he may 
not return until the season after 
next. 

Milton Berle plans to concen- 
| trate solely on TV, which means 
| Texaco checking out of the Wed- 
|mesday night ABC slot. With Bing 
Crosby moving over to CBS, 
|Philco also departs from the Wed- 
|nesday ABC roster. Still a third 
| Wednesday ABC cancellation is on 
| the agenda, with General Foods 
{dropping the Meredith Willson 
| show. 
| The General Foods axe, in fact, 
| will get the widest wielding of all. 
GF has already turned in its can- 
cellation on Burns & Allen (with 
B & A becoming a CBS property 
next fall). It’s also a virtual cer- 
tainty that the food company will 
call it quits on the Jack Carson 
CBS show upon expiration of its 
30-week firm contract. Whether or 
not GF will string along with its 





‘terms being laid down by Ozzie 


Nelson. O & H show is now a 





, ad - S 
#12000 » week packare. PN Church Airer Nix. 


charge of sales promotion at Coca- | “makes Markel hard to live with.” 
_Cgla to become first v.p. (tanta- On the one hand, K&£ prefers 
mount to exec veepee) and direc- | adaptations of top-star pop stuff, 
tor of Pepsi-Cola. Four years ago | particularly pix material (a deci- 


—— 


ularly if the client insists on only | 


a one-year contract. 

Chiefly, Nelson is shooting for a 
three-year non-cancellable guar- 
antee. In that event, it’s reported, 


he is willing to modify the coin | the 


demand. 

International Silver has had the 
O & H show since its inception five 
years ago, during which time it has 
developed into one of radio’s sock 
Situation comedies. 

Young & Rubicam is the agency. 





“CHAPPELL BOWS OUT OF 


predicated on the allegation that | 


|other three networks Saturday 


| Refusal of NBC to join with the) 


| night (26) in carrying the 10 to 1. 


| program put on under auspices of 
Church World Service, 
| brought some squawks from the 
| Protestant organization. In the 
case of. NBC, it would have meant 
knocking off two commercials, 
| Colgate’s Dennis Day show and the 
_ Prince Albert “Grand Old Opry,” 
| which would have entailed a $20,- 
000 rebate to the clients. 


Church organization’s beef was 


CAMPBELL SOUP STINT tie program to its amitiates in ex- 


After a 13-year association with 
Ward Wheelock agency as an- 
nouncer on Campbell Soup pro- 
pramming, Ernest Chappell 
urned in his resignation. Agency 
has been auditioning a flock of po- 
tential 


few days. 
Chappell’s current assignment is 
the Edward R. Murrow cross-the- 


board CBS commentary sponsored | 


by the soup company, 


Hutchins’ Coast Exit 


Hollywood, March 29. 





Hutchins agency closes its local | 


Office on June 1, when Bing Crosby 
airs his last show for Philco. 


Jim Burton is office manager and | 


Jane Lait publicity director. It’s 
ikely Phileo will broadcast and 
telecast simultaneously a show 
from N. Y. next season. 


has | 


candidates for the _ post, | 
with a decision due within the next | 


| plaining why it wasn’t going on, 
‘claim being that NBC called it a 
' donation - raising, non - interfaith 
| program. 

NBC, however, says it was sim- 
‘ply a case where the Church 
World Service had been previous- 
ly given a half-hour of time on 
Thanksgiving and could have an- 
| other half-hour when time is avail- 
able. But the network couldn’t 


ings for a program that was get- 
ting a three-web ride anyhow. 

Meanwhile the American Coun- 
cil of Christian Churches put in a 
i bid to the webs carrying the pro- 
‘gram for time to reply to Satur- 
day’s broadcast, but was turned 
down by all three networks. Amer- 
ican Council charged that the 
Church World Service had fostered 
socialism and modernism, but Dr. 
Stanley Stuber, promotional direc- 
tor of Church World Service, 
termed the charge absurd. 


has | 


quite see dumping $20,000 in bill-| 


he quit the D’Arcy agency, which 
handles the Coca-Cola account, to | 
join the latter operation, and be- | 
fore that he headed the Detroit 
office for CBS. 

Trade comment is that, after | 
four years with a_ conservative | 
operation, Steele is now in a more | 
natural habitat, more in keeping 
with his own flamboyancy. It’s re- | 
called that just as he initiated the | 
Army camp touring “Spotlight | 
Revue” for Coca-Cola and inspired | 
the “Broadway Matinee” (Alfred | 
Drake) type of programming at 
D’Arcy for Owens-Illinois, the | 
radio boys are now watching for 
the “fur to fly” via Steele pyro- 
technics in keeping with the Pepsi 
sky-writing stunts, block parties, 
etc. 

In contrast to the reported | 
$75,000 a year he’s getting with | 
Coca-Cola, Steele is down for 85G , 
on the Pepsi payroll, plus a stock 
deal. : | 


Welk Into Groucho’s ABC 
Spot for Beer Sponsor 


Bandleader Lawrence Welk will | 
replace Elgin-American’s Groucho 
Marx airer, ‘You Bet Your Life,” 
on ABC for the summer, starting 
June 1. Welk will be sponsored 
on the web’s central division by | 
Miller Brewing. 

If the east and west brewers 
don’t bankroll Welk, the net will 
probably air the show sustaining in 
those markets, Format is not yet 





i set, : 


| contrast, they 


| sion which cued the show’s recent 


two months of Hollywood origina- 
tions, with top film names). In 
feel, Markel still 
leans to the “Studio One” classical 
format. The agency maintains you 
can’t get a rating that way, and 
points to the upped audience pay- 
off on the Hollywood venture. 

K&E, too, blew its top over the 
type of interviews Markel gave 
on the Coast, in which he took 
some pot shots at agencies and ad- 
vertisers. Similarly, on a Canad- 
ian visit since the show returned 
east, Markel, it’s reported, aimed 
some well-directed barbs at Hol- 
lywood’s supposed stultifying in- 
fluence, which only tended to irk 
the agency some more. 


PM Stays on Mutual; 





other CBS Friday property, “My 
appears still 
in doubt. 

“talking 
people” package, which he sold to 
GF for integration on all its pro- 
gramming (it’s done live on the 
Coast and transcribed for N. Y. 
originations), is also getting. the 
axe. 

Procter & Gamble is dropping 
the NBC “Life of Riley” show at 
the end of the season. 

Sterling Drugs, which has 
already dropped the Sunday night 
NBC “Manhattan Merry-Go- 
Round,” may also cancel out on its 


‘companion Sunday show, “Album 


of Familiar Music.” 


There’s some _ question, too, 


| whether Tums will ride along with 
|its Alan Young Tuesday night NBC 
show. 
| season’s entrants (succeeding “Date 
ment whereby the former “Studio | 


Although one of the late 


With Judy”), client is reportedly 


‘debating its continuance beyond 


this season. Young also departs 
from the Jimmy Durante show 

Whether or not General Electric 
continues with Fred Waring’s 
Thursday night NBC show (now 
that he’s been pacted for television) 
is still a moot point. 


Frisco Hoopla 


For KQW Switch 


San Francisco, March 29. 
Arthur Hull Hayes, who now 





| heads CBS’ Frisco operations, is 


planning some bigtime hoopla for 
the switchover of KQW to its new 
KCBS call letters. 

_ Special half-hour show, featur- 
ing top talent, will go on the air 
April 3, thus reprising the New 
York ceremonies Hayes staged a 
couple years back when his WABC 
operation was changed to WCBS. 
(FCC approval for the Frisco call 
letter change came through last 
week). 

_ CBS prexy Frank Stanton is fly- 
ing to the Coast for additional 





‘ ) 
Buys ‘Storm’ Soaper 
Philip Morris, which is dropping 


sponsorship of “Kate Smith Sings,” 
will stay on Mutual to sponsor 15 


minutes of “Against the Storm,” | 
which wil} be the web’s only soap- | 
er. The ciggie outfit also bank- | 


rolls 15 minutes of “Queen for a 
Day” and gets the advantage of a 
reduced rate by having two airers 
on MBS. 

“Storm,” which formerly was on 
NBC and won a Peabody award in 
41, has been off the air for seven 
years. Written by Sandra Michael, 
it will be skedded in the 11.30 a.m. 
to noon _ slot, cross-the-board, 
preeming April 25. Cecil & Pres- 
brey is the agency for PM. 


ceremonies April 4 in connection 
| with the official ‘“preem” of KCBS. 


CBS BULLISH ON TWO 
SPONSORSHIP NIBBLES 


Couple of unexpected sponsor- 
ship nibbles cued some additional 
morale upbeat at CBS this week. 
Agency interest started perking 
| over the longtime CBS giveaway 
| Sustainer, “Sing It Again,” which 
is hitting an 11.0 rating. That’s 
tops for a sustainer. Chesterfield 
| is among those eyeing “Sing.” 
| Also getting the bankroll eye is 
| “Mr. Ace & Jane,” the Tuesday 
night 10:30 occupant which was 
‘last sponsored by General Foods. 
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Wednesday, March 30, 1949 





. 8S. IN WORLD AFFAIRS 

ith John Foster Dulles, Philip 

Jessup, Dean Rusk; Richard 

Harkness, moderator; Jaek 

Roney, announcer 
Director-producer: Jeff Baker 
Supervisor: Sterling W. Fisher 
30 Mins.; Sat. (26), 1:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNBC, N. Y. 

Radio listeners had the unusual 
opportunity of hearing two sides 
of a vital problem presented over 
one weekend via two networks, in | 
an important discussion of the At- 


THE HERB SHELDON SHOW 
Producer-Writer: Sheldon 
Director: Bob Tormey 
25 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 12:35 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 

Herb Sheldon, who co-starred 
with Maggi McNellis in the 
“Luncheon at the Latin Quarter 
stanza which this strip replaces, 


| | 


| From the Production Centres 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Jack Kuney, NBC director, this week auditioning half-hour weekly 





should hold on to the noontime 
hausfrau audience WJZ, ‘4 
Sheldon has a warm mike person- | 
ality and does a relaxed show 





lantic Pact. First subject in NBC’s 
new “U. S. in World Affairs” 
series was the pact, discussed over | 
the network March 20. WNBC Car- | 
ried it in rebroadcast Saturday | 
(26). On Sunday (27), quite coin- 
cidentally, CBS gave Henry Wal- 
lace time to discuss the pact, in 
answer to time the net gave Secre- 
tary of State Dean Acheson a 
couple of weeks before. Since the 
speakers on the “World Affairs” | 
airer defended the pact, and Wal- | 
lace attacked it, listeners got the 
two sides over the weekend. 

The “World Affairs” show, 

monitored very ably by Richard 
Harkness, was in the form of a) 
quiz, with Harkness presenting 
questions on the pact to John | 
Foster Dulles, Asst. Secretary of 
State Dean Rusk and U. S. Am- 
bassador-at-large Philip Jessup, 
for their points of view. Discus- 
sion was couched in simple lan- | 
uage, openly, clearly, so that the | 
ayman could comprehend. All 
three men attacked Russia by 
name as the aggressor who made 
the Atlantic Pact necessary. Rusk | 
said the western powers hadn't) 
been able to succeed against | 
aggression under the United Na-| 
tions, so were doing the next best | 
thing. Jessup saw no change in| 
whole-hearted support of UN,}| 
despite the pact. Dulles claimed 
the pact only a defensive one. 

There were other forthright 
questions and answers, on such 
queries as to the difference if any | 
between this pact and the old mili- | 
tary alliance systems; “by passing” | 
UN, etc. 

Wallace, on the other hand, | 
claimed the pact would impoverish 
America, alienate Russia and de- 
stroy the United Nations. He, too, 
presented his case in calm, unim- 

assioned manner, his delivery 

owever mounting in intensity to- 
wards the close of his half-hour. 
He pointed out that the pact would 
place the U. S. on a war footing; 
that it would rearm our recent 
enemies, Germany and Japan; that 
civil rights, labor, everyone would 
suffer. He saw us going to war, 
while he saw a shooting war as no 
nswer to the world’s problems. 

he only road to peace, he said, 
was through the UN; and by an un- 
derstanding with Russia. Bron. 


ROBERT SHAW CHORALE 
With George Gunn, announcer 
Writer: Bill Rafael 
Director: Robert Shaw 
Producers: George Wiest, 
Everett Parker 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 10.30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, New York 
This special series of Lenten 
music by the 30-voice Collegiate 
Chorale, under direction of Robert 
Shaw, is a worthy contribution to 
the Holy season for the late tuner- 
inners. Presented by the ABC 
network in cooperation with the 
Protestant Radio Commission, it 
is a transcribed series until the 
Easter Sunday finale when it will 
become a live broadcast, emanat- 
ing from WJZ, N. Y. 
Thursday (24) program com- 
ene two religious choral works; 
rancis 


Rev. 


Poulenc’s ‘“Motets for a 
Time of Penitence” and Thomas 
Tallis’ “Lamentations of Jere- 
miah.” Both were well rehearsed 


and directed by Shaw, with the 
mixed choir doing brilliantly. It 
made for soothing, compelling lis- 
tening. Narration was adequately 
handled by George Gunn. Edba. 


ONE GREAT HOUR 
With President Truman, Gregory 


which should appeal to | 
taking a noontime breather. Most- | 
ly it is Sheldon chatting with mild | 
humor about his wife and kids, | 
reminiscing about his youth and | 


‘similar light subjects, alternating | 


with four disked musical spots. | 
One number on the preem (28) | 
was a community sing, with Shel- ! 
don reciting the words of “Powder 
Your Face With Sunshine” for the 
gals to join in. | 

Other regular routines will be a} 
wake up service, with Sheldon 
dialing a listener who has to get 
up around noon; an interview with 
a celeb or someone with an inter- 
esting job (on the opener it was a 
Roxy theatre usher) and childhood 
recollections of listeners. Each 
show will also have a service spot 
—a phone call to a grocer, butcher, 
fishmonger or woman’s editor—to 
answer housewives’ queries. On 
the first aircast Sheldon phoned | 
the “grocer of the month,” to get) 
the dope on best buys, food prices 
and other marketing tips. | 

Show moves smoothly, aided by | 
special transcribed themes that 
in the various departments. 


cue ats 
Station pians to insert partici- 
pating spots. Bril. 


HAVEN OF HOPE 
With Michael O’Day, Teri Keane, 
Joseph De Santis, Roger De- 
Koven, Ian Martin, Ruth Shaffer, 
Ethel Everett; Sylvan Levin 
orch. 
Director: Mitchell Grayson 
Writer: Jerome D. Ross 
30 Mins.; Thurs. (24), 10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
Mutual, from New York 
Telling a story of hope rather | 
than one of death, this half-hour | 
documentary marked the 50th an-| 
niversary of the National Jewish | 
Hospital at Denver, a free non- 
sectarian institution. It caught the 
drama of the world-famous tuber- 
cular hospital through the senses 
of one patient—a 25-year-old com- 
mercial pilot grounded and bed- 
ridden by TB. ‘Tom Henderson, 
sensitively played by Michael 
O’Day, saw his hopes dashed when 
he learned he would never fly 
again, with the result that he gave 
up fighting the disease. However, 
staff doctors and psychiatrists con- 
vince him of the heroism of other 
patients and get him to take the 
hospital’s training course for ma- 
chinists. 


O’Day, as the hero, was support- 
ed excellently by a group includ- 
ing some of radio’s best thespers, 
ably and warmly directed by Mitch- 
ell Grayson. An effective original 
score, composed by Richard Du- 
Page, was particularly well han- 
dled by Sylvan Levin and added 
much to the airer. The script was 
competently written, pointing up 
the fact that the cure of TB goes 
beyond rest, medicine and surgery. 
And an especially moving moment 
was O’Day’s reading of a message 
by Charles Jackson, with the novel- 
ist pointing out that he once spent 
a five-year stint at TB, but the af- 


| fliction turned into a blessing be- 


cause it was then that he really 
began his education. Bril. 





DOUBLEDAY QUIZ CLUB 
With Henry Marshall; Sidney Wal- 
| ton, announcer 
Writer-Producer: Sherman Lurie 
15 Mins.; Mon. to Fri., 11:45 a.m. 
DOUBLEDAY Co. 
WOR, New York 

(Huber Hogue) 


This néw_ stanza, spotted on 





Peck, Ida Lupino, Robert Mont- 

gomery, others; 

nolds, narrator 
Director: Al Ward 
Writer: Erik Barnouw 
Consultant: Robert E. Sherwood 
60 Mins.; Sat. (26) 10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, MBS, CBS, from Hollywood 


Erik Barnouw, with Robert E. | 


Sherwood serving as consultant, 
turned in a script for “One Great 
Hour” which might well serve as 
a’ model for fund-raising docu- 
mentaries. The subject was dra- 
matic—a portrait of humanity in 
crisis—but large enough for a 
script in less able hands to get 
lost in a welter of ideas. Instead, 
Barnouw broke the story into 
three simple tales, all unified by 


the theme of people in a jam who! 
are being helped by U. S. aid, and | 


ending with the appeal, “We ask 
you to go to church tomorrow and 
ive to help church relief abroad.” 
he. form was simple, the writing 


(Continued on page 34) 


Quentin Rey- 


WOR, N. Y., across-the-board in 
the 11:45 a.m. slot, is designed to 


answer problems of listening audi- 
}ence via write-ins. Questions are 
| compiled in various categories and 
| assigned to one of a trio of experts 
best qualified to answer. 


On session caught Thursday (24), 
Henry Marshall, economic coun- 
sellor, held the rostrum. Questions 
ranged from importance of making 
a will, to intricacies of partnership 
setups and redemption of® muti- 
lated currency. Marshall provided 
adequate and authentic advice on 
the dozen or more questions asked. 
In addition to pleasing the per- 
plexed queryists, it also made for 
sound and informative advice to 
other listeners, 


Spacing the quiz are two neatly- 
integrated commercials by Sidney 
Walton for Doubleday’s Business 
Enclopedia, pointing out that the 
volume contains answers to context 


lof questions mailed in. Edba. 


built up over the past two years. | | 


series based on “Tree Grows In Brooklyn.” Lead role’ for audition 
platter include Bill Quinn, Patsy Campbell and Joan Lazer... Ed 
Gruskin hops to Paris Saturday (2) with missus to take up new ECA 
post....Frank Higgins takes over as audition director at Biow.... 
Harold Day, ABC co-op sales manager, elected v.p. of Colgate Alumni 
of N. Y.....Add Stork Notes: Son, Robert Allen, born to the Emerson 
Buckleys (WOR) at Misericordia hospital Sunday (27). Mother, Mary 
Henderson, is Met Opera soprano....Daughter, Annette, born to the 
Bert Parks (ABC “Stop the Music” emcee) at Greenwich hospital Thurs- 
day (24)....Singer Margaret Phelan to make her network debut on 
| CBS’ “Herb Shriner Show”....Ben Grauer, vacationing in Guatemala, 
‘returns for “Henry Morgan Show” (NBC) Sunday (3)....Morey Am- 
| sterdam returns Monday (4) from hiatus in Florida... .Beatrice Ratliffe, 
| former production asst. on “Crime Doctor,” in similar post for CBS’ 

















| ‘What Makes You Tick’”’....Walter E. Huelee, Westchester newsman, 

VICKI VOLA | joins WOR as news editor-writer Friday (1)....Harry Conover headed 

Starring as “MISS MILLER” on | for London to open a TV model office. ...Ursula Halloran, ex-Gimble’s, 
MR. DISTRICT ATTORNEY eighth | has joined NBC trade press dept. 

consecutive year, NBC. Boy, born Sunday (27) to the John Rebers. He’s radio-TV veepee of 


As “BETTY MOORE” on THE 
BETTY MOORE PROGRAM — 


Mutual, 
Fashion Commentator UNIVER- 


SAL NEWSREEL. 
Telephone PL 17-0700 


— 


SATURDAY MORNING STORY 
FAIR 
With Retta Coleman, Alan Shay, 
Regina Jouvin, Ivan Curry, 
Arthur Kennard, others; Hillard 
Edel, announcer 
Writer: John Bates 
Producer-director: Wayne Murray 
55 Mins., Sat., 10 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WNYC, New York 
“Saturday Morning Story Fair” 
on N.Y.’s muny station WNYC 
should be a natural for the moppet 
set, and also have a certain amount 








|of interest for elder dialer-inners, 


who would recapture their youth, 
if only momentarily. Its a 55- 


minute session in the 10 a.m. slot 
Saturdays and packs plenty of fun 
for the younger set. 

Backgrounded by trappings of 
an authentic midway on a fair 
grounds with calliope music back- 
grounding and with barker as 
guide, a quartet of youngsters, 
|chagrined by fear that the old 
\tricks won’t click on April Fool’s 
Day, come to the fair to pick up 
new ideas.. Consequently they are 
taken through the: midway on a 
sort of “Alice in Wonderland” tour 
|in hope of finding answer to their 
| problem. 

In a measure, they succeed, but 
not until they have had a gala day 
| with the carnival lot characters. 
|For a sock finale the saga of 
| Nathan Hale is spotted via a 
repeater machine to. instill a pa- 
triotic tinge to program and an 
historical lesson to the young 
visitors and listeners. 

An unusually large cast is em- 
ployed and all handled assigments 
well. John Bates turned out an 
interesting, entertaining script on 
stanza caught Saturday (26) and 
Wayne Murray held it to tight 

roduction and direction. Hillard 

dell, announcer, narrated in slick 
manner. 

“Fair” is probably one of the 
most ambitious kid programs yet 
set up by WNYC and if context of 
succeeding shows hold be to pre- 
sent standard, it can’t miss. a 

a. 





THE JOAN BROOKS SHOW 


With Larry Mann, Wilson Angel, 
house band 
30 Mins., four nights weekly 
S. F. SAUER CO. 
WRVA, Richmond 
The “Joan Brooks Show,” 
WRVA’s_ four-times-a-week half- 
hour nighttime musical show, is 
big-league programming on any- 
body’s kilocycles. The ex-NBC- 
CBS vocalist passed her 250th 
broadcast last week, under spon- 
'sorship of S. F. Sauer. Local out- 





| 


J. Walter Thompson... . Mitchell Grayson, director of CBS’ “Big Sister,” 


ito direct Torchlight Productions audition platter....WOR’s “Philo 
| Vance” whodunit switching from Thursday to Tuesday, April 5 : 
| John J. McSweeney, Pedlar and Ryan time buyer, has joined WMCA 
}as account exec 


...John Garfield and Lilli Palmer to star in United 
Jewish Appeal drama, “Homecoming 1949,” on Mutual Sunday (3) 


| Daughter born to the Neal Hathaways on Friday (25). He’s manager of 


CBS Program Promotion....Todd Russell, emcee, and Walt Framer, 
producer of CBS’ “Strike It Rich,” off Saturday (26) for 10 days in 
Miami....Ethel Browning and Luis Van Rooten added to. cast of 
“Lora Lawton”....Lorne Lynn, Elizabeth Watts, Lauren Gilbert and 
Joan Lorrine to “Our Gal Sunday”....and Audrey Egan to “Stella 


| Dallas”... .“Our Gal Sunday,” produced by Frank and Anne Hummert, 


begins its 13th year on the air this week. 

Joe Field, asst. press director at Compton, planed Sat. (26) with wife 
to Haiti for 18-day vacation....Edythe Meserand, WOR’s asst. news 
chief, on week’s breather in Williamsburg, Va....WHOM 5kw Club to 
stage benefit with Italian stars at Brooklyn Academy of Music April 
29 for Columbia College scholarship fund... .Bill Gale, bandleader of 
CBS’ “County Fair,” to conduct at Art Students League Ball at Waldorf 
April 22....When Bea Wain and Andre Baruch exit WMCA's “Mr. and 
Mrs. Show,” they’ll take their theme song with them, although the 
indie controls the title....Jess Barnes, MBS sales veepee, to White 
Sulphur Springs for AAAA confab next week....Rosemary Rice to 
Buffalo for April 4 performance of ‘I Remember Mama” on “Cavalcade 
of America (NBC)....Arthur Feldman, MBS special events chief, 
| sewed up Gen. Omar Bradley’s Waldorf-Astoria address April 5. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Al Jolson has become so tape-minded that he called off his trip to 
New York because NBC’s Ampex recorders won’t be ready for him 
/next month. He had planned to be in Manhattan from April 14 to 28, 
| with a side trip to Florida, but now he’ll tape here and do his sunning 
|} at Palm Springs....Jack Runyon moved his Biow staff out of Colum- 
| bia Square up the street a block so CBS could have the space for its 
music department....After a lengthy skull session with Frank Mullen, 
was asked if he had bought Dick Richards’ KMPC. Flipped 
.Bob 
| Shannon decamped Don Lee to start his own show, “Shannon's She- 
| nanigans,” on ABC in the vacated Abbott and Costello time... “Corny” 
| Jackson bought the Mark Hellinger home with enough grounds for 10 
|tennis courts....J. C. Flippen’s giveaway, “Earn Your Vacation,” 
| was recorded at CBS in beth a half hour and quarter hour strip ver- 
| sions. The longer format is exclusively far school teachers, who are 
| generally pinched for coin to take a sabbatical....ABC is giving Jack 
Kirkwood an eight-week trial for his new comedy piece, Kirkwood’s 
General Store.*>.Cy Howard turned over direction of “Life With 
Luigi” to his writer, Mac Benoff, and hereafter will merely supervise 
its production. He’s working on a fresh comedy idea in addition to 
directing “My Friend Irma.”....Bob Hope and William Bendix lead 
off the guest list, in that order, on the Jerry Lewis-Dean Martin com- 
edy stanza kicking off April 3. Show moves to New York early in May 
for six airings....Horace Heidt and his ams will pass the next five 
months along the coast... .Sheilah Graham carries on for Conti Castile 
after “Yours for a Song” is stilled for the summer. She'll expand on 
her current interview spot and dish up cinema chatter....Kay Starr 
‘closed out her ABC series because of conflicting guest shots....N. W. 
Ayer prexy, Harry Batten, around for a few days enroute back to New 
York from his Arizona hideout....Hay McClinton due in next week 
on cross-country junket with Telephone Hour....Bing Crosby and his 
guestar, James Stewart, had only one reading before going on tape, 
and that at the ball park between innings of the Pirate-Cub game.... 
For 18 years now Minetta Ellen, J. Anthony Smythe, Bernice Berwin, 
Michael ffeto and Barton Yarborough have been playing their orig- 
inal roles in “One Man's Family.”....Bing winds up with Philco June 
1 and lights up a Chesterfield Sept. 28. Just now he’s not even smoking, 
having put away his pipes some time ago... .Joan Leslie will be “Poor 
Miriam” once it gets on the air.. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Bishop Bernard Sheil has skedded test operations for his FM out- 
let WFJL today (Wed.) Regularsrun for new Lincoln Tower stick is May 
22....Jim McKnight named commercial manager of WMAW, Milwau- 
kee ABC outlet....Sun-Times political columnist Pete Akers guest 
speaker on WJJD forum....South Illinois U. singers opened WGN 
series on Chi musical groups... .Richard Swift and Don Miller of WCBS 
in from Gotham for CBS Radio Sales....NBC public affairs director 
Judith Waller in UNESCO conference at Cleveland March 31... MBS 


| Sid Strotz 
| Sir Sidney, “It’s the other way around, he bought NBC.” 





fit, dealing in spices, relishes, midwest flack chief George Herro new director of Sigma Delta Chi 
mayonnaise, etc., also picks up the | Journalism frat....J. Walter Thompson exec Ted Jardine off to Cuba 
tab for a four-station hookup once {for month vacation... .NBC’s Chick Showerman and Art Jacobson in 
'a week beaming the show into! New York on biz....Jim Ameche emcee at WTTS dedication in Bloom- 
Charlotte, Roanoke and Washing- | ington, Ind. 
ton. Client pays out $200,000 a! Disker Norman Ress asked for WMAQ listener opinion on a pro- 
year for the regional showcasing of posed change in program format. Week later, 58 000 letters had poured 
— pot er and in return has | into station. . .CBS sales manager Don Roberts catching sun in Florida 
pen getting a solid 30-minute} ....NBC visitor was Bernarr Cooper, U. S. militagy chief of Japanese 
show titat merits the bigtime. Broadcasting Corp....ABC central division promotions include Bob 
Miss Brooks is a better singer to- Brethauer to network sales as account exc, and Bob Atwood to spot of 
we A than a year and a half ago, sales service manager... Mutual veepee Ade Hult back to desk with 
when she checked off her late night | Florida tan... .Singer Mary Small sted via WBBM 1 Hi 
CBS sustainer. She can thrush ’em | Club producer Nort Jonathan wi i a oir ont ont d 
with authority, as was evidenced for his tenage eticuet bookl winner of Boys Clubs of America awar 
in her treatment last week of such }, “per sees ot... WGN farm director Hal Totten made 
numbers as “Best Years of Our  2020%@ry member of Senn High’s Quill & Scroll society....NBC sales 
Lives,” “Besame Mucho,” “I Cry ™#nager Paul McCluer off to Florida vacation....WIND flack chief 
for You,” etc. She's backed by Jimie Spanos in Nassau on pleasure jaunt....WBBM visitors were 
16-piece augmented house band, | S#/¢s manager Gil Johnston of KMOX, St. Louis, and commercial man- 
including pianist Larry Mann, who | #8¢r Keith Byerly of WRT, Charlotte....WGN emcee Hank Grant 
gets his own nightly innings on the Voted tops in Chi announcers by U. of Illinois Craftsmen Club.... 
ivories, and a baritone, Wilson) WBBM news editor Everett Holles in new five-a-week series at 3:90 
— who is also a regular on ihe te : ——— western manager of Radio Sales, attending 
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“COLLEGE CIR 


Conversation Piece 


Top topics for speculation in the trade today centers around Ed 


Kobak, who is exiting as Mutual 


prexy at the “invitation” of the 


directorate; Phil Carlin, who resigned as program veepee; where 


Kobak and Carlin may eventually 
logical successor to Kobak as the 


wind up, and who would be the 
web prez. 


As a guessing game, it is outstripping all other topics of trade 


conversation. In view of Kobak’s 


administrative-sales talents, the 


speculation encompasses the possibility of an NBC, CBS or ABC 
berth in his future (although it’s recognized that it would have to 
be in the No. 1 or No. 2 upper echelon bracket); whether Kobak 
would prefer to “sit things out” for a spell, or possibly retire. 


Carlin is vacationing and thus 
affiliation lined up. 
As for Kobak’s successor at Mut 


far it’s known he has no future 


ual, talk generally winds up with 


the poser: “Who is around that can lick the setup?” As far as is 


known, the committee of Mutual 


new prexy has as yet failed to c 


board members named to find a 
ome up with the guy. A lot of 


names are being bandied about, but it’s all purely in the speculative 


realm. 
Columbia Records prexy. 


Latest name to be projected prominently: Frank White, 
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Down Easters Back B cast Editorials, | 


Score E.T. Libraries, Support BMB 


Boston, March 29. 4 


More than 150 New Engtand 
broadcasters, turning out with a 
record-breaking attendance, scored 
transcription library practices, de- 
clared that radio should have the 
right to editorialize and voiced 
confidence in Broadcast Measure- 
ment Bureau at the District 1 
meeting of the NAB here Wednes- 


day (23). 
Dr. Kenneth H. Baker, newly 
appointed acting prexy of BMB, 


told the broadcasters that at the 
Chi convention of the NAB the 
measurement bureau may ask sta- 
tions to pay their subscriptions for 
the second half of 1949 in advance. 
The reason, he explained, is that 
the bureau needs the coin now, to 
complete and publish Study No. 2. 
On the editorialization question, 
the meeting resolved unanimously 
that “the right to editorialize is, 
fundamental to radie’s responsi- 
bility, to the end that radio’s voice | 
shall become an increasing factor 
in community thinking and action.” 
Maurice Mitchell, NAB broad- 


(Continued on page 34) 


ABC's Spot Sales 
Up 9.2% in 48 


ABC's 1948 spot sales were 5.2% 
up over ’47, it’s reported by Mur- 
ray Grabhorn, the web’s v.p. in 
charge of owned and operated sta- 
tions, with January biz 8° better 
than the same period of '48. Grab- 
horn handles six AM and four TV 
outlets. 

Reason for the spurt Grabhorn 
says, is the change to a buyer's 
market, with more intensive ad- 
vertising required to move the 
goods, Local sales were off 1° last 
year, but a 7% increase in national 
sales boosted the net's overall spot 
business. The figures reveal a 
8rowing acceptance of spot radio 
as a flexible medium well adapted 
to today’s changeable, unpredict- 
able conditions. ‘Bankrollers find it 
easy to get into and out of spot 
radio, Grabhorn feels, without find- | 
ing it necessary to contract for 13- | 
week periods or to prepare maga- 
zine ads months in advance of pub- 
lication. 

ABC is losing money on its co-. 
op operations, Grabhorn says, but | 
the web looks on it as a bookkeep- | 
ing loss. “The reason is that the | 


(Continued on page 34) 


ABC’s New Day Strip 


ABC has cleared the 11-11:30 
a.m. spot cross-the-board to insert 
‘Modern Romances,” a Wilbur 
Stark-Jerry Layton package. Strip 
will consist of individual dramas 
on romantic problems, based on 
Stories from the Dell magazine, 
which will give the show heavy 
merchandising support. 

“Romances,” formatted along 
the lines of “My True Story,” now 
alred in the 10 a.m. slot, will start 
April 11. Mel Ruick heads up the 


ABC preduction unit for the 
Stanza. 











| terday 


| character 


Archie Andrews To 


Sub for ‘Gildersleeve’ 


Chicago, March 29. 

Archie Andrews has been lined 
to replace the “Great Gildersleeve”’ 
over NBC during latter show’s 
summer hiatus, June 8 to Aug. 31. 

J. Walter Thompson = agency 
package will plug Kraft’s Caramels 
and Malts in 13-week deal. 

“Gildersleeve” show is handled 
by Needham, Louis & _ Brorby 
agency. 


WU Denounced 
For Extra Rates 
On Ballcasts 


Washington, March 29. 
Western Union was charged yes- 
(28) with discrimination 
against broadcasters in proposing 
to charge extra rates for use of its 
baseball-sports service over more 
than one. station. A complaint 
filed with the FCC by the Midwest 
Baseball Network, which uses its 
station WIND, Chicago, as_ the 
originating point for broadcasts to 
30 midwest outlets, asked that im- 
position of the new charges be 
suspended and that the Commis- 
sion prescribe “just and reason- 
able” rates for the service. 

WIND said that Western Union, 
in the past, made no distinction in 
its rates between broadcasting sta- 
tions and newspapers or press as- 
sociations. Use of its information 
over more than one station, it de- 
clared. was “specifically contem- 
plated” in WU tariffs. However, 
the proposed revisions, said WIND, 
distinguishes between press and 
radio subscribers by requiring an 
additional payment of $2 for each 
station on the network receiving 
the broadcasts. 

The service rendered a network. 
said WIND, “is no different in 
and involves no extra 
responsibility or service” than that 
given to a subscriber who broad- 
casts over only one station. The 
extra payments which WU would 
require under its proposed rates, 
it added. “would constitute a net 





profit since no additional pay- 
|ments. costs or charges are in- 
curred.” Ae ; 

The majority of Midwest's 


. 
' broadcasts originate from Comis- 
key Park or Wrigley Field, home 


stadium of the Chicago White Sox 
and Cubs. 





Cantor in Peoria 
Chicago, March 29. 


Eddie Cantor and his troupe 


staged their Pabst Blue Ribbon 


show from Peoria last week (25), 
airing over WEEK and the NBC 
net. ; 
Comedian was accompanied by 
Mitzi Green, Harry Von Zell, Bert 
Gordon and Cookie Fairchild orch. 


a 


EXECS BEEF AS 


OUND BEGIN 


It’s open season for the radio-| 


‘TV college-sponsored _ institutes. 
|The annual City College of New 
| York’s Business Conference today 
(Wed.) finds them stepping into 
high gear. 

| Many industry execs are repris- 
ing the same refrain as last year, 
and the year before, questioning 
the usefulness of the sessions, but 
this year finds the institute boys in 
there pitching at the same old 
stand. 


| copied last season’s comment anent 
the “College Circuit:” 

“We think they’re set up pri- 
marily to publicize the schools. It 


send out representatives and pay 
hotel bills. And when our people 
get there, all they hear is abuse, 
the same old complaints about 
radio. Sure, we meet people from 
the other nets, but we’d do a lot 
better seeing them for lunch in 
New York.” 

Another echoed: “We wouldn’t 
mind going out to address a uni- 
versity’s students to teach them 
something about radio. But gener- 
ally, all that happens at a confer- 
ence is that we talk to 30 people 
in the industry and a handful of 
students. There may be a few nice 
old lady educators present, but for 
the most part the schools are rep- 
resented by second or third string- 
ers, while radio has its top people 
at the meeting—wasting their time. 
I've spoken at several confabs at 
various colleges and I know that 
most of what’s said is glittering 
generalities. Certainly I’m not go- 
ing to reveal any trade secrets.” 

Similarly, most radio toppers are 
cynical about the awards made in 
conjunction with the conferences. 

CCNY’s Impressive List 

Despite the heckling, CCNY has 
lined up an impressive list of par- 
ticipants for its sessions, including 
toppers of New York and network 


radio. The morning session will 
break down into four discussion 
panels: (1) Competitive program- 


ming of AM, FM and TV, mode- 
rated by Seymour Seigel, New 
York City radio director; (2) Quali- 
tative and quantitative research 
and their effect on programs and 
sales, moderated by E. P. H. James, 
MBS ad v.p.; (3) Selling radio and 
TV programs and time, moderated 


costs us plenty of coin to register, | 


| partments of Show Productions will | 


| not be affected by the agency's de- 
One network chieftain carbon- | 7. oe rok " 





UIT'S OPEN SEASON 


Cincy Giveaway-Happy as Stations 


Feud in Wake of Sponsor Switch 





‘Show Productions 


Integrated Into DF&S 


Show Productions, Inc., radio 
and tele producing subsid of 
Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample 
agency, has been dissolved, and 
| will now function in the new sta- 
tus of the radio and tele depart- 
ment of DF&S. Personnel and de- 


cision to liquidate and dissolve the 


| corporation. 


| 


by M. B. Grabhorn, ABC v.p.; and | 


(4) Publicity and promotion, mode- 
rated by George Wallace. NBC’s 
network sales promotion manager. 

The luncheon session will hear 
an address by Ben Duffy, prez of 
BBD&O, and the presentation of 
awards. The afternoon session will 
consist of reports and discussion 
of questions raised in the morning 
panels.. In addition to the four 
moderators, the panel will include 
Elliott M. Sanger, v.p. of WQXR, 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr., CBS pro- 
gram v.p., and Marion Harper,,. Jr.. 
prexy of MeCann-Erickson. 





KOLLMARS YEN TO EASE» 


UP ON MR. & MRS. SKED 


Dorothy Kilgallen and Dick Koll- 
mar, whose 45-minute Mr. and Mrs. 
show is heard over WOR, New 
York, six days a week at 8:15 a.m. 
and on Sundays at 11:15 a.m., want 


Adrian Samish, former prez of 
Show Productions, has been named 


tele for the agency. 


McCarthy Pays 
Time Rebate On 


Houston Hassle 


Hollywood, March 25. 
They've finally gathered around 
the barrel head for the payoff on 
that hassle in Houston. Glenn Mc- 
Carthy, oil zillionaire, at whose 
Shamrock hotel the Sealtest show 
fell apart, has assumed responsi- 
bility for the time rebate and other 
expenses incurred beyond the 
show’s normal weekly write-off. 
Tab will run to around $15,000, 

which is peanuts in his league. 
McCarthy is said to have told 
Dorothy Lamour and Ed Gardner 
that they have nothing to worry 
about; that if they lose their spon- 
sors as a result of the debacle 
he’ll see to it that they won’t have 
to go begging for another. When 





someone put in with, “howcum?” | 


Cincinnati, March 29. 

| Feuding over the switch of a 
| Siveaway show, WCKY and WCPO 
are dueling with similar programs. 
Oddly, both are profiting, the bat- 
tle having a goodly portion of the 
on-the-take mob of listeners here- 
abouts involved to the extent of 
plugging in on the two 30-minute 
shows, carried an hour apart on 
weekday evenings. 

Several months ago WCKY, in- 
die 50,000 watter, initiated a give- 
away serial for Parkview Markets, 
Inc., an area chain of retailer- 
owned wholesale’ grocers. Bill 
| Dawes, staffer, handied the pro- 
ceedings, entailing telephone calls 


| and prizes to those answering with 


'veepee and director of radio and | 


| 


he grinned, “Don’t*I own most of | 


ABC?” It is generally known that 
Mark Woods disposed of most of 


his stock in a private transaction. | 


He and McCarthy have been inti- 
mate friends for years, and the im- 
plication left by McCarthy is that 
he bought 
However, Ed Noble would 
something to say about McCarthy's 
“most of ABC.” 

The Ayer agency and Kraft 
sponsor have written off the Hous- 
ton thing as “a regrettable inci- 
dent” and all hands were given a 
clean bill. NBC also closed its 
book on the fiasco but it’s not 
known what happened to the Chi- 
cago engineer who mouthed the 
ugly word that got out on the air, 


probably the first time in radio} commercial 


history. 





Schwerin’s ‘Now It 


Can Be Told’ on 1,000 
Program Tests for RE 


Horace S. Schwerin, president of 
Schwerin Research Corp., will pre- 
sent a “capsule” report on the find- 
ings of more than 1,000 tests of 
radio programs at the April 7 


/luncheon meeting of the Radio Ex- 


to cut down on their schedule. The | 


Kollmars would like to pare the 
strip down to five airings a week, 
but are willing to do six, if the 
Sunday brunch broadeast can be 
recorded. 

WOR wants the Kollmars to 
keep the present sked, but the gab- 
bers point out that they've been 
doing the daily stint for four years. 
Both parties are currently parley- 
ing amicably. 

In addition to the breakfast 
show, Miss Kilgallen has a weekly 
program for ABC and her syndi- 
cated column chores, 
mar stars on the “Boston Blackie” 
transcriptions. “Breakfast With 
| Dorothy and Dick” has been sold 
'out commercially 


around $100,000 a year. 


ecutives Club of New York at the 
Hotel Roosevelt. Schwerin’s “high- 
lights” illustrate what people like 
and dislike about radio and why. 

Schwerin will show the result 
of a 13-year study, centered around 
the theme, “the radio sponsor in a 
buyers’ market.” 

Schwerin will not attempt to 
present the entire works at the 
luncheon but will reveal a good 
fast picture of what he has found 


-and says many items will surprise 


the industry. 





| ‘Cisco Kid’ Syndicated 


while Koll-| 


for more than, 
,two years and nets the Kollmars | 


up the Woods stock. | 
have | 


“Parkview” instead of the usual 
“hello.” Also a prize try on a 
buried treasure location and tune 
titles. 

Show idea zoomed popu- 
larity. Last week the sponsor 
transferred the account to WCPO, 
Scripps-Howard unit. Paul Dixon, 
the station’s combo disk jock and 
quiz programmer, took over the 
emcee chores and followed the pat- 
tern and sound effects used by 
Dawes Only’ _ difference was 
change of time from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m, 

WCKY promptly countered with 
the same style show, called 
“Supper Surprise” instead of “Din- 
ner Winner,” and Dawes continu- 
ing as headman at the original 
5:30 time. Sponsor is Dot coffee. 

Parkview Markets filed suit Mon- 
day (28) in common pleas court for 
an injunction against L. B. Wilson, 
Inc., owner of WCKY, using “Sup- 
per Surprise” program. Plaintiff 
claims new show on WCKY is sub- 
stantially same as “Dinner Win- 
ner,” which it developed on that 
station at cost claimed as $50,000. 
Hearing is set for Friday (1), 


to 


AFRA, NBC Wax 
Tiff Spreading 


Tiff between NBC and the Amer- 
ican Federation of Radio Artists on 
fees to be paid for transcribing 
sustaining shows is now involving 
the other nets. The issue is now 
being negotiated, with the possibil- 
ity that the dispute may eventually 
be taken to arbitration. 

The nets want to transcribe 
shows at the live sustaining rate, 
but the actors’ union has ruled that 
transcription rates, considerably 
higher, must be paid. According to 


_the union, section 22 of the tran- 


scription cede provides that waxed 


\shows aired simultaneously on a 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| similar 


net must be paid for at the live 
rate. However, be- 
cause the matter is not exactly de- 
fined in the AFRA-network code 
and because the operation will be 
to open-ended disked 
shows, the union says it is: willing 
to waive the live commercial fees 
and allow the webs to pay the 
transcribed fee, which is slightly 
lower. 

The nets answer that the tran- 


| scription code is meant to cover cus- 


, tom-built and open-ended commer- 


cial shows, not sustainers. They 
add that there’s no danger of the 
_platters being used for commer- 
cials, as they are to be aired within 
a 24-hour-period and agreements 
with affiliates bar their injecting 
| plugs into sustainers. The union 
‘retort is that many waxed series, 
| both open-enders and library serv- 
‘ices, are carried sustaining, and 
whether or not they’re commercial 
doesn’t affect application of the 
transcription code. 


One Good Turn Deserves— 


ABC is prepping another hour- 
long giveaway, slanted toward a 
| bigger payoff than its “Stop The 
Music,” for a nighttime spot. Titled 





“The Cisco Kid,” Fred W. Zio| “Is This You?,” airer will consist 


package heard on the Coast and in of giving out clues, with listeners 
New York, is now being syndicated phoning in if the details fit them. 


nationally. 


| ender. 


Paul Dudley is working on the 


In the past month 60 stations | show for a sale. According to ABC 
have been signed for the open- | programmers, the house-developed 


| package also has TV possibilities. 
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State Dept.’s UNESCO Nix on Cleve. 
TV Pickup Brings Storm of Protest 2°, evs: se 


Cleveland, March 29. + 

UNESCO’s upcoming three-day | 
session here, to give information | 
on the organization’s program, al- 
most pulled a major cropper in a 
tiff with WEWS-TV over telecast- 
ing activities at the Public Hall. 

WEWS, which planned to cancel | 
out commercial net shows for a) 
three-hour pickup, suddenly re-' 
eeived a State Department brush-| 
eroo, and was told it could not | 
pick up broadcast from Public | 
Hall. The reasons for the ban ran | 
the gamut from Hollywood com: | 
mitments on part of certain nar-| 
rators, whose contract nixed video} 
appearances, to the fact that Mrs. | 
Eleanor Roosevelt wouldn’t per-| 
mit such goings on. 

When Jim Hanrahan, WEWS| 
general manager, threatened to | 
take the issue to Dean Acheson, | 
Secretary of State, department rep- | 
resentatives began to hedge. The | 
issue finally burned through to 
Washington where, last Wednes- 
day, the State Department official | 
denied it had refused to grant per- | 
mission for the televising of the 
UNESCO stanzas. 

A Washington spokesman de- 
clared that “a misunderstanding | 
had been cleared up.” 

State Department fiasco brought | 
dailies to the defense of station, 
the first time in city’s history that 
dailies rallied to the side of radio 
in such strong manner. 

Commented Cleveland Press, 
Scripps-Howard colleague of 
WEWS: 

“WEWS, very commendably and 
at a considerable sacrifice, ar- 
ranged to televise the meeting on 
one night, as its contribution to- 
ward promoting international un- 
derstanding. Instead of hailing the 
effort . . . the State Department | 
has acted to block it. ... No mat-, 
ter what they are they can’t justify 
the action taken. The department | 
has no more right to stop televis- 
ing the proceedings than it has) 
to try to say what shall or shall} 
not be published about the meet- | 
ing. The censorship must be fought , 








to a finish.” 

AM-wise, stations here have 
been going all out with studio in- 
terviews, playbacks, auditorium 
fear etc., to promote the 

arch 31-April 2 session. WTAM, 
among other sessions, plans Alka- 


Seltzer tie-in over NBC; WNBK'! 
will have several programs, includ- 
ing tie-in over NBC’s TV newscast. 
WGAR will have a host of pro- 
grams; WHK plans several live 
pickups and interviews, including 
‘Press Club Presents” session. | 
WJW, WJMO, WERE and WSRS 
also are planning active participa- 
tion. 


SEATTLE’S BON PUTS 
RADIO COIN INTO TV 


Seattle, March 29. | 

KRSC-TV will televise the home 
games of the Seattle Rainiers of 
the Pacific Coast Baseball League, | 
beginning April 13, with the Bon 
Marche department store picking 
up the tab for the lensing. Store, 
will sponsor videoing of four 
games weekly: Wednesday, Friday | 
and Sunday doubleheader. | 
It will be first televising of ball | 
games here, and pact is also} 
weighty because it marks the Bon 
Marche’s abandonment of radio en- 
tirely with funds formerly ear- 
marked for radio now to be used 
for the new medium. The Bon in 
co years has been one of the' 
eaviest users of radio of any. 
Seattle business. 


Garroway’s TV Show 


Chicago, March 29. 

WNBQ has set up dry runs on 
a new Dave Garroway variety show | 
with “fair results,” and is planning | 
half-hour, once weekly deal for | 
NBC screening if cable space east- | 
bound can be found. 

Format will involve disker Gar- | 
roway emceeing a cast tentatively | 











They Satisfy 


Hollywood, March 29. 

More than 150 film and ra- 
dio names are making 30-sec- 
ond tecvee spots ballying 
Chesterfield through Marty 
Barrett, of Newell-Emmett 
Agency, who is soliciting en- 
dorsements. 

Only stars not being sought 
are those under rigid control 
of studios which usually pro- 
hibit video activity of contract 
players. Some of top names 
who have already made telepix 
are Barbara Stanwyck, Bill 
Bendix, Claire Trevor, Pat 
O’Brien, Sonny Tufts, Dana 
Andrews, Hugh Herbert, Bob 
Crosby, Victor Moore, Alan 
Mowbray and Ruth Hussey. 





iweb execs. 





Old Gold’s TV 


‘Stop Music Buy 


Old Gold cigarets this week 


signed to sponsor the second half 
of the forthcoming television pro- 
duction of “Stop the Music” on 
ABC-TV, tentatively scheduled to 
‘tee off the first Thursday in May. 
New bankrolling venture puts OG 
up with other top-spending ciggie 
advertisers, 
“Music” on both the AM and TV 
shows, 
sorship of the “Original Amateur 
Hour” on DuMont television and 
ABC radio. 


giving it half of 


plus the complete spon- 


OG is also contemplating the 


possibility of picking up the first | 
{half of the “Music” tele show as 
well because of the comparatively 
low cost of the program. Agency 
is Lennen & Mitchell. 





Lack of TV Foresight 
Will Cost Don Lee 256 
For Rebuilding Studio 


Hollywood, March 29. 


An estimated $25,000 will be 
added on to the cost of Don Lee’s 
$1,000,000 plant here as the result 
of a bad television planning by 
Don Lee will com- 
pletely rebuild its studio “Three” 


for KTSL, its video outlet. 


When blueprints were accepted 


for the erecting of the Don Lee. 
| building, it was believed by net- 


work heads that television would 
work itself into a strict simulta- 
neous schedule with all standard 
broadcasts. Studios were built on 
that premise. Now that video has 
evolved as an entirely separate 
means of transmitting, Don Lee 
has been trapped by lack of teevee 
operating space. Net’s vid station 


is presently operating 90% of the | 
| time from atop Mt. Lee, where the 


teevee transmitter is located. Stu- 
dio “Three” is being used for about 
three shows weekly. 


Arch Oboler and NBC 
Talk Television Deal 


Hollywood, March 29. 


NBC and Arch Oboler are talk- 
ing a television deal, which would 
tie him exclusively to the network 





No ‘Parade’ Simulcast 


American Tobacco has been 
forced to abandon plans to simul- 
cast “Hit Parade” Saturday nights 


| ship of “Who Said That?”. 
| Both advertisers had been bid- 
| ding for the 9 to 9:30 p.m. slot, 
but Crosley got the nod, reportedly 
| because a simuleast would have 
| netted NBC-TV less revenue than 
'a show produced originally for 
' video. 


20th TY Brief 
To Cue Legal 


Pyrotechnics 


Washington, March 29. 





iby the Federal Communications 
|Commission on the eligibility of 
picture company violators of the 
anti-trust act to enter the tele- 
vision field is giving the legal boys 
plenty to work on. 

Since Fox has applications pend- 
ing for stations in five cities, it 





won’t be surprising if just about | 


every lawyer representing a com- 
peting applicant doesn’t put in his 
oar to oppose the petition. 


Last week came more repercus- | 


sions to the 20th-Fox brief. The 
law firm of Haley, McKenna & 
Wilkinson, showing 
interest in Fox, filed four petitions, 
practically identical, 
stations in four cities in 


matters required an additional 30 
| days for reply. 

Haley, etc., filed in behalf of Ed 
| Pauley’s company, Television Cali- 
fornia, San Francisco; KCMO 
Broadcasting Co., Kansas City, 
Mo.; Boston Metropolitan Tele- 
| vision Co., Boston, 
| Broadcasting Co., Seattle. 

Fox, itself, came back last week 
to answer an earlier challenge 
| hurled by WCOP, Boston as to the 
| authority of the FCC to issue a 
declaratory ruling. 

Fox denied WCOP’s claim that a 
declaratory order would require a 
hearing and thus delay action on 
| the Boston cases. Only an oral ar- 
gument would be necessary, said 
Fox, and the resulting ruling would 
remove the anti-trust issue from 
all the cities in which it is com- 
peting. Thus, it argued, a declara- 
tory order would materially “ease 


the burden on the Commission’s | 


‘hearing staff and contribute to an 
|early decision in each case.” 





‘DuMont Switching To 
Pro-Cable as vs. Pix 


With the question of set obsoles- 
cence apparently 


| statement last week in Baltimore 
(see story in this section), DuMont 
|prexy Dr. Allen B. DuMont. be- 
lieves the most vital problem now 


those installed as of Feb. 1. 


(including Dallas, which has no 
signal from nearby Fort Worth). 


which expect TV-in the near future. 


far in the lead with 500,000 sets, 


according to the NBC research compilations. 


city-by-city breakdown: 

No. of 
City Stations 
NOW VOPR H.i5 4% 0 dons 6 
Philadelphia 
BOB BUGS: .. 6 s4s6aes 
COND ot. s-scede beee et 
RETIN cic. svat aides 0% 
Baltimore 
Detroit 


‘+ eee eee wees 





Petition filed two weeks ago by | 
| 20th-Fox for a declaratory ruling | 


considerable | 


representing | 
which | 
the film company is a contestant. | 
The attorneys said the scope of the | 
Fox petition and the press of other | 


and King | 


settled finally | 
by FCC chairman Wayne Coy’s | 
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Sub-total 


Other Cities 
Providence 
Wilmington 
Miami 
Indianapolis ...... inion 
Others 


Total 


Breakdown of 1,315,000 U.S, Sets 


Number of television sets in the U. S. as of March 1 numbered 
approximately 1,315,000, representing an increase of 135,000 over 
Included in the latest total are 1 - 
242,400 for the 33 cities which now boast 56 TV stations on the air 


station yet, but which receives a 
Rest of them were in other cities 
Metropolitan N. Y. continued 
a boost of 50,000 over last month, 
Following is the 





No. of Inc. Over 

Sets Last Month 
500,000 50,000 
130,000 11,000 
102,000 12,700 
100,000 25,000 
53,600 8.500 
44,700 4.100 
43,500 4.000 
37,400 3,200 
30.400 5.700 
22,500 2.500 
20,700 1.700 
19,000 2.800 
17,900 1.900 
17,100 2.600 
15,500 3.200 
12,300 2.800 
9,500 4.100 
8,500 1.000 
7,700 800 
5,900 400 
5,700 1.800 
5,000 2.200 
4.600 800 
4.600 2 600 
4,100 100 
4.000 200 
3,400 600 
3,300 800 
3,100 100 
3,000 200 
2,300 300 
600 100 
500 100 
1,242,400 157,900 
5,500 300 
3,300 3.300 
1,700 600 
800 100 
61,300 —27.200 
1,315,000 135,000 











Zenith for ‘Obsolescence Attacks 





SPONSOR NIBBLES ON 


_ NIGHT TRACK ROUNDUP 


Racetrack fans unable to get out 
'to the track during the afternoons 


/or to watch NBC-TV’s live pickups 
| will be able to see a nightly film 
/roundup of the races under plans 
‘now being worked out by KCR, 
| Inc., indie television package out- 
fit. Several sponsors are now dick- 
| ering with the packagers, with the 
chief holdup being the length of 
| the show. KCR wants to produce 
(a 15 or 20-minute’ production 
| nightly, including three minutes of 
/commercial time for the  bank- 
| roller. 

Package would be similar to the 





as writer-producer. Blueprint will 


| have him do double duty on/ extension program of American 


dramatic shows to be kinescoped | 
for the eastern chain. | 

Oboler recently terminated his 
deal with Frederick Ziv after wire- 
recording a series of adventures in | 
darkest Africa. 








Peter Barry’s ‘Friend’ | 
For ‘Fireside’ Opener 


Procter & Gamble’s “Fireside 


confronting the industry is the ex-| Projected show on baseball game 
tension of networks. That topic | highlights now being mulled by 
will form the chief basis of the | the J. Walter Thompson ad agency, 
DuMont chief’s speech today | except that KCR would film the 
(Wed.) before the radio-TV branch | races directly, whereas JWT plans 
of the American Marketing Assn. | to work out its baseball show via 

In a pronounced switch on his kinescope reccordings of the entire | 
earlier thinking, Dr. DuMont is ex-| game. N. Y. Journal-American | 
pected to de-emphasize the impor-| sports columnist Bill Corum will | 
tance of filmed transcriptions in | narrate the races, with the films| 
networking in favor of live city-to- | also taking viewers backstage at | 
city transmission, either via coaxial | the tracks to show them the train- | 
cable or radio relay. He will thus | ers and jockeys in action. 
pitch for a speedup in the network! Projected package has the full| 

i 

Telephone & Telegraph, despite which considers it © mod form ai 
AT&T's accomplishments to date} public relations. Joe Roberts. 
in getting the cable in as fast as | former David O. Selznick exec, will | 


possible. ; os 
As the first to devolp film iee-| gee” production reins on the | 


scriptions, Dr. DuMont has long | 
favored them over live networking 
aS a means of opening up inter- 
city video as rapidly as possible. 
He'll tell the AMA today, however, 
that the cable is actually less cost- 





WLW-C’s Baseball Pact 


Columbus, March 29. , 
Al Banister, president of the | 





+ Lid blown off the television in- 


dustry recently by Zenith’s ‘‘obso- 
lescence” advertising was back in 
place this week, following assur- 
ances by FCC chairman Wayne 
Coy that receiving sets in use to- 
day will be serviceable for years 
to come. Only new stir in the in- 
dustry was caused by reports that 

RCA, kingpin of the TV manufac- 
turers, will offer behind-the-scenes 
legal aid and other assistance to 
the two companies which filed 
damage suits totaling $1,000,000 
against Zenith on libel charges. 

RCA is reportedly very pleased 
with the fact that the suits, filed 
by Sightmaster Corp. and the Em- 
pire Coil Co., have been instituted. 
Company, because of its position 
as both a broadcaster (via NBC) 
and manufacturer, felt it was in 
no position itself to file legal ac- 
tion. Now that the other two firms 
have taken the initiative in what 
they believe will put an end to 
the industry-wide scare started by 
Zenith, RCA plans to back them 
in prosecuting the suits as much 
as possible. 

Coy, speaking before the Balti- 
more Advertising Club last week, 
slapped hard at Zenith claims that 
a projected FCC move into the 
ultra-high frequencies would ren- 
der obsolete every TV set on the 


(Continued on page 34) 


AUTHORS LEAGUE GETS 
WRITERS GUILD PACT 


Constitution of the Television 
Writers Guild, drawn up by a spe- 
cial committee and passed by the 
television writers organizing coll- 





mittee, will be submitted today 
(Wed.) to the Authors League 
Council. 


ly than transcriptions, providing 


Columbus Red Birds, now in train- 


lined as singers Connie Russell, Theatre,” showcase for new video 
Betty Chappel, and Art Van Damm presentations which will preem on 
oreh. Hoofer is needed to com- NBC-TV Tuesday, April 5, at 9 


there are enough stations on the) 


line to share the costs, and make it 128 at Daytona Beach, Fla., says | 


possible to obtain wider coverage | WLW-C_ will begin televising 


plete show. | 


| 

Buffalo— Fred Keller, former’ 
announcer and drama director at 
WBEN(AM) since 1942, is new ex- 
ecutive producer of WBEN- TV, 
Buffalo, succeeding Joseph A. Jen- 
kins, now WNBK (Cleveland) pro- 
gram director, \ 





p.m., will offer ‘Friend of the 
Family” on the series opener. 


Virginia Gilmore, Yul Renner 
and Peter Barry will star in the | 
situation comedy script which | 
Barry has written. Second and | 
third telecasts will present a who- | 
dunit and a revue. Compton is the | 
agency, | 


for the advertisers’ dollar. 





Bronson’s WBNS-TV Post. 


‘team’s games at tle opening of the 
| Season, April 19 

George Henderson, sales mana- 
| ger of WLW-C, is still in Florida 


Columbus, March 29. 


| negotiating the pact. It i Aen. 
Ed Bronson, manager of WJEF . S under 


: ; stood that the Rochester Red 
in Grand Rapids, has been ap-| Wings, sister club of the Red Birds 
pointed program’ director of} have made a ti e-year agreeme! 
WBNS-TV, Columbus Dispatch sta-| to televise its games for $20,009 | 
tion, which is set to debut Sept. 1.) a year, pores 


The document follows the lines 
of other Authors League guilds, 
but includes special provisions for 
regional operation. Draft calls for 
‘setting up regional groups, 4S 
needed, headed by regional execu- 
tive committees responsible to 4 
national council. Setup is expect- 
ed to be less cumbersome than that 
of the Radio Writers Guild, whose 
national executive committee !S 


formed by the three regional com- 
ittane ~eeting concurrently. 


All ie Sra 
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Competition Is Healthy 


Minneapolis, March 29. 


Ss. D. Hubbard, president of KSTP, currently the only Twin City 
television station, told the Morning Tribune that the KSTP video 
operations are resulting in an average $8,500 monthly loss to the 


station. Paradoxical as it may so 
anxious for a competing station, 


und, however, he stated, he’s so 
WTCN, to get its TV launched 


that he has offered his competitor a “bonus” to speed up its start. 

WTCN is moving into the old KSTP studios in Radio City build- 
ing here and it has bought some equipment which KSTP left there. 
Hubbard informed WTCN that if it gets on the air with TV by the 
end of March, it could have a $1,500 discount on the purchase price. 
But WTCN can’t get started so soon and regretfully will have to 


pass up the discount. 


Hubbard says he figures competition will help to put KSTP in 
the black. His idea is that a second TV station will stimulate in- 
terest and help to sell more television sets. More sets, he figures, 
would mean more revenue for KSTP, bringing in more advertisers 


and permitting a higher scale of 


rates. And more than two TV 


stations will be still better, according to his line of reasoning. 











Canada Gets Green 


Light on Tele 


| organizational 
| needed. 





_ Although nothing official on the 

| Subject has been booked on the, 
agenda for the annual NAB con-! 
| vention in Chicago, starting April | 


|3, many key broadcasters, includ- 
ing some top network execs, are 
hopeful of some last-minute rally- 
ing in a bid to bring about a 
merger of the NAB and the Tele- 
vision Broadcasters Assn. at the 
Chi meet. 


It's long been felt that both the | 


cause of radio and television would 
suffer unless both camps unite and 
give the broadcasters and other 
video station operators the type of 
parenting seen 
Both within the NAB and 
TBA folds. there has been a con- 


e tinued divided sentiment till now 
ar lament {0 ote as to the wisdom of such a merger. 
9 9 | With the continued TV upbeat, 


Toronto, March 29. * 

Prompted by protests of public 
and press, plus private interests 
prepared to invest millions, the 
federal government has authorized 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp 
to go ahead with development of 
television in this country on an 
interim program which will pro- 
vide for establishment of initial 
television stations in Toronto and 
Montreal! leading to a contemplated 
national network. Parliament will 
approve a $4,000,000 grant to the 
CBC to meet first costs of the in- 
terim development. 

In addition to the nationalized 
television setup, private groups 
will be allowed to develop their 
own stations in Toronto and Mont- 
real—if their applications are ap- 
proved by the CBC. 

Toronto applications, earlier de- 
ferred, have been submitted b) 
Famous Players (Canadian); | 
CKEY, backed by a large and im- 
portant financial group; CFRB, 
largest independent station in 
Canada; and Al Leary, who has the 
backing of a group of British 
financiers. The snag is that there 
are only three channels available 
in the Toronto area under interna- 
tional agreement and that the CBC 


(Continued on page 32) 
Swimmers’ Sui 
wimmers Suit 


TV Precedent 


Hollywood, March 29. 

In what may be a precedental 
T\ ‘Suit, three swimmers filed suit 
against KLAC-TV for $7,500 dam- 
ages for “invasion of privacy.” 
Natators, with Buster Crabbe’s 
“Aquacade,” were picked up by 
KLAC-TV last September while 
giving beneiit performance at 
Olympic Stadium, They charge in- 
vasion of privacy and unfair com- 
petition. AGVA, of which they are 
members, will aid them in the suit. 

Station’s general manager Don 
Fedderson declared “we acted en- 
tirely in good faith in televising 
event for charitable purposes. We 
do not have contract with AGVA. 
The producer of the show gave us 
authority by letter that all unions 
had been cleared for television 
purposes. We were requested by 
officials of Mt. Sinai Hospital to 
televise their charity aqua show to 





aid in drive for more funds via 
television.” 

At time of lensing, AGVA 
Whacked down on station which 


Was told it would have to assuage 
swimmers Joseph Peterson, John 
Riley and William Lewin, or face 
eventual blacklisting by union. 


‘Sez You’ for TV 


Hollywood, March 29. 
James Gleeson will play a fight 
Manager i. % series of shorts for 
television, to be produced by 
Clipse under the title of “Derby's 
Ringside Diner.” 
First one rolls April 20. 








Laurie’s ‘Lefty’ for TV 


Joe Laurie, Jr., is packaging his 
“Lefty and Aggie” series for radio 
and television. Yarns which ran in 
VARIETY several years ago tell of 
a pair of retired vaudevillians 
living in Cool Acres, Cal., who 
can't keep away from the theatre. 

Laurie has several nibbles for 
the series. Ad Schulberg is agent- 
ing. 


Asher-Alsop Roll 
26 Vidpix for P&G 
In H wood, Italy 


Hollywood, March 29 


Procter & Gamble and one of its 
ad agencies, Compton, have started 
negotiations for a series of telepix 
to be made in Hollywood and 
Kurope. Deal is currently in prog- 
ress with Gordon Legoy, of Gen- 
eral Television Enterprises, and 
the partnership of Irving Asher 
and Carleton Alsop. Latter would 
produce abroad, with Asher doing 
actual producing and Alsop han- 
dling the business end here. Ne- 
gotiations are also being carried 
on with other TV production com- 
panies. 

First of a series of 26 pix will be 
dramatic and adventure subjects, 
with each showing to be two sepa- 
rate stories to permit a middle 
commercial without interrupting 
continuity. 
minute film will 
around $8,000, with 

(Continued on page 32) 


cost P. & G. 
production 





Top Cleve. TV Project 


To Simulate Invasion Of 
Ohio in 2-Hour Telecast 


Cleveland, Match 29. 
“Operation Pretend,” an ambi- 
tious two-hour telecast of a pos- 
sible invasion of Northern Ohio, 
will be staged Sunday (3) by 
WEWS-TV aided by both the Ohio 
National Guard and the Army Or- 
ganized Reserve Corps. 

Taken from “CPX Thunderbolt” 
the army defense exercise, the 
telecast will use film, remote tele- 
vision equipment and studio set- 
tings to dramatize the possibility 
of an attack and the need for de- 


fense preparation against it. It Is 
estimated that more than 2,000 
Ohioans will participate in the 


project. 


Viewers are being told they'll 
see Cleve inal Tower 
“collapse in a ibing attack ... 
enem\ taking o ‘eveland 
Municipal Airport reserv- 


“men actu- 
al protecting power 
plants, factories,” ete., the latter 
on film produced “in accordance 
with sim, ated defense plans work- 
ed out ¥ the Army for use in case 


ists and National Gua 


} ene iged 


{ot atiack 


Understood each 27- | 


important broadcasters take the 


| position that, unless the NAB ef- | 


|fects such a merger and more 
firmly entrenches itself in video, 
the industry's official organization 
will decline in prestige and im- 
portance, while the tele organiza- 
tion in coming years assumes a 
more importance niche in the 
scheme of things 

From the TBA’s standpoint, a 
merger with the NAB, it’s pointed 
out, would solve the problem of an 
inadequate budget. 

Broadcasters removed from such 
key TV markets as New York and 
Chicago, but who are becoming in- 


creasingly intrigued over video's 
development and how it will fit 


into their future pattern, have com- 
plained that they have nowhere to 
turn for a proper indoctrination; 
that the overall broadcasting in- 
dustry lacks a know-how organiza- 
tion that puts the TV accent where 
it belongs. 

While it is recognized that one 
trade organization would be ideal 
for the irdustry. some of the key 
radio-TV. men take the position 
that for NAB, as it is presently 
set up, to swallow up the TBA, 
would be a backward etep for 
video. They contend that, so far 
as thev’re concerned, the NAB is 
“vears behind in its thinking on 
television.” 

However, they are equally con- 
vinced that an overall NAB par- 
ent body broken down into three 
hard-hitting organizations for AM, 
FM and TY could be the ultimate 
answer in terms of the future com- 
munications picture. 


Mutual Video 


Network Nearer 


Acquisition of studios by WOR- 
TV in the ABC Television Center 
West 66th Street. 
(25). brings one 
formation of a 





on Manhattan's 
announced Friday 
step closer the 
Mutual TV network. WOR-TYV., due 
to bow in the summer, also op- 
erates WOIC. Washington, and the 
two outlets will form the nucleus 
of MBS’ eastern video web. 

The center, situated in a former 
armory, takes in the width of a 
city block, between 66th and 67th 
streets. A wall 45 feet high has 
been constructed across the middle 
of the building. separating the 
WOR and ABC studios, with the 
latter keeping the 66th St. side. 
However. some facilities will be 
pooled, with ABC and WOR shar- 
ing rehearsal and audition studios, 
dressing rooms, lockers, storage 
facilities and prop and_=e scenic 
areas. 

WOR-TV 
square foot 

(Continued on page 34) 


606 Chi Sox Deal 


Chicago, March 29. 
WGN-TV today ‘Tues.’ signed 
for exclusive telecasting otf Chi 
White Sox ball games. 
Sox original asking price was 
$100,000, but rights went to WGN- 
i; TV for $60,000. 


will build 
studios, 


5.000- 
with 


two 
each 





ERGER TALKED UP 





‘set to choreograph 


| 


CHI MEET SEEN Free-for-All for Texaco Spot to Mark 


~ Summer Hiatus Program Scrambles 


TIME TO START 





TV Billings for Feb. 


NBC television continued to 
pace the four major TV net- 
works in gross time sales for 
February, chalking up $370,- 
000 in billings. Following is 
the breakdown of the nets’ 
estimated gross sales 


it. Oy iy $370,000 
fy eee 91,000 
DuMont ...s.e. 83,000 
BEV. npadsr 19,900 








$1,000,000 Vidpix 
Ranger Series 


Skedded by GF 


One of the most ambitious and 
expensive film ventures in video, 
based on an old established radio 
format series. is about to be 
launched by General Mills. The 
company is underwriting, at a cost 
of $1,000,000, a 52-week series of 
half-hour films for TV showcasing 
based on the “Lone Ranger,” which 
GM also sponsors in radio via ABC 
facilities. 

The film series will be shot in 
Hollywood. One of the more lucra- 
tive of the King-Trendle package 
operations, “Ranger” video rights 
would become a General Mills ex- 
clusive. TV film program is also 
slated for the ABC web, plus. of 
course, additional video outlets 
throughout the country. 


Ford’s ‘Crystal Ball’ Will 
Have Savo as Host; Dance 
World Leads Set to Stage 


Comedian Jimmy Savo was set 
this week as permanent host and 
story teller on “Through the Crys- 
tal Ball,” new half-hour series of 
television shows’ sponsored _ by 
Ford dealers, which tees off April 
18 via CBS-TV. Program’s chief 
emphasis will be on telling stories 
in dance form, with Michael Kidd 
and play the 
title role in “Robinson Crusoe” tor 
the preem. 





Show. which will be produced 
\by J. Walter Thompson staffer 
Paul Belanger, will carry a $15,000 
weekly budget. Format will be 


maintained as flexible as possible 
to permit the inclusion of original 
scripts as well as the classics. Top 
choreographers and dancers are 
being lined up. with George Balan- 
chine already inked to stage ‘“Cin- 
derella” as the second in the series 
and Valerie Bettis tentatively set 
for both the choreography and 
lead role in the third. Show will 
also employ top composers, actors 
and singers. 

Program is to be alfred every 
Monday night in the 9 to 9:30 p.m. 
slot except on May 16 and June 13, 


when “Ford Television Theatre” 
will hold down the full 9 to 10- 
hour on CBS. “Theatre” will then 
go off for the summer and, if it 
returns next fall, will occupy a 
different evening. with “Crystal 


Ball” going weekly. 


Emerson Acct. to FCB 

Foote. Cone & Belding ad agency 

this week took over the compiete 
Emerson Radio account and agenc\ 
television chief Roger Prvor is now 
mulling several TV shows to select 
one for a possible launching within 
the next month. Emerson recently 
‘bowed out as bankroller on Ed 
| Sullivan’s “Toast of the Town,” 
now sponsored by Lincoln and 
Mercury dealers Sunday nights on 
CBS-TV. 

Blaine-Thompson agency former- 
ly handled Emerson’s TV billings. 
with Grady & Wagner handling the 

, firm's printed media advertising. 





+ Showcasing of new package ideas 


and talent, and a concerted pitch 


| by television broadcasters to snare 
/audiences from 


time slots now 
sewed up by their competitors, are 
expected to highlight the upcoming 
summer layoff period, when some 
of the top-budgeted shows will 
take an eight-to-13 week hiatus. 
Working on the assumption that 
TV viewers are still sporadic dial 
twisters whose looking habits have 
not yet been tied down, the net- 
works are expected to fight for 
audiences in the currently-favored 
time slots by plugging their best 
summer productions during those 
periods. Most embattled hour is 
expected to be the Tuesday night 
8 to 9 period, now held tightly by 
Milton Berle’s “Texaco Star Thea- 
tre’ on NBC-TV, which consistently 
grabs off better than 90% of the 
audience. With the Berle show 
scheduled for a hiatus after the 
June 14 program, competing broad- 
casters for the first time will have 
a chance to fight for that audience. 
Upshot is expected to be the de- 
velopment of new and better pro- 
gramming throughout the industry, 
which will undoubtedly redound to 
the benefit of the public. Few ra- 
dio shows have ever been able to 
sew up an audience as tightly as 
some of the TV shows have done. 
so that radio webs for the most 
part have bypassed experimenta- 
tion during the summer layoffs. Be- 
cause of the unique formulation of 
(Continued on page 34) 


Circus Telecast 


Still in Doubt 


Decision on whether the Ring- 
ling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey Circus 
will be televised during its annual 
stay at Madison Sq. Garden, N. Y., 





this year hasn’t yet been made, 
despite the fact the circus tees 
off next Wednesday (6). Garden 


Corp. prexy Gen. John Reed Kil- 
patrick told Variety vesterday 
‘Tues.) the decision rests solely 


with circus prez John Ringling 
North, who is not due in N. Y. 
until early next week. Since no 


preliminary arrangements will be 
necessary for the telecasts, Gen. 
Kilpatrick pointed out, it will be 
an easy matter to line up the pick- 
ups if North gives his okay. 

Circus telecasts were carried for 
the last several years by CBS-TV. 
Following last year’s series, how- 
ever, Nortu nixed any future tele- 
vising in its entirety, declaring at 
the time he’d go for nothing more 
than a half-hour pickup for trail- 
erizing purposes. Circus gate in 
1948 was the biggest in history but 
North expected the sharp boost in 
set circulation this year to hurt 
his boxoffice. In addition, he 
burned last year at an ad run by 
Macy’s in N. Y. daily newspapers, 
extolling the viriues of owning a 
TV set, with the appendage: “Why 
go to the circus when you can see 
it in your own home?” 





Ed Wynn Planning 
Coast Tele Series 


Hollywood, March 29. 

Ed Wynn may make his tele- 
vision debut in the near future in 
a show to originate here, with the 
William Morris office handling the 
production. Comedian has had 
seven offers for TV ers to date but 
nixed five of them because they 
necessitated his airing the _ pro- 
grams from New York, which he 
refused to do. 

Present plans call for Wynn to 
do either a live show here for 
kinescoping in the east, or a 
straight film series. He's presently 
awaiting a final okay from one net- 


_ work and an interested sponsor. 
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Radio Thespers Map Mass Hayloft 
Invasion to Gain Stage Savvy for TV 


Radio thespers, ogling television+¢ 
as their future source of income, | 
will execute a mass invasion of 
legit stock groups this summer in 
order to pick up some stage tech- 
nique. Wholesale trend by the 
radioites towards the strawhat | 
boards is being prompted by the | 
current general preference of TV | 





No Esprit de Corps 
Chicago, March 29. 
Chi Radio Management Club 
members were shown a sound 
film of TV show highlights by 
Humboldt Greig, Chi assistant 
director of DuMont tele net- 





work. However, film was cut 
short. FM music coming in 
through a faulty wiring circuit 
drowned out the sound track. 

Greig tossed up his hands 
and quipped: “What you radio | 
people won’t do to stop tele- 
vision.” 


producers for casting their shows | 
with actors having legit experience. | 

With most of the AM dramatic | 
sirers folding during the hot | 
months, many top radio players, | 
who have been forced to confine | 
their activities to the sightless kilo- 
eveles by job requirements, will 
make their first move towards TV 
this summer via the barnyard cir- 
cuit. During the regular radio sea- 
son, these thespers can’t afford to 
take TV assignments because of 
coin considerations. The current 
rate for featured players on TV 
dramas ranges between $250 and | 
$400. But the pay covers about 10 
days of rehearsal during. which 
time no other job can be held 
down. 

Among the less-established play- 
ers, widespread unemployment is 
pushing the radioites into reorient- 
ing for television jobs. While most 
radio actors have some legit work 
under their belts, it’s usually too 
far back to pull much weight with 
the TV casting directors. 

Special stock companies may he 
organized by groups of radio 
thespers this summer to assure 
steady work and proper training. 
New Stages, Inc., formed two years 
ago by a flock of radioites on co- 
operative basis, will serve as a pat- 
tern, but on a less ambitious scale. | 





Magnavox Sees Overall 
20% Sales Boost Due To 
TV; Admiral Net Is Up 


Chicago, March 29. 

Sales of tele séts during March 
will boost Magnavox Co. sales to- 
tals up 20° over March of 1948, | 
according to prexy Richard O’Con- | 
nor. Radio-phonograph sales drop- 
ped below last year’s figure, but 
tele sales more than made up the 
difference. 

O’Connor scoffed at rumors of 
company weakness and chalked off 
a recent stock dip as the result of 
“malicious rumors.” Earlier, Mag- 
navox had deferred the quarterly 
dividend to strengthen its cash 
position. 

Admiral Corp. reported net 
earnings of $3,782,825 for the fiscal 

(Continued on page 34) | 





Chi Council Happy 


Chicago, March 29. 
Chi Television Council, picking 
up loose ends after a “highly suc- 
cessful” national conference, an- 
nounced a 40% jump in local mem- 
bership as a result of conclave. 
Council prexy James L. Stirton 
revealed that he has already re- 
ceived many queries about a 1950 
repeat performance. 





Chiin Scramble To 


Build Up Sat. Night 


Chicago, March 29. 

WNBQ’s shift to full week op- 
erations has touched off a Chi tele 
scramble to build Saturday nite 
programs into top notch position. 
Network shows originating in the 
east will form bulk of Saturday 
increase, but more Chi packaged 
shows are in offing. 

WNBQ moguls are considering 
moving “RFD America” from Fri- 
day slot to Saturday, in addition to 
a new live talent musical. 
pehding expansion of coaxial cable 
facilities due next month. 

WENR-TV announced that it 
would carry the Roller Derby from 


the Chi Coliseum for four weeks in | 


a network tieup with the New York 
Derby. Total net time on Derby 
would be 12 weeks. 
man will be kinescoped from N. Y. 
starting in April. These shows are 
in addition to Saturday screening 
of the polo matches at Chi Arena. 

WGN-TV said it “had big plans 
for Saturday nite” but could not 
comment at this time. Station 
authorities indicated, however, that 
Chi originations would figure 
heavily in plans. 
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Realistic new rate card 
makes WMCA your best buy 


In 


WMCA 


24.00 


69¢ 


One-Minute Spot Announcements 
(minimum national rate) 


Cost-per-thousand homes 
8:00 AM to 11:00 PM 


New York! 


Independent 
Station A 


51.00 You save 


10% 


on WMCA 


T7¢ 





Quarter-hour programs 
(minimum retail rate) 


54.40 


Cost-per-thousand homes 








1.56 


8:00 AM to 11:00 PM 


Your WMCA or Free & Peters 
salesman has all the rates 
and ratings to prove how 
price-fixed WMCA is now the 
smartest buy in the market! 





570° first on 


119.00 


1.79 


You save 


13% 


on WMCA 





WiliCa 


New York’s dial 


Based on February Pulse (Sunday-Soturday, 8:00 AM to 11:00 PM) average 
ratings non-premium time ond Metropolitan District Radio Homes, BMB. 





Paul White- | 


Minn. Basketball TV Tiff Leads 
To Mandatory’ Bill 


in Legislature 





2d Sponsor After Snarl 


Chicago, March 29. 


“Walt's Workshop,” home handi- 
| craft show screened via WNBQ, has 
| picked up a sponsor in the Hines 





Lumber Co. for 26 weeks. George 
Hartman agency handles the once- 
weekly package. 

Sales to Hines followed a break- 


'down of negotiations with Magna | 


Electric Co., which wanted to 
“make the show a 30-minute com- 
mercial.” WNBQ tore up the con- 
tract when Magna insisted on hav- 
ing Walter Durbahn use nothing 
but Magna’s Shopmaster in giving 
his home-craft hints. 

Hines will take over sponsorship 


April 4, according to NBC central | 


division sales manager Oliver Mor- 
ton. 





Move is | 


Kleenex Baseball Quiz 
As Chi Participationer 


Set for Mid-June on ABC 


Chicago, March 29. 

Television’s race to catch up 
with radio as the national lottery 
got fresh impetus from the new 
Kleenex audience participation 
show via ABC-TV, skedded for 
mid-June. Prizes will be handed 
out under guise of baseball quiz 
session. 

Chi-originated package is lined 
for the Friday 8:30 p.m. (CST) slot 


on a 52-week basis with 13 week 
| options. Foote, Cone & Belding 
agency handles for the Interna- 


| tional Cellucotton Co., Kleenex di- 
vision. 

Format will call for half hour of 
baseball questions tossed at each 
other by two audience teams. Each 

| correct answer will be scored as a 
| hit, with emcee picking leading 
hitter as the player of the night. 
Some last-minute changes may 
involve a shift in network time and 
day, although agency execs indi- 
cated that show is pretty well set 
| for June 10 or 17 opener. Search 
| is now on for a suitable emcee, 
presumably someone combining 
the best features of Rogers Horns- 
by, Ralph Edwards and the late 
Kenesaw Mountain Landis. 


HAL ROACH JR. FORMS 
THIRD VIDFILM OUTFIT 


Hollywood, March 29. 
Hal Roach, Jr., has formed Mat- 
terhorn Pictures, Inc., with a capi- 








| tal stock of $25,000, for the pro- 


| duction of 


television ictures. 
| Matterhorn ‘ 


is the third Roach 


firm; the others being Showcase | 


| Pictures, and 
Productions. 
| Roach will make the Myrt and 


Roach-Beaudette 


| Marge video series under Matter- | 


/horn. Production started yester- 
day (28). “Don’t Be a Sucker” 
started last week under Showcase 
banner, Initialer is ‘“Dife with the 
| Irwins” featuring Stu Irwin and 
| wife June Collyer, 
been friend under 
| dette Productions. 


| 


Film Council Members 
To Get Contract Lowdown 


Roach-Beau- 








' 

j 

4 N e " — 

| ational Television Film Coun- | 


cil members are slated to receive 


|the final form of the proposed 


Standard exhibition contract for. 
tomorrow | 


TV films at a 
| (Thurs.) night at 
iN. Z eatery. Seymour M. Peyser 
/member of the Phillips, N 
Jee ong Krim law firm, will 
; explain e€ contract parfgr: 
paragraph. : oe 
J. A. Maurer, Society of Motion 
Picture Engineers veepee, will dis- 
— the SMPE booklet, “Films for 
-elevision,” and explain results of 
| SMPE research in TV, AT 


meet 
the Brass Rail. 





Seek Port Arthur TV 


| Rs Arthur, Tex., March 29. 
pp ication has been filed with 
pwd FCC for a TV outlet for the 
| Port Arthur-Beaumont area by the 
| Sabine Television Corp. 

| Outlet when dw 

| ' completed would be 
jan affiliate of the proposed Texas 
Telenet System. 





has already | 


Nizer, | 


Minneapolis, March 29. 
Squabble resulting from non. 


‘WNBQ Workshop’ Picks Up| ese’ of sold-out state high 


school _ tournament basketball 
games at Univ. of Minnesota field 
house, has resulted in introduction 
of bill in state legislature. This 
‘would make it mandatory for 
authorities having a voice in the 
matter to permit televising of high 
school, state college and university 
| athletic events “without undue re- 
| strictions” and “at the same fees 
as for radio broadcasts.” 

Author of the measure is Car] 
D' Aquila, who is a Hibbing, Minn. 
sports announcer as well as mem- 
ber of the Minnesota House of 
Representatives, and who an- 
nounced it was an outgrowth of 
difficulties between KSTP and the 
Univ. of Minnesota and state high 
schools’ league. 

After large petitions had been 
received from disabled and other 
war veterans, many of whom 
are hospitalized here, protesting 
against a ban on the televising of 
the state high school tournament 
basketball games, the university 
and league agreed to permit if, 
They, however, imposed conditions 
which were unacceptable to Stan 
E. Hubbard, KSTP president, who 
refused to televise the contests un- 
der the stipulated terms. 

In a statement to the press, Hub- 
bard explained that it would have 
cost his station $4,000 to accept 
the terms. “The University in- 
sisted we pay $3,000 which, con- 
sidering the number of television 
receivers, is 70 times the fee 
charged radio broadcasting  sta- 
tions. This charge, along with the 
pickup cost, would mean that an 
advertiser would have to pay over 
$5,000 to sponsor the games, which 
is unreasonable,” said Hubbard 

Accordingly, the games, which 
created terrific interest throughout 
the state and drew 17,000 turnaway 
crowds, were not televised Three 
radio stations, however, broadeast 
them 








Educational Program To 
Study TV Inroads Set Up 
By 5 New Haven Unions 


New Haven, March 29 
Awake to the fact that 
vision may have a radical effect 
on future livelihood, five New 
Haven locals of the Connecticut 
State IATSE combined to inaugu- 
rate a series of educational get- 
togethers for the dual purpose of 
keeping on the ball technically and 
fostering improved labor-manage- 
ment relations. 


Sponsoring the program were 
Local 273, Moving Picture Machine 
Operators; Local 74, Theatrical 
Stage Employees; Local B-41, Back 
Office Film Exchange Workers; Lo- 
cal F-41, Front Office Film Ex- 
change Workers; Local 795, The- 
atrical Wardrobe Attendants. 


First event in this series of 
long-range educational activity 
took place Monday (21) at mid- 
night at the College theatre. Pro- 
gram included (1) “On Stage,” 
March-of-Time short depicting ac- 
tual building of legit shows by 
Stage craft; (2) “Carbon Are Pro- 
jection,” short on manufactured 
light; (3) “I. A. History,” docu- 
mentary short; (4) “Let’s Go to 
the Movies,” general interest short. 


tele- 


| Speakers were William C. Scan- 


lon, I. A. trustee; Joseph M. 
Rourke, sec.-treas., Conn. Federa- 
tion of Labor; Neil Croarkrin and 
| Paul Reis of National Carbon Co.; 
C. Y. Keen, speaker on television 
from RCA; Professor FE. Wight 
Bakke, Labor and Management 
Center, Yale Univ. 





WAAWM’s Sports Accent 
Baltimore, March 29. 


ABC’s WAAM, town’s newest 
tele outlet, will place hefty empha- 
sis on sports starting Monday ‘4) 
when the station is slated to begin 
a two-hour Monday-thru-Saturday 
session which will apprise fans of 
results of baseball, racing and 
other outdoor events. It'll be 
slotted 4 to 6 p.m. 

Tagged the “WAAM_ Sports 
Room,” the co-op show will stat 
Tommy Dukehart and Joe! Chase- 
man with Anthony Farrar produc- 
ing. Guest celebs from local n- 
teries as well as sports luminaries 
will also be woven in the format. 
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A Weekly Radio Feature 
For More Than A Decade! 





A natural for Television—a full hour of new and 
different entertainment each week. 


Many famous stars were “discovered” on this show: 


Ella Fitzgerald 
Sarah Vaughn 
Bill Kenny and the Inkspots 
Billie Holliday 


A guest star appears on each Amateur broadcast. 


Exclusive Agents: 


E. J. ROSENBERG — LAWRENCE WHITE 


1 East 48th St., New York City 


Tel.: REgent 4-7567 . . . ATwater 9-6976 


“AMATEUR NIGHT 
IN HARLEM” 


Direct from the stage of the Apollo Theatre 
“‘Harlem’s High Spot for entertainment” 
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WBl 
makes @ 

good 
Impression 


.».many million 


times a week! 


hen WBT first began serving the 


a small boy who used to run through the 
streets of Charlotte. announcing to a 
handful of cry stal-set owners that the 


South’s pioneer station was on the air. 


Since then, 50,000-watt WBT has become 
a power in the dailv lives of almost 
three-and-a-half million people in 95 
counties ...and promotion has helped set 





the pace all the way. Using many 


different media... 


Newspapers (more than 1.000 lines weekly) 
ANNOUNCEMENTS (average of 350 weekly) 
POINT OF SALE DISPLAYS (il! food and drug 
stores) 

MERCHANDISING MAGAZINE (imailed regularly 


to retailers ). 


Such impressive promotion —making 


extra impressions for WBT progranis —is 





one reason Why WBT averages a larger 

: i audience in Charlotte than all other 
stations combined.” (In the 94 “outside” 
counties, WBT has virtually no Charlotte 
competition.) 

If vou want to make a good impression 
—and an impressive sales record —in 


the Carolinas, WBT can show vou how. 


Carolinas, 28 vears ago, promotion was 


| WR 
, Jefferson Standard Broadcasting Company 


80,000 watis + Charlotte, N.C. + Represented by Radio Sales 


*C. B. Hooper, Dac, 1948 —! 





an 


19 


(or any otier Hooper Survey ever mage! 


49 















































































































































tion on Philco Television Play- 


tion. 

Dull and indistinct at the start, 
the production continued in that 
vein. It was difficult to get in- 





wastrels and fops in the play. 
| Becky’s fatal fascination for so 
|/many men was never explained. 





terested in the set of gamblers, | 


+o 





Pte esreesy 


Tele Follow-up Comment 


Ss « HOPCCOCHHSCAPOSO Geos toes 


“Becky Sharp” didn’t add to,among the hired hands. Only 
Philco’s prestige in its presenta-| deterrent toward perfection was 


_the self-conscious mien of the dis. 


house Sunday (27) over NBC. A|play_ in some sections—under- 
dated story, it should have been | standable in view of the new pane} 
left within W. M. Thackeray’s | in the sponsor’s booth. 

“Vanity Fair” covers. Certainly, | 

the Philco performance didn’t, to a contention in many quarters 
bring the Victorian story to life,| that playable acts are far more 
or give it any meaning or distinc- desirable than names. 


The show provided further proof 


For example, Larry Storch, an 
upper-drawer mimic, was ex. 
tremely effective in a trio of num. 
bers that have become familiar to 
vaude and cafe patrons. His im- 


-personations of Gary Cooper, a 


ballroom act and a school-tie Eng- 
lishman brought top results. Fur 


| Nor did Claire Luce’s literal per-| ther comedy by Paul Gerrits, mak. 


|formance in the name role help. 
| The production had movement, but 
i'no cohesive flow. It was a thin, 
|almost burlesqued performance, 
| lacking in the subtlety necessary 
| to make it convincing. Miss Luce 
|minced about as the scheming 
| Becky, and the supporting cast 
| looked as uncomfortable as their 
'costumes, Put this down as a 
| mistake. 

| Initial sponsored show of “The 
| Goldbergs’”’ Monday night (28) via 
| CBS-TV, with Sanka Coffee in the 
j advertiser's slot, presented un- 
|fortunately one of the weakest 
|scripts yet aired in the series, 
which has been sustaining for 
several months. Charm and warmth 
generated by Gertrude Berg, Philip 
Loeb and the rest of the cast, plus 
Worthington Miner's usually fine 
production were present in large 


| dealing with Molly's travails in a 
|reducing school, failed to strike 
home, largely because of an im- 
plausible denouement. 

Sanka wisely did not attempt to 
|insert a middle commercial, in 
order to give the story free play. 
Plugs were confined to opening 
and closing announcements’ by 
Miss Berg, but it would be better 
to have them handled in another 
way. Despite her attempts to in- 
tegrate them into the script. she 
nonetheless stepped out of char- 
acter in their presentation, 


“Lambs Gambol” is continuing 
on a marked upbeat. Sunday (27) 
night’s session on NBC was carried 
by a couple of topflight comedy 
turns that surmounted the show’s 
lack of format. The idea of having 
Vinton Freedley, as emcee, search 
for a cast for his upcoming legit 
' production didn’t jell but this was 
completely overshadowed by Jackie 
Gleason’s and Bert Lahr’s solo per- 
formances. 

Gleason opened brightly with 
his accident skit from “Along Fifth 


ing his N. Y. bow on video, was 


| well-received. His humor is on the 


doses. Miss Berg’s story, however, | 


Avenue” which, except for a single | 


off-color line, was tailor-made for 
video. Carol Bruce, trom the same 


musical, also socked across a vocal | 


of “Louisiana Purchase. Domi- 
nating the show, however, was 
Bert Lahr who didn't. for a change, 
reprise his standard ‘Woodman, 
Spare That Tree” routine. Instead, 
he rendered a song satire on 
Schrafft’s that should curdle that 
restaurateur’s souffles. He top- 


| ped this later with a long but con- | 


sistently funny burlesque © skit 
about a_ semi-blind eye-doctor. 
Sketch plugging Maxwell House 
coffee was okay as such but Wil- 
liam Gaxton was wasted in it 


Milton Berle just keeps on roll- 
ing along. His “Texaco Star The- 
| atre” stint on NBC last Tuesday 
(22) was another virtuoso display 
of gagging, singing, hoofing and 
all-around high-jinks that has put 
Berle so far ahead of the video 
| parade. Teaming up with Ethel 
| Merman and film actor Keye Luke, 
he centralized a solid vaudeo lay- 
out. 

Miss Merman, in her video de- 
but, delivered a couple of numbers 
from her past musical hits in her 
usual energetic stvle. She was at 
her best, however, in a song-and- 
dance routine with Berle built 
around the novelty number, “It's 
Friendship.” [t was the hour's top 
item. The Luke-Berle duo, with 
Berle out-Chineseing his partner, 
was another smart bit with Berle 
toting the major burden. 

In a change of pace, session 
on warmly nostalgic note struck by 
the “Songwriters On Parade.” an 
aggregation of vet cleffers who 
delivered brief bits of their hit 
songs. It was similar to an act re- 
cently presented on “Toast of the 
Town.” but still packed plenty of 
entertainment value. Two other 
acts, the Los Gatos acrobats, and 
tap terper Teddy Hale were first- 
rate in their field. 





| Ed Sullivan put his best foot and 
,top talent forward Sunday (27) in 
his inaugural show for his new 
sponsor, Lincoln-Mercury. It was 
one of his strongest displays in 
weeks, with nary a weak spot 


dry side and his skating capers 
contributed toward a rewarding 
session. 

Although instrumental groups 
rarely make too much of a dent 
on tele audiences, King Cole Trig 
went over nicely, mainly on the 
strength of Nat Cole's vocalizing. 
Other members of the group 
provided a_ well-integrated back- 
ground. Another winner was Hal 
LeRoy. Closeups of his fancy foot- 
work gave the viewer a better in- 
sight into his fine-points. Other 
dance act, Fred and Susan Barry, 
just closed at the Copacabana, 
N. Y., similarly hit good reactions 
with applause-winning lifts and 
spins. The De Marco Sisters (5), 
coming over from the Fred Allen 


| show, hit their mark in a pair of 


songs. 

Lincoln - Mercury commercials 
are filmed. They’re comparatively 
unobtrusive, well-lighted and failed 
to slow up the show. John Wray’s 
dance direction of a six-girl line 
was easily caught, with the cameras 
confined to a comparatively small 
space. 


Peter Lorre was guest star on 
“The Arrow Show” Thursday (24) 
on NBC, in program’s new format 
of weekly guests since Phil Silvers 
quit as emcee. Lorre came into 
the program late, for its last com- 
edy sketch. The skit started off 
very well—with Lorre. of all 
things, in the role of a baby-sitter. 
But though Joey Faye and Jack 
Gilford were amusing as the 
babies, the skit went into a corny 
vaude pattern, and ended up rather 
lamely. Lorre’s presence, how- 
ever, was a hypo to the show and 
Lorre himself an asset 

Show continues in its rowdy 
burlesque routine, and is amusing 
enough on that basis There's 
variety enough for a_ half-hour, 
with three comedy skits, a singer, 
dancer and song trio for the pro- 
gram. The regular quartet of 
comedians—Jack Gilford, Joey 
Faye, Jack Diamond and Danny 
Dayton—works hard, and_ usually 
garners the laughs Thursday's 
sketches included a cute fireman’s 
skit, a funny apartment rent in- 
crease bit, and the baby-sitter se- 
quence. Betty George sang “My 
Heart Belongs to Daddy” neatly, 
the Mack Triplets warbled “Put 
Your Shoes On” persuasively, and 
Mavis Nims did a satisfactory tap 
routine. Start of Miss Nims’ turn, 
with the camera just showing full- 
length view of her shapely gams, 
was good tele. 


Actors Studio on ABC made an 
auspicious debut in its new time 
slot (Thurs., 8:30 p.m.) with “Con- 
cerning a Woman of Sin’ one of 
Ben Hecht's more stinging satires 
on Hollywood. The presentation 
captured the bite of the Hecht 
yarn and was endowed with hand- 
some production and some expert 
miming, : 

Story concerns an agent who 1s 
commissioned by a’ producer to 
buy a story at any price. The author 
turns out to be a nine-year old 
moppet. Tom Ewell as the agent 
tries to hide this aspect from the 
producer, and, faiting that, he at- 
tempts to blackmail the picture 
mogul into buying more yarns at 
stupendous sums. The agent and 
producer eventually wind up as 
violent psychopaths. 

Ewell put most of the comedy 
touch into the yarn, and he was 
abetted excellently by Iris Mann, 
Judson Laire, Jo Van Fleet, Clit- 
ford Sales, Lucil!e Patton and Mar- 
tin Balsam. Pa ing was Crisp an 
camera work ys good. 


Hub's Hur: & Strum Tribute 
Boston, March 29. 





WBZ-TV going all out in 
tribute to m an m, w.k. 
local entertainers “who are celebrat- 


ing their 25ti ann: show biz 
April 5. 

Station wili televise hour long 
show at 10 pm. Tuesday (5), with 
all Hub stations contributing tal: 
ent as a tribute to the two boys. 
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March 30, 1949 


VARIETY 


TELEVISION REVIEWS ~3il 





CENTER 
FRONT yn Maxwell, Maurice 
with The Striders, The Dun- 
. Frank Fontaine, emcee 
Favored Milton Douglas 
Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 
» AN DRUG STORES 
nUMONT, from New York 
(Stanton B. Fisher) . | 
nter” is easygoing | 
“Front Row Ce ep aemmgs | 
aught (25) it provided | 
jeasant viewing, the most | 
-e-catching being the tele debut | 
of flim actress Marilyn Maxwell. | 
r chirped “Powder Your Face | 
rth Sunshine” with zest and put. 
W r “Why Doesn't It Happen to | 
ona" with personality.- She’s got | 
what TV takes. 
Emcee Frank 





Fontaine, comes | 
j ssonator, had the studio | 
oe oce with him most of the) 
ro Mimic was at his best doing 
time. sweepstake winner routine. 
so he should get some fresh mate- | 
rial; one of his gags was the aged 
tale of the three turtles at a bar. 
In the dance cette _ 
ills, three tapsters, pleasec 
Deen fasby number. The Strid- 
ers, Negro male quartet, harmon- 
ized fairly on “Sheik of Araby. 
Wrapping it up neatly was Maurice 
Rocco, standing at the Steinway | 
and beating out a trio of tunes in 
poogie woogie tempo. Keyboard 
acts can drag, but there was 
nothing static about Rocco’s stint. 
Commercials and credits were 
presented palatably via drum 
majorets with placards. Bankroller | 
also used two vidpic plugs, for 
Rayve hair set and Dr. West tooth- 
brushes, intro-ing them with four- 
line verses. Bril. 


CHILDRENS’ CREATIVE THEA- 


TRE ; 
With Winifred Ward, Rita Criste, 
students 
Producers: Judith Waller, Duane 
Bogie, Reinald Werrenrath, Jr. 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 4 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNBQ, Chicago 
WNBQ’s mobile unit peeps into 
the Evanston’s Haven School stage 
where moppets aged nine to 14) 
put on creative playlets under the | 
direction of Northwestern Univ. 
dramatic prof Winifred Ward. Plot | 
outline is sketched by Rita Criste | 
to entire group. Volunteers then | 
put on the act, using a minimum 
of props and no costumes. | 


Show caught had youngsters | 
staging “The Shoemaker and the! 


THE BILLY BEAN SHOW 
With Arnold Stang, Billy Lou 
Watt, Harry Bellaver, Mort 
Stevens, Phil Tead 
Producer: Jeffrey Hayden 
Director: Sean Dillon 
Writer: George Loring 
30 Mins., Tues., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC-TV, from New York 
Arnold Stang, one of the top 
comedy stooges in radio, current- 
ly on the Henry Morgan and Milton 
Berle shows, is given his video 


showcase in this new ABC half-. 


hour situation comedy. But it does 
nothing either for Stang or for 
television. 

Stang follows the same pattern 
as his now standard Gerard radio 
characterization. But what goes 
for AM applies as well to this 
sight-and-sound projection of a 
comedian who can easily wear af- 
ter a few minutes. Long before 
the half-hour, the program bogged 
down with an assortment of stock 


| characters and _ situations usually 
| found in the milder B films. 


The fault is not wholly Stang’s, 
for he was handicapped by a help- 
less cript. He’s cast as a soda- 
jerker at the corner drugstore who 
is in love with the boss’ daughter 
who, in turn, is nuts about psy- 
chology and split personalities. 
The initial installment degenerated 
into some byplay about wrong size 
hats. All of which gives Stang a 
schizophrenia fixation which ties 
right in with the gal friend’s pho- 
bia. 

Maybe this idea could be funny, 
but it just came across as some- 
thing silly. Unfortunately, there 
was a self-consciousness about all 
the performers, as though every- 
one was cueing his lines and ac- 
tions to keep apace of the cameras 
instead of letting the cameras pick 
up their pace. It slowed the whole 
thing down to a walk. Rose. 


Leprechaun,” which tells the fairy 
story of how the leprechaun takes 
over the cobbler’s shop and dishes 
out rewards to good people and 
punishments to bad ones. 

These fresh-faced tykes really 


throw themselves into the act with | 
unawareness Of | 


almost complete 
the camera. Show is undoubtedly 
a tribute to charm and talent of 
Misses Ward and Criste. Kids 
show exceptional stage presence, 
including ability to think out the 
lot as it proceeds. Camera work 
s effective. 


SHOW BUSINESS, INC. 
With Danton Walker, 


Bert Wheeler, Martha Wright 
Producer: Martin Jones 
| Director: Ralph Nelson 
30 Mins.; Wed., 8 p.m, 
_ Sustaining 
NBC, from N, Y. 


N. Y. Daily News Broadway col- 
umnist Danton Walker, who had 
some ill-fated video starts with a 
pair of shows emanating in cafes, 
has a format worth developing in 
“Show Business, Inc.” He’s at- 
tempting to recreate some of the 
theatrical highlights of past sea- 
sons with those that made the orig- 
‘inal scenes memorable. It’s a laud- 
able idea, but one that’s extreme- 
ly difficult to carry out. 

For example, Bert Wheeler, who 
told a cute yarn in the “Follies of 
1924,” found himself telling an old- 
hat yarn for present day needs. 
Florence Reed’s classic rendition 
of the sleepwalking scene from 
“Macbeth,” proved too static for 
video. Peggy Wood told of her role 
in “Bitter Sweet” and _ introed 
Martha Wright for a rendition of 
“Vll See You Again,” which went 
askew. Another departure from the 
format came with Phil Regan’s up- 
to-date warbling. 

_As things stand at the moment, 
“Show Business, Inc.” stacks up as 
another vaudeo show despite the 
legit highlights, and pace is too 
slow to compete with the estab- 
lished vaudeo presentations. 

Naturally, Walker is working un- 
der a handicap, since he must fit 
his memorabilia to conform with 
those performers who are avail- 
able. Even so, selection and pres- 
entation of the material wasn’t too 
showmanly. Walker’s narration was 
not too vivid, and although he pre- 
sents a polished mien, the pacing 
and routining aren’t happily gaited. 

Show’s settings were good. High- 
light was in Miss Reed’s scene, 
wherein backlighting was used 
with pinpoint illumination for fa- 
cial features. There was an eerie 
effect that enchanced the dramatic 
values of this scene. Jose. 





TWO BIDS FROM DALLAS 
Dallas, March 29. 

| Application for two video outlets 

ihas been made to the FCC by W. 

_W. Lechner, who is doing business 

|as the Lechner Television Co. 

| One of the outlets would be built 

| here and the other in Houston. 


‘SO YOU WANT TO LEAD A 


Florence | 
| Reed, Peggy Wood, Phil Regan, | With Sammy Kaye Orch, Guests 





,ish in leading the orch. 


BAND? 


Producer-Director: Vic McLeod 
30 Mins.; Sunday, 7 p.m. 
Sustaining 

NBC-TV, N. Y. 


Starter in agseries of “audition” 
programs for NBC-TV, Sammy 
Kaye’s “So You Want to Lead a 
Band?” revealed a certain funda- 
mental appeal in its teeoff over 
the weekend. 
spot is being used for the tryouts.) 
Kaye’s stunt, which he has heen 
performing in theatres, hotels and 


ballrooms for some years, has mem- | 


bers of the audience volunteering 
to test their batoning ability in 
front of Kaye’s orch, and there’s 
no doubt that it can get its share 
of amusement. 

The trouble with this type of 
show, however, is that it can have 
too fundamental an appeal. It cer- 
tainly is not for the sophisticates— 
nor is it intended to be—especially 
with some of those apparently 
slanted gags, queries and replies 
last Sunday (27) between the in- 


terrogator (Kave) and the con- 
testants. 
A Baltimore businessman won 


Kaye’s Sunday contest with some- 
thing resembling professional pol- 
His prizes 


‘comprised assorted items such as 


| judge on the rostrum. 


a TV set, luggage, etc. Other con- 
testants comprised a femme secre- 
tary from the Bronx, an 11-year 
old boy, a femme newlywed and a 


chef in an Englewood, N. J... 
saloon. The latter seemed to be 
some sort of a humorist. but 


the gagging—including the jokes— 
seemed pre-arranged. An ap- 
plause-meter, with the audience as 
the judge, determines the winner. 


Kave hamiled the show well 
enough, though he got himself 
into some verbal difficulties to- 


wards the close. And he was fiirt- 
ing with dangerous talk when deal- 
ing with the gal who had been wed 
just the day before. That may be 
okay for the hotel danceries, but 
not for TViewers. 

The show was broken up some- 
what by vocals from two of Kaye’s 
featured singers, Don Cornell and 
Laura Leslie, and some singing by 
the Kaydets, members of the band. 
Kyle MacDonnell gave the show 
considerable visual appeal as a 
Kahn, 





Omaha—Don Keough, freshman 


law student at Creighton Univer- 


sity, has been announced winner 
of the WOW Television Scholar- 
ship given each semester. 


(The Sunday 7-7:30) 


' stand. 


AIDA 


‘With Arture Toscanini and NBC 


Symph; Herva Nelli, Eva Gus- 
tavson, Teresa Stitch Randall, 
Richard Tucker, Giuseppe Val- 
dengo, Norman Scott, Denis 
Harbour, Virginio Assandri; Rob- 
ert Shaw chorus 

Producer: Don Gillis 

Director: Douglas Rodgers 

90 Mins.; Sat. (26), 6:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC-TV, from N.Y. 


NBC-TV’s simulcast pickup of 
Arturo Toscanini’s presentation of 
“Aida” Saturday (26) was un- 
doubtedly the best, videowise, yet 
done, Entire preduction evidenced 
both a thorough knowledge of the 
musie on the part of TV director 
Douglas Rodgers and concentrated 
pre-broadcast rehearsal. 

Question still remains, of course, 
whether the TV pickup added any- 
thing to the radio broadcast, since 
in an hour-and-a-half program, the 
sight of the conductor, orch and 
soloists might have become wear- 
ing. But, even though the singers 
were not costumed for their oper- 
atic roles and sang without action, 
the added impact lent to the broad- 
cast by the fact viewers were able 
to watch them compensated for 
any lack of movement. And, too, 
that. TV picture of Toscanini in 
action, which even the studio 
audience never gets a chance to 


see, was well worth the added 
effort. 

Unlike the four previous TV 
pickups of the’ NBC symph, the 
cameras Saturday concentrated 


more on the singers than they did 
on the maestro or orchestra. The 
usual trick camera effects, includ- 
ing super-impositions, were kept to 
a minimum, which was all to the 
good. With the soloists grouped 
in a semi-circle around the mac- 
stro, Rodgers was forced to cut 
from one to the other instead of 
trying to include them all in a 
single shot. Fact that he was able 
to cut to each one at just the right 
moment, and also pick up which- 
ever section of the orch was. play- 
ing at a certain time, pointed up 
the overall quality of the produc- 
tion. 

Those between-acts shots of 
Toscanini wiping his brow offstage 
made for good human interest. One 
of the few mistakes — and it was 
trivial—was the spotting of Teresa 


Stitch Randall as_ the priestess. 
She was supposedly singing off 


stage, so that most oi her face was 
hidden behind part of the — 
Stal. 
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why WOR sells more 
at less cost 
to more people 


than any other station 








of equal power 


in America today 


mutual | 





1 m Because WOR’s base rate has not changed since 1939. 
Yet, the number of people able to hear WOR, has increased 
by 1,723,000 during the daytime and 1,833,000 during the 
nighttime since 1940. 





2. Because WOR repeatedly provokes results for as low 
as 1/12th of 1-cent per impact. 


3. Because WOR can sell an advertiser’s product or serv- 


ice to the majority of 36,000,000 people in 430 counties in 


18 states, at the second lowest cost per thousand homes 
reached of any station of equal power in the United States. 


4. Because WOR is heard by more people during the day 
and during the night, than any other station in America. 


5. Because WOR carries more—and more complete— 


news programs than any station in America. And because 
twice as many people prefer to listen to this station’s news- 
casts than to those of the next highest-ranking major news 
station in New York. . 
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U.S. Stations Burn at Canadian 


Tour Bur 


Large number of U. S. stations‘ 


are sizzling because of a series of 
transcribed shows produced by the 
Canadian Travel Bureau to hypo 
the trek of American tourists and 
the flow of vacationers’ dollars 
northward across the border. 
Reason for the burn is that the 
Canadian bureau is asking the US. 
broadcasters to carry the airers 
cuffo, at the same time that it is 
devoting big coin for ads in Amer- 
ican newspapers and magazines. 
Besides kicking to the Canadians, 
the stations have carried their beef 
to the National Assn. of Broadcast- 
ers. which is looking into the sit- 
uation 
Typical of the stations’ reactions 
is a letter from WLBR, Lebanon, 
Pa.. to the Canadian public rela- 
tions counsel. WLBR says, “We 


eatt Cuffo Time Bid 





can only conclude that there is an | 


assumption that American broad- 
casters are suckers or that their 
facilities are deemed worthless by 
comparison with newspapers. if 
radio is considered worthless, we 
are puzzled as to why it would 
even be requested.” 


Public Service Problems 
Faced by Indies to Be 
Aired at N. Y. Confab 


A conference on public service 
problems faced by indies will be 
held at WQXR, New York, April 6, 
with reps of 40 charitable organi- 
zations invited. Confab was called 
by a subcommittee of the NAB’s 
Non-Affiliated Stations Committee, 
headed by Ted Cott, v.p. of WNEW, 
ay 2 

Issues to be covered include: 
overlapping of various drives; allo- 
cation of cuffo time; improvement 
of program material offered indies; 
exclusive shows for the _ indies; 
feeds for the indies on pooled net- 
work airers; and greater indie rep- 
resentation on radio committees of 
the charities. 

The public service groups will 
be told that the NAB group has 
lined up 400 stations who will air 
plattered shows if they will be of- 
fered on an exclusive basis. 

















M-G-M— 


"On an Island with You" 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, 8:30 E.S.T, 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 











Geo. Abbott’s TV Show 


George Abbott’s first television 
show. an informal variety stanza, 
will be presented Sunday night 
(3) in the 7-7:30 p.m. slot by NBC- 
TV. If the reaction is satisfactory 
it may be continued as a weekly 
series. 

Show will star Hugh Martin and 
the cast will include singers, Betty 
George and Jack Gray, with Kaye 
Ballard as guest and Butterfly Mc- 
Queen as comedy stooge. Harold 
Smith Prince will direct. 


DELAY WLW-C PREEM; 
STAFF IS AUGMENTED 


Columbus, March 29. 

WLW-C, Crosley’s video station 
here missed its target date for | 
commercial operations which had 
been designated as March 27. Sta- 
tion showed its first test pattern | 
on March 21 but delays in con- | 
struction of twin microwave relay 





| towers at Mechanicsburg, O., some 


| 40 miles west of here, by which 
| programs from 


WLW-T, Cincin- 


| nati, were to be boosted to Colum- | 


bus via WLW-D, Dayton, caused 
postponement of commercial op- 
erations until next Sunday (3). 

Transmitter here was ready, 
however, so rather than continue 
test patterning for another week, 
James Leonard, general manager, | 
ran in two films on Sunday (27). 

Three more additions have been 
announced to the staff. Richard 
Rider, formerly video producer for 
WBKB, Chicago, has been named 
production manager. Walter Ja- 
cobs has been transferred from the 
Crosley “mother” station, WLW-T, 
to take over as junior program pro- 
ducer. George Henderson is the 
new sales manager. 


KLAC Kidgloves Disks 
By WB Exec’s Son’ 


Hollywood, March 29. 

Definite programming schedule 
has been laid down at KLAC for 
platters by Johnny Bradford, only | 
wax artist to get such preferential 
treatment. Announcers have been 
advised that biscuits are to be 
played at specified times twice 
daily, and to be preceded by the | 
announcement: “Presenting the 
popular RCA-Victor recording ar- | 
tist of the east—Johnny Bradford.” 

Singer is the son of Col. Nathan 
Levinson, veepee of Warner Bros.. 
which has_ purchased KLAC, | 





KLAC-TV and KYA, Frisco, sub- |, 


ject to FCC approval. 





Des Moines—Bill Creighton has | 
been named account exec for | 
KIOA. He was formerly sports di- 


rector and account exec of KCBC.| will reserve at least one, command | WRC, WRC-FM, and WNBW, the 











WHLI 


The Long Island Story 


Listening Audience 


24.4 





Network Station A. 


26.0 























Network Station B . . . . . . . «18.4 
Network Station C . . . . . . . 10.7 
Network Station D . . . .... 98 
eo ke oo cue gig ig 
Source: Conlan, January, 1949, Daytime. Hempstead, Long Island. 


WHLI 


Hempstead, Long Island, New York 
Elias I. Godofsky, President 


“The Voice of Long Island” 


' supervision. 


|outdoor locations in 
|other European countries. 
ithe reasons for making pix abroad | 


WOR’s 206 Chevalier 















Asher-Alsop 


Continued from page 27 ga 


starting as soon as contracts are 
inked so the series can tee off in 
September on NBC's eastern net- 
work, with possible kinescoping 
for other affiliated stations around 
the country. 
William Craig, 
P. & G.’s tele department, and Gil | 
Ralston, P. & G. exec producer, | 
will be in charge of production | 


Also taking part in negotiations | 
is Stuart Ludlum, Compton’s as- 
sistant director of radio-tele. 


| P.& G. firms using telepix will be | 


Ivory, Duz and Crisco. Majority 
of the pix are to be made in Holly- 
wood, although Asher will utilize | 
Italy and| 
One of 


is that they can be made cheaper 
and natural outdoor lighting is 
said to be far superior to studio 
lamps. 





Sale for 13-Wk. Pickup; 
Co-op a la Fashion Mags 


“This Is Paris,” Mutual co-op 
starring Maurice Chevalier, will} 
debut tomorrow (Thurs.) at 10 p.m. 
(EST) introducing to radio the) 
many-sided merchandising tech-| 
niques of the fashion mags. 

Capitalizing on the fame of Paris 
as a style centre, the show is 
pitched toward sponsorship by de- 
partment and specialty stores as 
“tirst a fashion promotion, second 
a radio show.” Local bankrollers 
are provided with weekly promo-'! 
tion bulletins that list the mer-| 
chandise featured on the show by |! 
guest fashion experts, so that they | 
can be plugged via newspaper and | 
radio ads, window and interior dis- | 





| plays and elevator cards, as well as | 


in the local sponsor's cut-in. 
Backers already pacted, accord- 
ing to Bert Hauser, MBS co-op 
director, include Hecht’s, in Wash- 
ington; Kaufman’s, Pittsburgh; and 
the French National Tourist Office 
and the French Line, in New York. | 
Latter is plunking down $20,000 
for a 13-week WOR pickup. 
“Paris” will originate in the 


Cafe de la Paix and will be tape 
recorded. It’s the first time a regu- | 
| lar weekly airer is being prepared | 
overseas by Americans for U. S.| 
audiences. Music is provided by a} 
Paul | 


30-piece orch batoned by 
Baron. Bill Robson and Sam Pierce 
are writing and directing, with 
Ray Morgan producing. Guests on 


the preem will be Yves Montand, | Palace, spots. 


French crooner; actor Claude 
Dauphin; Marjorie Dunton, fashion 
expert; and Gaumont Lanvin, 
stylist. 








| through 
|and spots for Reed and Barton! 


Inside Television 


Secret of successful daytime telecasting is the program's ability to 
get inside the family circle and thus make commercials powerful pe. 
cause they are personal endorsements. Humboldt Greig, assistant qj. 
rector of DuMont tele network, Chicago, believes that stations already 
on commercial basis could get into the black by filling out daytime 
|hours. Reasons given were: (1) TV audience is ready to be entertaineg 
/at that time; (2) daytime operations spread out the obsolescence casts 


manager of and (3) daytime shows may lack glamour and high ratings, but they 


ove the sponsors’ merchandise better. 
The mail response for Chi DuMont net commercial offers is higher 
than the Hooper and Pulse ratings for those shows, proving that either 


| the surveys are inaccurate or TV selling power is greatly underestj. 


mated. DuMont experience has been that a well selected cast for day. 
time soap operas can operate without rehearsals, thus cutting program 
costs radically. 





Pointing up the way a newspaper-owned television station can use its 
advertising columns to plug TV, the Baltimore Sun now runs TV “syc. 
cess story” ads, telling about successful advertising over WMAR-Ty 
Balto, on the back page of the paper each Saturday morning and 
evening. Ads are reprinted in the Monday papers. 

Featured in the copy are the name of the advertiser, the agency plac- 
ing the account and some testimonial by the advertiser regarding his 
increased sales as a result of TV. Illustrative of the testimonials js 
one from the Century Shoe Repairing Shops, which declares: “Our 
television advertising has been placed exclusively with WMAR-TV and 
has been responsible for more favorable comments and direct results 
than any other medium of advertising that we have ever used.” 





Milt Katins, conducting a small supplementary chorus and orchestra 
to background Arturo Toscanini’s simulcast presentation of “Aida” 
Saturday (26) via NBC, was forced to get his cues from Toscanini from 
a television receiver set up for that purpose. 

Katins’ crew was stationed offstage, out of sight of both Toscy and 
the studio audience. Katins thus followed the maestro’s baton from 
his TV set. Similar procedure is followed on the ‘Philco Television 
Playhouse” Sunday nights via NBC-TV. Orch is conducted from a 
third-floor studio, with the play originating from a studio on NBC’s 
eighth floor. 





For the first time a video client, Canada Dry, is using a closed circuit 
telecast to beat the drums for a show. The soft drink outfit will use 
ABC-TV facilities this afternoon (Wed.) to link company officials and 
distributors in eight cities to explain promotional plans for its sponsor- 
ship’ of the first half hour of “Super Circus.” Tele, it’s felt, may end 
the need for costly conventions. 


New Tele Business | COLUMBUS DUE FOR NET 
— PROGRAMMING OCT. 1 


Chicago , 
WNBQ,. Chi, announced station | Columbus, March 29. 
breaks for Benrus Watch Co. for Network television programs 
52 weeks through J. D. Tarcher, will be fed to Columbus stations 
agency. beginning Oct. 1 from the 40th 
WBKB. Chi, announced sale of floor of the LeVeque - Lincoln 
Telenews with narrator John Dun-| Tower, tallest building in the city, 
ham to Courtesy Motors; telecasts officials of American Telephone 
for Balaban Floor Covering and Telegraph Co. announced 
Irving Rocklin agency; earlier this month. 
seaaaee A leg of the east-west coaxial 
+ ray ti a So. | cable is being built from Toledo 
through Gever Newell & Ganger to Dayton. Network programs will 
agency, and Liggett & Meyers To- be sent out of Dayton to Cincin- 
bacco through Newell - Emmet| ati and to Columbus via a mi- 
agency. jcro - wave relay system. AT&T 
WEWS-TV, Cleveland; Reddi- | needed a tower at this terminal 
|Wip, Whole-Sum, Harburger’s | PO!t and by leasing the entire 
Jewelry, Immerman and Sons, Mil- 40th floor of the LeVeque-Lincoln, 


mar, Inc.; all participation; RKO 500 feet above the street, filled its 
needs for a high point at which 


the network waves can be picked 
| up from a tower to be built be- 
tween here and Dayton. A similar 
arrangement, it is understood, will 











McAndrew’s D. C. Upping 


Washington, March 29. 





Canada 


Continued from page 27 











perhaps a second, for CBC’s own 
use. 


_The choice of the four prospec- | 
tive independents in the Toronto | 


area will be granted to a private 


organization “giving adequate as- | 


means and 
said Revenue Minister 


surance of financial 
service,” 
| McCann, 
| Controlling television as it does 
radio, the CBC will immediately 
establish television production cen- 
ters and transmitting stations in 
_Toronto and Montreal and then 
build up a trans-Canada network— 
but the Toronto and Montreal sta- 
| tions will not be in operation for 
_ another year or 18 months, accord- 
Ing to Davidson Dunton, CBC gen- 
eral manager. 

“It will also be some time before 
there are enough receiving sets in 
Canada for television license fees 
and commercial revenues to cover 
costs of programming and opera- 
tions,” said Dr. McCann. 





Long to Sell 1% KVIC 
Victoria, Tex., March 29. 
J. G. Long, vet theatre circuit op- 
| erator and owner and operator of 


KVIC here, has applied to the FCC | 


for authority to sell one-half in- 
| terest of the Rect to a group of 
Six new stockholders for i 
of $190,000. —— 
Name of the licensee would be 
changed from Radio Enterprises, 
" to KVIC Broadcasting Co., 





Monahans, Tex. — Larry Sheer, 
commercial manager of KVKM 


| here, has resigned his post to join 
‘the staff of KNTC, Borstow, Cal. 


William R. McAndrew, assistant | Dayton and Cincinnati. 
,to NBC vice prexy Frank M. = 
| (Scoop) Russell here, was upped 
| last week to general manager of | 
| 

















“NOVEL” 
Gazette, 
Janesville, Wis. 


the web’s three ‘outlets here— | 


| video station. 
| George Y. Wheeler was promot- | 
ed from Washington director of | 
programs to assistant general man- 
ager of the three stations. Eu- 
gene Juster, former program man- 
ager for WRC, took over top pro- 
gramming job for the three sta- 
|tilons. George Sandefer, business 
| manager for WNBW, became busi- 
| ness manager for the three stations 
| and also took over control of 
| Washington personnel matters. _| 





For Ivory Flakes 
CBS, Mon. thru Fri. 
2:45-3 P.M, 


With JOHN K. M. McCAFFERY 
Written and Directed by 
ADDISON SMITH 
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| “You're lucky the fish didn’t have Wheaties for breakfast, too!” 
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Hollywood, March 29. 
E. Levy, sales manager 


Station 2UC, Sydney. Aus- 
. sserted last week that it 
alla Ne about a year before Aus- 
vould see their first television 
os Station allocations are 
program ¢ behind England's, but 

i, situation is expected to be 
Oe died within the next 12 
oor Levy said. Levy is in 
peer for the first time, com- 
a American broadcasting fa- 
rites with Australia’s. . 

speedup in allocations will re- 

it from new control board, simi- 
“ to the FCC, appointed March 
r Three-man board, appointed 
re seven-year terms, will do the 
allocating formerly done by Aus- 
tralia’s postmaster general. Job 
yas too big for one man to handle, 
ievy said, so the government ap- 
pointed the new board. 

Radio and teevee continue to 
follow America’s lead in Australia. 
Country has 136 stations, of which 
44 are government controlled and 


evening show is the commercial 
“Aystralian Amateur Hour,” based 
on the Major Bowes airer, Levy 


soap operas, Which are known in 
station runs 12 every weekday 


morning between 9 a.m. and noon 
—one every 15 minutes. 


(CHESTER TO TRY PEDDLE 
HS RADIO SONGS IN U.S. 


London, March 29. 


Charlie Chester, topranking BBC 
comic, lesves for America on the 





agent, Sidney Grace, and their 
wives. Object is to sell some of 
the songs Chester has written (he 


Channel One Permittee 
Loses Out at FCC When 
It Forgets to Seek Sub 


Washington, March 29. 
The only original television 





102 are commercial. Most popular | 


said, Day-time top-raters are the | 


Australia as “drip dramas.” Levy’s | 


Queen Elizabeth April 6, with his. 


writes all his songs for his broad- | 
casts), and look over Broadway | 
plays, in case they find one suit- | 


permit holder for channel one, 
|which was eliminated from the 
video band last year, was left high 
/and dry by a decision of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
|last week. Failure of KARO of 
| Riverside, Cal., to put in a request 
|for a substitute frequency when it 
/had the chance was the basis for 
the action. Efforts of the company 
to get into television since have 
been likewise fruitless. 

The Commission dismissed the 
firm’s request for special tempo- 
rary authority to construct a video 
station on channel six in San 
Bernardino. In view of partially 
completed hearings on San Diego 
cases, FCC said, no useful purpose 
could be served by accepting the 
application. 

Application of KARO for use of 
channel 13 in Los Angeles, FCC 
said, would be in conflict with 
KLAC-TY which uses the fre- 
quency. However, the Commission 
said KARO was free to file an ap- 
plication and is entitled to a hear- 
'ing, but such a procedure, it was 
believed, would be futile. 





‘ABC to Have 2 Studios 


| In Breneman Building 


Hollywood, March 29. 

ABC network here will have two 
new standard broadcast studios by 
May 1. 
the Tom Breneman building which 
is under long term -lease to Paul 
Kalmanovitz. Latter is also build- 
ing a television studio on the same 
site. 

Broadcast studios are being built 
where the bowling alleys once were 
and teevee studio replaces the 
restaurant’s kitchen which is no 
longer in use. Each studio will 
seat 300 persons. ABC has first 
option on the AM broadcast rooms 
but the teevee space is open to all, 


graph studios. 


Studios are being built in| 


Pitt’s Steely Gabber 


Pittsburgh, March 29. 

Steve Ross is something of 
an iron man as well as a phe- 
nomenon in local radio cir- 
cles. On WHOD, in Home- 
| stead, he works as an an- 
| mouncer from 1 p.m. until 
| sign-off at sundown and then 
| heads for the steel mills where 

he puts in a full eight-hour 
| shift. 
| Ross learned how to an- 
| hounce by practicing over his 
| wWife’s hearing aid, connected 
| to a phonograph with a vac- 
| uum cleaner cord. 











Link NwAld. Radio 


~ To Canada Chain 


Toronto, March 29. 
With Newfoundland (pop. 300.- 
000) voting to become Canada’s 


10th Province, the Federal union 
will see the merging of the public 
Broadcasting Corp. of Newfound- 
land with that of the national sys- 
tem of Canada, it was stated over 
the weekend by A. Davidson Dun- 
ton, chairman of the Canadian 
| Broadcasting Corp. 
| This island-gateway on the east 
| Atlantic and site of Anglo-Ameri- 
can air bases has three government 
stations which, under the Union 
terms, will form the new New- 
foundland region of the CBC and 
all facilities and staffs will be 
taken over. 

Preparations are under way for 
the setting up of network connec- 
tions between the Newfoundland 
stations and the rest of the CBS 
system, said Dunton. At present, 
trans-Canada network service is 
carried by land lines as far east 
as Sydney, Nova Scotia. 
with Newfoundland, it will now be 
necessary to radio relay across Ca- 


| bot Strait to Port aux Basques and 
| from there by telegraph land lines 
ito present Newfoundland stations. 


This will make it possible for na- 


presumably because ABC will have | tional trans-Canada service to be | | 
ample room for video with its Vita-| broadcast direct to the new Prov-|fudge are for juve shows and | 
|ince and for programs from New- those for frosting mix will be for | turing human-interest stories will 


TQ link | 





‘More Listenable’ Sunday Mass Apne 
Angle, New WTOP Audience Hypoes 





Racing Form Bankrolls 
WMGM Daily Track Digest 


New York’s 196-day racing sea- 
son which gets underway Friday 
(1) at the Jamaica track will be 
| digested daily in a half-hour show 
| bankrolled by the Daily Racing 
| Form over WMGM, N. Y. Stanza 
| will be grooved in the 6:30-7 p.m. 
| Slot. ‘ 

Turf layout was evolved through 
special arrangement with the N. Y. 
Racing Assn. Format will utilize 
tape-recorded descriptions of main 
events spieled by Fred Capossela, 
official announcer for the track 
associations. Interviews with vari- 
ous jockeys and officials will also 
be woven in the airer. 


Collins Rejoining KALI? 
With Hubby—Wifey Stint 


Salt Lake City, March 29. 

Al (Jazzbo) Collins leaves the 
platter-table of indie KNAK to re- 
join Mutual’s KALL April 1. He 
jumps his monthly take from $800 
to a rumored $1,100, upper bracket 
pay for this inland region. He 
was with KALL two years ago be- 
fore joining KNAK. KALL is the 
kingpin in the Intermountain 20- 
station network. 

For the first time he'll attempt | 
‘a hubby-wifey stint from his | 
kitchen three-quarters of an hour 








| 


| 
| 
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Washington, March 29. 

Accent on mass appeal and on 
the local angle characterizes a re- 
shuffling of the Sunday schedule 
of WTOP, 50,000-watt local CBS 
outlet. This is the most tangible 
evidence to date of the policy of 
the Washington Post, station’s new 
Owners, and of manager John 
Hayes. 

Salient feature of the new sched- 
ule is the addition of a half-hour 
to WTOP’s Sunday lineup, the 
shifting in time of eight programs, 
and the addition of six airers. 
Touted as an “improved” schedule 
to make the station’s Sabbath offer- 


ings “more listenable to more 
people,” program director Hazel 
Kenyon Markel announced the 


changes and put them into effect 
last Sunday (27). Mrs. Markel, 
said to be the sole femme holding 
the top programming spot on any 


| 50,000 watter, took over her new 
| job about a fortnight ago, when 


she was upped from director of 
education and community service. 


Programs added include “Top 
Pop Concert,” based on the “Bos- 
ton Pops” type of music, and “Top 
Serenade,” a half-hour of Guy 
Lombardo recorded musie aired at 
12:30 p.m. Latter, inserted be- 
cause of findings of CBS research 
boys, who tabbed it as the air 
waves’ most universally liked band 
crowds out “People’s Platform,” 
which is picked up from the web 
for delayed broadcast at 11:15 p.m. 


Other highlights of the re-sched- 
uling include “live” net broadcasts 


daily from 8:15 to 9 a.m. week- | for four shows, instead of delayed 
days in a format called ‘Cookin’ | broadcasts, and a move from 7:30 


With Collins.” 


Sweet Spots | 

Basch Radio-TV Productions has 

| transcribed minute spots and chain 
break announcements for 





four | 


| Sweets Co. of America products. | 
Spots for Tootsie Rolls, pops and | featuring disk-jockey 


| to 7 a.m. for a station oldie, Elder 


Solomon Lightfoot_Michaux’ hour- 
long Negro revival meeting. 





Detroit—C. F. Smith chain gro- 


'cery, through F. Tandy Co., pur- 


chased “Reflection in the Looking 
Glass” new 15-minute commentary 
Ross Mul- 
holland on WXYZ. Program fea- 





=2 











able for the radio comic to star in| ABC is currently airing 15 shows | foundland to be carried to the rest |women’s programs. Moselle & | run Mondays through Fridays for 
in London. ‘weekly from Breneman’s. of Canada. ‘Eisen is the agency. 13 weeks. 
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will start April 4) 


Thanks... One and All! 


First, 


WOWIE, Mr. Smith! 


UNIQUE TOYS... : 


Then, 


MASON CANDY... 


COLGATE 


Has Joined Them in Sponsoring Our 


HOWDY DOODY SHOW 


on the NBC Television Network 


(Agency is Ted Bates, Inc. Sponsorship, Tuesdays and Thursdays for Colgate Dental Creem, 
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crystal clear, the effect profound- 
ly moving. 

The three segments—each a 
one-act drama—were, first, the 
story of teen-age Austrian youths, 
orphaned by the war, who were | 
brought back to society from an 
outlaw existence by an American 
haplain; second, the saga of | 
Ehinese peasants, ravaged by war) 
and inflation, who were saved) 
from a malarial epidemic by medi- | 
cal missionaries; and, last, the| 
tragedy of a Latvian couple, sepa- 
rated and pressed into forced la- 
bor camps i the Nazis, who were 
finally re-united and resettled on a 
Nebraska farm. Each was a dra- 
matic gem and so convincingly 
layed that the listener was not 
re the leads were top Holly- 
wood names—Gregory Peck, Ida 
Lupino and Robert Montgomery. 


Quentin Reynolds’ narration, 
| ry by the war correspondent’s 
rst-hand observations, was in- 
formal and direct, a  firstrate 
merger of the written and the 
spoken word. Original music, 
composed and _ conducted by 
Nathan Kroll, aided the total im- 
act. And particularly powerful 
oa the finale: setting the words of 
Matthew to the music of Bach. 
he epilog was a brief address by 
resident Truman, pointing out 
that people suffering from war and 
tyranny cannot be helped through 
the channels of government alone. 
It was unfortunate that this 
roadcast was attacked by one re- 
gious organization, opposed to its | 
aims, which wired networks and| 
local stations carrying it to de- 
mand equal time to answer it. 
There was little, if anything, con- 
troversial about it. It was, as the) 
title had it, “One Great Hour.” | 
Bril. | 
| 
AVE YOU FORGOTTEN | 
ith Lee Vines 
riters: Frederick Freed, George | 
Roosen | 
Producer: D. Gordon Graham | 
Director: Freed 
5 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 11:15 p.m. | 
ustaining 
CBS, N. Y. 
Lee Vines’ 15-minute session at) 
the turnable represents an inter- 
esting approach to playing the old- 
ies through tying them in with in- | 
dents of the past. When caught 
riday (25), the announcer turned 
disk jockey recalled the “golden 
age of sports” cirea 1934, which 
boasted Bobby Jones, Red Grange, 
Bill Tilden, et al. This proved a 
eg on which to dust off Dinah 
hore’s “Somebody Loves Me.” 
Vines’ nostalgic recordings along | 
with his smooth, explanatory com- | 
ments makes for a quiet, restful | 
session in contrast to the stridency 
of many of the band remotes at 
this pre-midnight hour. His tune | 
—_—_—_—_—_——— 
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|; price and suggested that the 


| 





selections are evidently made with 
an eye to the sweet side for most 
of the arrangements used fell in 
that category. Show of this type 
shou!d develop a following. Gilb. 


PPE EPEFE EPEC SEFEHFOOSS 


Followup Comment ; 
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Goodman and Jane Ace continue 
to rate a lofty niche all their own. 
Listeners are rarely let down with 
their display of zany humor. On 
their CBS stanza last week, where- 
in the Aces attempt to marry off 
“Goody's” mother-in-law to a com- 
patable hypochondriac, was pro- 
ductive of more chuckles than the 
usual run of domestic comedy. 
That display had an unusually high 
quota of literate humor. 

Goodman Ace, who also writes the 
show, is recognized as one of the 
top scripters on the air. This show 
doesn’t provide a counter-argu- 
ment. 








Down Easters 
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cast advertising director, told the 
confab that newspapers have been 
losing circulation and ads and that 
a whole new generation of agency 
men has been sold on the power 
of the broadcast word. He added 
that 94.2% of the American people 
have radios and that family listen- 
ing time is now up to five-and- 
three-fourths hours daily. 

Because the nation is in a buy- | 
ers’ market, Mitchell declared, re- 
tailers are finding it necessary to 
go into radio heavily, in order to) 
move their heavy inventories. In 
addition, he reported, movement 
of population from cities to subur- 


ban areas, away from the influence |, 


of newspapers, has increased the 
importance of radio. 

Attacking the transcription libra- 
ries,. Milton Meyers, head of 
WWCO, Waterbury, said that sta- 
tions should be able to buy libra- 


iries outright instead of renting 


them. He scored the fact that the 
services are similar in content and 
broadcasters go into the transcrip- 
tion business as a-group. He pro- 
posed that, if necessary, the radio 
industry buy one or more tran- 
scription outfits in order to sell 
libraries outright to broadcasters. 

seein came manana 


ABC's Spot Sales | 
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‘net feels obligated to provide its 


affiliates with good programs,” 
Grabhorn explains. “If these cost 
more than they bring in, they still 
cost us much less than if we had to 
foot the whole bill. If the tab for 
one program, the Abbott and Cos- 
tello show, came out of the pro- 
gram budget instead of the co-op 
budget, we’d show a profit.” (The 


te, 


| 
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WILMINGTON 
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PENNA. 
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WGAL 


LANCASTER 
PENNA, | 
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STEINMAN 


Clair R. McCollough, Managing Director 


STATIONS 


Represented by ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES 


Chicago $an Francisco 





New York Los Angeles 





‘ops enable ABC to give its affili- 


| up about $4,500,000 additional 







web may drop A & C, who get up- 
wards of $300,000 a year.) 


In short, Grabhorn reasons, co- 


ates relatively expensive shows 
with big names which otherwise | 
the net would find economically un- | 
profitable. Further, the co-ops give 
outlets the opportunity of picking 





revenue. ABC's co-ops, he adds, 
are skedded in periods which local | 


} 
| 
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market except its own. Without 
mentioning Zenith by name, he 


said that the addition of UHF chan- 


nels will not affect service on the 
present 12 channels. “I think,’ 
Coy declared, “the question of 
obsolescence of television receivers 
is something of a tempest in a 
teapot. I do not think that anyone 
buying a television set today has 
had a fraud perpetrated upon, 
them.” 

Pinning his remarks on how any 
FCC action on the UHF’s might 
affect Baltimore viewers, Coy said: 
“If I lived in Baltimore I would 
have no hesitancy today in buying 
a television receiver. I would not 
wait until the FCC had decided 
what they were going to do about 
the UHF, because that may be 
some time off. More than that, 
the time to develop transmitters | 
and new receivers after such a; 
decision is made means that a con- 
siderable length of time will have 
elapsed before I could get any, 
service from a UHF station. I: 
would buy a television receiver | 
today because of the many worth- | 
while programs now available on! 
television; I would want to enjoy | 


them now.” | 


Free-For-All 
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video viewing habits, however, the | 
TV broadcasters are being forced | 
to build new shows with an eye to | 
the new fall season. 

In addition to “Texaco,” other | 
top-budgeted NBC-TV programs 
slated for a summer hiatus are “Ad- 


miral broadway Revue” (also aired 
over DuMont), which bows off 
after the June 10 show, and “Phil- 
co Television Playhouse,” off after 
the April 10 airer. Because of the 
steadily-mounting production costs, | 
difficulty in finding suitable scripts 
and time consumed in staging a 
one-hour legiter each week, Philco 
may not return in the fall. 


While NBC-TV will allow a full | 
13-week hiatus, CBS-TV plans to) 
follow its radio pattern of allowing 
an advertiser to lay off no more 
than eight weeks if he wants to 
keep his time franchise. CBS-TV 
plans are still nebulous, but those 
shows tentatively scheduled for a 
hiatus include “Suspense,” which 
bows off after July 5; “Mary Kay | 
and Johnny,” off for four weeks | 
only after the July 13 broadcast; | 
“The Goldbergs,” leaving the air 
either June 20 or 27; Arthur God- 
frey’s “Talent Scouts,” off after May 
16, and “Godfrey and Friends,” 
after June 15. Set to remain on 
the air throughout the summer are 
“We, the People,” Messing Baker- 
ies’ “Prize Party” and the new 
Toni show, which tees off next 
month. Neither ABC-TV nor Du- | 
Mont has yet decided on its sum- 
mer policy. 

Reason for the hiatus pattern, pf 
course, is the anticipated sharp 
slump in audience during the sum- 
mer, which is expected to be much 
heavier than it has ever been in 
radio. AM has been able to count 
heavily on portable and car sets 
during the dog days, but when a 
TV setowner takes a vacation, his 
video receiver must necessarily be 
left at home. As with radio, spon- 
sors taking advantage of the hiatus 
will pay a certain percentage of 
the rate card in order to maintain 
their time franchises. 





KHBR’s 60% Sale 
Hillsboro, Tex., March 29. 
R. W. Calvert and W. N. Furey 


have applied to the FCC for per- 


mission to sell their 60° interest 
in KHBR here to William Solon 
Snowden for $12,000. 


Ross G. Bohannon would retain 
his present 40% interest in the 


| outlet, | 


| lenses—plus correct lighting. 


| Crane as program director, replac- | 










Miner 
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legiter to go into radio and pic- 
tures. But for a radio or picture 





performer or director to go into | 


legit without ever having had stage 
experience—well, that’s something 
else again. 

Miner cites the need for script- 


| stations find most difficult to sell,’ ers who can write for television. 
in order to give the outlets addi- He wishes that he and other so- 
| tional support. 


called “‘vets” of TV could take the 
time to work with writers and help 
them perfect television’s writing 
standards. 

Too many fine writers have 
sought to work for video, Miner 
avers, but they haven’t been able 
to adapt themselves into this most 
exacting of all media. They just 


haven’t been .able to tell the story | 


in terms of the camera. And with 


that he cites the quick understand- | 


ing of video by Gertrude Berg, 
author and star of “The Gold- 
ergs,” and how she was able to 
adapt herself to it after doing 
“The Goldbergs” for 17 years in 
radio. 

Here was no mere intention to 
boost the stock of an associate— 
the latest TV ratings do that. In 
the few weeks it’s been on tele 
“The Goldbergs” has achieved one 
of the top audiences in tele. With 
“The Goldbergs,” Miner adds, Mrs. 
Berg’s transition from radio to tele 
was so thorough that direction of 
the program has now become a 
casual matter. It’s now only a 
matter of directing cameras. Her 
writing technique fits video so 
thoroughly. 

Walter Hart, director of “The 
Goldbergs,” is a former legit actor 
and director, Miner hastens to add. | 

It’s in the Lens 

Wherein the scope of a show is 
concerned, Miner disagrees with | 
several professional opinions that 
cite the need, sometimes, for more 


than the standard three or four | 





Moore Participationer 
To Be Sans Director 


Chicago, March 29, 

Tom Moore, currently on ABC’s 
| “Ladies be Seated,” will head a 
one-hour participation show Mon. 
day through Friday over WCF, 
starting April 11. Show will ip. 
volve human interest gimmicks 
such as free operations for blind 
and deaf children. Show is Slotted 
‘for the 9 a.m. spot. 

Moore is understood to have 
| signed on condition that no director 
| will be allowed in studio. WCF, 
/ has agreed to allow a free hand in 
| the program which will supplement 








| Moore’s antics with recorded my.- 


sic, although show will “definitely 
| not be a disk jockey affair,” ac. 
cording to station officials. 


€ 
Mutual Video 
ae Continued from page 27 


video and audio control rooms 
client booths, viewing rooms and 
a film projection and control room. 
Between the two WOR studios will 
be a master camera control center, 




















| Jack R. Poppele, WOR engineer. 
|ing v.p., explained, which will 


make it easy to switch cameras 
from studio to studio quickly and 


(eliminate cumbersome apparatus 
|from busy studios and _ control 


rooms. In announcing the move, 
Ted Streibert, WOR prexy, and 
Bob Kintner, ABC executive v.p,, 
called the new video center “the 
largest and most modern television 
site in the U. S.” 


ABC announced yesterday (Tues,) 
it has purchased outright the site 
of the 66th St. tele centre from 
Webb & Knapp, Inc. The web 


| had previously held a 21-year lease, 


Purchase, together with con- 
struction, renovation and cost of 
video equipment represents an in- 
vestment of more than $2,500,000, 
according to Robert E. Kintner, 


cameras. He recalls that one| exec yp. 


| “Goldbergs” show recently had 14| 


people in one scene; it was a ques- | 


| tion only of a sharply defining lens | 


being able to get them all into the | 


| picture. Which means, by Miner | 
standards, that the scope of a big | === 


show, like a musical or a revue, | 
need not have any more than the | 
usual humber of cameras. Only | 
the required number of sharp) 


Miner doesn’t feel there are any 
particular standards for television 
programming. “Just give ’em a/| 
good show—that’s all.” 


WWSW Pacts Crane 


Pittsburgh, March 29. 
O. M. (Pete) Schloss, manager of | 
WWSW, announced the appoint-| 
ment last week of B. Kendall | 


i 





ing Fred Joyner, who resigned to 
go into television work. Crane 
comes here from WDGY in Minne- 
apolis. A newspaper veteran, he | 
left that field to go into radio in | 
_— at KOIL in Council nai 
a. 

Joyner hadn’t decided on his | 
new connection at time of resigna- | 
tion from WWSW but was con- | 


sidering three video offers, all | Ave... Hartsdale, N. ¥., or call MU 


from out of town. | 
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year ended Dec. 31, equivalent to 
$3.78 per share. This compared 
with 1947 figures of $2,248,186 and 
$2.25 per share. Admiral prez 
Ross D. Siragusa said it was the 
third record year in a row for 
sales and earnings. New tele 
models will have 12% and 16 inch 
tubes, with the latter model sell- 
ing for $695 retail. 

Zenith Radio Corp. wound up a 
four-day closed session last week 
with a statement by Commander E. 
F, McDonald, Jr., that factory list 
prices on tele sets would be guar- 
anteed to dealers. Zenith prez 
McDonald continued his needling 
of the opposition by urging dealers 
to demand similar guarantees from 
other set manufacturers. 
—_———— 


Escape to Tranquility 


Country beauty only 50 miles from 
New York. A superb view of the 
Hudson, ta hills overlooking Cold 
Spring, N. Y. 9% rooms—27 acres. 
Gardens—Tennis (Court. Sale—bar- 

in now. R. Healy, 285 So. Central 
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‘| Inside Stuff—Radio 


“Stop the Music” introed “Paramount on Parade” as the mys- 

melody a few weeks back, the studio was flooded with phone calls, 
tery and telegrams asking for the title. 
albeit dimly, on the horizon. Elsie Janis, surviving member of | 
songwriting team that originally cleffed the tune for a Paramount | 


Now another headache 





cal, may take legal action. She wrote it with Jack King and when | 
ng later was picked up as the theme of Paramount newsreel, he 
ed legal action. King died before it came to court and matter was | 


dropped. 


However, recent “Stop the Music” use of the tune. 


ted Miss Janis to tell friends that, although they were under | 
udio contract at the time, it was written for films, not for a contest, | 


and gh rizes 
n . 
avery from a serious illness. 


Father Patrick Peyton, C.S.C., of The Family Theatre and The Family 
present his third annual “The Triumphant Hour’ over the 
ork on April 17, from 8:30 to 9:30 (EST). 


Rosary, will 
Mutual netw 





he got nothing while the woman who knew the title collected 
Legal action, if any, will be delayed pending met 


VARIETY 
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One in 61/4 on Sets 
Chicago, March 29. 

E. P. H. James, Mutual v.p., 
predicted that, in the top 10 
cities, one family in every 614 
will have a tele set by next 
October. Present figure is one 
in 13. James pointed out that 
in New York sets are owned 
by one in four upper-income 
families, one in six in upper- 
middle, and one in eight in 
lower-middle group. 

He spoke on “Television’s 
Immediate Future” at Chi 
Chapter of American Market- 
ing Assn. last week. 





| 
| 
} 


The hour of | 


drama, music, prayer and The Rosary will originate in Hollywood and | 


New Y 


iving the time, as it has in the past. 
o de Cordoba, Bing Crosby, Dan Dailey, Dennis Day, Irene Dunne, 


edr 


ork, with 19 stars of screen and radio participating. 


Mutual is 
Appearing are Ethel Barrymore, 


Jimmy Durante, Anne Jamison, Rita Johnson, Christopher Lynch, 
Dorothy Maynor, Fibber McGee & Molly (Jim and Marion Jordan), J. | 
Carrol Naish, Rosalind Russell, Robert Ryan, Lizabeth Scott, Dean 


Stockwell and Loretta Young. 
Father Peyton in the past. 


All have donated their services to 





Trade rumors that- ABC, Chicago, was seriously considering taking 
over the Coliseum lock, stock and barrel for combined radio-television | 
operations, drew raised eyebrows from Windy City officials of-that net. 
While admitting that new quarters were under scrutiny, and that spots | 
Jike Navy Pier, Wrigley Building and the Stadium were being examined, | 


ABC execs said the Coliseum didn’t figure heavily in future plans. 
Reason is that a satisfactory remodeling job would run between 


$2,000,000 to $3,000,000. Besides which, the Coliseum is a mile and a 
half away from the Loop district in a not so hot neighborhood. Right | 
now, ABC is paying two landlords, the Merchandise Mart and the Civic 
Opera, with contracts due to expire in three years. 
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Hollywood | 


Val Raset, stage and motion pic- 
ture choreographer, will handle 


dance direction on three KTSL 
programs. Raset will take over 
direction on “Dance Modernettes,” 
“Piano Portraits” and “Don Lee 
Music Hall” . . . IMPPRO is ped- 
dling “The End of Main Street” 
to television outlets. The 12- 
minute film deals with atomic 
energy ... Jo Van Ronkel, of the 
Van Ronkel Liquor Co. and Earl 
Kenton, formerly director at Uni- 
versal, have set up Van Ronkel | 
Productions to make films for tele- 
vision. Van Ronkel, who scram- 
med post at assistant to Kenton 


he narrated 
show. 


series over WGN-TV April 4 and 
each Mon. following .. . 
commentator Russ Davis brought, 


WBKB’s | 


Irish wolfhound as his guest when 
International Dog 


London 
Video cameras hope to establish 


| 1934 before Bar 
| backed by traffic expert Franklin 


130 miles from 


at Paramount in 1932 to go into} 
‘Ice stage to be constructed at the 


business on his own, heads the 
company ... Vet vaude team of 
Shaw and Lee have been lured 
from retirement by television. 
eam will appear on Don Otis’ 
video program over KLAC-TV, 
April 4. 





Chicago 

Jean Armentrout new continuity 
editor for WBKB , . . Maple City 
our ested on ABC-TV Barn 
ance last week... WNBQ finally 
settled’ down in new quarters at 
Merchandise Mart after months of 
Preepying temporary space... 
Frank Gosfield upped to WBKB 
director . . . Olympie sprint champ 
Jesse Owens guested over ABC- 
TV’s Identify .. . Tony Martin a 
Suestar on WBKB’s “Under 21” 
show ... Miss Tavern Pale beauty 


} 
! 





contest via WGN-TV drew 20,000 | 


votes from viewers in its fourth 


the afternoon and 
| April 12. 


a new long-distance record April 10 
by telecasting a circus more than 
Alexandra Palace 
. . New series for women starts | 


April 5, to be known as “Your | 


Wardrobe” . . . Swiss setting is to 


be introduced at the studio for, 
the production of “Alpine Hut” 


. Entire international football 


ey between England and Scot-. 


and to be televised April 9... 


studio for the production of “Ice! 


Fantasia,” which will be aired on | 
evening of 





Buddy Rogers’ TV Airer 


Will Showcase Only 
‘Little Known Talent’ 


Hollywood, March 29. 


Reshuffle in the format of Bud-| 
dy Rogers “Punch With Buddy | 
Rogers” television show became 
effective yesterday (28). Program | 
dropped professional acts as well | 
as the giveaway jackpot which was | 
the largest in West Coast video. 

Rogers now assumes a Major , 
Bowes role on his KLAC-TV entry | 


week; 1,100 hopeful femmes have | showcasing only undiscovered tal- | 


applied for camera tests . . . Wal- 
ter Holohan new ABC-TV sales- 
man... Mutual veepee E. P. James 
in Chi speaking on “TV's Immedi- 
ate Future,” before American Mar- 
keting Assn. ... WGN-TV starting 
new musical comedy series Thurs- 
day (31) titled “Adventures of 

omer Herk.” Half hour show is 
written by Patrick Sammon and 
Gordon Pace... Vince Garrity 
starts series of dugout interviews 
April 19 from Wrigley Field over 
WENR-TV before each Cubs game 
.. + Mel Torme to guest on Eddie 
Hubbard’s Vaudeo Varieties April 

-- » WBKB launching Sunday 
night town hall forum with Col. 

al Maurence emceeing . . . Chi 
Motor Club sponsoring travel film 
Sn erecta re eae 











OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT 


RADIO CITY VICINITY 


Desirable 1- and 2-room offices with 
telephone switchboard service, 
on 4th floor 


ABBEY HOTEL 


Ist Bt, New York City 
t Cirele 6-9400 


151 Ww, 





Available for Films and TV 
Direetor of 
“Toward Independence” 


1949 Académy Aword Winner 
G. L. GEORGE, 42-45 160th St. 








Flushing, New York, FLushing 8-1935 
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|pears likely, according to J. J. Phil- 
lips, radio contractor, who has re- 
‘ceived verbal agreement to install 
a 90-foot antenna atop the Transit 


ent. New format does not limit | 
show to amateur artists but to “lit- 
tle known talent.” Move was made , 
largely to bring new guest faces | 
into the medium which is now suf- 
fering from a round-robin com- 
plex. New deal was worked out | 
by Mal Boyd, packager, and KLAC 
execs. Show moved into its sixth 
week yesterday. 
Jackpot is being cancelled be- 
cause it slowed down the pace of 
the show. Jackpot, which was hit 
in the fifth week, ran over $1,600 
in value. Giveaway prizes will | 
continue to be handed out on show 
and phone calls will still be placed 
to home viewers by Rogers. 
Rogers will strive to discover 
new teevee personalities by a 
series of regular talent auditions 
at KLAC. 





San Antonio Due For | 
Second Video Outlet 


San Antonio, March 29. 
A second video outlet here ap-| 


‘Tower from W. L. Pickins, Dallas 


' oilman 


and Robert Wheelock, 


| realtor. 


Phillips says he expects to sign 


the contract and start construction 
within the week. 











WJJD Sets Traffic Court 
Airing Method to Satisfy 


Chi Bar Assn. Protests. 


Chicago, March 29. 

WJJD has come up with a plan 
to air traffic court proceedings and 
still satisfy the Chi Bar Assn. Bar’s 
15-year ban on broadcasts, “be- 
cause-they upset the dignity of the 
court,” was solved by using a tape 
recorder. 

Station was allowed a test re- 
cording last week which was run 
off before a lawyers’ committee, 


| with names and addresses of de- 


fendants deleted. Bar officials said 


that complete censor control over | 
tape would eliminate,final objec- | 


tions to WJJD daily airing of traf- 
fic punishments. 

Station manager Arthur Harre 
offered the broadcast service to 
Mayor Martin Kennelly in order to 
help out the Chi traffic safety 
drive. Broadcast idea, last used in 
intervened, is 


Krem! and Chief Justice Edward 
Scheffler. 


K-F Names Weintraub 


Kaiser-Frazer yesterday (Tues.) 
appointed William H. Weintraub 
& Co. as ad agency handling all 
media for,the corporation, one of 
the nation’s 10 leading advertisers. 

Weintraub outfit negotiated pur- 
chase of Walter Winchell airer for 
K-F last fall, and last year con- 
ducted several large campaigns for 
K-F on the Coast. 








San Francisco — One of the 
largest local unit sales has been 
concluded between KGO-ABC and 
J. E. French Co., auto dealers. 
Program which starts Wed. (30) is 
30 minutes of transcribed semi- 
classical and pop concert music 


| titled “Melody Lane.” 











CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 


Detroit — Cunningham Drugs, | a quarter-hour talk every morning 





} 
| 
| through Simons-Michelson agency, | at 10 Monday through Friday... 
renewed newcast schedule on | Peter Paul Candy has picked up 
WXYZ for 52 weeks. Current /the tab for the Tuesday, Thursday 
schedule calls for six 10-minute and Saturday newscasts of Bob 
| newscasts and 18 five-minute news- | Clayton on WJAS at 6:15 p.m. 
| casts weekly. , Clayton’s now bankrolled across 
| ithe board; he replaced Beckley 
| Saranac Lake, N. Y.—Jay Rus-|Smith in that slot when latter 
sell, formerly writer-announcer at | Shifted his Kaufman department 
_WWBZ, Vineland, N. J., has re- Store news sessions to KQV.. .Rege 
| placed Albert C. Bagdassarian as | Cordic, WWSW announcer, and 
| program director of WNBZ here, | Sally Kettles, little theatre actress, 
while the latter is on an extended | have been picked to wax “Read- 
|ing the Post-Gazette Sunday 
| Comies,”’ which will be aired every 


| Dallas—Miss Carol Weaver has | <p | over both WWSW 


been chosen to head a _ newly- 
created civic and educational pro- | 
gram department at WRR. Miss} 
Weaver has had local and network 
experience. 





vacation in Arizona. 








Forth Worth—George R. Turpin, 
former manager of Continental 
| Radio Features here, has resigned 
to join the commercial staff of 
| WESC, Greenville, S. C. He will 
continue his association with the 
| program planning group. 
| Ed Niehay, salesman with Con- 
| tinental, has been named to the 
| post of manager replacing Turpin. 





San Antonio — Charles Harris, 
manager of KCOR, has announced 
| that the outlet will start on April 
| 13 to air on an exclusive basis all 
home and road games this season 
|of the San Antonio Missions of the 
| Texas League. Harris also has an- ve 
| nounced that Tommy Reynolds will | . San Antonio—Latest addition to 
| join the staff of the outlet, coming | the announcing staff of KTSA is 
|here from KCOH, Houston, to! Stanley Vainrib, who for a short 
| handle the play by play descrip- | time was also “Dr. I. Q.” on the 
| tion. | NBC web. Vainrib will be known 

deiiinigas | here on the air as Jon Randall. 

Nashville—Tom Hanserd is the | 
| latest addition to the WSM pro-| San Antonio—Sonny Phelan will 
| duction staff. He is a former mem-| replace Joe Allison on KITE, at- 
| ber of the staff of stations in Co-' cording to an announcement made 
|lumbia, Tenn., and Birmingham. | by Charles Balthrope, owner and 
manager of the outlet. Phelan will 











| Houston—Application for a new | m.c. the outlet’s three-hour, early. 


standard broadcast station has! morning show, “The Radio Alma- 
| been made to the FCC by John F./ nac,” in addition to regular an- 
| Cooke, who is seeking an outlet here’! nouncing duties. 

|'to operate daytime hours with a)! 
power of 1,000 watts on 1,480 kilo-| 
| cycles, 





Dallas — Bob Shelton, hillbilly 
'comedian heard here over WFAA, 
will go on the air Saturday night 
| San Antonio—A radio forum will| with the new “Texas Barn Dance” 
be aired each Sunday night for a series over WFAA. The broadcasts 
full hour over KONO here under! will originate from the Gitzen- 
the sponsorship of the Organized! daner Auditorium at Waxahachie, 
| Voters League. The first discus-| Tex., each week and will feature 
| sion this week will be on the sub-' outstanding Texas hillbilly and 
| ject, “Should Texas Increase Its western talent. 

| Natural Resources Tax?” 
Moderator for the series will be 
| A. B. Wacker, professor of eco-; 








San Antonio—Students of two 
local colleges will alternate in a 


| nomics, of Our Lady of the Lake 


weekly series of radio programs 


| dealing with great moments in his- 
'tory. Airings will be heard for a 
| Pittsburgh — Bettelou  Purvis,| half hour each Wednesday night 
| WPGH disk jockette, will take her over KMAC. First program to be 
daily show from the station to the! heard will be presented by the 
East Liberty YMCA beginning next | radio workshop of St. Mary’s Univ. 
week and spin her platters before | and will be titled “The Birth of an 
a live audience. Ed Bartell is to; Era.” 

| be the featured vocalist on the | Avilan Club of Incarnate Word 
| program. ..Dan Murray has started | College will be heard on alternate 
| his fourth straight year on WWSW| weeks with its first presentation, 
‘for Gimbels department store. It’s! to be titled “Joan of Arc.” 

manoeen 


College. 
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“Rudy Vallee owes Ger- 
trude Bayne and Irving 
Zussman many thanks for 
the campaign in New York. 
They are the pair that did 
the original ‘swoon’ .cam- 
naign on Frank Sinatra.” 


LOUELLA 
PARSONS 


BAYNE-ZUSSMAN 
400 Madison Ave., New York 
Plaza 3-5755 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By PAUL BRENNER 








(WAAT Newark, Conductor of “Requestfully Yours’) 


As per my custom I was getting 
ready to spin new releases from 
7:05 to 7:30—the last 25 minutes 
of the evening session of “Request- | 
fully Yours.” The war’ was in 
progress and new releases weren’t 
too plentiful. I usually play six 
sides in the 25 minutes. This, 
night I could only muster up four 
new sides. I held a hurried coti- 
ference with my assistants, Ruthe 
and Yvonne, in the record room 


and they suggested that I “cover” 
with one disk from a new RCA- 
Victor album “Carnival in Rio.” 
We thumbed through it and found to 
our dismay that the sides all fea- 
tured Portuguese lyrics. Fine 
thing—not only was I obliged to 
use an album record, but one that 
99 out of 100 listeners wouldn't 
even understand! 


I chalked it up as just another 
one of the war situations and added 
the much-needed platter to my 
stack. The pile of new releases 
slowly shrunk until finally I ar- 
rived at the “misfit,” which I had 
buried at the _ bottom. With 
tongue-in-cheek, I explained to my 
unsuspecting listeners that ‘“‘to- 
night we're trying something new 
at ‘“Requestfully Yours.” We hope 
to prove that the lanBuage of 
music is universal. That you don’t 
have to understand the words of a 
song—so long as the music is ap- 
pealing.” And with that: I spun 
“Nao Tenho Lagrimas.” And the 
program was off the air. While I 
was preparing to leave for the 
evening Ruthe came rushing in 
quite excited. 

“Say, Paul, what was the name 
of that ‘thing’ we pulled out of 
that album’’? 

I told her—and asked why she 
wanted to know. ‘Well, I’m get- 
ting embarrassed telling people I 
don’t know.” 

“People? What people? 
wants to know?” 

“Oh, just the two dozen people 
who have already called in—and 
the three folks waiting on the 
line now.” 


The calls continued for another 
10 minutes or more and the 
operator began giving me dirty 
looks. So did the mail room boy 
who next morning brought me a 
stack of cards and letters demand- | 
ing that I play “that Portuguese | 
record” again. I was quite sur-| 
prised to put it mildly. No big| 
build-up—no ballyhoo—not even) 
English lyrics. They didn’t know | 
that they had heard...but they 
liked what they heard. And that 
was all that mattered. | 


For weeks and months every-| 
time I played that same record I 
got that same reaction. And evi-'| 
dently I. wasn’t the only one who| 
had got wind of the public’s taste | 
for this tasty samba. A_ few. 
months later I found myself pre-| 
senting a “new release” by Xavier | 
Cugat on Columbia. The label | 
read Shirl and Drake as the'| 
writers of a catchy new samba. It) 
was my old friend ‘Nao Tenho” all ' 
dressed up in new English lyrics. | 
And in just no time at all, “Come 
to the Mardi Gras’ was way up 
on the list of best sellers. That’s 
the way many a hit is born. By 
luck—plus public taste. | 

And it’s one of the phases of 
secord-spinning that makes it so 
constantly fascinating. I’ve often 
heard disk jockeys referred to as 
having “made” a record. Well, 
I'd be inclined to discount that. | 
Because you can’t make the public 
accept anything—be it records, 
racing or rat-traps. If they like it, 
they'll buy. If they don’t, they, 
won't. Some disk jockey may have. 
the satisfaction of being the first 
to introduce a record which is 
grabbed up by the public. But. 
don’t let the press agents kid you, 
if the public didn’t like it friend 
d.j. could spin it 30 times a day 
and nothing’s going to happen. I’ve 
seen proof sO many times. One 
recent instance being a fellow (not 
a music publisher) who was deter- 
mined to make the public like his 
several records of a tune bearing 
his business “trade-mark” in the 
title. Not content with usual trade 
journal campaign, he went all-out. 
Full page ads in the metropolitan 
dailies — giveaways,—tiein,—even 
hired a press agent to do nothing 
but push the platters to the d.j.’s. 
The trade reacted by giving him 
a high rating in the weekly polls. 
The listeners reacted by giving his 
records—the go-by. 

Nosir, you can’t make ’em like 
it. But by the same token you 
can’t keep ’em from liking it—if 
they want to. Take the time my 
friend Jack Bregman, of Bregman, 


| 


Who 






‘(which is 


Vocco & Conn, brought me a plat- 
ter by a very talented musician 
who had arranged and produced a 


liked it very much 
usually the kiss of 
A few months later Jack 


Bloom, I 


death!) 


-was around the studio again with 


another record on another tune. | 
I was curious. “Going off the 


' first tune, Jack?” “Yep,” yepped | 


“Can’t seem to stimulate any 


he. 
We like the tune | 


real action on it. 
and the record, in fact, can’t un- | 
derstand why nothing much is hap-| 
pening. Anyway, here’s our new: | 
est.” | 

I insisted that the record was 
too good to bypass—and that I was 
going to try a little experiment. 
While Jack was in the studio I put | 
the record on and put the question 
up to the listeners. If they hadn’t | 
heard this record before would 
they be good enough to lend an), 
ear. And having lent an ear, would | 
they be good enough to tell my 
friend what they really thought. | 
The answer came back big and 
loud. That record was up in num- 
ber one spot on my VARIETY list 
before you could say “Gordon 
Jenkins’ ‘Maybe You'll Be There.’ ” 
I noticed with some human satis-| 
faction that it turned out to be) 
one of BVC’S best for the year— 
and put Jenkins right on top with 
Decca. Am I saying I “made” the 
record? Not on your life. I’m 
saying the public might decide to 
“make” any record if somebody’ll | 
be good enough to call it to their! 
attention. 


I could go on and on...and I 
wouldn’t mind, either, because it’s 
fun being in a spot where you can 
spot the “romance” of records. You 
den’t have to be smart to know 
that when every playing of a cer- 
tain record brings phone calls and 


_mail—somebody’s latched onto a 


round 10-inch gold mine. I haven’t 
checked with my friend Paul 


' Weston lately, but judging from 


the reaction I’ve been getting from 
every spin of his Capitol platter of 
“Etude,” well, he should be busy 
counting his blessings. And there 
are ever so many other examples 
of the same sort of thing. Of 
course, it’s no trick getting re- 
quests for a tune that’s number 
one on the Hit Parade, but when 
the public uses your program to 
tip off the music men that they go! 
big for something new that’s just 
been waxed—well, forgive the 
corny, but sincere, expression— 
that’s the thrill in the game. 


hauntingly beautiful record of a| 
hauntingly beautiful tune by Rube | 





| 








LORRY RAINE 
“Cant Sleep”"—Decca Records 


Disk Jockey Salute: 
MARTIN BLOCK, WNEW 








Title, “dean of the disk jockeys,” | 


falls on Martin Block, who recently 
celebrated 14th year of platter-spin- 
ning. Winner of Radio Mirror 
award for nation’s favorite 4d.j., 
Block’s own annual poll of artists’ 
popularity is important trade index. 

30b Smith, Block’s man Friday, 
says the astute Mr. B. is partial to 
the smooth pipings of Lorry Raine; 


|tabs her as one of this year’s most 


promising new singing stars. 
TIM GAYLE y 
Hotel Sheraton, Detroit, Mich. 








Welk Vamps Decca, 
Signs With Mercury 


After eight years with Decca, 
Lawrence Welk has secured his re- 


lease from that disk firm and last 
week signed a three-year pact with 
Mercury. Bandleader feels he'll 
get a better break with the latter 
company for Decca’s large stable 
of names tended to prevent him 
from receiving the attention he 
would have liked to have been ac- 
corded. 

Welk, who opened a 14-week 
stand at the Grill of the Hotel 
Roosevelt, N. Y., Thursday (24), 
recalled that his last Decca record- 
ing made four years ago had just 
been released. With Mercury, a 
Chicago outfit, he expects to get 
better distribution in the midwest 
where he had largely built up his 
rep over a score of years. Shortly 
before trekking to N. Y. his crew 


cut its initial Mercury platters, 
“Hurry, Hurry” and “Have a 
Heart.” 


‘RH’ Logging System | 


Richard Himber’s new development in logging broadcast perform. 
ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules 
They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental: 
2 points for sustaining vocal; 3 for commercial instrumental; 4 for 
commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 rrajor territories, New 
York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a Commercial Vocal in all 
three territories counts 12, Added to these totals is the listener ratings 
of commercial shows. The first group consists of the top 30 songs. 


Songs Publishers 
A Bluebird Singing In My Heart.......seseeseseeeeeeeess Advanced 








A Little Bird Told Me COPPER EHH OH EHR EHEHHEEO EE EEe, .Bourne 
A Million Miles Away Cerne ee eeereseerereceresevesevesess... Paxton 
A Rosewood Spinet ...... cece cece cerecosccevescesecces«. ohapiro-B 
Cruising Down the River ............. Cece ee eceveeceees Spitzer 
POWER EY TO MCMENOR oe 84 eV 8 oi a e's soeececeeeees- Amer. Acad 
Dreamer With a Penny—*“All For Love”......cceeeseees. Simon 
EE TOE CBO ko a wis'Sh oe 6 we Ho d5SNb 49008 er ee ee Lombardo 
ti 2 Gere eraverererenrreray Tree vab-netuedees << Laurel 
0 i PPP Ter rT eRe Teer TT eee Ce hee eee eeenebeosers Leeds 
If I Could Be With You—7‘‘Flamingo Road”.............0... Remick 
Te ree ee ee eee ee ee ee Leeds 
ne VER IIS ica: 6'5) 4-2: 6 d:4,0'5010,0.0 6 9 aablele Se Meee bate >< Republic 
Geese OS OT 8 erro ara, aera Melody Lane 
I’ve Got My Love To Keep Me Warm........cccccccoeces Berlin 
Love Me, Love Me, Love Me... a ree Miller 
My Dream Is Yours—7““My Dream Is Yours’’....... ice thediat te a. Witmark 
i Ce es as ab oo ko oo 08 8. OhSRE SCRA SSO. Leeds 
Powder Your Face With Sunshine <.......icccceccvcececss: Lombardo 
ee eB ee re ee eee ee Mills 
Se A LV OT 1 BIO TOO | ook: 50-0 oveieneses w:0:0 600 08000008 T. B. Harms 
Someone Like You—7‘“‘My Dream Is Yours’’................ Harms 
TS ae eects Oy pers er eee ee hs seals Sci Sich ota Glenmore 
Sunflower vit ial) ae lee 8 Ue ee eee eee Pee ee ee Paramount 
The Streets of Laredo—?‘‘Streets of Laredo”’..,.............. Famous 
RI POOTIRORLM: CO EMOTE BLOC soos. ccs: cs ee bis +. 6700 58% 06:0 bo 80 La Salle 
When You’re In Love ... AE Oe ae PE ee ee eee Crawford 
WHHe €0C ABSGINS Was BIMGING ocd 5. ccd cesacceeseees Melody Lane 
PN © OE ins oases 6b. 66> Se disid 6b ekbd ole dde i Fremart 
LOU WOR cece sk Bee cvewereceswoeeseeeseebeeesesere ss Crystal 
The remaining 20 songs, based on Richard Himber’s new development 

in logging broadcast performances. 
Baigent CORO OUOE 6 hers Sills ease ks Nasa la ee Robbins 
ae re hs 5s bei * Kee ews S48 Words & Music 
“A”—You're Adorable REIN SSR REED ote ta Laurel 
Busy Doing Nothing—7*“Connecticut Yankee” .......... . . Melrose 
BuUmons BEG BOWE—T FaieiACe nice s tcesteesease ... Famous 
RE UN oon aod kot sate a Gi bdid wd oo 0.4 LOE BE OA RHE OHO Hill & Range 
COS OR eae rere eS es See ee Se he oe eo eee re Melrose 
RE EE od i, aig Kakon, hihi Gre Ble bd OAR ee EE RIO OE.S 2 Robbins 
Creat Guns... .ssascs TORPE CTA TT Cg ee ee EET OTe Feist 
eer C1 eatery LAO EAE fice ks cb ees 6 eee benveews "*een Chappell 
bre © ere BC ete EES. 2 ii 5 kk os ove hace sees 846 eo oe bes Laurel 
It’s a Big Wide Wonderful World............ Ried ebeeeeas'es BMI 
apeeeer e CURE Gants 6s ahi nee 6s bo ct cence ss eemet oe Citar eee Bourne 
a 1) eee ae eee ee eT Oe ee aw toe ee ee eer ar ae Patmar 
My Darling, My Darling—*‘‘Where’s Charley” ...... es re Morris 
Once and For Always—*“Connecticut Yankee”.............. Melrose 
Once In Love With Amy—*‘‘Where’s Charley?” ....... oes oss DOE 
De EE 6 5 5. 5 ce ents se Bos ca wand bene caw ea cites awed Oxford 
re ere Robbins 


These Will Be the Best Years of Our Lives 
You, You, You Are the One.............. 





t Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 





Elliot Horne, formerly with 
Musicraft Records’ promotion 
dept., has joined Apollo Records in 
a similar capacity. 


Diskers Eye TV's 








..LABIETY...1() Best Sellers on Coin-Machines****! M2226 


{Blue Barron......... rr 
i Keynoters 
§ Perry Como...... 
\ Margaret Whiting.......Capitol 
3. POWDER FACE W NSHINE (9) (Lombardo) j Evelyn Knight...........Decca 

: ITH SU I (9) (Lombardo). ..... ***) Blue Barron...... shoudve M-G-M 
{ Mills Bros... a 
| Buddy Clark..........Columbia 


1. CRUISING DOWN THE RIVER (7) (Spitzer).........++++++- 


2. FAR AWAY PLACES (15) (Laurel)...... 


4. I LOVE YOU SO MUCH IT HURTS (4) (Melody Lane)..... 


GALWAY BAY (12) (Leeds 
AGAIN (2) (Robbins) 


8. I'VE GOT MY LOVE TO KEEP ME WARM (13) (Berlin)... 


9. LAVENDER BLUE (8) (Santly-Joy) 


SUNFLOWER (1) (Famous) 


SO IN LOVE (T. 'B. Harms) ... 
TRUE TO YOU IN MY FASHIO 
YOU BROKE YOUR PROMISE 


SO TIRED (Glenmore) 


CARAVAN (Amer. Acad.) ..... 


CARELESS HANDS (Melrose) 


LOVE ME, LOVE ME, LOVE M 


FPPFFFHDHFFHFFHSFSHFSOFESESHESHOCIE FETED OS 


YOU, YOU, YOU ARE THE ONE (Campbell) 
LITTLE BIRD TOLD ME (Bourne) 
BEAUTIFUL EYES (Duchess) ..... 
NO ORCHIDS FOR MY LADY (Leeds) 


FOREVER AND EVER (Robbins) ... 


SOMEONE LIKE YOU (Remick) 


CLANCY LOWERED THE BOOM (Kenmor) 


ereeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeseeeees 
"eee Oe eeeeeeeeeeeseseeeseseeenee 
eee eee ee eeees Geese eesesnesese 
or eeee Cover eeeeeoeeseseseeseseees 
eee ee eee eeeeeeeee 


E (Miller) 


oO COSC HECHECOECHECOC HERES 


Russ Mergan.............Decca 
Kay Starr....... 


§ Gracie Fields...........London 
Margaret Whiting.......Capitol 

Billy Eckstine... 
§Peggy Lee.............Capitol 
** (Doris Day............Columbia 

Mel Torme.............Capitol 
§ Ames Bros... 
** (Dennis Day........... 
' Eddy Howard.......... Mercury 
(Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 


TEEPE EEEFE TT EST PEL EEEPE EEE FE466666606660646644 
OAeeeeeaeaaaanananannenneene | for Exclusive. 


Tilustrated Songs 


Chicago, March 29. - 

Major recording companies are 
anxious to be assured that their 
product will be tied up with the tele- 
vision Jr., recording-picture sets 
being marketed by Tower Records. 
This invention takes an ordinary 
wax recording, plays it, and through 
an ingenious hookup with strips of 


M-G-M 


pevoves VNGCON 


. Decca 


ee eeeeer 








) pee CYOGDY. ..cccccess: ».aeeee film throws pictures on a screen 
hacamees 'ttittiptwiit¢uimibawsas. j  Gwreppers at the same time. Pictures, of 
a) epee ae cevansdediecedece Ae BE... ?.sbmect see course, illustrate the subject mat- 
: ter of the disk. 
{ Vaughn Monroe .........Victor P 
1 Guy Lombardo.......... Decca Columbia, Decca and the — 
é | major e~mpanies have spoken wi 
‘3 + Sean — sf hee i ‘re |Tower and have gotten assurance 
rai Ret aten sereess 0€CCO 4 | that when either produces a disk 
eo OL? A ye (PRs } Dinah Shore..........Columbia % | the material of which will lend it- 
Sammy Kaye... .ccesss.: Victor {| self to the film-disk idea, strips of 
{ Russ Morgan.............Decca | pictures will be turned out to 
Terenure rcurrrn PLRerterey yf eeee . Frank Sinatra re ae Columbia match. Tower will manufacture 
C a U or, course, and a want to 
in istribute them with their own. 
om 4 p Distributors are being oot ne oe 
. , @ 
{ Bing Crosby..... ere over the country to handle 
-s & Beet oS 2a 2 OOS DSS eer eeeeeeee 1 Dinah Shore’..........Columbia Television Jr. 
8 eee cceeee Dinah Shore..........Columbia 
Paula Watson: .....00: 
(PhO ss cesecssseseneeensess | Eula Watson...» Supreme 2) EXCLUSIVE TAKING 
seccceccenccccevess Ames Bros. ......6e06+-..Coral UT L$ 
fj Evelyn Knight...........Decca ON 0 SIDE LABE 
Vo: Ferre seeeecceecceeoes- I Doula Watson......... Supreme Kansas City, March 29. 
**eeeeerereeoeeeeeeaeeeeeeeere Art Mooney "ee ©@@eeeees M-G-M Exclusive Records, which here- 
{ Billy Eckstine M-G-M tofore has distributed only its own 
‘te eeeeeeceeveveeeeseeees ) Ink Spots. ... $ #692005 Diesen label, is branching out beginning 


this week. Exclusive Record Dis- 
tributors, Inc., has been formed to 
handle its own label and those of 
several other record-makers, with 
N. Y. headquarters. 

First outside label which Exclu- 
sive is taking under its wing ‘s 
Damon Records, Kansas City indie. 
Damon hit the best seller lists last 
year with Jon and Sondra Steele's 
“My Happiness” which sold over 
1,000,000 disks, and now has & 
catalog of 15 releases. Exclusive 
is handling the entire catalog. 


J. Parker Prescott is handling 


-eeeee.- Capitol 


..M-G-M 


eeener 


Terre erT ee 
... Victor 
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.fuanship which distinguished this industry leader. 


years, to buy and merge into Decca). 
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Tack Kapp Brought New Kind 
~ Of Showmanship to Disk Biz 


a By ABEL GREEN 


telegraphic communications from Decea men in the field, pledging 
themselves to keep alive “the Jack Kapp tradition,” came soon as 
news proke last week about the death of the 47-year-old president 
haa Records, Inc. That just about epitomizes the best monument 
¢ recording executive would have wanted. 
a as a latter-day Horatio Alger only this month was the subject 
of the lead editorial in Life (March 7), personally written by publisher 
Henry R. Luce. The latter, long cognizant of the Kapp saga, had been 
smitten with the idea of a big business man, directing an American 
orporation which in 1947 did a gross business of $32,508,717, more 
- less diverting his prime energies to propagate the mission of Ameri- 
can music as an emissary of peace and worldwide understanding. 

Kapp, in recent months, had taken his philosophy of music, as an 
international language, beyond the trade and addressed student bodies 
from Boston U to USC; from Rotary Clubs to radio and kindred execu- 
tive. meetings. Kapp felt that his success story was but a modest, 
meagre reflection of what America and American music had to offer 
the world. , 

The Monday morning (28) services at the Park Ave. Synagogue, 
N. Y.,, witnessed “a living example of the Kapp influence. Present 
were personalities like Marlene Dietrich, Ethel Merman, Hildegarde, 
Kitty Carlisle, Fred Waring and the Lombardos; songsmiths like Irving 
Perlin and Oscar Hammerstein II, film tycoons like N. J. Blumberg, 
playwright Moss Hart, publisher M. Lincoln Schuster, a host of news- 
papermen and columnists. . . 

Kapp had brought a new showmanship to phonograph recording that 
pellwethered the ertire industry. To him a phonograph record was 
more than a 35c., or a 50c., or a 75c. platter. He envisioned it as the 
most practical method of communication and education. The disk was 
not a mere device for the most expeditious purveying of some current 
pop song. On the contrary, to Kapp, records were intended to record 
for posterity. the best things from all sources of learning as well as 
entertainment. Phonograph wax to Kapp was merely a scientific 
convenience to project his imagination, his showmanship and his bound- 
less thirst for new ideas. 

Evaluated Kid Tastes 

Through his two children—Myra, 17, and Jonathan, 10—he could 
tell what would please millions of American children. He sensed that 
the appeal would be greater if Shakespeare, Dickens or the Bible, or 
‘some outstanding radio programs, were transmuted into wax by famed 
names, usually of Hollywood voltage. This marquee technique brought 
to Decca platters such distinguished names as Ronald Colman, Charles 
Laughton, Marlene Dietrich, Charles Boyer, Ogden Nash, Bing Crosby, 
Edna Best, Judy Garland, Jascha Heifetz, Judith Anderson, Irene Dunne, 
Mickey Rooney, Ginger Rogers, Orson Welles, Fredric March, Mary 
Martin, Brian Donlevy, Herbert Marshall, Bob Hope, Walter Huston, 
John Gielgud, Deanna Durbin, Frank Morgan, Ingrid Bergman, Fred 
Astaire, Al Jolson, Thomas Mitchell, Ethel Merman, Dorothy Lamour, 
Danny Kaye, Celeste Holm, Gracie Fields, Reginald Gardner, Donald 
Crisp, Gene Kelly, Irving Berlin, Dan Dailey, Carmen Miranda, et al. 

If Jack Kapp heard a great radio program he felt it deserved more 
than one hearing, no matter how intensive that audience may have 
been, and so many important air shows were perpetuated by Kapp on 
records. 














‘Every Home a Ist Night’ 

Kapp envisioned “every home a first night” and pioneered the now- 
familiar technique of waxing complete albums, with original casts, 
of top Broadway shows. Decca’s “Oklahoma!” has passed the 900,000 
mark, an alltime record for a $5 album. It was Kapp's dream that 
this year he would celebrate a 1,000,000-copy milestone with Oscar 


. Hammerstein II and Richard Rodgers, as he had done several years 


ago when he presented them with a gold-disked album symbolizing the 


: 600,000th “Oklahoma!” album. He albumed such distinguished plays as 


Judith Anderson’s “Medea,” etc. 

The success story of Jack Kapp, who peddled Columbia Records 
as did his father before him, is secondary to the imagination and show- 
He went to work 
at 25 for the old Brunswick company (whose assets he was, in later 
There was his association with 
Al Jolson’s Brunswick version of “Sonny Boy,” which sold the then 
unheard of 2,000,000 platters in 1928. He envisioned the 35c. record, 
on which the success of his new Decca Records, Inc., was founded. 
His treks into the hillbilly country and the Deep South, with a portable 
recording machine to wax “race” records, first sparked his enthusiasm 
for the indigenous American music. In later years he was to give that 
flair a more plush production via his own company. These are mile- 
stones in the Kapp saga. 

After a parlous teeoff in 1934 Decca’s profits started to roll in, from 
$85,000 in 1937, $207,000 in 1938, $374,000 in 1939, and in 1943 the 
consolidated net income was $1,036,361, after taxes. In 1947 the com- 
Pany’s gross of $32,508,717 drew a net of $1,618,548. 


t was not his know-how, as much as his living example of the axiom | 


“to thine own self be true,” that distinguished him in his personal 
artistic and business relations. Bing Crosby started with Kapp in 1934 
and has been with Decca ever since. 


with Kapp reads like a who’s who of show business embracing Al | 


Jolson, Eddie Cantor, Sophie Tucker, Hildegarde, the Andrews Sisters, 


Ben Bernie, Ted Lewis, Belle Baker, Mills Bros., Ethel Waters, Guy 


mbardo, both Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey, Glen Gray’s Casa Loma or- 
chestra, Jan Garber, Van & Schenck, Marilyn Miller, Paul Whiteman, 
Johnny Mercer, Dick Haymes, Dick Powell, et al. 

app was a victim of high blood pressure, which caused the fatal 
cerebral hemorrhage Friday night (25) at 7:30. He had left the Decca 
office in New York for his town house in the East 60's. (That house 
Was a mecca for many Kapp-hosted parties that attracted distinguished 
names from all walks of life, besides the Seven Lively Arts.) He had 


lunched with his son, and was particularly elated because only that | 


afternoon his brother, Dave Kapp. Decca veepee and recording direc- 
T, and executive veepee Milton R. Rackmil, had signed Crosby to a 
new longterm contract. 
Worked Out Lombardo Deal 
Kapp had only recently worked out another good business deal with 
Guy Lombardo who, like Crosby, was being offered more attractive 
Capital-gains terms. Rackmil a couple of weeks ago had also returned 


Tom a flying trip to London, and American Decca’s relations with , 


British Decca looked likely for a more cordial entente than had existed. 
In fact, everything pointed to a most placid accord within the com- 
ny. Curbed by contractual restrictions from the foreign market, U. S. 

ca had formed Coral Records as a means to get into England. 


British Decca, of course, had invaded America the last two years with | 


® London label (being estopped from using the Decea brand name in | broke, the stock firmed upwards program for various reasons 


on Monday and yesterday (Tues.). ‘deemed equally silly. 


€ Western Hemisphere). 
(Continued on page 39) s 


PIRIT OF 78 


The galaxy of names associated | 


ANLY CUTTING 
WHAT'S NEEDED 


Major record companies are 
being very careful about investing 


rolling along at only a fair rate 
(off from wartime, but still better 


than pre-war figures), television 
and vari-speed platters to con- 
sider, very little “master inven- 


tory” is being stacked away on 78 
r.p.m. pop platters. 

In the past, when an artists and 
repertoire division head called a 
band or singer into a recording 
studio for a session, the majority 
of times the artists involved would 
cut a minimum of four sides. Two 
only may have been immediately 
needed pops. The remaining two 
may have been standards, particu- 
larly valued arrangements of orig- 
inal songs, et al. These were stash- 
ed away on the shelf for future re- 
lease. Such a_ procedure’ was 
cheaper since the musicians in a 
name band or the men hired to 
accompany singers drew fixed 
scales for three hours’ work, 
whether they worked that long or 
not. So, it was economically sound 
to do future disks on such dates. 





Since the record ban was lifted, | 


however, none of the major com- 
panies is putting material on the 
shelves. All are cutting only 
what they need. Waxing two sides 
instead of four now occurs the ma- 
jority of the times a band or singer 
records. In the longer run, the 
practice saves money. There is no 
coin investment stashed on shelves 
and the pop 78 divisions are not 
loading themselves with material 
that can cut their throats in the 
event television makes deeper and 
deeper inroads and the Micro- 
groove Long-Playing and 45 rpm 
disks move into favor quicker than 
is now thought. 

Another angle is the artistic one. 
When four sides per three hours 
were being attempted almost every 
recording. date; there usually was 
some rush attached to getting them 
in. Performers and recording men 
always seem to dawdle with the 
first two sides and find themselves 
short of time on the last two. Re- 
sults technically poor recordings 

‘very often. Doing two disks in 
| three hours, it’s felt, makes for 
better product. 


Milton Rackmil 


New Decca Prez 


At a board meeting yesterday 





(RPM) ON 


WANE 
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unnecessary coin in the disk busi- | 
ness at the moment. With business | 





Petrillo Ends Contract 


Between Brown, Morris 
Hollywood, March 29. 

Pianist-singer Charles Brown 
inked a five-year contract with 
Federal Artists after James C. 
Petrillo intervened personally to 
release Brown from his William 
Morris deal. 

Brown, formerly a member of 
Johnny Moore's Three Blazers, had 
inked a pact with Morris that had 
two years to run. He contended 
pact was voided when he left the 
Blazers to form his own combo and 
refused to pay the agency commis- 
sions on his Aladdin Records deal. 
Hassle was stalemated until Brown 


appealed to Petrillo under AFM 
chieftain’s ruling that no union 
musician can file a civil court 


action until the union takes a hand. 
Petrillo ordered Morris to release 
Brown and latter promptly signed 
with Federal. 


Varsity Claims 


New Market 


Eli Oberstein, who’s producing 
the Varsity label line selling at 
39c. (44c. with tax) is adamantly 
certain that the people buying his 
disks are not as a rule those who 
have been purchasers of major 
labels selling at 79c. and above. 
And he has figures that purport 
to prove his contention. 

Firstly, Oberstein asserts that 
almost every recording of a hit 
song that he markets sells a fairly 
even amount of copies. An out- 
'standing hit may sell higher, but 
as a rule the average is eonsistent- 
ly in the same neighborhood in 
the number of copies sold. Sec- 
ondly, he claims that pop songs 
that have been out of favor since 
as far back as last fall are still 
being ordered by his dealers. It 
indicates to him that people are 
being drawn by price who nor-| 
|mally might not even buy any. 
‘records at all at the 79c. tap.) 





| Thirdly, Oberstein points out that 


| Macy’s, New York, which handles | 
his line, disposes of a good 70% | 
of its sale via mail and phone| 
| orders. Of course, this could and | 
|most likely is accounted for by) 
‘the fact that Macy’s is the only| 
'N. Y. outlet for Varsity. | 
| At any rate, Oberstein claims| 
| that the majority of the people | 
'who purchase Varsity disks are) 


+ 
{ 
} 


Coast Promoters Wave Bigger Coin 
Guarantees at Name Batoneers 


Hollywood, March 29. 
Indicating a growing optimism 
on the part of western ballroom 
operators, salaries for name bands 
have started to spiral upward in 
this area. Figures, of course, aren’t 
near those quoted during the lush 


war years when terrific terpery 
takes were common, but guaran- 
tees now exceed those paid last 


year at this time and are still mov- 
ing upward. 

As an example, Benny Goodman 
goes into Jerry Jones’ Rainbo 
Randevu in Salt Lake City, April 
20, for four days at a $6,000 guar- 
antee and 60°. It’s the biggest 
guarantee Jones has ever anted up 
for such a stand. Goodman, now 
in his final week at the Palladium 
here, is drawing a $5,500 weekly 
guarantee and a split of all admis- 
sion coin over the $13,500 mark for 
the stand. 

Del Courtney, who opens at the 
Cocoanut Grove of the Ambassa- 
dor tonight (29) is drawing $2,750 
for backing Rudy Vallee. He suc- 
ceeds Carmen Cavallaro, who 
drew $4,000 per stanza for a four- 
week stay. 

Victor Lombardo restores a 
name band policy to the Aragon 
terpery tomorrow (30) at $2,500 
per week. At Casino Gardens, 
Harry James has been drawing that 
same figure, against 60%, for a 
three-day weekend. 

Another spot shelling out top 
coin is .the Hollywood-Empire 
Room. Louis Armstrong combo 
started a 10-day stand last Thurs- 
day (24) at $4,000 and a slice of 
bar and admission business for the 
full week with lap-over on a pro- 
rata basis. Charlie Ventura’s nine- 
picce bebop outfit opens the same 
spot April 19 at $2,000 and a cut 
of bar take. Even lesser known 
combos are getting in on the gravy. 
Roy Milton’s six-piecer grabbed 
$1,150 per week for a recent date 
at the Empire and on a one-niter 
at the Avodon, teamed with Amos 
Milburn, drew 2,600  payees. 
Each combo was in at $600 guaran- 
tee, but outpouring of stub-buyers 
at $1.25 sent both orchs home with 
$900. 


Caps New ‘Glow 
Lyric Irks Marks 


E. B. Marks, publisher of the 
standard “Glow Worm,” has writ- 
ten Capitol Records for an explan- 
ation of its Johnny Mercer record- 
ing of the tune, with “special” 





‘not normal record buyers—-they’re | jyries by the songwriter-singer. 


_(Tues.) afternoon, a new president than 6,00(,000 of his low-price hit-/¢or a license to record the tune 
\of Decca Records, Inc., was named disks since the company went intO with the added wordage, which is 


in the person of Milton R. Rack- operation last July. 


mil, the executive veepee. With| 


the late Jack Kapp and the late Music Pubs Miffed By 


E. F. Stevens, Jr., they were the 
‘key men in organizing the new 
‘company after the trio had left 
| Brunswick. Like Kapp, Stevens, 
who was the veepee in charge of 
sales, was .a victim of high blood 
| pressure and died three years ago 
at the age of 44. 

All other officers remain: Dave 
Kapp, v.p. in charge of recording 
‘and artists; Leonard W. Schneider, 
v.p. and g.m.; Louis Buchner, 
treasurer; Samuel Yamin, 
Rackmil was the original treasurer | 





|not exactly a parody, but along 
| similar lines, and Marks asserts it 
| has never been asked to issue one. 
| It wants to know by what authority 
, Capitol took such liberties. 


Ciggie Show's Nix of | Letter, signed by Herb Marks, 


| 
| threatens no action of any sort. It 
Fiber 
‘Adorable’: Due to ABC § simply wants to know how come 
,Cap moved as it did without secur- 
Music men look upon the latest | ing permission for tampering with 





discrimination by radio sponsors | the tune. Most publishers of stand- 
against a pop song as one of the |ard material frown on anyone tak- 
most ridiculous of all such occur-|jng liberties with valuable ma- 
rences. Because its first three lines | terjal. “Glow Worm” recording by 
start with “A,” “B,” “C,” the tune, | Mercer, for example, is done in a 
“A You're Adorable” is being kept rhythm style, different than the 
sec, Off some cigaret programs because | ysual interpretation. Pubs have al- 
of the lyrical similarity to Ches- | ways felt that if such an approach 


of Decea, later made v.p. Kapp terfield’s “ABC” approach to its | to a tune were to make a hit, then 


now assumes full charge of all of commercial. 


the company’s recording activities. 

As Rackmil emphasized in the 
official company statement, all of 
Kapp’s policies and plans have 
‘been well formulated. 


phabet tune, in that it progresses 
all the way down the 26 letters. | several weeks ago to Charlie Bar- 
But the highlighting of the first 
three is what bothers Chesterfield’s | win’s “Rhapsody in Blue,” one of 
rivals. Published by Laurel Music, |the most valuable of all copy- 


ay the tune in its original form would 
Actually, “Adorable” is an al-| be harmed for years to come. This 
was the basis of the objections 


net’s jazz version of George Gersh- 


The company’s strong cash busi- a new firm operated by Tommy | rights. 


ness; the just-closed Bing Crosby valando, the song is moving into 





,renewal; the deal with Guy Lom-' the hit class and pubs are waiting | REVENUE BOYS TAP BARRON 


‘economic position. 


bardo to continue; the ironing-out tg see what will happen when and 
of an awkward business situation jf jt reaches “Hit Parade” propor- 
with the British Decca company— | tions. 
‘all these put the firm in its best sponsored by Lucky Strike. 


Chicago, March 29. 
John Jarecki, Northern Illinois 
collector of internal revenue last 
has caused many a week filed a lien against Blue Bar- 


“Hit Parade,” of course, is 


“Parade” 


After a mild selloff of 50c. on squawk of similar nature by pubs, ron, orch leader for $358 in Fed- 
Saturday, when the Kapp news because it kept hit songs off the | eral employment taxes and $680 in 


social security payments. 
' Lien covers the last half of 1948. 
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igo looked all set to take a leisurely European trip with his family 
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Salute to Kapp 

A national radio program, 
in honor of Jack Kapp’s con- 
tributions to American music 
and showmanship, is being 
| planned. Participants may,in- 
| clude Irving Berlin, Rodgers 
| & Hammerstein, the Lom- 
bardos, Bing Crosby, Fred 


~ Jack Kapp 


Continued from page 37 Som 
Crosby, the Lombardos and other favorable talent deals wrapped, 











ith 


. d long planned. 
which he visioned a recording and eronend plant for Decca in Israel, | 
ive manpower setup numbering 60. Setting it up was to | F : 
with — po of this summer’s European junket. Kapp and his wife | } Sonia ae ences: 7 a 
cary de European trips the last two years. It was in July, 1947, that Ted Lewis se on ol Z ote 
ad e number of American showfolk turned up in Paris for the 25th | identified with Decca di ki 4 
a ave ol anniversary of Jack and Frieda Kapp, which was signalized by | ——— 
's lavish bound volume of greetings to Paris from personalities in Holly- | 
a Broadway and around the globe. 
Kapp’s father died at 52, also a victim of high blood pressure, and 
hile the Decca prexy took reasonably good care of himself it is felt | 
v thin the trade that recent events may have contributed to his death. 
r ling noticeably and unusually gay when he left his office Friday 
— ing, because of the Crosby signaturing, he was stricken in a taxi 
ase ute and collapsed at his East 64th street house when the cab driver 
seiped him inside. He died within the hour in the presence of his wife, 
iets Blumberg. president of Universal Pictures, and Jock Lawrence, 
. ee of J. Arthur Rank Organization, close friends of the family. 
ve rith Crosby’s defection to CBS under a William S. Paley “capital 





Bing Ducks Tape-Recording 
Hollywood, March 28. 

Out of respect to Jack Kapp, 
his longtime business associ- 
ate, Bing Crosby did not tape- 
record his Philco program per 
custom on Monday (27), the 
day of the funeral services in 
New York. The crooner, who 
does not fiv, was held west by 
pre-commitments, including a 
Sunday night broadcast, and 


ains” deal, the affiliated Columbia Records had been heatedly pressur- could not attend the services. 
a the crooner. The matter of a new contract had been stalling for The Philco airer. with 
almost a year. In addition, the current intra-recording industry uncer- guestars Rudy Vallee and 


tainties over the 33 and 45 rpm versus the heretofore standard 78 rpm’s 
further complicated the business. W hen Kapp, furthermore, was told 
that Columbia had cut its prices to 60c (as against the 75¢ platter), he 
threw it away with the observation, “Are they mad?” “But,” as one of 


his intimates stated, “Jack slept nights; nothing disturbed him.” Rack- 
mil’s statement stresses that Kapp’s and the company’s “fully formu- oast 
lated plans, policy and destinies remain undisturbed.” 


Two years ago Kapp reorganized Decca’s operations consistent with ° 
the necessary postwar readjusted economies. Only two weeks ago he | 
put down a casual series of 15 tape-recorded platters analyzing all the | . ames ert 
latest Decca recordings as to quality, showmanship, merchandising, | 
longevity of artists and Sa ea etc. He : ne ac get a ed pe 
detail. Decca’s largest common stockholder, the $2, 000 | = ; 
aiectetion in paper profits of his holdings were lightly regarded by Pe Reber ge has been named 
, age eRe ah cd: ‘ a é é e first West Coast 
him as he set the sights of his company on new horizons. committee of the American Society 
As during the 1948 Petrillo debacle, which saw Decca drawing on its o¢ enenenaee Autieon . ap blish 
wealth of backlog material, he juggled albums and music merchandising pint + Apa le " 4 pe Te co = 
ideas by giving talent and tune groupings new sales and exploitation Rates” Tae Robi " sors ‘fake 
pegs. He would shift from accenting the artist to putting emphasis sade _ on - 4 Ww: iter K y 
on name composers, such as Berlin, Porter, Gershwin, Rodgers & Ham- ;°"* y vere oe ae ee. 
merstein and kindred anthologies. He would cull classic oldies and| Election ends a two-year fight of 
intersperse them with new recordings. the Coast group to get official voice 


Walter O'Keefe, will pe re- 
corded later. 








Hollywood, March 29. 


It's common knowledge that even with the Petrillo inroads into his | in ASCAP affairs. Chairman of the | 
backlog there are dozens of Crosby, Jolson and kindred platters as yet group will go to N. Y. four times | 


unreleased. Unlike his contemporaries, the pre-Dec. 31, 1947, deadline | annually to lay grievances and re- 
did not panic him into waxing a mess of music on Decca disks, just to | ports of Hollywood membership 
have it. He had been doing that leisurely, steadily for years. | before the Board. — 
Kapp felt that songs were timeless, that any datedness was imme- bert hasn't had time to collect 
diately dissipated by an unusual recording. His technique with Crosby, |beefs, he won't attend ASCAP 
the Andrews, Jolson, et al., is now show biz history. His respect for our spring meeting, which opens Tues- 
modern American composers was emphasized in a recent address before day (29) in N. Y. 
the Radio Executives Club of New York when he was struck with the | New committee meets here April 
fact that there were 1,300 different versions of Strauss to only 14 of 15 for first time. Committee mem- 
Victor Herbert at one time that he studied the sundry catalogs. bers remain in office for three 
He felt that what Puccini was to Italy, Wagner to Germany, Strauss years. Coasters have won fight to 


to Austria, Debussy to France, etc., that’s what American songsmiths have ASCAP pay for chairman’s April 11. 


were to America, and he proceeded to give voice and permanency— jaunts to N. Y. from general fund, 
via wax—to the living American songwriters. | not from writers’ royalties. 


But since Gil- | 


| 


| 


Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Emil Coleman*... Waldorf (400; $2) es 15 1,810 41,660 
Gardner Benedict* New Yorker (400: $1-$1.50) .... 16 950 17,925 
| Lawrence Welk . Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2) ....... 1 1,550 1.550 
_Jimmy Dorsey .. Statler (450; $1-$1.50) ....... -» 1 1,820 1,820 


} 
| 
| 





| 
' 











* Waldorf, Carl Brisson; New Yorker, ice revue. 





Chicago 
Barclay Allen (Empire Room, Palmer House, 550; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Victor Borge keeping ropes up. Excellent 4,000 covers. 


Henry Brandon (Marine Room, Edgewater, 700; $1.20 cover. Nice 


' weather hiked take up to healthy 2,600 tabs. 


cover). 


'a Mutual affiliate. 


Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 200; $2.00 min.-$1.05 cover), 
Small room continues at husky pace with upped 1,600 pavees. 

Dick LaSalle (Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 350; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Irwin Corey opened Thurs. (24). Slight increase to 1,500 covers. 

Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 773: $3.50 min.-$1.55 
Ice show and Masters register hefty convensh trade. Buzzing 
3,000 tabs. 





Los Angeles 
Carmen Cavallaro (Ambassador. 900: $1.50-$2). 
Fourth and final week. Swell 3.300 covers 
Jan Garber (Biltmore, 900; $1-$1.50). Fine 3,000. 
Ted Fio Rito (Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). Slacking 1,100. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 

Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.). 
tion activities upped tabs to 3,600. 

Chuck Foster (Aragon: $1-$1.15 adm.). 
fave hypoed admissions to 14,500. 

Al Trace (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). 
Nice 2,300 tabs. 

Griff Williams (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 
Williams. Hot 16,000 admissions. 


With Modernaires, 





Weather and conven- 
Opened Mon. (21). Local 
Increase over last week. 


Garnering hefty trade with 





(Los Angeles) 
Benny Goodman (Palladium B., Hollywood, 3rd wk.). 
admissions. 


300d 12,000 


Beiry Gas Midesd Br PLAN TO INCREASE 
Col. for 2 Pic Shorts) GERSHWIN AWARDS 


Miami, March 29. | The George Gershwin Tribute 
Barry Gray, just back from a Committee is seeking to enlarge 
Hollywood vacation, has been! the number and amount of awards 
Neb . ~~ | being made to promising compos- 
signed by Columbia pictures for ers, Concert to be held April 23 
two shorts to be made with Jimmy at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., will go 
Dorsey and Miguelito Valdes. Films toward augmenting prizes. 
are to be made in New York where| George Jessel will read a com- 
shooting is slated to start around mentary on Gershwin at the — 
SROCURE 1s | : cert and Gershwin award winner 
of last year, Ned Rorem, will have 
yray is disk jockey for WKAT, his prize-winning “Overture in C” 
premiered. 




















In Memoriam 


From the book, “Peace 
of Mind,” the late Rabbi 
Joshua Loth Liebman 
says: “The glory of life 
consists 







in our very 
ability to feel deeply 
and experience widely; 
it is the part-of wisdom 
to taste the cup of joy and sorrow without inner precious. 
rebelliousness, to accept with equanimity the 
inevitable fact that we, and all we possess, are 
transient just because we are such sensitive keeping. 
Creatures; that the marvel of our make-up, the 


superb 


spend a day in a great park, a park filled with 


intricacy of our chemical, physical, 
Spiritual organization, gives us our supreme 
blessings and makes our little day on earth in- 
finitely more significant than all of the rocks and tranquil waves. 
Stones which last unchanged but also untouched 
by the winds of the centuries. beauty. 

I often feel that death is not the enemy of 
life, but its friend, for it is the knowledge that 


Our years are limited which makes them so 


Hack Kapp 


It is the truth that time is but lent 
to us which makes us, at our best, look upon 


our years as a trust handed into our temporary 


many gardens and playgrounds and azure- 
tinted lakes with white boats sailing upon the 
True, the day allotted to each 
one of us is not the same in length, in light, in 
Some children of earth are privileged 
to spend a long and sunlit day in the garden 
of the earth. For others the day is shorter, 


cloudier, and dusk descends more quickly as in 


——— _— | 






a winter’s tale. But 
whether our life is a 









long summery day or a 
shorter wintry after- 
noon, we know that in- 
evitably there are storms 
and squalls which over- 


° 


cast even the _ bluest 
heaven and there are sunlit rays which pierce 
the darkest autumn sky. The day that we are 
privileged to spend in the great park of life is not 


the same for all human beings, but there is 


We are like children privileged to 


enough beauty and joy and gaiety' fm the 
Then 


for each one of us the moment comes when the 


hours if we will but treasure them. 


great nurse, death, takes man, the child, by 
the hand and quietly says, ‘It is time to go 
home. Night is coming. It is your bedtime, 
child of earth. Come; you're tired. Lie down 
at last in the quiet nursery of nature and sleep. 
Stars shine in 


Sleep well. The day is gone. 


the canopy of eternity’.” 


Hildegarde 


Anna Sosenkeo 4 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Ot ee 
-— 
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See ASCAP Asking More Coin 


From Video Than from Radio 


Publisher members of American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers have indicated that 

. . 

ASCAP will seek more coin from 
television than it’s been obtaining 
in radio. Reason for upped de- 
mands from tele is the fear that 
the new medium may cause a de- 
cline in record, sheet music, etc., 
sales 

Meanwhile, Board extended its 
gratis music rights to television at 
its meeting last week. Extension is 


valid until April 30, 1949. How- 
ever, music industry feels that tele 
will have been sufficiently estab- 
lished by then to warrant full 
video rates, which are still to be 
established. 


Publisher members feel that the 
culfo terms for video in the past 
constituted a tremendous aid to the 


infant industry, and _ telecasiers 
won't push its fight against estab- | 
lished terms too far when new 
agreement comes up for discussion. | 





Bray and Martin Exit = 
London Records, N. Y. 


London Records is reducing its 
New York staff with the paring of 
top personnel from the _ outfit. 
James P. Bray, veepee in charge of 
Joe Martin, adver- 


national sales 


tising manager, and Richard Paga- 


nelli, of the library sales dept., 
have vacated their posts. No re- 
placements are currently being 


considered. 
Company will concentrate on 
expanding its distributor setup. 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending March 17) 
London, March 18. 


Slow Boat to China... .Morris 
Buttons and Bows.... Victoria 
Faraway Places........ Leeds 
Heart of Loch Lomond... .Unit 
Cuckoo Waltz...Keith-Prowse 
When You're in Love. ..Wood 
Maharajah Magador. .Chappell 


12th Street Rag..... Chappell 
2) 2 Strauss-Miller 
My Happiness....... Chappell 
iy | Pe Connelly 
a Rr Feldman 


Second 12 


Crystal Gazer. 
Cuanto le Gusta 
Dream of Olwen 
Perhaps 


.Dash 
Southern 
Wright 
Southern 


Powder Your Face Chappell 
Suvla Bay Box & Cox 
tO" eer Connelly 
Still the Only Girl. .F. D. & H. 
Cool Water Feldman 
You Was Cinephonic 
Put ’em in Box Connelly 


Angels Never Tell Lies. . Norris 


(Musical-Historical 
Compiled for 
By JULIUS 


legends and other basic background 


Cavalcade started publication serially. 
clipped and filed for future reference. 


be reproduced either whelly or in part. 





1904 
Absinthe Frappe (It Happened 
in Nordland). w., Glen MacDon- 


ough. m., Victor Herbert. M. Wit- 
mark & Sons, cop. 1904. 

Al Fresco. Orch. composition. m., 
Victor Herbert. M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1904. 

Alexander, Dont’ You Love Your 
Baby No More. w., Andrew B. Ster- 
ling. m., Harry Von Tilzer. Harry 
Von Tilzer Music Pub. Co., cop. 
| 1904. 

Back, Back, Back to Baltimore. 





—— 


~ - 





‘THAT THIS WILL TOP “BALLERINA” 
_ “COOL WATER” AND “LET IT SNOW” 





(Copyright, Variety, ine. 


and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 6, 1948, issue 





VARIETY SONG CAVALCADE 


Review: 1800-1948 ) +++++4,3 


VARIETY 
MATTFELD 

All Rights Reserved) 
information, attendant to the compilation 
when the Variety So 
It is suggested that these installments be 


Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyrighted and may not 


(Cantinued from Last Week 


w., Harry H. Williams. m., Egp 

! , é a AN., Egbder 
Van Alstyne. Shapiro, Rewiae r 
Co., cop. 1904. 


Blue Bell. w., Edward Madden 
m., Theodore F. Morse, F. B. Havi- 
land Pub. Co., Inc., cop. 1904. 

Come, Take a Trip In My Air. 


ship. w., Ren Shields. m., George 
Evans. Chas. K. Harris, cop. 1904 
Down on the Brandywine, y 
” 


Vincent P. Bryan. m., J. B. Mullen 
Shapiro, Remick & Co., cop. 1904 
| Ellen O’Hagen. w., m.. Anita 
Owen. Chicago: Wabash Musie Co. 


cop. 1904 
| Give My Regards to Broadway 
\(Little Johnny Jones). w.. 


| George Mlichael] Cohan, F. yy 
| Mills, cop. 1904. 
Good-bye, Flo 
Jones), w., m., George Mlichael] 
|Cohan. F. A. Mills, cop. 1904. 
| Good-bye, Little Girl, Good-bye, 
iw., Will D. Cobb. m., Gus Edwards 
|M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 1904 by 
|Cobb & Edwards; assigned 1904 to 
| M. Witmark & Sons ’ 
Good Bye, My Lady Love. w.. m 


(Little Johnny 


| Jos. E. Howard. Chas. K. Harris, 
|ecop. 1904. 
Hannah, Won’t You Open That 


| Door? w., Andrew B. Sterling. m.,, 
Harry Von Tilzer. Harry Von Tilzer 
Music Pub. Co., cop. 1904. 

I’ve Got a Feelin’ for You, or, 
Way Down in My Heart. w.. Ea. 
ward Madden. m., Theodore F. 
Morse. F. B. Haviland Pub. Co,, 
Inc., cop. 1904. 

I May Be Crazy, But I Ain’t No 
| Fool. w., m., Alex. Rogers. The 
| Attucks Music Pub. Co., cop. 1904. 

In Zanzibar—My Little Chim- 
panzee (The Medal and the Maid, 
iw., Will D. Cobb. m., Gus Edwards. 
| Shapiro, Remick & Co., cop. 1904. 

Life’s a Funny Proposition After 
All (Little Johnny Jones). w., m,, 
George Mlichael] Cohan. F. A. 





- | Mills, cop. 1904. 


A Little Boy Called “Taps.” w., 
Edward Madden. m., Theodore Ff, 
|Morse. F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., 
;cop. 1904. 

| The Man With the Ladder and 
ithe Hose. w., m., T. Mayo Geary, 
|The Paul Dresser Pub. Co., cop, 
1904 by The American Advance 
Music Co. 

Meet Me in St. Louis, Louis. w., 
Andrew B. Sterling. m., Kerry 
Mills. F. A. Mills, cop. 1904; re- 
newed 1931 by Kerry Mills; as- 
signed 1935 to Jerry Vogel Music 
Co., Inc. 

My Ain Folk. w., Wilfrid Mills. 


m., Laura G. Lemon. London: 
Boosey & Co., cop. 1904. 

My Honey Lou. w., m., Thur- 
land Chattaway. F. B. Haviland 
Pub. Co., Inc., cop. 1904. 

Nan! Nan! Nan! w., Edward 
Madden. m., Theodore F. Morse. 


F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., Inc., cop. 
1904. 

Now Sleeps the Crimson Petal. 
w., Alfred Lord Tennyson. ™., 
Roger Quilter. Boosey & Co., cop. 
1904. 

Please Come and Play in My 
Yard. w., Edward Madden. @™,, 
Theodore F. Morse. F. B. Haviland 
Pub. Co., Inc., cop. 1904. 

The Preacher and the Bear. W., 
m., Joe Arzonia. Philadelphia: 
Eclipse Publishing Co., cop. 1904 
by Longbrake and Arzonia; as 
signed 1905 to Jos. Morris Co, 
Philadelphia. 

She Went to the City. 
Paul Dresser. James H. 
cop. 1904. 

Stop Ye Tickling, Jock! wW., 
Harry Lauder and Frank Folley. 


W., m., 
Curtin, 


m., Harry Lauder. Harms, Inc.. 
cop. 1904 by Francis, Day 
Hunter. 


Sweet Thoughts of Home (Love's 
Lottery). w., Stanislaus Stange. ™.. 
Julian Edwards. M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1904. 

The Tale of the Turtle Dove 
(Woodland). w., Frank Pixley. ™. 





Gustav Luders. M. Witmark 
Sons, cop. 1904. 
Teasing. w., Cecil Mack. ™. 


| Albert Von Tilzer. The York Music 
'Co., cop. 1904. ; 
There Once Was an Owl 
(Babette). w., Harry B. Smith. Mm. 
Victor Herbert. M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1904. 

Three for Jack. w., Fred E. 
Weatherly. m., W. H. Squire. Lon- 
don: Chappell & Co., Ltd., COP: 

4 


: J. Francis 
London: 


The Trumpeter. w.. 
Barron. m., J. Airlie Dix. 
Boosey Co., Ltd., cop. 1904. 

| (Continued next week’s issue) 
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Which is merely a boxing +; i 
& ring, in 
@n effort to rig up a sound stage 
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Music, Record Biz Put Spotlight Tope of the Tope 


“Cruising Down the River” 


On Hillbilly Trend; Sign Top Artists| iS: bs 


“Cruising Down the River” 





ic and record business seem 4 Ss Seller on Coin Machines 
Mus ing’into the hills cur- | jtems coming out on disks b top | “Cruising Down the River” 
heading . y top ¢ 
. 4 in comparison to last year’s | POp names, | Best British Seller 
rently, | 


trend, which kept it in the corn. | Publishers are at the moment “Slow Boat to China” 
rena, 











SG Buys Pu 


ollywood, March 29. 





eeks, there have been | having an itiereasine Aree | 
ng number of hillbilly | hillbilly things subediser Ke 

e Pesoping out onto the popu- | 

vibe of the music and disk biz. 
arg recording companies are tak- | not believe that a Songwriter ac- 


ing full advantage of them, by re- | 


ing them both ways—in the oy pop ballads and/or novelties . 
a avtelon with pop <img and /can be successful] at writing hill- | Disks on Black Market 
illbilly divisions, too. billy. They claim the technique is | 
in the hillbill; : : . -s ap ee peg By. aa Stockholm, March 22. 
Whether the music publishers, vastly different, that hillbilly writ- Although niteries are not per- 


i companies, or songwrit- ers get away with all sorts of things 
aEEE ccopeusthie for the full! that » Pop writer cannot even 
we ht of the crossing of hillbilly | think of when writing. such as 
a with pop exploitation is dif- Speaking of murder. wife-stealing, 
ficult to determine. It’s not so drunkenness and such. Only one 
long ago that Eddy Arnold, one of pop writer had the knack—Billy 
the best sellers of records RCA- Hill, w riter of “W agon Wheels.” 
Victor holds, in any category, hit Too, the hillbilly writer is not al- 
solidly with “Bouquet of Roses. Ways as careful with his verse. 
Tune got so hot Decca made it as Words may not rhyme, but the 
a pop with Dick Haymes and other melodic sound is Similar and cor- 
companies did the same. But, a rect to the ear and they get away 
short time ago, Morrris Music de- | with it. Pop writers would never 
liberately set out to make a hill- | try, 
billy—“Careless Hands’’—a pop But, regardless of who's writing p 
success, reversing the procedure. | the tune, pop publishers and the 
It has been made both ways by | pop divisions of major and minor 
virtually every company having recording companies are Currently | Another result 
both pop and hillbilly divisions and Betting a lift from a melodic 
either way by those that don’t. groove that heretofore has occu- records, with th 


chestras. 


ceeding with the pop public is a tion from the POP people. And it only import 
throwback to the penchant for seems to be Browing daily, from England. 
corn shown last year. They are ee 


Inc., Publishing-ar- 
| Tanging conce 
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erine Glasser, 
by Screen G 
| Will be heade 


Albert and Kath- 
has been taken over 
uild Productions and 
d by SG prexy Robert 


i i ahumincl ange “Puts fo SWedes Yen U.S, Platters, 
_customed in the Past to knocking Bands in Dollar Lack Nix; 


nes to be published un- 
anagement will be 
ames Ballad” and 
’ from Screen 
: “I Shot Jesse James,” 


GARBER TO GET $4,0 
FOR CATALINA LOCATION 


ation fee in this 

—$4,000 weekly 

nt at Casino b 

d, beginning 

arber’s first r 
7 


mitted by the government, the Na- : 
tional, a restaurant here. is cur- | Guild’s film 
rently offering three acts in a room 
called the Club Harlem. Until re- 
cently the National featured danc- 
ing in two Separate rooms, but can- 
celled one room out, in favor of a 
club. Appearing on the club bil] 
are Winnie from Trinidad, Lord 
Caresser and Charles Yudah, while 
the dance room features two or- 


Interest in music here is strong, 
and it’s felt that American dance | p 
ands would gO over big, but be- 


Booking was arr 
€ cooperation o 
ager of the Bilt; 
Garber has been 
September. 19 
options, until] 
ly but Faber 


anged through 
f Joe Faber, man- 
nore Bowl, where 


importation of bands is impossible, | 
of the dollar short- 
age is the Scarcity of American 

e€ only available 
That the hillbilly tunes are suc- pled a neglible amount of atten- ones sold on the black market. The | 


of records today is 


47. Band is ti 
June at $2,500 
d a release to 


Permit the new boo 





rather obscure artists, the hillbilly 





trend is getting better attention 


—— —_ 
just as simple lyrically and mel- 
odically. But, whereas .the corn 
tunes that sprang up last year were 
spawned by small companies and 

















from recorders. Top artists, who LARIETY ———— & 
couldn’t take ony ~~ oe of Survey of retail disk hese & 
rial, r ein as- = ~ 
» ay lip eand babel For ex- sellers, based on reports ob- o g Sis 
ample, Bing Crosby and Evelyn tained from leading Stores in Sisis!o ys 
Knight are being coupled on “How 12 cities and showing com Mi Zi iui iesig& 
It Lies.” a thing that Connie parative sales rating for this «|e 31/8] 2 
Haines did for Coral. and last week. vl g si/2i eg 
Decca a few weeks ago coupled ae ei/e2lialieg - 
the Andrews Sisters and Ernest ° e|z iif 
Tubb, its top hillbilly name, on, National Week Ending ;/Zlexlo|@ 
“Don't Rob Another Man’s Castle.” R ti “/ 7 < @ | 
Same was done by Capitol with Jo pia! MARCH 26 e wi | | 2 
Stafford and Gordon MacRea on mie 4 § 8 
“Need You,” another hillbilly get- This Last B ~lielt 
ling attention. Those songs are wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title z a S Ps Dw 
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pereennnnmeteneiesanesace a, — een $e < 
ING CROSBY (Decca) 
B A R di Ni d 2B C8 “Far Away Places” _ ite 2 2, rena 
RUSS MORGAN (Decca) 
* ome a 0 xe 3A_9 “Forever and Ever”. TS a 7a - és 
| neni a ne 
VELY ) 
Montevideo, March 18. EVEL N KNIGHT (Decca Be ss . 
Despite Opposition from the pow 3B 6 Powder Face With Sunshine”. . P 
erful Argentine Musicians’ Union BING CROSBY (Decca) 5 6 8 
coupled with the indifference ex-\| 4 2 “Galway Bay ete se sss ssa Vor ee 
Pressed by key radio men and the | GORDON MacRAE (Capitol) 
Entertainment Board, eer! 8 7 Sem iow. th Jee Oe. 5 
Xavier Cugat has personally swung RUSS MORGAN (Decca) 
4 deal whereby he'll give three per- ae = Jeon Te A 
ormances in Buenos Aires. How- oe BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) 
ever, unless there’s a last minute “ a Oe eure 
nge, none of these will be broad. 7A 4 Cruising Down the River”...... es 
cast due to the MU’s attitude. es RUSS MORGAN (Decca) ‘ 
Trio of Performances are Slated 7B 12 “Sunflower BARES RAR ee . oe - ee - ie ee ee : 
it March 30, April 1 and April 4 MILLS BROS. (Decca) 


e age © Capacity Luna Park 8 3 “I Love You So Much i i ora 
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nderway at the Stadium, 9 10 “Careless Hands”... .. 10 
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and decoration 10 9 I've Got My Love to Keep 
show, worthy of a Cugat INK SPOTS (Decca) 
Promoters of the Cy ’ 1 ili ee a a oe, era 
Bat p.a.’s es- ae : 
timate that the gross on the three PERRY COMO (Victor) 4 
©Ws should Tun between $50,000 12A_.. “Forever and Ever” Sit eT ae ae ee 
me $100, in addition to result. | —— LARRY GREEN | Victor) 
tnt ripe disk sales, Never- 12B_.. “Big, Wide, Wonderful Er ae 
25-man’ band 4,0! ‘tansporting the MEL TORME (Capitol) 


“Careless Te ba ae ae 











of continent absorbs a hefty wad DINAH SHORE (Columbia) 














Hence the impresarios 13A_.. “Far Away Places”. ete ee ee ey ee 
may even Wind up in the red FREDDIE GARDNER (Columbia) , 
Dwhile, Cugat has been tour- 13B_.. “In the Mood for ae oo os) of 
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ree Weeks. Outn: has played at | 138 14 a RR CY eee 
eat State-run Carrasco’s deluxe DENNIS DAY (Victor) 7 
fiy, nO and also made stopovers at 13F 11 “Claney pomeeee We Beem we 8s 4. ba _- 
4 other beach towns as well as GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
Ontevideo Itself. 13G = “Be Mine” rot 865455 se de sie ns ae 06 ee ** ** ee 
> BETSY GAY (Capitol) . 
Como $8 Charity Stint 13H _ .. “Didn't Know Gun Was Loaded”. . Tht tae 
Befor Buffalo, March 29. | 1 2 | 3 
€ 4 Capacity house at Klein- WORDS AND T THE 
hans Mug; KISS ME, KATE JAIZ A 
Sic Hall, ¥ ' 
feted $5,000 der mo “scholarship FIVE TOP MUSIC | "a 
Clute the local Romulus Club. ALBUMS Broadway Cost Varied Artists | “Varied Artists | Woody Hermon 
Present i 
, new Car in return ieee at Columbia M-G-M | Mercury 
band’s curty warbling, 
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BMI Wants Exclusive Deals With 
bs Doubling Into ASCAP 


es 


Broadcast Music, Ine.. is devel- 
oping an aversion to music pub- 
lisher affiliations which also oper- 
‘ate firms that are members of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. BMI execs 
haven't advised pubs currently 
operating on BMI coin that they 
must dump the ASCAP outlets to 
Maintain BMI connections, but they 
would like to see it happen. 

BMI is now partial to “exclusive” 
deals on the theory that a pub- 
lisher who operates firms connect- 
ed with both performance rights 
Societies has a choice in the place- 
ment of new songs taken for pub- 
lication. Whether it feels ASCAP 
outlets are the repositories for a 
majority of the better material is 
anybody's guess. But it does feel 
certain that a BMI publisher who 
doesn't also operate an ASCAP 
outlet has no choice but to deposit 
all accepted material under the 
BMI banner. 

BMI execs huddled with heads 
of Leeds Music recently on a new 
deal for Duchess Music, Leeds BMI 
firm. The exclusive arrangement 
Was suggested and flatly rejected 
on any terms, it’s said. BMI want- 
ed to renew and make Duchess a 
much larger operation than it now 
is and would like to see Leeds Zo 
completely BMI. Leeds execs 
backed aw ay from the idea and has 
not as yet decided on a course to 
take. 


Ingle Patterns 
Combo to TY 


Figuring that television is a vital 
and natural medium for his type of 
comedy band, Red Ingle is chang- 
ing men in his Natural Seven so 
as to make it eligible for Sustaining 
video shows out of N. Y. Now x 
“travelling” band because it is com- 
posed partly of men who are not 
members of N. Y. local 802 of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
Ingle is in the process of replacing 
the non-802 men with musicians 
who are members of the local. 

Ingle wants to be able to do the 
sustaining show on NBC-TY, which 
Was to have started last week (29 o 
but which 802 cancelled out on 
him because of its rules against 
travelling bands taking sustaining 
radio or video jobs. He feels the 





changes are worth the results since 
his combo. which works along the 
Same lines as Spike Jones’ (he 
Sprang from that band), was very 


Successful on a remote program 
from January through early March 


from Meyer Horowitz's Village 
Barn, N. Y. 


At the same time 802 barred 


Ingle from NBC-TYV, it barred the 
Page Cavanagh Trio for the same 
reason. Cavanagh may go on tele, 
however, on a show Sponsored by 
the U. S. Marines. 


‘Wth-Fox Seeks Use 


Of Warren Tune Tag 
On Completed Film 


Hollywood, March 29. 
Though lensing of the Dan 


/Dailey-Ann Baxter Starrer has 


been completed, 20th-Fox stil] is 


dickering for the right to use 
' “You're My Everything” as title 
tune of its new musical and for 
“Would You Like to Take a 
Walk?”, another standard which is 


used in the film. Both were writ- 
ten by Harry Warren. 

“Everything,” penned 15 years 
ago and sold to Ed Wynn for the 
Broadway production, “The Laugh 
Parade,” was published by Harms, 
a Warner subsid. Songwriter was 
told of the ditty’s - use while the 
tilm was still before the cameras, 
but no pact Was signed. “Walk” 
was penned for Billy Rose's first 
show, “Sweet and Low.” Warren 
Says he expects a deal to be con- 
cluded shortly, but amount to be 
paid for Synchronization rights has 
not vet been determined. Warren, 
Wynn and Harms will Share in the 
feé for “Everything.” 

Studio also is using a pair of 
other Warren Standards, “Chat- 
tanooga Choo-Choo” and “Ser- 
ernade in Blue,” but already owns 


rights to these since they were 


| contract to 20th. He is now at 
et 
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Victor's 45 Release This Week 
Speeds Up Battle of the RPM's 


The battle of rpm’s begins in 
earnest this week. Rivalry between 
Victor and Columbia for supremacy 
in new disk reproduction speeds 
will be accelerated when Victor re- 
leases its 45 rpm line on a nation- 
wide basis starting tomorrow 
(Thurs.). Simultaneously, firm an- 
nounced its prices for the new plat- 
ter at 65c for the popular series 
and 95c for the Red Seal series. 

At the same time, Micro-Verter, 
Inc.. under CBS license, has an 
nounced availability of a device 
which when attached to the con- 
ventional 78 rpm turntable is capa- 
ble of handling Columbia’s LP rec- 
ords using the 33 speed. Device was 
developed under direction of Dr. 
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ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


_ 799 SEVENTH AVE., NEW YORK 19,N. Y, 


j MURRAY BAKER, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 








As Everlasting a Melody as STAR DUST 


THE DREAM of OLWEN 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


1619 Broodwoy. New York 19. N.Y 


THE LITTLE -OLD 
CHURCH NEAR 

LEICESTER 

SQUARE 


OXFORD MUSIC CORP. 





















1619 Broadway, New York 











DISC JOCKEYS 
THE EVER FAVORITE 


EXACTLY 
LIKE YOU 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN 


[DON'T SEEME 
IN YOUR EYES 
ANYMORE 
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1619 Broadway 





; Westinghouse and Zenith. 


New York! } 


Peter Goldmark, CBS engineer who 
aided in developing Columbia’s LP 
record and player. 

Columbia last week declared that 
LP sales had been slipping because 


of confusion caused by Victors 45 | 


rpm development, but pickup had 
been evidenced because of appar- 
ent dissipation of doubts. Victor 
on the other hand declares that 
dealers are now enthusiastic about 


the new machine despite early 
hostility. 
The battle for lining up disk 


manufacturers to go along with 
either concern continues unabated. 
Latest to ally with Columbia is the 
Italian label, Cetra Soria, which 
has joined Mercury, Discovery, Al- 
legro, Concert Hall Society and 
Mavfair in the Columbia fold. Capi- 
tol has decided to go along with 
Victor in the production of 45 
rpm platters. 

Set manufacturers have also 
been lined up by both firms. Those 
that will incorporate the 45 are 
Admiral, Air-King, Andrea, Auto- 
matic, Belmont, Bendix, Brunswick, 
Bandwick-Bowen, Crosley, Dewald, 
Emerson, Fada Farnsworth-Cape- 
hart, Freed-Eisman, Garod, Halli- 
crafter, Hoffman, Motorola, Pack- 
ard-Bell, Sentinel, Sonora, Spartan, 
Stewart - Warner, Stromberg - Carl- 
son, Teletone and Wells Gardner. 

Manufacturers going in for LP 
arms are Admiral, Capehart, 
Crosley, General Electric, Magna- 
vox, Stewart-Warner, Stromberg 
Carlson, V-M, Webster-Chicago, 
Several 
will have all three playing arms. 








WINS $2,250 ON SEVEN 


SONG INFRINGEMENTS 


Infringement of seven songs pub- 
lished by his Italian Book Co. won 
Antonio de Martino a  $2.250 


judgment from four defendants 
following a two-day trial last week 
in N. Y. federal court before 
Justice Alfred C. Coxe. Tune- 
pirating allegedly was done by 
Arazio Cammi, .play 
orchestra leader Orazio Peseri and 
singers Mario Trovato and Tina 
Stipanelli. Plaintiff collected the 
Statutory award of $250 for each 
infringement plus $500 counsel 
fees. 

In a similar action filed in the 
Same court last week, de Martino 
‘charged Armando Benedetti, con- 
cert promoter, and Ernesto Mig- 
liaccio, a conductor, with lifting 
_ two Italian numbers which he had 
,copyrighted. Complaint alleged 
| the compositions were wrongfully 
performed at the Newark Opera 
| House on Feb. 6, 1949. An injunc- 





| being 


producer; / 


_ tions 
| oa aac nc- Trade on the Coast believes viola-|on the Continent. 
_tion, damages and an accounting | tions of the FCC ruling are almost | 


Ohio’s Cedar Point 
To Resume This Year 
Sandusky, O., March 29. 


- After being in darkness all dur- | 


ing the 1948 season, Cedar Point’s 
big ballroom will give name bands 
another whirl this summer. 

A big orchestra policy had been 
in effect for over 10 years, but 
when operating costs eliminated 
all profit in 1947, management de- 


cided to keep the shutters up all | 


last year. 





Pub Pays Tolls as Dinah 


Chats With Deejays In 
Growing Phone ‘Visits’ 


Hollywood, March 29. 

Pair of new wrinkles popped up 
here in the old dodge of having 
top name disk stars guest with 
platter pushers to bally their bis- 
cuits. Such guestints with deejays 
in big towns have been common 
for some time, artists realizing that 
the wax whirlers are instrumental 
in boosting shellac sales. 

Lately, waxers who couldn't 
make in-person guest spots have 
taken to telephoning jocks, calls 
tape recorded for subse- 
quent use on the platter programs. 
Stars generally pay the costs, since 
it’s good exploitation. But the calls 
made by Dinah Shore to a dozen 
disk jocks around the country were 
paid for by a music publisher, 
Robbins, subsidiary of Loew’s. Pub- 
bery cheerfully picked up the $750 
tab since Miss Shore was touting 
her Columbia recording of ‘For- 
ever and Ever.” a Robbins tune. 

Miss Shore's calls were to jocks 
in smaller towns enabling them to 
get a whack at the guest-star gim- 
mick. She called among others, 
Dick Gilbert, KYTL, Phoenix; Bob 
Snyder, WPTR, Albany; Ray Per- | 
kins, KFEL, Denver; Johnny 
Thompson, WJJL, Niagara Falls; 
Francis Craig, WSM, Nashville’and 
Kurt Webster, WBT, Charlotte. 

Other new angle was put forth 
by KRNT jock Al Rockwell. He 
pays the charges himself, since his 
local sponsor in Des Moines thinks 
it’s fine programming and is will- 
ing to pay for the privilege of hav- 
ing names on the show. So Far. 
Rockwell has taped chats with 
Freddy Martin, Mel Torme, Peggy 
Lee and Neliie Lutcher and has 
phone dates with Nat Cole and 
Woody Herman coming up. 

Interesting angle to the growing 
number of tape-recorded phone 


guestints is that many are in viola- | 


tion of rigid FCC regulations that 
no such calls can be broadcast un- 
less an oscillator was used in tap- 
ing the message. Growing practice 
may lead to some FCC scrutiny 
since it’s known that very few sta- 
possess such equipment. 


SESAC Rights Basis 


| Of ‘Old Glory’ Suit 


Whether SESAC, the European | 
performing rights society, can re- | 
tain a songwriter’s “non-exclusive” 


| public performance rights is the 


‘basis of a N. Y. supreme court ac- 


tion filed by Jean M. Penfield. She 
also wants the court to stop the de- 
'fendant from interfering with her 
contractual relations with National 
i Music of Chicago, publishers of her 
ltune, “Old Glory.” 

A SESAC member by virtue of a 
| 10-year agreement entered into in 
11937 and renewed in 1947 for a 
three-year period, National re- 
turned the “Old Glory” publishing 
rights to Miss Pentield at her re- 
quest. It originally took the num- 
ber for publication in 1944. SESAC 
offered her the mechanical and ex- 
clusive licensing rights and con- 


tended in its answers that it held | 


the performance rights through its 
pact with National 


BARON UPHELD IN 
RUM AND COKE’ SUIT 


West Indian publisher Maurice 
Baron last week won the _ final 
round in “Rum and Coke” melody 
infringement suit against the song’s 
publisher, Leo Feist, and writers 
Morey Amsterdam, Paul Baron and 
Jeri Sullivan when the U. S. Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals affrmed the 
ruling of a lower court. This de- 
cision, handed down last year by 
N. Y. Federal Judge Simon H. Rif- 
kind, granted plaintiff Baron an 
interlocutory decree and also an 
accounting from the defendants. 

In unanimously rejecting the 
defendants’ appeal from Judge 
Rifkind’s decision, the Circuit 
Court threw out an argument that 
publisher Baron had improperly 
copyrighted the composition and 
“dedicated” it to the public. Lower 





'court’s refusal to grant a new trial 


on the grounds that “new evi- 
dence” had been uncovered was 
also upheld. Opinion was written 
by Justice Thomas W. Swan with 
Justices Harry B. Chase and 
Learned Hand concurring. 


Maurice Baron based his action 


that “Rum = and 
Coke” was pirated from _ his 
“L’Annee Passee” (“Last Year’’) 
which he had published’in a song 


on the charge 


collection called “Calypso Tunes 
of the West Indies.” Same de- 
fendants also have lost another 


suit filed on “Rum” by Mohammed 
H. Khan who claimed the _ lyrics 
were lifted from him. 





_ Buddy Rich’s Europe Solo 


Buddy Rich is considering going 
'to Europe this summer for 16 
| weeks with the drumming act he'll 
'do as a single. Musician has been 
offered bookings in England and 


Rich recently broke up his 17- 




































































































































































‘NEW ‘HARMONY’ LABEL 
STARTED IN BRITAIN 


London, Marc 

| New disk label is to gata 
appearance June 1, It wil] carry 
the name “Harmony” and first 
| waxings have already been made 
| by Billy Ternent and his orch 
|Other orchs will be recording 
| shortly, and a headline solo avi 
| is about to be signed by the new 
| outfit. 

Disks are being recorded and 
| pressed by Decca, and it’s under- 
_ Stood the new company is nego- 
'tiating an exchange deal with a 
leading U. S. organization. 


its 





Savannah Churchill contracted 
with Victor this week, switching 
from the Manor label. 
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NY, Brass Rail 
OpDickers For 
Click, Philly 


lumbo’s Click, Philadel- | 

Frank evortedly slated to change | 
Pe, with William Levine, owner | 
the Brass Rail, N. Y., taking’ 

r, Sale price has not been dis- 
nl It is understood that spot | 


| 


will continue its policy of name) 





ee variety of reasons and pri- 
because of his many local 
alumbo may be asso- 
the new owners tem- 
management of the 


sarily 
eontacts; P 
ciated with 
porarily in 
Click. ea is 
Palumbo 1s interested in a ha 
dozen Philly niteries and the Click | 
js a full-time operation in itself. 
Cafe man is also co-manager of 
lightweight champ Ike Williams, 
has & Mercury-Ford automobile 
agency, and is mixed up in other 
rises. 

Ooh. transfer of a” Click a out- 
j nership will cause wide in- 
eet there. * scteel cost of the 
Click, and the tremendous outlay 
during its early stages of operation 
will probably never be computed. 
Just as rough idea, the outside 
flasher sign cost $50,000. 


FRANKFURT OFF LIMITS 
EDICT HURTS NITERIES 


Frankfurt, March 22. 

German nightclubs in the 
Frankfurt area got a slapdown 
when U. S. Military Govt. declared 
the clubs off limits to American 
and Allied personnel. Many night- 
clubs, which had redecorated par- 
ticularly to catch the American 
trade, showed ‘losses for the first 
time two weeks after the MG edict. 

JEIA (Joint Export-Import 
Agency), however, is contemplating 
licensing its own German night- 
clubs for Americans and Allies, 
where marks bought with dollars 








can be used. So many German 
clubs have applied for JEIA 
licenses, that it will be forced 


to limit the number. 


Ella Fitzgerald, Machito 
Set for Bop City Preem 


Ella Fitzgerald and Machito’s 
band are slated to open at new 
Bop City, N. Y. (formerly the 
Harem), in April when Ralph Wat- 
kins, currently operating the near- 
by Royal Roost, takes over. Mean- 
while, Watkins may drop bop pol- 
icy at the-Roost for a girly show 
format along lines of the old Cot- 
ton Clup. 

Bop City has also pacted Dizzy 
Gillespie’s band and Sarah 
Vaughan for a mid-June date. 








Chi College Inn’s Boff 27G 
With Cole Porter Salute 


Chicago, March 29. 
College Inn of Sherman hotel 
set a new gross record last week 
with take of $27,000, while most 
Chi bistros were experiencing one 
of the worst weeks in years. 
Current revue, “Salute to Cole 


Porter,” is slated to run until mid- 
May or June. 





_Gil Lamb into the Albee, Cin- 


cmnmati, April 14. Gaston Palmer 
aiso on same bill. 
_—— 
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Anti-Hat Check Bill 
Dies in Assembly 


Albany, March 29. 


The Assembly Ways and Means 


Committee voted to kill the Moritt 
bill, which would have permitted 
municipalities to levy a tax of 50% 
on rentals and income “from hat 
checking concessions. The measure, 
sponsored by Senator Fred G. 
Moritt, Brooklyn Democrat and 
one-time professional singer, had 
passed the Upper House by a vote 
of 49 to 1. Moritt introduced a 
similar bill last year. 

Bill was strongly opposed by 
nightclub and legitimate theatre in- 
terests. 


Loew's Spot Vaude 
Spirals Grosses 


tesults of the first shows in 
houses recently opened to vaude 
by the Loew circuit have been suf- 
| ficiently encouraging to warrant 
expansion. Latest Loew house to 
get stageshows will 
Syracuse, which is set to 
a full week spot vaude policy July 
25 with the Ink Spots. Theatre 
may tee off earlier if suitable 
headliners are available. 





Loew execs are satisfied with 
results where policy has been 
tested. In Cleveland, Frankie 


Laine pulled the highest gross in 
years, around $29,000, despite one 
of the severest blizzards. Roches- 
ter results have also been gratify- 
ing. 

So far, grosses with vaude have 
been far above takes on straight 
pix policy. 


MARKHAM TO HEAD 
COAST VAUDE UNITS 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

Million Dollar Theatre, local 
vaudefilmer, launches a series of 
stageshow units built around Pig 
Meat Markham April 5 to tide it- 
self over the scarcity of name 
talent. House op Sherrill Corwin 
effected a deal with the Apollo, 
N.Y., vaude house, to borrow the 
vet colored comic. 


Horace Henderson band, two 
acts and a line of girls will be 
used. Markham played stock vaude 


when Harry Pop- 
stageshows at the 


here 
kin ran 
Lincoln. 


Sally Rand Fans Out 
Of N. Y. Clique Show 


Sally Rand bowed out of the 
Clique, N. Y., last week following 
a siege of bad business. 
that came in with her continues 
with dancer Faith Arlen stepping 
into Miss Rand’s spot. 

Fan dancer opened to poor busi- 
ness and since she was in on a 
percentage deal wasn’t too happy 
about the booking. Parting. was 
by mutual agreement, Clique op- 
erators releasing her from con- 


tract. 
Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., March 29. 

Local Oratorio Society, under 

the direction of Louis Kains, has 
volunteered for the Interdenomi- 
| national Rally. ; 
| Among the showfolks who are 
showing improvement at the Ray- 
brook, N. YY. sanatorium are 
Princess Elda Benedict, Isabelle 
Rook, Patricia Mitchell and Charlie 
Dowe, all former members of the 
colony. 

Benny Ressler off to N. Y. C. and 
Montreal to line up talent for the 
coming V.F.W. convention, to be 
held here this summer. i 

Eugenie Reed all agog over visit 


years ago 
Negro 








from Maud Hilton and W. Val 
Eddy of N. Y. C. . 
Inez Delores Liverpool,  ex- 


Rogerite recently had a checkup 
by her Boston medico, who has 
ordered another routine rest. 

Albert Bagdersanian, colony 
member and radio announcer at 
WNBZ off to Phoenix, Arizona for 
a month's vacash. 

Harry ‘(Stipfoot) Clifton, vet 
minstrelman, drew an_ all-clear 
from the Onondaga sanatorium, 
Svracuse, N. Y 

“Ruth Wood recently took the 
Frenic operation and resting 0.K. 

Write to those who are ill. 

Eddy Howard Orch into the Cap- 
itol theatre, N.Y., May 19. 


be the State, | 
start | 


Show | 


BLACKSTONE’ ILLNESS 


_ CANCELS VAUDE TOUR 


Atlanta, March 29. 
Harry Blackstone, 82-year-old 
Magician, was hospitalized here 

Thursday (24), interrupting en- 





gagement at Tower theatre, where | 


he opened Monday (21) for six-day 
date. 


He became ill a short time | 


before curtain, and took refuge in | 
| tions have been made at various 


his own personal oxygen tent, 
which he carries with him for use 
in emergencies. As show time 


neared he insisted that he would | 


be able to go through with his act, 
but couldn’t muster the strength 
to go on. He was taken to Craw- 
ford W. Long hospital, where he 
| was put in oxygen tent. 


His condition Friday was report- | 


’ 


ed as “fine,” but venerable per- 
former’s condition worsened and 
showings at Tower were cancelled, 
management returning some $7,000 
in advance sales, and subsequently 
entire tour was cancelled, per- 
formers paid off and show closed. 


N. Y. Roxy Chorus 
Wins Pay Hike 


Roxy theatre, N. Y., and the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
came to an agreement last 
on new minimums for chorus. Most 
obtained .an increase up to $10 
weekly. New scale retroactive to 
Feb. 1, calls for Roxyettes to get 
a starting salary of $55, a $10 in- 
crease. In six months wages rise 
to $62.50 and further increase to 
$67.50 in a year and $72.50 after 
two years. 

Singers get $70 to start and $75 
in two years, while ice-skaters have 
la scale 





calling for a $75 min- 
imum. Latter minimum classifica- 
tion is academic since the scale 


of most rink performers runs from 
$80 to $110. 

It’s estimated increase will cost 
the theatre $80,000 annually. 

In addition, rehearsals are lim- 
ited to 25 hours on each produc- 
tion instead of previous 10 hours 
weekly. They’ll also get a week 
off every five weeks instead of six 
as formerly. 

Deal has been in the works for 
two months and was initiated when 
several choristers asked AGVA to 
negotiate pay hikes. AGVA or- 
ganizer Vic Connors handled nego- 
tiations for the union. 


Haymes Set for N.Y. Roxy 


Dick Haymes has been set for 
the Roxy theatre, N.Y., sometime 
in May. Other dates are being 
lined up. 

Haymes is playing the Roxy on 





a guarantee, but other stands will | Bright 


be on guarantee and percentage. 





Paree, April 1. 


week | 


/ 10 will be selected consists of 
Jerry Baker, Ben Beyer, Jackie 
Charlie Banks, Margie _ 


Barry Sisters set for the Chez | 


AGVA Has 116 Nominees for 50 
Delegate Posts to Chi Convention 


American Guild of Variety Art- , 
ists will elect 50 delegates to its | 


slated for Chicago 
So far 116 nomina- 


convention 
early in June. 


branch meetings throughout the 
country and others are expected to 
be nominated by petition. Each 
branch gets one delegate for every 
200 members. 

Largest number will come from 
New York, which is entitled to 10 
delegates. Chicago and Los An- 
geles are each entitled to six. 

Several cities entitled to a single 
delegate have neminated only one 
candidate. Ellianore Ireland, Bal- 
timore: Bill Ogden, Columbus; Phil 
Brito, Newark and Benny Upton, 
Reading, are the candidates from 


those towns. Boston, entitled to 
two reps, has nominated Fred 
Beck, Benny Drohan, Jack Ed- 
wards, Fred Hall, Billy Kelly, 


Geoff Roland. Buffalo, also with 
two, will pick from Robert Logan, 
Sid Lorraine, Art McColl, Hal Mar- 
quette, Violet Murray, Lenny 
Paige, 
House. 

Chicago with six to be elected 
will ballot among Dave Arman, 
Billy Carr, Ray Conlin, Jr., Ray 
Conlin, Sr., Jack Gwynne, Bee Ha- 
ven, Hap Hazard, Frances Kaye, 
Harry King, Lee Norman, Violet 
Strandz, Joe Wallace and Charles 
Weaver. Cincy will select its 
single representative from Cliff 
Earl, Lester Lake, and Wally Lane. 
Cleveland also getting a _ single 
delegate has nominated Jimmy 
Ague, Bob Ellsworth, John J. Gar- 
dina, George Gould, Norma Lee, Al 
Sterling and Pat Webster. Dallas 
chooses between Whitey Carson 


and Hugh O’Neal. Denver will 
eliminate Al Sharpe or Lester 
Harding. Detroit picks two from 


Lloyd Connelly, Al Mack, Margie 
Mansell, Dale Rhodes, Al Tucker, 
Russ Wright and Dave Young. 
Kansas City polls one from Walter 
Graham, Harry Otto and Sam Saiz- 
man. Los Angeles will select six 
from a roster comprising Jean 
Arthur (not the film star), Kay 
Bailey, Danny Beck, Ginger Bris- 
ton, Claudette Carver, Maxine 
Gates, Tiny Kelly, Harry Mendoza, 
Jack Mulhall, Joe Peterson, Ruth 
Phillips and George West. 

Miami chooses one from Alan 
Gale, Rajah Raboid and Buddy 
Walker. Montreal has a choice be- 
tween Bob Goodier and Jimmy 
Moore. New Orleans will name 
either Jack Stanley or Earl War- 
ner. New York’s roster from which 


Coate, Chick Darrow, Paul Draper, 
Henry Dunn, Bob Fitzgerald, Irv- 
ing Grossman, Marshall 
Jimmy Hollywood, Lena Horne, 


Rod Reddick and Claire , 


| illusion 


Haley, | 


Phil Irving, Jon Nichols, Georgie 


Price, Virginia Richmond, Mar- 
shall Rogers, Lou Saxon and Joe 
Smith. 

Philadelphia’s candidates for 
two delegates are Joe Campo, Tan- 
ya Garth, Bill Layne, Harry Lewis, 
Tom Osborne. Pittsburgh will 
name a pair from among Lois 
Donn, James Flan, Eva Herbert, 


' Joe Kury and Francisco Seriano. 


Portland (Ore.), chooses between 
Rusty Colman and Mary Safford 
Providence gets one with Dick 
Martin and Bob Dwyer as candi- 
dates. St. Louis also earmarked 
for a single rep will choose from 
Stormy Dale, Ernest Heldman and 
Bobbie Kelly. 

San Francisco, entitled to two, 
ballots between Will Aubrey, Larry 
Ching, Bob Evans, Steve Shepard 
and Ben Young. 


GAC PACTS DENNIS DAY 
FOR VAUDATES AT 256, % 


1/0 
Hollywood, March 29. 

General Artists Corp. has inked 
Dennis Day for a series of vaudates 
during summer hiatus from radio 
assignments on his own airer and 
the Jack Benny show. 

It’s a package deal wherein Day 
will head a unit, to be built around 
him, at reportedly $25,000 plus per- 
centage, with the singer paying the 
supporting acts. GAC is currently 
lining up dates, skedded to tee off 
around July 1. 

It will be 





Day’s first theatre 


‘stint since 1941 and tour is planned 


for eight weeks in key cities. 


Morris Agency to Rep 
Argentine Magician 
Argentine magician’ Richiardi, 
Jr., who recently pulled a $40,000 
gross at the Puerto Rico theatre, 
N. Y., has been signed by the Wil- 
liam Morris agency on condition 
that he eliminate one trick which 
upset the femmes in the audience. 
Magico’s sawing a woman in half 
was too realistic. He'll 
eliminate it under new Morris 
pact. 


Cantor Cancels Chi Date 
Chicago, March 29. 

Due to Coast commitments, Ed- 
die Cantor had to cancel vaudate 
at Chicago theatre, April 15, al- 
though promising to play house in 
June. Desi Arnaz, who was set to 
follow comedian, moves up to fill 





‘the breach. 


Frances Langford and Jon Hall 
are set for May 13. 





Harry Richman set for Fairmont 
Hotel, San Francisco, May 10. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Copacabana, N. Y. 
Jackie Miles, Connie Haines, 
The DeMarlos (2), Jonathan Lu- 
cas, The Tattlers (4), Linda Lom- 
bard. Herb George, Michael Durso 
Orch, Fernardo Alwvares Latin 
Band: $3.50 minimwm. 





It’s been a long time coming, 
but Jackie Miles has finally made 
it. He’s finally playing the Copa- 
cabana. Maxim’s in the Bronx was 
never like this. 

Neither the Copa nor Miles need 
make any apologies for the comic’s 
first booking at what is probably 
America’s top cafe. The Copa 
should do good business — and 
Miles, a fine stylist at spinning 
yarns, will be the draw. And 
there’s no doubt of his sock -en- 
tertainmert value. 

That lean, hungry look, the sym- 
pathetic expression on his kisser, 
and the stories built around that 
personality—these are sock appeal- 
ers Whatever the audience. Work- 
ing more than a half hour at the 
opening midnight show, Miles had 
the audience with him all the way. 
He was nervous, but the way he 
recaptured his pace after a couple 
of fluffs was indeed a tribute to 
a kid who, perhaps only a half- 


dozen years ago, was knocking out | 


about $75 2 week in the grist joints. 
Now Miles is in the $4,500 class 
(on Florida cafe dates), and he’s 
not far below that for the Copa. 
Miles hasn’t entirely lost his 
Catskills flavor, but there’s little 
enough of this to militate against 
his overall click. He’s recounting 
stories about the high prices in 
Florida (some old, some new), he 
kids the horse-players, does a little 


of that eccentric type of  sing- 
ing (“Chinatown,” ete.) and gen- 
erally stamps himself anew as a 
firstrate comic who doesn’t need 
smut (nor did he use any when 
caught) to win customers and in- 


fluence their repeat visits. 

Miles has added only a moderate 
amount of new comedy since he 
last worked the metropolitan area, 
but it’s a tribute to him that he 
is able to repeat old material at 
the Copa, where the customers are 
the type who also flock to such 
spots as the Beachcomber in Miami 


Beach and the Riviera in Jersey, 
where they have already heard 
Miles. The main point is_ that 
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Miles has seen fit to gather enough 
|new material to break up his stand- 
ard stuff, which is one reason the 
customers can accept the oldies 
with the same relish as they do 
the new. 


Connie Haines, if she doesn’t 


[AGVA, HUB DISSIDENTS | Show Biz Pals Raise 66 
IN TEMPORARY TRUCE 


| Boston, March 29. 

' Litigation between American 
Guild of Variety Artists and local 
dissident members has been tem- 
'porarily halted. In an out-of-court 
hearing in Judge Hennesey’s cham- 


watch out, will soon be billing her-| bers, court said that decision of 


self as Lena Horne. Many of the 


| the Hub case will depend on out- 


affectations of the colored singer | come of the suit slated for a hear- 


are present in Miss Haines’ vocal- | 
istics, even to the kind of tunes | 
that she does. Miss Haines is cute | 


and suggests that she can get by 
on natural selling ability without 
resorting to so similar a style as 
Miss Horne’s. And Miss Horne, 
one might add, has been over- 
doing herself with that too-dra- 
matic projection—another season 
Miss Haines should take heed. 

The De Marlos are an attractive 
ballroom team, with emphasis on 
the lifts, which the male member 
performs very well. 

The production numbers are 
holdovers, comprising Jonathan 
Lucas, who has replaced Paul God- 
kin on the interpretative dances; 
The Tattlers, mixed 
of harmeonizers; Linda Lombard 
and Herb George, who do the pro- 
duction boy-girl singing. Plus 
which there are the Michael Durso 
and Fernando Alvares bands, with 
Durso, as usual, neatly playing 
show’s accomp. Kahn. 


Beacheomber. Miami 
Miami Beach, March 23. 
Joe E. Lewis, with Austin Mack; 


Gracie Barrie, Edwards & Diane, 
Jack Blair, June Taylor Line, 
Frank Linale Orch, $3.50-$5 min 
imum. 


Closing weeks of the season has 
brought a weekly reshuffling of 
acts, with current installation 
the winter finale) bringing back 
Joe E. Lewis after a week’s hiatus 





and adding Gracie Barrie and 
Edwards and Diane 
Lewis takes up as though he’d 


never left the spot. The puckish 
guy is as funny as ever, reviving 
some of his old numbers to but- 
tress the newer material, and con- 
tinuing to garner yocks. His ad 
libbing is as sharp as ever, all add- 
ing up to 50 minutes of hilarity. 
Austin Mack’s piano accomps are 
up to usual par 

Miss Barrie whams ’em in this 
big room. Her new comedy songs, 
ballads and satires get boff recep- 
tion. There’s the mixture of dia- 
lects, plus the sly lampoonings with 
spicy lyrics, to win her a begoff. 

Edwards and Diane add to the 
list of class ballroomologists who’ve 
played hereabouts. The lifts, spins 
and graceful routinings are there, 
as well as imagination in the ex- 
ecution. Latter include’ waltz, 
rhythm and Latin tempos for solid 
returns. 

June Taylor production holds 
over, with Jack Blair featured. 
Frank Linale orch does neat back- 
grounding. Lary. 





Roosevelt Grill. N. Y. 
(IOTEL ROOSEVELT) 
Lawrence Welk Orch (13), with 
Helen Ramsay, Ray Woldum; $1- 

$1.50 cover. 





Fresh from stints at the Chicago 
theatre and the Aragon ballroom 
in the Windy City, Lawrence Welk 
bowed at the Roosevelt Grill 
Thursday (24), replacing Guy 
Lombardo, who’s absent on a string 

(Continued on page 46) 
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ing in the N. Y. supreme court. 

Simultaneously, court ruled that 
AGVA national office must not in- 
terfere with employment of per- 
formers who pay dues to Fred 
Dale, leader of the Boston faction. 
However. Dale cannot set himself 
up as an authorized AGVA rep. 

Boston faction is being spear- 
Arthur W. A. Cowan, 
attorney for Matt Shelvey, ousted 
former national administrator of 
AGVA. Group contends last year’s 
elections were illegal and seeks to 
enjoin present officers of the union 
from functioning. 


Performer Loses Suit 

Suit for damages by performer 
Jerri Lee against Ben White, 
AGVA organizer in Phoenix, was 
dismissed last week by a panel of 
the Ameri-an Arbitration Assn. 

Miss Lee’ brought charges 
against White alleging that she 
had been injured in a scuffle in 
White’s home. 


Regal, Chi, Lining Up 
Top Negro Talent, Bands 


Chicago, March 29. 
theatré, Balaban & Katz 
colored vauder, is expanding its 
budget. House has been grossing 
between $15,000 and $20,000 in last 
few weeks. 

King Cole Trio, Mabel Scott and 
Jimmie Dale band are set for April 
15, with Savannah Churchill, King 
Odom Quartet. Satchel Paige, and 





Regal 


Illinois Jacquet orch pacted for 
May 6. Dinah Washington, The 
Ravens, Four Step. Bros. and 


George Hudson orch come in May 
20. with Louis Jordan band, Paula 
Watson and Will Matson Trio fol- 
lowing in June 3. 





Seattle’s Al Fresco 
Light Opera Series 


Seattle, March 29. 

Local talent will be used exclu- 
sively here this summer in a series 
of light opera presentations in city 
parks, with the city Park Commis- 
sions anteing up the $10,000 neces- 
sary to pay the talent. Gustave 
Stern will direct a series of eight 
performances in Volunteer Park, 
beginning July 10, and running for 
eight successive Sundays. There 
will also be three special concerts 
in Woodland Park, Seward Park 
and in a West Seattle spot yet to 
be chosen. The concerts will be 
directed by Jules Radinsky. 

Large-scale auditions for chorus 
members and principals will begin 
late next month. 


Martha Raye’s Cafe Dates 


Martha Raye is being booked for 
a series of cafe dates. Starting at 
the Carnival, Minneapolis, March 
31, she follows with the Latin Ca- 
sino, Philadelphia, April 20; Club 
Iroquois, Louisville, May 1, and the 
Bowery, Detroit, May 9. 

Other dates are being set by the 
William Morris agency. 


ALTHOFF WITH DOWS 


Hattie Althoff, who recently ex- 
ited Consolidated Radio Artists, 








will join the Al and Belle Dow 
agency to set bands in houses 
booked bv them. 


Miss Althoff is first addition to 
agency since it added the Schine 
and mountain resort bookings. 





Midwest Dates 











Chicago, March 29. 
Russell and frau into the 
Bowery, Detroit, and follow with 
Glenn's Rendezvous, Covington, 
Ky De Marcos replace Billy De 
Wolfe at the Empire Room, Palmer 
House, May 5; De Wolfe plays the 
spot in fall after finishing a pic- 
ture Harry Romm in town con- 
ferring with Nate Platt, Chicago 
theatre booker, and Charles Hogan, 
Oriental house _ booker |. Tony 
Martin pacted for May 13 opening 
at the Chez Paree Nat Kalcheim 
in for meeting of Chi William Mor- 
ris officials Marvin Himmel, for- 
mer performer, has joined the Da- 
vid P. O'Malley office as a booker 

Bonnie Baker was robbed of 
her costumes here last week. 


Andy 


In Benefit for Boreo 


Miami Beach, March 29. 

Benefit for Emile Boreo, who 
was stricken with a heart attack 
two weeks ago while playing the 
Club 22 here, netted $6,000. Barry 
Gray, who broadcasts from Copa 
City, sparked the benefit cam- 
paign. 

Curious angle in the current 
benefit is the fact that expenses in 
connection with Boreo’s_ illness 


rectors of the uncompleted Mt. 
Sinai hospital which assumed all 
costs of singer’s stay at the Alton 
Road hospital, as an appreciation 
for American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists’ help in arranging a benefit two 
years ago. Hospital will dedicate 
a room for variety performers 
when completed. 

When Boreo returns to New 
York he will be hospitalized gratis 
at the Mt. Sinai hospital there. 


COMO MULLS LONDON 
DATE THIS SUMMER 


Perry Como may go to England 
this summer for a run at the Palla- 
dium, London. - Theatre has been 


bidding for the singer for some 
time and Como is now leaning 


toward accepting a date as part of 
a series of theatre bookings he may 
do during the summer period. His 





Eateries Adding 
Talent to Lure 
Late Trade 


Operators of straight eateries 
are turning to talent to help offset 


decline in straight restaurant busi. 


records are circulated in England 


via RCA-Victor. 

Palladium run, as well as other 
theatre dates in the U. S., hinge, 
however, on decisions concerning 
his Chesterfield radio and tele- 
vision broadcasts. There's a possi- 
bility he may stay on the air this 
summer insiead of taking the usual 
hiatus. 


Byfield’s ‘Salute’ Revues 
Being Set for Other Cafes 





Chicago, March 29. 
More bonifaces are scouting 
around for show formats. sans 


high-priced names, that will bring 
in biz. Several are interested in 
reproductions of the Ernie Byfield 
show, “Salute to George Gershwin,” 
which had a successful run at the 
College Inn. 

Music Corp. of America is sub- 
mitting a package based on the 


Gershwin idea. 

College Inn racked up good 
grosses during the Gershwin run, 
and has now supplanted that dis- 


play with a revue based on Cole 
Porter music. 

Billy Rose also found that for- 
mula to be successful. Current 
show at his Diamond Horseshoe, 
N. Y., is based on Alt Wien lieder. 





Gracie’s Londen Draw 


London, March 22. 

There were $32,000 worth of 
tickets sold in one day for the 
Gracie Fields’ concerts at the Em- 
press Hall in May. This is one ot 
the biggest advance sales. on 
record. 

As a result, she will give an ad- 
ditional performance. 





Trenet’s Coast Vaudate 


Hollywood, March 29. 

Charles Trenet, French singer, 
opens a one-week stand at the Lau- 
rel Theatre Friday (1), first live 
talent the 890-seat art house has 
ever had. He'll do a pair of 45- 
minute “concerts” nightly plus 
Saturday and Sunday matinee 
shows. 

House has boosted admission to 


were assumed by the board of di- | 2ess.. During the past few months, 


several in New York have opened 
with intime song and piano enter. 
tainment are featured while others 
are operating with smal! 
mental combos. 
Entertainment adjuncts are useq 
to build up after-theatre trade 
Late business being the most 
profitable, via bar sales. is being 
eagerly angled for by operators 
They figure that a $300-$500 week. 
ly talent investment can be made 
up quickly with the late trade 
Some spots have been operat- 
ing intimeries after 10 p.m. for 
some time, but lately the owners 
have been putting greater publicity 
stress on the operation. ; 
Among those that have started 
entertainment policies are Fanchon 
& Arnold’s Park Avenue Restau- 
rant, Huttons has been operating 
an intimerie at various times, while 
such rooms as Armando’s, and F] 
Borracho are also offering talent 
setups. 


Earle, Philly, Pacts 
5 Weeks of Vaude Bills 


Philadelphia, March 29. 
The Earle has lined up two more 
variety shows, which gives it five 


instru- 


. 





straight weeks of vaude starting 
Friday, April 1. 
Tony Martin tops bill opening 


Friday (1) to be followed by 
Marilyn Maxwell, Mischa Auer and 
Three Suns, April 8. and Ginny 
Simms and Harvey Stone, April 15, 
Peter Lorre and Three Stooges go 
in April 22, with “Godfrey Talent 
Scouts” unit set for  tollowing 
week. 








COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 
“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. I to 22 @ $1.00 each 
(Order in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL: The First 13 Files 
for $8.00!!! 


3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in Eaeh Book) $10 per Book 


Send %5e for lists of other comedy 
miuterial, songs, parodies «minstrel 
patter, black-outs, ete. NO C.O.D’S. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St., N. V. 19 Clrele 77-1130 
—Every Day Including Sundays— 


IN “49 
IT'S 


BALLANTINE 
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$1.50 and will screen “Symphonie | 


Fantastique.” French film. with 


Trenet. 





Singers Midgets, Inc., has been 
chartered in New York to conduct 
a general amusement 


business, | 


with a capital stock of 1,200 shares. | 


Jacob I. Polstein, 570 
avenue, N. Y., 
torney. 


Seventh 
was the filing at- 
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200 OUTSIDE ROOMS 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 30, 1949 





| Adorables | Jerry Rehfield 








WEEK OF MARCH 30 





whether full or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates cireuit: 
(v) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; 


(1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss 
(W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 


VARIETY BILLS 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


| J Rodriquez Ore Manuel Del Toro 

| © Davidson O (11) | Elwood Carl 
Sherman Hotei Paimer Hou 

Margaret Gibson Barclay Allen 

Blossom Lee Victor Borge 

| Harry Hall M Abbott Ders (10) 

| Kirby Hawks The Roulettes 

Ed Prentiss | Jimmy Carroll 

Bill Snyder Ore _ Blackstone 

Charles Tate Irwin Corey 

Honey Dreamers La Salle Ore G4 | 
Hotel Stevens Vine Gardens 

Frankie Masters O | Phil Foster } 

Phyllis Myles Martin Burnett | 

Tommy Traynor Jessie Rosella 











NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 31 
Gordon Jenkins Ore 

Artie Dunn 





Cardini 

Music Hall (1) 
Patricia Bowman 
Paul Haakon 
Paul Sydell 
Richard Wallace 
Robert Mills 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 

Sym Ore 


aramount (P) 30 


L. Jordan Tym 5 


Ray Anthony Ore 


Pat Henning 
Peggy Mann 
Johnny Barnes 
Roxy (i) 1 
Ginny Simms 


rnaut Bros 
Gariton Emmy Co 


oan Hyldoft 
Arnold Shoda 
Strand (W) 1 


uy Lombardo Orc 


rank Marlowe 
Hoctor & Bird 
Chester Dolphin 

BALTIMORE 
Hippodreme (i) 
2 Suns 
Marilyn Maxwell 
Mischa Auer 
Woody & Bobby 
Al Norman 

State (1) 31-2 
The Quinlans 
Noel Hytown 
Johnny Masters 
Renee & _ 

3 


Joey Gilbert 
ady Frances 
flares Rose 
Parks 
CAMDEN 
Towers (I) 1-3 
Lynn & Ann 
Vincent Nugent 
Virginia Lee 
Paul Garner 
Dolinofs & 
Raya Sis 
CANTON 
Loews (L) 4-6 
Louis Prima Ore 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 30 


Hoagy Carmichael 


Wells & 4 Fays 

Bob Williams 
Oriental (1) 31 

Nellie Lutcher 


urles Ventura O 


Ch 

T & F Valiliett 

Joey Rardin 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (R) 31 

Desi Arnaz Ore 

Vic & Addio 

Johnny Morgan 
HARTFORD 
State (i) 1-3 


Johnny Mack 
Jay Lawrence 
Dick Hayman 


| 4 Moon Maids 


OMAHA 
Orpheum (P) 30 
Connee Boswell 
Benny Strong Bd 
H & W Bell 


| 
| 


B West & L Paige 


PATERSON 
Majestic (1) 1-3 
Woodson Sis 


| Joe Allen 


Tripp & Fall 
Apus & Estrelita 


| The Reddingtons 


PERTH AMBOY 
Majestic 
only 
J & S$ Taylor 
Randy Crane 
The Madcaps 


| B & M Gates 
| Beebe’s Hollywood 


| “Rubin’s 


Bears 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 31 
2 Gals & Al 
Vince Carson 
George Conley 
Los Gatos 
Tower (P) 
Chas Barnet Bd 
Jerry Colonna 
Jack Carter 
Margaret Phelan 
Bunny Briggs 
PLAINFIELD 
Oxford (WR) 4 
only 
C Stevens & Co 
The Trangers 
Bobby Herman 
Miller & Jene 
Gaudsmith Bros 
PROVIDENCE 
State (L) 31 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
READING. 
Rajah (1) 31-2 
King Cole 3 
3 Rhythmettes 
Reggie Rymal 
Wilkey & Dare 
Al Schenck 
RICHMOND 
Loews (L) 31 
Tex Ritter Co 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 1-3 
Stars of 
Tomorrow” 


| Billy Meagher 


Charlie Barnet Orc | 
| Beebe’s Hollywood 


Jerry Colonna 

3 Goetschis 

Burton & Janet 
KINGSTON 


Broadway (WR) 1-2 


J & § Taylor 
Randy Crane 
The Madcaps 
& M Gates 
eebe’s 
Bears 
LONG 
Paramount (WR) 
only 
C Stevens & Co 
The Trangers 
Bobby Herman 
Miller & Jene 
Gaudsmith Bros 
MIAMI . 
Olympia (P) 30 
Rich & Gibson 
Gloria Villar 
Billy Gilbert 
Jimmy Casanova 
Gaston Palmer 
NEWARK 
Adams (1) 31 


Vaughn Monroe O 


Hollywood 


BRANCH 


Soupstains 5 
Vos & Bray 
Sharon O'Neill 
Virginia Page 
Melba Vreck 
Ray Ball 
SARATOGA 
Congress (WR) 3 


only 
J & M Taylor 
Randy Crane 
The Madcaps 
B & M Gates 


Bears 
SPRINGFIELD 


Court Sq (i) 31-3 


Berk & Hallow 
Duke Dorell 
Jackie & Tuffy 
Munro & Adams 
Lew Nelson 
Rose Wyse Jr & 
Peggy Womak 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 31 
Toy & Wing 
Stag McMann 3 
Martha Stewart 
George O’Han!on 
Howard (1) 1 
D Gillespie Ore 


| Pee Wee Crayton 


Jelly Roll & 
Zuzu 
Kanazawa Bros 
McHarris & 
Dolores 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (1) 4-6 
Tommy 
Jack Norton 


BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (i) 
Joe Stein 
Max Carole 
Charlie Wood 
Bil & Bil 
Ronnie Stewart 
Fred Sloan 
Jackie Farr 
Vicki Raymond 
Kenneth Allan 
Archie Usher 
Cyrus 

BIRMINGHAM 


Hippodrome {(M) 28 


Francoise Flore 
Jackie Hunter 
Marqueez 
Raymond Girerd 
Helen Crerar 
Vivian Et Tassi 
Trvis De Milles 
BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome (1) 
Pegceyv Bailey 
Buck Douglas 
Set O’Dohrty 
Jimmy Hawchorn 
Bunkhouse Boys 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 
3 Fayes 
D & J O’Gorman 
Hail 
Norman & Ladd 
3 Monarchs 
Sliino Allan 
Beryl Seton 
Brian Kent 
4 Yeomen 
Helen Darmora 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 28 
Cavan O’Connor 
Billy Russell 
V Julian Pets 
Betty Jumel 
Terry O'Neill 
Wonder Starlets 
®orman Thomas 
Pierroys 


f 


Len Marten 


Halama & Konarski 


| Skating Ryles 


Les Breatos 

V & M Norman 

Allen & Lee 

GLASGOW 

Empire (M) 28 

Bobby Davis 

Bob Andrews 

Atlas & Pippi 

Marquis 

Al Carthy 

Mushie 

John Vree Co 


roy 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (1) 28 
Steve Conway 
Leon Cortez 
Collins & Brett 
Jackley & Joe 
Ringle Bros & 
Renee 
Lenares 
Ron Parry 
Cycling Astons 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 28 
Eddie Gray 
Afrique 


| F & P King 


Taylor & Gray 
Harry Selser 
Mills Sis & 
Michael 
Java Bros 
Terri Carol 
LEEDS 
Empire (mM) 28 
E & M Harvey 
Vera Lyni 
J Radcliffe Co 
Les Alyxons 


| Dick Henderson 
| David Poole 


FINSBURY PARK. 
| Alec Pleon 


Empire (M) 28 
Cheerful Charlie 
Chester Co 

Ken Morris 
Frederick Ferrari 
Arthur Haynes 
Edwina Carol 


3 Massetty 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 28 


Troise & Mand’l'rs 


Tommy Jover 
Raf Pat & Julian 


Saveen 
Beryl Reid 
J Muldoon 4 
Pauline & Eddie 
LINCOLN 
Royal (I) 28 


(WR) 30 


5 only 


SPGS 


Dorsey Or 


Jimmy Mack 
Francis Whitmor 
3 Lunies 
George Alex 
Peggy A Tyler 
Spangled Beauties 
Raymond Barry 
Terry’s Juveniles 
NDON 
Palladium (M) 28 
Eleznor Powell 
G & B Bernard 
Josef Locke 
Roger Ray 
Senor Wences 


| Alan Clive 


Louise’s Pets 

Harvison 

Carol & Ross 

Dolaire 
MANCHESTER 

Hippodrome (S) 28 

Joe Loss Bd 


B Wright & Marion 


| L & B Lowe 


Baudy’s Greyh’ds 


| Eddie Bayes 





| 


Mayfair 3 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 28 


G H Elliott 
Gertie Gitana 
Ella Shields 
Lily Morriss 
Randolph Sutton 


Talbot O’Farrell 
Billy Danvers 
NOTTINGHAM 
Royal (M) 28 
Shires & Tylee 
Leslie Sarony 
Veronica Martell 
Stainless Stephen 
Moray Bros & 
Dave 
Dudley Dale Co 
Hope & Ray 
F Mendelisohn 
Serenaders 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 28 
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Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 44 


of road bookings. Welk is no stran- 
ger to this lush room, inasmuch as 
he held down the podium here 
last year for 14 weeks. 
Arganizationally, the band dif- 
fers very little from its 1948 make- 
up for the only change effected 
in the interim has been the addi- 
tion of another sax to the previous 
four reeds. Otherwise its instru- 


Neil Rose Ginger Kinney 
E & D Waters Jean Arlen Mel Cole Orc 
J Lockwood Meryl Baxter Pancho Ore | 
Newman Twins Skating Blvdears Silver Frolics 
Romanos Bog Turk Marion Francis | 
Reg Radcliffe Bill Keefe Jimmy Ames | 
Joan Hinde Jeannie Sook Frolic Lovelies (# 


Hilda Dixon 
Gordon Ray Co 
SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy (1) 28 
Lee Brooklyn 
Frank Formby 
4 O’Keefe Sis 
N & V Munroe 
Mike Howe 
Bklyn Lovlies 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 28 


Alan Kay & Gloria | 
|Motion Picture Export Assn. and 


Chico Marx 
Bemand’s Pigeons 
Bobbie Kimber 
Freddie Sales 

D Henderson Jr 


J Billings & Diana 


3 Stevel Sis 


SHEPHERDS BUSH | 


Empire (S) 28 
Hal Monty 
Jasper Maskelyne 
George Elrick 


L Clifford & Freda 


Musical Elliotts 
Charlie Cole 
Eddie Leroy 


WOLVERHAMPTON | : 
Hippodrome (!) 28/ advanced. Printer got the mark- 


Rosemary Andree 
Terry Hall 
Woods & Jarrett 
Rex Redgers 
John Melville 
Eddie Reindeer 
Zio Angels 
YORK 
Empire (i) 28 


| Albert Grant 


| 


Bertie Rich 
Rene Bocher 
Bert Hago 





Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Bagatelle 
Dorothy Ross 
Day, Dawn & 


Jack Prince 
Jack Corlies 
Blue Angel 
Mufray & Parker 
Charley Carts 
Wally Cox 
Ellis Larkin 3 
Martha Davis 
Cafe Society 
D Donegan 
Ronnie Graham 
Dave Martin Ore 


Jay Marshall 


Jack Gansert 
Billy Banks 

Choral Sextet 
H Sandler Ore 
Alvarez Mera 


Juenger Ballet Line 


Hotel Pierre 
Clifford Guest 
Manor & Mignon 
Florence & 

Frederic 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Ralph Lane Ore 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Taja 
Maria Lamonte 
Billy Frick 
Croydons 
Boyd Heath 
Shepard Line 

Old Roumanian 


| Sadie Banks 


Jan Bart 

Rex Owen 
Dorothy Deering 
Joanne Florio 

Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 


| Howard Hartman 





Irving Conn Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Warwick 

Jose Melis Ore 
Hi, Lo, Jack 
Dame 
Latin Quarter 
Frank Libuse 
George Price 
David Nillo 
Maria Karnilova 
a 8 
‘lissa Jayne 
Ruth Brown 
Margot Brander 
Art Waner Ore 
B Harlow Ore 
Clique 
Sally Rand Unit 
Radio Aces 
Dave Herman Ore 
Copacabana 
Jackie Miles 
Connie Haines 
F & S Barry 
Linda Lombard 
Herb George 
Paul Godkin 
Skyriders 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 
China Doll 
Ming & Ling 
Paddy Wing 
Noro Morales Ore 
Jose 
Line (7) 
El Chice 


Blackhawk 
Al Trace Ore 


| Bob Vincent 


Jackie Van 
Red Maddock 
Dave DeVore 
Lee Pines 
Hotel Bismark 
Doraine & Ellis 
Charles & Janet 
Joe Isbell 
J Brewer Ore 
Helsings 
Al Morgan 
Evelyn Terry 
Ned Walsh 





| Diamond Horseshoe | 


| Lucienne & Ashour 


Rosita Rios 
Damiron & 
Chapuseaux 
Tina Ramirez 
Los Guaracheros 
Vizcaino Orc 
Hotel St Moritz 
Erwin Kent Ore 
Hotel St Regis 
Julie Wilson 
Laszlo & Pepito 
M Shaw Orc 
Hotel Roosevelt 


Lawrence Welk Or 
New Yorke: 


Hotel 
G Benedict Orc 
Ice Revue 
Hotel Statier 
Tony Pastor Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Hildegarde 


Salvatore Gioe Orc 


Mark Monte Ore 
Payson Re Orc 


Nycola Matthey Or 


Le Ruban Bieu 
Bibi Osterwaid 


| 3 Riffs 





Mike Brown 
Norman Paris 3 
Julius Monk 
Havana-Madrid 
Estelita 
Raquel & Rolando 
Kenneth Buffet 
Mildred Ray Line 
Quintero Ore 
Argueso Ore 


Hotel Belmont-Piaza 


Ames Bros 

Viola Layne 

R & B Pickert 

Eddie Stone Ore 

Castellanos Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 

Phil Wayne Orc 

Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Edison 


Henry Jerome Orc 


No 1 Fifth Ave 


| Hayes Gordon 


| Downey & Fonville 
Ambassador 


Martha White 
Hazel Webster 


Hotel 
Fred Oliver Ore 


| William Adler Ore 





Curbello Ore | 


William Scotti 
Penthouse 
Gigi Durston 
Jerry Reed 
Kurt Maier 
Royal Roost 
Harry Belafonte 
Charlie Ventura 
Charlie Parker 
T Dameron Ore 
Spivy’s 
Kelly & Keating 
Spivy 
Versailles 
Jean Sablon 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Gay Blades 
Allen Carrier 
Bourbon & Baine 
Abbey Albert 
Piute Pete 
Village Vanguara 
Josh White 
Roger Price 


| C Williams 


Cyril Haines 3 
Waldorf-Astoria 

Carl Brisson 

Emil Coleman Ore 


‘ Mischa Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 


Frankie Hyle 


Billy Chandler Ore 
H Edgewater Beach 
Henry Brandon Orc 


B Lane & Claire 
Marianne Fedele 
Preston Lambert 
D Hild Dancers (6) 
Bob Du Pont 

Chez Paree 
Joe E. Lewis 
Geneve Dorn 
Barry Sis 


| Rodriquez & 


Phyliss 
Chez Paree 


| 


} 


| 


} 
} 


| 


/consoles, since the majority 
' equipped with phonographs.” 


|other outlet apparent, 





Charles & Lucille Bud Prentice Ore | 


Bible Biz | 











t= Continued from page 1 eee 
person of a Finnish printer about 
a year ago. 


He appeared at a meeting of the 














explained his plan. He said he 
would take the frozen Finnish re- 
ceipts of the U. S. distribs and use | 
them to pay for printing the Testa- | 
ments in English. These would be | 
shipped to this country, where a | 
sale had been arranged for them 
and a New York bank would then 
pay off the film companies an 
amount in dollars equal to the 
Finnish markkas which had been 





kas, of course, at a considerable 
discount from the official rate. 
MPEA members figured the 
deal a bit on the screwy side, think- | 
ing there was little chance of 
Bibles producing dollars. With no 
however, 


| they gave their okay and promptly | 


forgot about the whole deal. Much | 
to their amazement a couple | 
months ago, the coin started to roll | 
in. | 

Another angle used by some | 
companies has been to make bank | 
loans in foreign countries where | 
restrictions: were threatened. | 
Money obtained from the bank is | 
converted to dollars for remittance | 
here. If a freeze later is put on, 
the loan continues to be paid off 
| with film rentals being collected in 
local currency. 


| Some countries have objected 
|to the bank loan plan, although 
interest rates run as high as 
134%%, and it is now frequently 
|a difficult trick to maneuver. Other 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


|} oner 


| 
| 
the area. 


mental texture includes four 
rhythm and four brass. 

In the main, Welk relies upon 
current pops of the “Lavender 
Blue.” “Slow Boat to China” idiom. 
These tunes receive a soft inter- 





pretation via muted brass and sub-| 
dued reeds whose smooth effect | 
are further heightened by Welk’s | 
occasional accordioning as well as | 
the background tones of Hammond 
organ and celeste. Overall result 
makes the combo surefire for the | 


varied 


tastes of this hostelry’s| 
mixed trade. : 

Pert Helen Ramsay displays a) 
dulcet voice as the orch’s femme | 
vocalist, while Bob “Tex” Cromer | 
and Dick Hill, who play bass and 
trumpet, respectively, also double 
to advantage in the warbling | 
partment. Ray Woldum is an okay | 
whistler. On the whole, Welk’s 
band shapes up as an ideal replace- 
ment for Lombardo. Hotel also| 
stands to benefit indirectly through 
a new recording contract the bat-| 
has inked with Mercury. | 
Leader’s new air show for Miller’s | 
High Life Beer over the ABC net, | 
which is due to originate around | 
June 1 from the Grill, should 
spread additional word of mouth. | 
Gilb. 





Charley Foy’s 
(SHERMAN OAKS, CAL.) 
Sherman Oaks, March 23. 
Jimmy Savo, Charley Foy, 
Johnny & George, Billy Green, 
Marguerite Padula, Roberta Lee, 
Sammy Wolf, Abbey Brown’s Orch 
(3); no cover, no minimum. 


Located cut in San Fernando 
Valley, Charley Foy’s has long 
been a favorite drop-in spot for 
many top film names who live in 
Unlike plush Hollywood | 
niteries, it is in the eastern road- 
house tradition, and with Foy him- 
self on hand for some song-and- 


dance-clowning the spot has ac- 


| methods, such as the Bibles, how-| quired a reputation as a place with 


| ever, are welcomed by 
treasury officials, since they re- 
move obligations to the U. S. which | 


pile up in a country when funds | $25,000 


foreign | good entertainment heavy on nos-| 


talgia value. 


To reopen the place after a 
refurbishing, Foy  pre-| 


are iced. Most nations would rather | vailed on Jimmy Savo to come in 
| 


not have these continuing obliga- 
_tions against them. In addition to 
| that their nationals get a good 
| break in the discounts which are 
offered by the Yank companies in 
the interest of thawing their 
moolah. 


Radio Set Sale 


Continued from page 1 

















commercial production,” the report 
declared. 


Although demand for receivers 
'may be expected to increase as 
/new television stations begin op- 
eration and the quality of programs 





improves, the report predicted that | 


sales “may become increasingly 
more difficult as the cream of the 
market is skimmed off in each new 
_area. If costs to the consumer are 
| materially reduced through im- 
| proved production methods and re- 
| duced installation and  mainte- 
nance costs, the market will broad- 
en correspondingly.” 

Despite the great expansion in 
television since the war, which 
brought the number of manufac- 


port found that 12 of the 40 com- 
panies who were in or preparing 
to enter the receiver field in 1946 
have already withdrawn from the 
| business. 


| The report said that the popu- 
larity of FM, which has had “rapid 
growth” since the war, has been 
| “largely lost sight of owing to 
| publicity on television.” FM, the 
| departmer.t asserted, has undoubt- 
edly done much to stimulate radio 
sales. With increased output, it de- 
clared, FM receivers should be- 
come che: per and the overall aver- 
age price of radio sets will con- 
tinue the downward trend. 

| The report noted 
/amount of confusion” in the phono- 
| 8raph industry as a result of in- 
| troduction of records requiring 
different turntable speeds. “This 





situation unquestionably,” it add-| 


ed, “is retarding the sale of radio 


turers to 75 by mid-1948, the re-| 


| 
“a certain 


for a headline stint. The result! 
| unquestionably will be the great-| 
| est business the spot has ever had. | 
| As a sample, opening night found | 
/an overflow crowd on hand to! 
| watch the sad-faced little man in | 
|his sock pantomimicry. And no 


/ one was disappointed. 


Physical layout of Foy’s makes 
it difficult for a strong sight-act to | 
be appreciatec fully, but Savo. 

,overcomes the stumbiing block. | 
| He commands, and gets, attention | 
'from the moment he steps on the 
floor. Routines are whammed over. 
| with skilled showmanship _ that, 
| wrings salvos from the crowd. He | 
gives out—in answer to repeated. 
| demands—such familiars as “River | 
| Stay "Way From My Door” and | 
| “One Meat Ball” with his wizardry. | 
Surrounding talent all is okay. | 
|Foy has a new introductory song, 
|other than that he’s still dis- 
| pensing the patter and stepping 
for which he’s known. Additional 
;comedy is derived from Sammy | 
| Wolfe’s stooge bit and his fine. 
apings of Jolson and Ted Lewis. | 
Johnny and George, fine song-and- | 
piano duo, chirp Roberta Lee and | 
sonorous Billy Green (who's added | 
“Clancy Lowered the Boom” to his 
all 


‘repertoire of Gaelic songs) 
| please. 


| _ Abbey Browne’s orch backs the. 
show and caters to terpers and/| 
_Marguerite Padula is on hand to/| 
' keep things moving with between- | 
_Show entertainment at the piano. 
But Savo is the real attraction, 
| and everybody’s happy—Foy, Savo, 
/and most important, the cus- 
tomers. Kap. 





| Cafe Society Downtown 
(NEW YORK) 

| Dorothy Donegan, Ronnie Gra- 
ham, Mary Louise, Dave Martin 
Orch, Cliff Jackson; minimum, 





Although Cafe Society Down- 
town has undergone a change of 
management, the _ entertainment 
policy, which has clicked since the 
spot opened, about a decade ago, is 
being continued. 


| and 


‘is settin 
ithe vaude fans and talent hungry 





__ The marquee lure currently is'| 
| Dorothy Donegan, who is one of | 
are the more effective pianists. Her | 
‘work is colorful via highlighting ' 


her pianistics with comedy 

ous breaks and saucy mann 
It all adds up to win her 

encores. 


Holdover is Ronnie Grah 
sonable and promising newesea 
but who is still to make up hie 
mind whether he wants to cater te 
the chi-chi or mass spots. He ;: 
material in both veins, this being 
one of the rooms that can handle 
either type. Big problem wil] come 
when his run here is Over. It’s 
probable that he can do bette 
catering to the masses, since that 
would give him a wider Outlet for 
his wares. However, he does e 
cellently here. “d 

Show is completed by ar 
Louise (New Acts). Dave Manny 
orch and Cliff Jackson at the piano 
take care of the after-show dansa- 
pation. Jose, 


humor. 
erlsms, 
Several 





Riviera Lounge, N. Y. 
Art Hodes, Pee Wee Russell 
Herb Ward; minimum, $1.50. . 





Art Hodes and Pee Wee Russel] 
who have sparked many jazz com. 
bos, are minehosting at this new 
haven for name _ instrumentalists 
in N. Y.’s Greenwich Village. The 
Riviera Lounge is a tastefully dee. 
orated and cozy room that should 
entice the aficionados. Although 
only a few weeks old, some of 
the better-known jazz exponents 
are making it their after-work ren. 
dezvous. For example, on night 
caught, Hot Lips Paige, Sol Yaged 
Tony Parenti sat in on the 
festivities. 

Result can be a delightful early 
morning with minimum spending, 
The regular trio, comprising Hodes 
at the piano, Russell clarineting, 
and Herb Ward playing a driving 
bass, provide some of the brightest 
music in town. It’s all listenable 
with accent on melody. 

The jazzophiles congregating here 
can spend an instructive evening 
studying the various styles of those 
contributing to the sessions. Yet 
with the various interpretations, 
they all fall into a style that’s easy 


to take, requires a minimum of 
concentration and a maximum 
amount of musical relaxation. It’s 
one of the better buys in town 


|and the Riviera Lounge deserves a 


permanent spot in New York's jazz 
firmament. Jose. 


_ Show Bar, K. C. 
Kansas City, March 23. 
Jay Seiler, Weela Gallez, Miriam 
Seabold, Cedric & Algy, 3 Little 
Dickens, Dave & Tom Reiser quar- 
tet; no cover, ro minimum. 


The former College Inn has been 
taken over by a new group which 
out to make it a lure for 


localities. 

As the Show Bar, place is aptly 
named, quarters being under what 
once was the stage of a downtowl 
theatre. For years, however, it has 
been the hangout of the younger 
crowd, followers of jitbug and bop, 
and the question is how long will 
it take to switch to the spenders 
with more savvy. 

Policy is continuous from 8 p.m. 
till closing (1:30 a.m.), which works 
in three shows nightly. While 
there isn’t a smash name on the 
bill, Weela Gallez is well-known 
locally and is beginning to develop 
a following, after couple of earlier 
dates in town this season. 

Opening slot has the Three Dick- 
ens Sisters, who run through 
rhumba medley, boogie-woogie, 
ballads and rhythm songs for nice 
reception. Cedric and Algy, 
monocled acros, follow with clever 
muscular control and _ balancing 
routine, 

Miss Gallez, also doubling as 
m.c, does her turn midway wit 
songs and pianoing. She_ has 
plenty personality and scores heav- 
ily in comedy and_ sophisticated 
numbers. . 

Miriam Seabold wins apprecia- 
tion in terping routine, includin 
sabre dance, interpretive bit an 
boogie. Both looks and ability put 
her over nicely. Closing spot goes 
to Jay Seiler’s smooth comedy. His 
mixture of pantomime, terps, chat 
ter and banter with the band pro- 
vides fun all the way. Best bits 
are satire on a screwy doctor aD 
the wooden-ski soldiers, done wit 
the half-moon skis. 

Between acts, Dave Reiser 
comes off the stand to keep things 
moving with his vocal and electric 
guitar work, capably backed by 


brother Tom at the solovox. , 
Quin. 





Jane Russell set for the Oriental, 
Chicago, April 7. for 

Charlie Barnet orch set 1 
Paramount, N. Y., April 6. 
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Strand, Ne a. “4 
mbardo Orch, on 
Sn Sigg Kenny Gardner; Frank 
Marlowe, Chester Dol hin, Hoctor 
& ; “Kiss in the Dark (WB), 
reviewed in VARIETY, March 2, ’49. 


rent lineup at the Strand is 
a meer’ smooth-rolling package 
tied together by Guy Lombardo’s 
fomiliar rhythms. Lombardo is the 
erowd-catcher on the bill but the 
other acts round out the session 
with neat support in the comedy 
and hoofing departments. 

Nothing new pro or con can be 
said at this late date about Lom- 
pardo’s crew except that he’s still 
solid with the customers. Lacking 


orch compensates with a sweet, 
muted but clean style that’s always 
listenable. Lombardo’s selection 
of numbers, moreover, have a sure- 
fire appeal whether they are old 
faves or current novelties. 

Vocal combos within the band 
and singers Don Rodney and Ken- 
ny Gardner also blend in to make 
this an all-around showmanship 
crew. One of the highlights is 
Gardner’s clowning-crooning of his 
new disk,’ “Dangerous Dan Mc- 
Grew,” which looks like a good 
pet for the bestseller lists. Lom- 
bardo also makes an appealing 
fraternal pitch in behalf of his two 
sidemen brothers, Carmen and Le- 
pert, playing a firstrate medley of 
the latter’s compositions. 

Frank Marlowe is a hectic, ac- 
tionful comic with broad appeal. 
Eschewing the straight gag rou- 
tines, he snares yocks with pratt- 
falls (falling off the stage into the 
laps of the first row patrons) and 
mugging. Despite weaknesses in 
his material, Marlowe drives hard 
to win big response. 

Chester Dolphin registers with 
his comedy-juggling. An adroit 
handler of tenpins and hoops, he 
spices routine with a _ running 
gag commentary which, in many 
spots, overshadows his tricks. 
Every juggling miss, most of them 
intentional, is used as an opening 
for a fast crack. It’s a well-plan- 
ned routine, 

Hoctor and Byrd’s 
standout in its execution and mani- 
fold styles. One of this act’s un- 
usual features is the gal’s run- 
through of a classical ballet to 
Chopin music which, despite its 
longhair quality, receives strong 
mitting. Team also hits well with 
a straight ballroom and beguine 
number. Herm. 


National, L’ville 
Louisville, March 25. 


Bernie Smith, Buddy McDowell,| open with “Isn’t This a Lovely 
& | Day?” before introducing his raft | 


Monte Hale, Max Terhune 
Elmer; “Loaded Pistols” (Col). 








' 


bounds with ample animation on 
“Them There Eyes.” 

Absent from this Harlem vaud- 
ery for several years, Slim Gaillard 


ing its famed “Cement Mixer” and 
a current fave, “Down By the Sta- 
tion.” Gaillard is a show in himself 
for he cleverly gags up the tune 
intros and at finale massages a 
bongo drum. His bizarre antics 
coupled with the trio’s rhythms 
handled by guitar, bass and drum, 
earned strong mitting. 

With an outfit built around six 
rhythm, three brass and four reed, 


Valdes’ band appears a capable 
Latino combo. However, when 
caught Friday (25), the crew 


the drive of most other bands, this | largely was on hand as accompani- 


ment for their leader, who 


| whammed across with the inevit- 


able “Babalu” and kindred melo- 
dies. Also embellishing the vocal 
department is Rosette Shaw, a 
swivel-hipped lass, who proficiently 
pipes a brace of numbers. Aggre- 
gation is one of the better rhumba 


_bands whose chief asset, of course, 


terping is! 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


is its showmanly leader. 

Canfield chorus of four gals and 
four boys are okay in a couple of 
production numbers. Pigmeat 
Markham and his cohorts register, 
per usual, in a brace of blackouts 
while Joe Chisholm is reviewed 
under New Acts. Show could be 
speeded up if 10 or 15 minutes 
were cut from its 80 minutes run- 
ning time. Gilb. 


Cirele, Indpls. 
Indianapolis, March 26. 
Ted Weems Orch, with 
Carter, Elmo Tanner, Glenn West; 
Connee Boswell, Buster West & 
Lucille Parge, Howard & Wanda 
Bell; “Clay Pigeon” (RKO). 





Only trouble Circle had with 
this week’s bill was in trying to 
keep within usual hour’s running 
time. 
over at opening, mostly due to ex- 
uberant performance by Connee 
Boswell, who sang at least 10 
numbers and still had customers 
wanting more. The round-up, in- 
cluding Weems band and two out- 
side acts besides Miss Boswell, 
satisfies. 

Singer started to give with such | 
cheerer-uppers as “Let a Smile Be | 


Your Umbrella” and ‘Smile, Darn | 
ya, Smile,” then picked “Faraway | 
Places,” “Careless Hands” and 
“Slow Boat to China” and other | 
items for top returns. Her cheerful 
line of patter is relished almost 
as much as her songs. 

Weems, playing in style that has 
made friends and kept them here, 


of entertainers. Newcomer Russ | 


Russ | 


However, it ran 30 minutes |, 


Paramount, N. Y. 


|_ Louis Jordan Tympany 5 (7), 
Pat Henning, Peggy Mann, Johnny 


| RIETY, March 2, ’°49. 


| 
j 
| 





pany Five, enlarged to seven 
pieces.. The varied components of 


the show produce a good blend of t 


entertainment. 
The Jordan crew is one of the 
more delightful instrumental com- 


Trio does several numbers includ- | B@7"es, Ray Anthony Orch (15); 


“EL Paso” (Par), reviewed in Va- 


| The Paramount has a well-gaited | 
show that has variety and enter-| 
tainment values as well as marquee | 
lure with the Louis Jordan Tym- 


| 


binations and the leader is a singer | 


in the top traditions. Whatever he St@8e- 
tackles is productive of laughs and | 


good listening. He’s on for 15 min- 


} 
| 


utes, but there’s not a moment of | 


lost motion or an extraneous tune. 
He offs to a powerful mitt. Effect 
of the act is heightened by beefy 
Paula Watson’s brace of tunes. 
Pat Henning’s comedy also pro- 


duces the desired results. Although | 


some of it is dated, he has enough 
exuberance in the anything-for-a- 
laugh tradition to put over his rou- 
tine. 

Peggy Mann is a cute singer with 
an effective delivery, but her occa- 
sional attempts to overdramatize 
diminishes overall value. This 
characteristic is especially evident 
in “So in Love.” There’s sufficient 


| dramatic content in this tune to get 


across with the simpler delivery 


| the Tattlers, and a narrator. 


are an accomplished team of acro- 
bats with an ingenious and lively 


| routine. 


Also from across the Atlantic 
are Harrison, Carrol & Ross, a man, 


|a girl and a midget, with a snappy 


dance and knockabout turn. Josef 
Locke contribs a number of pop 
melodies to win encores. 

Second half tees off with Do- 
laire, an attractive aerialist, who 
gives place to Roger Ray, another 
American performer, who had the 
house rolling with his interpreta- 
ion of a Gin Advertising show on 
video a la Red Skelton. Another is 
Senor Wences, whose ventriloquial 
act is the best seen on the London 
Myro. 


Capitol, N. Y. 
Gordon Jenkins Orch (35), 
Choir (10), Tattlers (4), Charlie 
La Vere, Cardini, Artie Dann; 
“Outpost in Morocco” (UA) re- 

viewed in VaRIETY March 23. 





The Capitol has one of the most 
populated stages it’s had in some 
time. The king-sized entertain- 
ment unit by Gordon Jenkins aside 
from the 35 piece band includes 
10 voices plus the singing quartet, 
The 
comparatively small Capitol stage 


| consequently permitted only sta- 
| tionery acts, but there’s no loss of Bagatelle, N. Y. 
| motion in the process, inasmuch as 


used in some of her other num-| 


bers. Otherwise the crowd warms 
up to her nicely for a deserved en- 
core. 

The tap turn by Johnny Barnes 
is well received. He’s a personable 
dancer with some unusual routin- 
ing. Comparatively brief turn is 
to the point and brings good re- 
turns, 

Ray Anthony’s band dishes out 
some good rhythms best of which 
is their ‘“‘Darktown Strutters Ball,” 
a number starting off with a Dixie- 
land styling that changes into a 
variety of styles. The crew in- 
dulges in some musical imitations 
of various maestri, some of which 
is tasteless and witless. Some 
sharper editing could bring about 
a more effective lampoon. Jose. 


Tivoli, 8S. F. 


San Francisco, Marck 29. 


| thms. 


the performers chosen 
semblance of movement. 

The Jenkins outfit is providing 
some of the more picturesque mu- 
sic. The symphony sized crew in- 
cludes 16 strings, four French 
horns, a harp plus the usual as- 
sortment of reeds, brasses and rhy- 
The product is extremely 
colorful and frequently schmaltzy. 
Their topper is, of course, Jenkins’ 
composition “Manhattan Tower” an 
extremely vivid musical panorama 
of New York and a sapient blend of 
musical arrangement, choral back- 
ground and well-written narration 
delivered by Barry Thomson. It’s 
an ambitious and possibly a risky 


give the 


'undertaking for a Broadway vaud- 


|exit for this crew. 


er, but it’s surefire as delivered 
here. It’s an arty, but commercial, 
presentation that makes a rousing 
The Tattlers, | 


|doubling from the Copacabana, 


| 


| the dramatic content of this piece. 


provide a youthful note to this en- 
deavor, and the 10 voices highlight | 


Larry Blake, Ford & Harris, Bud | “Song of the Bayou” is another big 


Hughes, The Stapletons, Robert & 
Renee, Ralph Williams Orch (6); 
“Crystal Balt” 
Town” (Indie). 





The obvious formula of this new| rhymthic arrangement of 
bid for vaude is to purvey mod-| Danube.” 
(estly budgeted bills at moderate | Charlie La Vere, who although un- | pour blonde, their evening clothes 


prices. 


number by Jenkins and results in- 
another salvo. For the lighter side | 


|a medley of “San Fernando Val-| 
ley” and “P.S. I Love You” and the 


“Blue 


Solo vocals are by 


‘sure in his stage presence, is an 
Opener is Larry Blake, as m.c.,| extremely effective singer. 


makes good impression in| who is glib in intros. He’s also okay | 
Carter ma g ° in his story telling stint, spotted | always,- full of certain applause | 


It’s an all-Western bill this week,| brace of ballads, Elmo Tanner’s 


stage and screen program giving 
the customers lots of gun-totin’ 
and cowboy costumed and guitar 
playing doings. Actually, there are 
only four people in the entire one- 
hour show, but they manage to 


hold patrons’ attention, particu- | 
larly the kids. 

Couple of uitar _plunkers, 
Bernie Smith, local chap who 


used to appear on several radio 
eee teamed with Buddy 

cDowell, pint-sized cowboy, give 
out tunes for nice returns. 

Monte Hale, film cowboy, 
breezes on with a jovial greeting 
to the kids. Warbles “Rose of San 
Antone,” with guitar accomp and 





whistling warmed the audience. 
Vocalist Glenn West also clecks 
“Stammering.” Buster West and 
Lucille Page score with their com- 
edy dance routines. Howard and 
Wanda Bell offer nifty acrobatics. 
Biz good when caught. Corb. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, March 25. 
Jayne Walton, 4 Macks, Eddie 
Hanley, Giselle & Francois Szonyi; 
“Take Me Out to Ball Game” 
(M-G). 


Current Capitol layout rings the 
bell with a fast moving, consistent- 





ssays angroosions of Tex Ritter,| jy pleasant quartet of acts. No 
re Acuff, and others singing showstopper on bill, but general 
styles. Kids went for him in a big average is high, so is audience 


way. 


Ventro Max Terhune provides 


the bulk of the entertainment, with | 


is bird imitations, whistling and 
general hearty personality. Adds 
some magic tricks, and comes back 
for ventro stuff with his dummy 
Imer. Registers solidly, but was 
carrying quite a load and stayed 
on a trifle too long. 
boner? all teamed up for some 
8le-woogie clowning to geet. 
old. 





_ Apollo, N. Y. 
pvliguelito. Valdes Orch (13) with 
( pactte Shaw; Dud Bascomb Orch 

3), Slim Gaillard Trio, Joe Chis- 
pte Spizzie Canfield Chorus (8), 
x. Jones, Pigmeat Markham & 
0. “Perilous Waters” (Mono). 


Blend of Miguelito Valdes’ Afro- 
sn an chanting, Slim Gaillard’s 
eeey rhythms plus Dud Bas- 
omb’s more orthodox band com- 


bines to make a neat musical pack- | 


age at the Apollo this week. 
neat Markham’s comedy antics, 
sot on-twirler Joe Chisholm and the 

xed chorus of spizzie Canfield 


are sandwiched through the layout | 


0 Dring necessary change of pace. 
com pening behind a scrim, Bas- 
a 0's outfit shows plenty of vol- 
via ite. handling a torrid medley 
fiv S three rhythms, five reed and 
ee eee nae. Lads are also solid on 
ink ,Hame in Indiana,” which a 
. et interprets for neat returns. 

eplist Etta Jones is so-so on “I 

I Didn’t Love You So” but re- 


appreciation. 


equa 
/routines could stand some _ perk- 


later in bill. 


Robert and Renee, | values. 


Cardini’s manipulations are, as 


He’s an entertaining turn | 


trampoline act, interspersed with’} with a smooth and polished de-| 


comedy, gets nice appreciation. _ 
Tapstering by The Stapletons is | Cotillion room for a portion of 
lly appreciated, though their | this run. 


ing up. r 
Buddy Hughes. begins with 
straight standard magic items, 


deftly handled, and segued into 
an acrobatic dog act routine which 
clicks for good applause. 

Ford and Harris score in a song 
and dance stanza. Most of it harks 
back to the good old days but 
wins top appreciation. 

Ralph William’s Orch backs acts 
expertly and contribs slick ses- 
sion on its own. Biz good. Ted. 


Palladium, London 
London, March 22. 





Surprise is terp team of Giselle Eleanor Powell, George & Bert 
& Francois Szonyi, recent imports Bernard, Roger Ray, Harrison, Car- 


| and new to the town. Young and rol & Ross, Senor Wences, Alan 


; j -| Clive ise’ nil in his stint. 
sparkling couple offer slick rou- Clive, 7 Ashtons, Louise’s Dogs and | is sadly in need of saleable mate- 


tines that are different and, at) Ponies (4), Josef Locke, Dolaire, 
‘times, dazzling. Femme carries | Woolf Phillips’ Skyrocket Orch. 

| bulk of acro stunts and novelty 
‘chores, but both are graceful, deft) New vaude season at the Pal- 
terpers. Open with classical ada-| ladium continues the successful 
' gio, then “All the Things You Are,” | poner of last year in which top- 
with the accent on fancy twirling, | flight American stars are brought 
| and wind with a jive number, to’ over to head the bill. Current show 
‘which they give a continental introduces Eleanor Powell and she 
|twist. Payees go for this in a big! receives the traditional welcome 


way. \from_ enthusiastic Palladiumites. 


Eddie Hanley, headlining, comes Her success was assured from the 
off okay, considering that his act,| moment of her first entry and the 
an oldie here, is virtually un- series of numbers, which she per- 
changed from the last D.C. stint. forms with elegance and charm, 


Comedy routine is divided in two ‘leaves no doubt as to the success 
of her three-week stint. 


Miss Powell’s dance } 
ranges from Blue Danube and Clair 





| parts —a taxi dance scene with 


femme partner playing straight to 
Hanley’s drolleries, and a_ solo 
impresh bit. Comic gets laughs, 
but could stand some new material. 

Jayne Walton, bill’s chantoesey, 
op tunes 


house was fascinated by her skill, 
‘pleases with a group of | 2 an 
on the romantic side. “I’ve Got! and a sol‘! hit. 

|My Love to Keep Me Warm,” “I’ll| George and Bert Bernard con- 
Stay With You” and the Latin,’ tinue their superb mimicry, which 


ite numbers. It’s a flawless act with 
| split-second timing that 
boisterous reception. 


mance,” with payees participating, 
is best bet. ; 

| Four Macks do a slick job as 
/show pacers, bringing with their 





| 


'on paper than it played. 


| 


| livery. 


/ might provide a jarring note to the 
‘level already established, but he’s 


'Carlone Orch; 
| Night.” 





“While There’s Music There’s Ro- had the audience yelling for favor- 


gets a 


Opening the show are Louise’s 


‘usual brisk exhibition of top tech-| Dogs and Ponies with new varia- 


nique in roller skating. Troupe 
operates on a circular platform, 


tions of old animal tricks, followed 
by Alan Clive, a first rate impres- 


whirling around a minimum of sionist whose act is enhanced by 


space with a maximum of speed. 
| Lowe. 


an intelligent script. The Seven 
'Ashtons, who hail from Australia, 


‘standard. Their terps interps are 


routine With their trapeze feats. 


de Lune to rhumba and boogie-. 
woogie. For 30 minutes the packed | 


endurance and nonchalant ease, | 


| 


budget for incoming ice show at from midnight to 1 a.m., with Ed 


He’s doubling from the 
Artie Dann brings the proceed- 


ings off its lofty plane for a session 
of low comedy. Ordinarily, this 


spotted so that there’s a change of 
pace. Dann’s dissertations on his 
beak come off well. Jose. 





Olympia, Miami 
Miami, March 26. 
Jack LaRue, Luba Malina, Amaz- 
ing Mr. Ballantine, The Herzogs, 
Marilyn Martinez Trio, Freddie 
“He Walked By 





Lineup of names looked better 


Topliner Jack LaRue was mostly 
The film’s heavy 


rial, but with advent of unbilled 
attractive Joy Carson, whose vocals 
belt for full returns, he winds into 
a fair palm return. ; 

Luba Malina walks off with top 
honors. Thrush clicks with her 
special material and songs for 
rounds of applause. : 

The Amazing Mr. Ballantine 
grabs plenty laughs with his satiri- 
cal magico.. House went for his 
shenanigans in a big way. | 

Marilyn and Martinez trio are 


okay. 
Femme trio, the Herzogs, score 
Freddie 





New Acts 


LYNN MARTIN 

Songs-Piano 

20 Mins. 

Commonwealth Hotel, K. C. 

| An alumna of the Meredith Will- 
'son, Ray Noble and Carl Hoff 
| orchs, Lynn Martin is out on her 
'own on the club and hotel circuit. 
| Working the Blue Dahlia Room 
with the Judy Conrad instrumen- 
tal foursome. 

Her singing is firstrate through- 
out, showing low-register quality 
‘on such numbers as “Old Man 
| River’ and “But Not for Me,” and 
doing equally well on a medley of 
“Stormy Weather” and “April 
Showers.” She adds novelty tune, 
“T’ve Got to Get Hot,” and returns 
to an old favorite in “Shine On 
Harvest Moon’’—as she did it in 
films as the voice for Ann Sheri- 
dan. An attractive brunet, Miss 
Martin also manages to get a good 
deal of personality into her sing- 
ing. Quin. 














JACK PRINCE 
Songs-Comedy 
15 Mins. 


Jack Prince looms as a singer- 
comic who can get along in most 
visual media. He’s a portly gent, 
with a full-bodied voice, and can 
handle a number in straightfor- 
ward fashion, or can fill a classie 
with all sorts of irreverances and 
get away with it. 

Prince has a flock of bright 
asides and comic breaks. He has a 
good sense of comedy and induces 
a high quota of laughs. On show 
caught he surprised by giving a 
sensitive reading. of “Love for 
Sale” after a session of comedy. 
With that encouragement he also 
did a straight of.‘“‘Without a Song,” 
also for excellent results. How- 
ever, comedy is still his strong 
point. Jose. 


~ 


STEWART & BARBOUR 
Songs 
14 Mins. 
St. Regis, Toronto 

Ruth Barbour of the Cleveland 
Operetta Co. and Allan Stewart of 
the St. Louis Opera Co., have 
teamed up for boy-and-girl duets 
ranging from pops to opera. Both 


(Indie) and “Sin | of the Jenkins presentation, there’s | are fresh-looking youngsters, have 


the necessary poise and should 
have no trouble making time in 
the nitery circuits. 

Stewart is brunet and Miss Bar- 


lending class distinction to the act, 
and their blended voices reflect 
their operatic training. They are 
excellent in a medley of Victor 
Herbert hits. Miss Barbour, how- 
ever, should tone down her too- 
professional smile. McStay. 


JOE CHISHOLM 
Dancing-Baton Twirling 
5 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

Working in tophat and tails, Joe 
Chisholm displays an uncanny 
ability in manipulating a baton. 
The colored twirler accompanies 
his stick-swishing with a fair line 
of patter. Tall lad closes with a 
dash of acro-terping for smart ap- 
plause when caught at this Hariem 
vaude house. However, he needs 
better footwork. At that, the turn 
is an okay sight act for most vaude 
and niteries. Gilb. 





MARY LOUISE 
Songs 
8 Mins. 
Cafe Society Downtown, N. Y. 
Mary Louise, former vocalist 
with Cab Calloway, has savvy in 
delivery and can handle many 
types of tunes. Her forte appears 
to be centered around blues. In 
those numbers, feeling is more evi- 
dent, and that type of styling ap- 
pears to seep into renditions of 
other types. 
She’s a looker with charm, is 
well-gowned and makes a striking 
appearance on the floor. Jose. 


Pitt’s Ist Nitery Jock 


Pittsburgh, March 29. 








Carlone’s house orch backs the 
acts. Lary. 


Stevens H., Chi, Doubling 


Budget for Ice Revue 


Chicago, March 29. 
Merriel Abbott has doubled the 





the Stevens hotel, April 15, which 


display for the Boulevard Room. 


Hair, Wonder Wheelers, Brinkman 
Sisters, Radfern & Mapes, Boule- 
vardears and the Cavanaughs, 


Although it’s old stuff now in 
|other key cities, Pittsburgh gets 
its first night club disk jock this 
week with opening of Spotlight 
Room, new cocktail lounge on sec- 
ond floor of Jackie Heller’s Carou- 
sel. Program will originate from 
there over KDKA one hour a night, 


King, comedy scripter-actor from 


will make it the most expensive | Westinghouse station, at the mike. 


For the present, the Carousel is 


Budget, including orch, will run, bankrolling the show itself but 
about $10,000. 
| New show features Atkinson & 


| hopes to snare an outside sponsor 
_ before long. In addition to spin- 
“ning platters, King will interview 
celebs and go through the usual 


‘repertoire, , 
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FDR Memorial Theatre Won't Affect 
D. C. Move to Fix Up Belasco 





Plan for a Franklin D. Roosevelt 
memorial theatre in Washington 
will not affect efforts to secure 
Congressional passage of Rep. 
Emanuel Ceiler’s proposal for the 
Government to pay for renovation 
of the Belasco theatre there as a 
legit house. According to Louis 
M. Simon, Actors Equity executive- 
secretary, the union regards the 
Belasco project as temporary, 
while the Roosevelt memorial idea 
would necessarily take several 
years to complete. 

Indications from Congressional 
sources in Washington are that the 
Celler resolution may have a 
ehance during the current session. 


There’s also hope that the pro-| 


posed $1,000,000 rider to the Ad- 
ministration’s $100,000,000 educa- 


tion bill may also be accepted. | 


However, the general belief is that 
the Javits-Ives bill calling for the 
formation of a national theatre has 
little chance. 

If the Celler measure is adopted, 
the Belasco theatre might be ready 
for use as a legit house by early 
fall. Under the proposed 
terms the Government would lease 
it for a term of five years. After 
that it would probably revert to 
the Treasury, which plans to re- 
place it with a modern office build- 
ing. 

The Roosevelt memorial theatre 
idea, originally suggested by Leo- 

old Lever, of the New York Univ. 
aculty, was enthusiastically en- 
dorsed at the quarterly meeting 
Friday (25) of Equity, and steps 
to carry it out will be considered 
immediately by the union’s coun- 
cil. Present intention is to form 
a national committee, for which 
President Truman will be sought 
as honorary chairman and Con- 
gressional leaders of both parties 
as members, to raise funds. Idea 
is to limit contributions to $1, with 
unions and other organizations as- 
sisting in the drive. 

It’s figured that $3,000,000 or 
more may be raised in this fashion, 
over a period of a year or so. After 
that the committee will probably 
have an architectural competition 
for plans, fglowing which actual 


Adler’s British Revue 


Hollywood, March 29. 

Larry Adler leaves next week 
for England to star in “Tune pg 
new revue being whipped together 
by Hyman Zahl for an April 18 
opening in Birmingham. It will 
tour the British provinces before 
essaying a London stand. 
| Adler will be surrounded by | 
| standard British turns. Harmonicist 
‘has an eight-week guarantee. 


| 


Commons Moves Nearer 








Who’s Got Margaret? 
Columbus, March 29. 

Two musical organizations 

here have been bargaining fu- 





riously to sign Margaret Tru- 
man for an extra concert next 
“season and the negotiations 
got so involved that Samuel 
T. Wilson, Dispatch music 
critic, led off an article on the 
mixup with “Who’s got Mar- 
garet Truman?” 

Women’s Music Club throught 
it had lost the battle for her 
services when Miss Truman’s 
New York management wired 
the club that “other arrange- 
ments” had been made for her 


lumbus Philharmonic, which 
also had been trying to sign 
the White House soprano, be- 
gan to look like the winner. 
However, communications are 
either very bad or snarled 
completely between N. Y. and 
here, for L. A. Pixley, presi- 





Censorship Repeal Via | 


| 


Bill of Edward Percy 


London, March 29. | 
| House of Commons last week | 
took another step toward abolish- 
|ing censorship of stage plays by 
\the Lord Chamberlain and impose 
'the same conditions now applica- 


| ble to “other forms of literature.” | 
'One of the provisions of the new) 
setup would be a $200 fine of a 
‘theatre manager who “knowingly 
| stages a play” containing a char- 
-acter depicting a living person or | 
'one who died within the preced- | 
\ing 10 years. 
| Debate on the measure brought | 
some lively exchanges between its | 
| proponents and the government. | 
|k. P. Smith, a playwright under| 
‘the name of Edward Percy (co-' 
| author of “Ladies in Retirement”), 
‘is sponsor of the repeal bill. He! 
| was supported by Benn W. Levy, 
/another author-M.P. Mentioning| 


|such names as George Bernard | 


‘Shaw and Nell Gwynne, they 
|argued that censorship by the 
| Lord Chamberlain is anomalous 


|and anachronistic, and that it pro-| 


'tects the public not from impro- 
'priety but from the impact of 
| ideas. 

| The house voted 76 to 37 to give 
‘the bill a second reading. 


RUTH HUSSEY TO FILL IN 
FOR CARROLL IN ‘FANCY’ 





construction would be started. At | 


that rate, the theatre might not be | 


ready for operation for three or 
four years. By that time the deal 
for the Belasco theatre in Wash- 


ington would be about concluded. | I a 
| on the Coast by Michael Kanin, co- | 





D. C. Agitation 
Washington, March 29. 
Some slim hope that the old 
Belasco theatre might be restored 
for legit has grown up here as the 
result of a meeting last week to 
bring live theatre back to D.C. A 
committee of 20 was chosen to agi- 


tate among members of Congress | 


and to try to whoop up Washing- 
ton sentiment for bringing plays 
back alive. 


Specifically, the committee will 


work for the resolution which has | 
been introduced in the House by 
Rep. Emanuel Celler (D., N.Y.). | 


This resolution would have the 
Government restore the old Belas- 
co and turn it over to private 
management. 
property and plans to demolish it 
and erect an annex to the main 


Treasury building. Under the Cel- | 


ler proposal, the Government 


would have to put up about $250,- | 


0 to restore the house, and the 

reasury would be unable to build 
its annex. Hence, the prospects 
are not considered better than 
longshot. 


Committee ndmed at the meet- 
ing last week includes show biz 
figures, drama critics, some people 

rominent in civic activities, ete. 

hairman is Melvin Hildreth, lo- 
al attorney, Democratic National 
Gominitteeman for the District of 

Olumbia, who was overall chair- 
) se of the President Truman In- 

ugural Committee. 





Neighborhood’s Summer 


” ee Playhouse 


e Theatre, of which |, 


l a t 
rnald Oenslager is president, will 
ive ther summer session this 


ear, July 11 through Aug. 20. 
oupee isn’t open to beginners, and 
at actors or directors in 

eo , community and little the- 


1 wi present Kenyon 
n’s “June Night” on April 
» and 8, 


Treasury owns the | 


Ruth Hussey will take over the 
| star part in “Goodbye, My Fancy,” 
| at the Fulton, N. Y., during Madel- 
| eine Carroll’s vacation this sum- 
mer. She was signed Monday (28) 
| producer of the comedy with Rich- 
| ard Aldrich and Richard Myers. It 
| will be the actress’ first Broadway 
| appearance since “State of the 
| Union,” in which she costarred 
| with Ralph Bellamy. 

| Miss Carroll will vacate the play 
after the performance of June 18 
/ and, after a vacation in England 


in mid-September, probably start- 
ing a road stand in Boston. She’s 
under contract through January, 
| and may remain for the balance of 
next season. . 


Dramatists Guild Off 





to a promising start with its legit 
investment pool. It has a $1,500 
piece, representing 1%, of “De- 
| tective Story,” new Sidney Kings- 
ley play which is an apparent 
smash at the Hudson, N. Y. Its 
second venture is a $4,500 slice 
(also 1%) of “South Pacific,” the 
highly-regarded musical by Rich- 
ard Rodgers and Oscar Hammer- 
stein, 2d, due April 7 at the Ma- 
jestic. Third investment, of un- 
determined amount as yet, will be 
in “Miss Liberty,” the Robert E. 
Sherwood-Irving Berlin musical 
slated for a July premiere. 
Investments for the Guild pool 
are selected by a committee. the 
members of which are remaining 


anonymous so they can avoid re- | 


sentment of fellow-authors whose 
shows they decide not to recom- 
mend for backing. 





Defer Salt Lake Aud 
Se't Lake City, March 29. 

The ‘ong-deferred construction 
of a civ * auditorium. badly needed 
for theairical and concert use, was 
again put off indefinitely. 

T. T. Taylor, head of the group 
agitating for the project, withdrew 
his plea for the building in favor 
of a necessary water-purification 
‘plant, 


| Allentown, 
| Harry Fields will be production 


and on the Continent, will return | 


To OK Start as Angel 


Dramatists Guild has gotten off | 


dent of the Philharmonic, 
claims he hasn’t been in- 
formed of any decision as yet. 

“Margaret, Margaret, who’s 
got Margaret?” intoned Wil- 
son. 


Linder Leasing 
Deer Lake Spot: 
Other Strawhats 


Deer Lake, Pa., March 29. 
Jack Linder, N. Y., indie vaude 
booker and occasional legit prodte 
cer, has signed a three-year lease 








on summer theatre here for a sea- | 


son to tee off May 30. Associated 
with Linder will be Manny Davis, 
Pa., theatre owner. 


| manager. 

| Linder will install an Equity 
company and employ a guest star 
policy for the 12-week season. He 

_also plans to preview his revival ot 

/“The Auctioneer,’ former David 

| Warfield starrer, with filmster 


| cepted by the Times, Herald Tribune and Mirror. 


|Akim Tamiroff in title role, during | 


the season prior to Broadway pro- 
duction. 

| Linder and Davis are angling for 
| several other houses in the Pennsy 
|and New Jersey areas with the 


|idea of setting up a circuit of ro- | 


| tary stock. The legit ventures are 
| extra curricular for Linder, who 
will still maintain his vaude book- 
ing office in N. Y. 





Terrell’s Strawhat 


New Hope, Pa., March 29. 
New summer theatre, under can- 
vas, Offering arena-style produc- 
tion of musicals, will be opened 
| June 25 at Lambertville, N. J., 
‘across the Delaware river from 
here, by St. John Terrell. Schedule 


‘play, “The Sky Is Falling,” again contains characters more 5 
| identifiable as the author-director and his actress-playwright wife Ruth 
' Gordon. / 
‘show is presented next fall, is said to resemble Eleanor (“Cissy”) Pat. 


Inside Stuf—Legt 


According to those who have read the script, the new Garson Kanin 


r less 
Star part, which may be played by Ruth Chatterton when the 


terson, late owner of the Washington Times-Herald. The roles said to 
represent Kanin and Miss Gordon are subordinate. 

In Kanin’s recent “The Smile of the World,” the part of the Su. 
preme Court justice’s wife was generally figured to have represented 


| Miss Gordon, while the liberal young law clerk was identified as the 
| author. 
title role (which she played) was figured based to some extent 
_actress’ own life, with the devoted young playwright patterned some. 
_what after Kanin, the critic fairly closely resembling the late Alexander 
| Woollcott and other characters identifiable as real people involved jp 
first appearance here. The Co- | her career. 


In Miss .Gordon’s “The Leading Lady” earlier this season, the 
On the 


Miss Gordon’s “Years Ago” was admittedly a dramatization of the 


_authoress’ actual girlhood, and her “Over 21” was obviously based at 
'least in major part on hers and Kanin’s wartime experiences. 


In 
case of Kanlin’s still-current “Born Yesterday,” at the Miller, N. y,, the 


analogy is seen as slight, but still apparent, with the author as the 


| liberal mag writer and Miss Gordon as the far-from-dumb girl. 





N. Y. Legislature will adjourn, probably today (Wed.), with the Me. 


Gowan bill for the identification of “obstructed or partial view” re. 


| served seat tickets in theatres and other places of amusement, enter- 
| tainment and recreation, embalmed in the Senate General Laws com. 
mittee. The measure, sponsored by Assemblyman Francis X. McGowan 


Manhattan Democrat, passed the Lower House. However, the office of 


| Sen. George H. Pierce, chairman of the General Laws committee jn 


that chamber, indicated over the weekend that it would not be reported 
favorably. 

League of New York Theatres and the Metropolitan Motion Picture 
Theatre Ass'n were among those who voiced objection to the bill, 
Orrin Judd, representing the MMPTA, talked with Assemblyman Mc. 
Gowan and with Senator Pierce about it, giving reasons enactment was 
not desirable. The proposal would affect the sale of seats to an ob- 
structed or partial view of “stage, screen, ring or arena.” It might 
have hit Madison Square Garden, among others. “Partial or obstructed 
view” would have to be stamped across the face of tickets to such seats, 





Ralph Bellamy, the title player in “Detective Story,” at the Hudson 
theatre, N. Y., received extensive technical coaching on his character. 
ization from a New York city detective. Actor spent several months with 
the sleuth, going on assignments with him at all hours and, on several 
occasions, even sleeping at the latter’s apartment. The detective 
named Mac Hochman, has lent Bellamy his billy as a prop in the play, 

Horace MacMahon, the lieutenant of detectives in the show, is mak- 
ing a drastic switch in the part, having played various sorts of hood- 
lums in more than 60 Hollywood films. He explains that the principal 
change in characterization for the law enforcement role is in having his 
hat brim turned up, whereas he always wore it turned down when he 
portrayed thugs. 





Stunt display ad in this. week’s New York dailies for “The Big Knife,” 
at the National, N. Y., was turned down by the N. Y. News, but ac- 
No explanation was 
offered by the News for nixing the copy, but apparently it was because 
the text of the ad was all run together, without capital letters, punctua- 
tion or spacing’ between the words. Copy couldn’t be edited, as it was 
in mat form. 

Referring to a gag line in the show, the text (in edited form) read, 
“If you want to see what a woman with six martinis in her can do toa 
oer ae career, don’t miss John Garfield in ‘The Big Knife,’ at the 

ational.” 





John Chapman, drama critic of the N. Y. Daily News, has recently 
increased his habit of dropping in for periodic visits to current shows 
and doing what amounts to followup pieces on them for the paper's 


| daily or Sunday editions. In referring to “‘Where’s Charley?” last Sun- 


‘calls for presentation of 11 shows, | 


'with Wilbur Evans and Susanna 
Foster thus far set as stars. Spot 
will be called the Lambertville 
Music Circus. 

| Terrell was the founder and first 
|season manager of the 
County playhouse here. 
director of his tent theatre pro- 
ductions will be Robert Zeller. 





Putnam Playhouse Starts July 5 


Mahopac, N. Y., March 29. 

The Putnam county playhouse 
announces its forthcoming second 
season of critics’ choices, a straw- 
hat season of nine plays, to open 
July 5. 

The management has set up a 
roduction service, with offices in 

anhattan, whereby members of 
the group may be employed during 
the winter as well as the summer. 





Bowling Green Strawhat 


Bowling Green, O., March 29. 
| Bowling Green State Univ. is 
planning to operate a_ strawhat 
theatre June 13-August 14 at 
Huron, O., on the shore of Lake 
Erie, under direction of Prof. 
Frederick G. Walsh, associate di- 
rector of the University Theatre. 





New N.Y. State Bldg. Code 

Albany, March 29. 
_ The new State Standard Build- 
ing Code for Places of Public 
Assembly, which becomes effective 
, May 1 in all sections of the state 
outside New York City, fixes mini- 
mum requirements for summer 
theatres. These are defined as: 
“Theatres having a season not ex- 
ceeding 12 weeks in duration and 
— capacity does not exceed 


Unlike other structures covered 
by the code, summer*theatres now 
| in existence as well as those which 


Bucks | 
Musical 


day (27) he made a “confession” that he had failed to do the musical 
justice in his original review. Incidentally, Brooks Atkinson used his 
last Sunday column to give a rave followup to “Life with Mother,” 
which he recently revisited and some of the other critics occasionally 
do repeat pieces on current shows. Broadway showmen believe it would 
help legit if other critics did more such followups. 





Milton Baron, who for months has been prepping a revival of the 
hit George M. Cohan legiter, “45 Minutes From Broadway,” holds not 
only exclusive rights to the stage version, but to a film version, if any 
is to be made. That was made clear last week in a letter to Baron from 
Paul O’Brien, of O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery & Lawler, counsel for the 
Cohan estate. 

Letter was sent by O’Brien at Baron’s request to clear up varied 
press reports of plans by a number of people to do film and legit 
versions of “Broadway.” Baron said these reports have been causing 
him to do “considerable and unnecessary explaining.” 





Patricia Burke, British actress who was denied a visa to attend last 
weekend s cultural peace conference at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., re- 
ceived page one publicity in London, with her picture, by the follow- 
ing statement: ‘When I applied for my U. S. visa a month ago I knew 
nothing about the peace conference. I just wanted to see two shows. 
Then someone asked if I would like to attend the congress. I accepted 
at once because I am a fervent believer in peace. But I am not @ 
Communist. I have never been a member of the party.” 





“Cafe Crown,” currently playing at the El Patio, Los Angeles, re- 
ceived unanimously good notices, to start talk of taking it back for an- 
other New York showing. In the leads are Eduard Franz, Hugo Haas, 
Patricia Englund and Clarke Gordon. H. S. (Hy) Kraft, “Crown's” 
author, is reported dickering for a film sale and a video production. 

Crown” preemed in New York Jan. 28, ’42. ’ 








may be converted or built are|ter, Conn., this summer, with 
affected. For picture houses, le- | Richard Hughes as scene designer 
gitimate theatres and the like, | and W. F. Holcombe as production 
there is a two-year period of grace manager . Guy Palmerton wil 
where a certificate of compliance open his Worcester (Mass.) play- 
is already held, and even at the house May 27 for a 15-week season 
expiration of that, only limited and the Lake Whalom playhouse, 
changes will be required. Fitchburg, on “June 20...“Joho 

Loves Mary” will be the opening 

bill at the Hilltop theatre, at Emer 

/son Farms, Green Spring Valley, 
its near Baltimore, the week of ne 
strawhat season with “Present |... Contrary to reports, Robert : 
Laughter,” April 19. Producer Cutler’s County theatre, Suffer, 
Robert Daggett anticipates a 26-!N. Y., is still available for lease--- 
week season as compared to 23 The Summer Stock Managers Ass. 
weeks last summer. will hold its annual spring meeting 
Company plans to put on, in ad- April 20 at the Astor hotel, N. ¥.. A 
dition to the usual stock, three Helen Hayes will try out the neW 





Westboro’s April 19 Opening 
Westboro, Mass., March 29. 
Red Barn theatre opens 





new plays and several musicals. William McCleery play, a 
| Housekeeping,” in several stray 
Strawhat Notes hats before bringing it to Broa 


Leon Michel will operate the way in the fall under Theatre 


Nutmeg playhouse, Brookfield Cen- Guild sponsorship. 
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Wright-Built Theatre 
Planned for Hartford 
Suburb at Cost of 1506 


Plays Out of Town 


The Traitor Magnolia Alley 
Princeton, N. J., March 25. New Haven, March 24. 
Jed Harris production of drama in two Lester Cutler production of comedy in 
_ (four ror oy ag neds tans three acts (five scenes), by George Batson. | Hartford, March 29. 
ee Tracy an alter Hampden; — Features essie oyce andis, ackie : : 
Wesley Addy, Richard Deer, Louise Platt Cooper, Bibi Osterwald, Anne Jackson, Despite approval by the Zoning 
and ig > Wongres. Staged by pete Julie Rertie. | Craaee 7 Cari Shain. | a Board of Appeals of neighboring 
setting, Raymond Sovey; cos , ting, war zilbert; costumes, y : : 
Fretwell Ill. Opened at McCarter thea-| Kent. Opened at Shubert, New Haven, Farmingte.. for the construction 
tre, Princeton, N.J., March 25, ’49; $3.60 March 22, ’49; $3.60 top. of a theatre designed by Frank 








Plays Abroad 


mother. Joy Parker, who has no 


Adventure Story 
London, March 19. 


| H. M. Tennant presentation of drama 
| in two acts (11 scenes) by Terence Rat- | 
‘tigan. Directed by Peter Glenville. Music tongue. 





lines to speak, but giggles and 
screams at appropriate moments 
is delightful as the bride of alien 
by Benjamin Frankel; d by G d sleet adie rot tle 
| by Benjamin Frankel; decor by eorges roun excellent male performa 
Bec eee At St. James, London, March | j, Noel Willman as the King os 
| AlomANGOr......3scccecveees Paul Scofield | Persia who epitomizes courage and 
Darius... ...esceeecceccess Noel Willman | fallen majesty. 











; eee, Se gsc ness anne Julie Harris | : ; saat -Davies | 
Pret. Tobias Emanuel..Walter Hampden fous Beaumont ....Jessie Royce Landis |Lloyd Wright, expectations . — Setper + Oem Fae see] Secret _ Play has many dramatic high. 
ane Bailey.........++++.-+: gy o Platt Andy Hamill ........++--- Jackie Cooper the decision will be appeaied 1M princess Statira............. June Rodney lights and moves smoothly throy h 
plargaret ray eee a suae kaa Maybelle see eeeeweeeeeees ieee ‘the state courts. The experimen- | Philotas Sr ehuie sa kbbone ta Robert Flemyng its successive scenes until the oni 
coseees 3 cecbé os bepedeeesbes A iC ce hand babeee aetess CE rou A / - 
va McKeon...........+++- Jean Hagen Meediiey so. hae ce as Hildy Parks tal theatre designed by the noted | Hephaestion eet 2 hel he Julian Dallas; 10g scene with which it opened 
ieutenant Henderson... .- Richard Dek | Miss Eels ...+.s+++0+ - ++ Frances Bavier | architect will seat 1,000 persons. | Ptolemy..............:Raymond Westwell | showing the different chieftains |. 
Mr. Fislinger....-.-.+++: same ee Tracy | Nita... .seeeeeee eseeess Anne Jackson Paton Pri ne of the promo- | Bessus.......+seeeeeeess- William Devlin | ing past the stri ken 1 S fil- 
Captain Gallagher ........ . Lee Frees are CAPD oars cise vesiece Brad Dexter aton Price, o pre | Parmenion....ccccccces: Nicholas Hannen | &P stricken leader takin 
eynolds ..._....William Thunhurst, Jr. | Colonel Stacey ...+.+++ee+: Fred Stewart ‘ters of the new theatre, listed Roxana ......occcceccceuess Joy Parker @ last farewell. Clem 
Chief Mate Wilson...... Maurice Manson | The Doctor.......+.s.++:+ Don Kennedy th f th house. which | Perdicas::.:::: ee Antony Baird ° 
Lieutenant Smith........ James Davidson wr Albus.........:. Douglas Rutherford ree uses for #2 : MEER. 655 oaekbaanetean Marne Maitland 
Plammemizes .....+.+++: es tiskely 'will cost in the neighborhood of pythia 00000000000". Veronica Turleigh Latin Quarter 
First Malan ttt... Larry Sherman This bit of theatrical horticulture | $150,000. The first is for a resi- London. Marc 
ge ~ eebnednscasenn est Dreyfuss will find its attack on the Big Stem dent company in summer and a Chief interest in this play will! pom Arnold and Emile spyhag 22. 
A Man........ceveceeess John Wengraf no bed of roses. Whether this par-| repertory company operating about be the West End starring debut of | tation of new revue in 8 "gente a 


Se SM ashe tee*>* ticular “Magnolia” turns out to be 


a flower that blooms or bloomers 
in the spring will depend on how 
it is nursed from this point on. 
Central character is a southern 
. , , US. scientist femme who constantly imbibes : Ne "a | 
rll sy Rnd» wrggg B enche believ- | juleps but who is equally con- Formerly a director of the Can-| 


y dellev- stantly running out of mint. That| ton Show Shop, strawhatter, at| 
ing there will be no atomic war if SA0t'y, Tt summarizes the play | nearby Canton, Price is associated 


i just - 

er meng eg yet ts S. has the | itself. Despite constant threats of | with Salvatore Capuano, local con- 
important discovery over to the appreciable entertainment, script) tractor; Kirk Dougias of Holly-| 
Kremlin. However, when con- regularly runs out of real sub-| wood, Morgan O’Brien James of | 
fronted by Naval Intelligence of-| Stance and lacks a major ingre-| New York, and others. He said the | 
ficers, he has a change of heart,| dient to give it hit proportions.| company is being capitalized at| 
and rectifies his error at the price This leaves it an “in-betweener” | $950,000, with its stock being of- 
of his life. —not weak enough to pan, not) fered locally. In the event of a 

Addy turns in a fine performance WOW enough to praise—and the | .atpack in Farmington, theatre will 
as the sensitive, brilliant young 80ing is pretty difficult on Broad-| 1, jocated some place in the Hart-| 
scientist whose ideals transform | Way these days for in-betweeners. | ¢)4 5. Wesi Hartford area. 
him into a traitor. Walter Hamp- Magnolia” is a new field for 
den, as usual, scores heavily in his er auel daen te pas cut ; 0 
sympathetic portrayal of Professor st J Bint Pe ; 1 
Tobias Emanuel, the younger man’s Shain. As an initial effort, it’s a Twin Opera Bill to pen 
longtime friend. Louise Platt is Commendable try. Having previ-| (Charlotte ’49-’50 Season 
well cast as the traitor’s fiancee. 0USly written “Ramshackle Inn,” | Charlotte, March 29 
Richard Derr’s interpretation of | S¢cripter George Batson offers his | aig 
the young Naval Intelligence offi- /number two entry as a piece that Two operas, Mascagni’s “Caval- 
cer also clicks, while the nifty per- | Presents some interesting charac- | leria Rusticana” and Leoncavallo’s | 
formance of Lee Tracy, as Captain | terizations, good lines, and divert-| “Pagliacci,” will epen next year’s | 
Gallagher, USN, is the show’s|ing situations, with a couple of season for the Charlotte Com- 


10 weeks in the winter. Another 
is as a home for touring legit and 
musical companies. A third use 
'was for local groups who wanted | 





“The Traitor,” despite a good 
east, adds up to being a red scare 
and weak theatrical fare. 


Stodgy espionage plot finds Wes- to hire a hall. 





|ence Rattigan. Combination of au-| Garr: 


|tious career as a conqueror. His 


Paul Scofield, who made a name | scenes “—, one , Magee. by Robert 
for ims ‘ rot. | 5 . AYPIC an music by Jac 
for himself last year at the Strat | Golden, Michael Treford, Rene ayia 
ford Memorial Theatre. It is also} Peter Myers, Harry Jacobson, John Rox’ 


the most ambitious work of Ter-| Michael Carr, Alan Melville, Phil Park: 
| Harry Parr Davis, Leo Corday, Leon 


thor and star leaves nothing to be | Davis, qranees SS Bebrer denen ieee 
desired, with supporting cast bril-| hr . ee te Shore, 
liant, enhanced by impeccable pro-| Fisa and Waldo, Andre. yy 
duction. Its local chances are more | Bonnie. At London Casino, March 19, ’49, 
than even, despite current slump, 
and dramatic, forceful story should 
appeal to lovers of history any- | of the first-night audience is, how- 
where. ever, an undoubted hit—a sure 
As Alexander the Great lies dy-| moneymaker for Tom Arnold and 
ing of a fever at the age of 32, his Emile Littler. On the second night, 
career is given as a flashback sup-| after another rehearsal, which it 
posedly going through his mind _/ badly needed, show was gobbled up 
looking back on his stormy, ambi- | by capacity audience, with advance 
bookings already well ahead for 
triumphant trail of victories is fol-| three months from now. 
lowed through Babylon to Parthia| Bartira fronts the opening scene 





Revue that was booed by several 


'until he makes himself master of | with some shimmy shaking to mod- 


the world, to refute his father’s | erate returns, with audience mostly 
contemptuous attitude to him. With! interested in the nudes_ back. 


'his growing power, his character ground. Jack Durant, who follows 


undergoes a metamorphosis, emerg-| with practically same material he 
ing from a kindly, chivalrous war- | has been doing here for years, gets 
rior to a vainglorious dictator who | away to good returns. But first to 
rides roughshod over all who get! sock’em is Elsa and Waldo, just 
in his path—even his closest; back from Lou Walters’ Latin 


lifesaver. 
Settings, lighting and costume 
are okay. Though the first scene in 
the first act is very slow, action 
picks ‘up considerably with the 
appearance of Tracy and continues 
at a good pace throughout the per- 
formance. Hollywood chances are 
slim. Shane. 


Richard Korn and H. Arthur | 
Brown will split the conducting | 
chores of the eight summer pop | 
concerts in New Orleans this sea- | 
son, beginning June 7. 
een ie aren ra 


| bleach-blonde , 
|nothing but interest in males — son was given Wednesday (23) by 
| professionally. Her daughter, who| the Philharmonic Piano Quartet. | and pathos in her portrayal of the | jazzing it up. 


/unexpected plot twists thrown in. munity Concert Assn., according to friends. Scofield makes full play of | Quarter, who played here at the 


adie tines teen tae eben prez David Ovens. The operas, the varying shades of this complex | Palladium last year. Terrific back- 
tai femme tippler who operates presented by the Chas. L. Wagner | character and arouses sympathy for bends by male partner and femme’s 
: rooming house. She has a re.| C9» Will be given in October, and the tormented soul driven on, se- | intricate toework, all the time pre- 
ligiously daft housemaid who has_ Will form: the first of five programs oT ae pra Si invincibility, to ful- ter ' pinta _ -~ 
7 : ~ to be offered. Ss stiny. | ma somewha ough for 

no interest . Pm oh ye Final concert of this year’s sea- _ GWen Ffrangcon-Davies, making Frances Day, who follows. Her first 
igi a return to the London stage after | offering, “When You Are in Love,” 

some years abroad, conveys dignity | proves fair and improves on her 


married a one-time champ scrap-, Ward French, president of Com-|,,: sae : : “Dar + 1 m3 
; ; : | widow of the Persian king slain by | Parlez Moi D’Amour,” is first 
per, Teen "tae ‘os wres- | munity. Concerts, was Ovens’ guest his followers after defeat in battle. | skit to raise laugh. Done by Miss 
, pe at the final concert, and praised | Alexander exhibits a tender pity | Day, as Josephine, and Durant, as 











on Laura’s hands. There's an/the 18 years work of the Charlotte | towards her and she fills the place | Napoleon, with plenty of rough 
Continued on page 52) group and its president. in his heart due to his own absent Continued on page 52) 
————— 

















My thanks ta: 


THE THEATRE GUILD, 


MESSRS. RICHARD RODGERS, OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN II 


and their management personnel, for a most 
pleasant engagement in New York City, and 


on tour with “ALLEGRO”, 1947-1948-1949, 


Annamary Dickey 


M. C, A. 
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~~ Total Broadway Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VaRiety’s 


‘Cheek’ Sellout $6,700; 
‘Crown’ Bright 856, L.A. 


Los Angeles, March 29. 





poroffice estimates, for last week and the corresponding week of 
last season: 


This Last 
Season 
f shows current ............ eveeenesecs OF 28 
eer weeks played so far by all shows............ 987 1,075 
Total gross for all current shows last week $622,700 670,000 


Total season’s gross SO far for all shows... .$23,582,200 $23,352,500 


Number of new productions so ne a teeats sbieet 57 55 —* of the French hit _, 





———— 
(hi B.0. in Upward Trend But Show 


Activity Is Lowest in 3 Seasons 


'scale basis this week as two new- 


Season five houses alight. The Lunts in “I 


Chicago, March 29. + 
i vy two legit offerings left 
ee cavity is thinnest regis- 
tered here in past three seasons. 
past summers found most houses 
shuttered, but present Spring | lay- 
“Mister Roberts” and ‘“Fin- 
jan’s Rainbow” hits a new low, 
from standpoint of companies in 
town. However, upward trend As 
definitely noticeable in b.o. re- 
turns. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Desert Song,” Blackstone (3d 
week) (1,358; $4.40-$3.80). Closed 
Saturday (26) with healthy play in 
last week. Stout $24,000. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” Shubert (8th 
week) (2,100; $4.94). Up over last 
week with fine $37,600. 

“Mister Roberts,” Erlanger (28th 
week) (1,334; $4.33). Healthy pace, 
with increase registering excellent 
$28,500. 


BRIG GARNERS $34,900 
FOR 2D WEEK, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, March 29. 


“Brigadoon” nabbed $34,900 in| 
second week at Hanna at $4.95 top, | 
totaling $68,000 for the 13-day run. | 
First stanza caught $31,100. inl 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” with 
Uta Hagen, is current offering, 
also set for two weeks. 


Heiress’ Light $12,400 


| 


In Buffalo-Roch. Week 


Rochester, N. Y., March 29. 

“The Heiress” had a light week 
between Buffalo and here ending 
Saturday night (26), getting a/| 
total of $12,400 for eight perform- 
ances. Drama got nearly $7,700 in | 
five performances Monday-through- 
Thursday (21-24) at the Erlanger, | 
Buffalo, and added $4,700 in three 
showings Friday and Saturday | 
(25-26) at the local Auditorium. | 

Basil Rathbone starrer opened 
last night (28) for a three-week 
stand at the Colonial, Boston, 
which will wind up its tour. 








| 
‘Magnolia Alley’ Light | 





lotte (1-2); Nat'l, Greensboro (4-5); | 
$4,000 in 4, New Haven | a age aia (6-7); State, Ra- themselves, who are prevented by 
eigh (8-9). 


New Haven, March 29. 

Preem of “Magnolia Alley” | 
failed to catch on substantially and 
drew only a light gross. At $3.60 | 
top, Shubert stand of four per-| 
formances (24-26) pulled a low | 
gure, estimated at just under $4,- 


“Medea” is next legit attraction, | 
due April 7-9. ’ 





‘Harvey’ 176, Cincy we 


Cincinnati, March 29. | 





Ballet Russe Terrif 386 
In Split Week Stands 


Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, in 
its first week on tour following its 
month’s New York engagement, 


Troupe opened Monday (21) in 
Hartford with the surefire “ham ’n’ | 
eggs” repertoire of “Swan Lake,” | 
“Scheherazade” and “Nutcracker,” | 
and grossed $7,614.50. Tuesday | 
night (22) gross, also in Hartford, | 
with a different bill, was $5,978. 

In Schenectady, Wednesday (23), | 
troupe grossed about $5,000. There | 
was no performance Thursday. In 
Syracuse Friday (25), SRO gross 
was $4,100. Troupe was booked 
for Saturday night (26) and Sun- 
day matinee in Cleveland, and ad- 
vance sales caused an added book- 
ing Sunday night, for gross of, 
over $16,000 on the three dates. 





~ Current Road Shows 


(March 28-April 9). 

“Allegro” — Lyceum, Mpls. (28- 
2); Davidson, Mil. (4-9). 

“Annie Get Your Gun”’—Tower, 
Atlanta (28-2); Aud., Savannah (4- 
5); Aud., Columbia (6-7); Aud., Au- 
gusta (8-9). 

“Blackouts of 1949”—El Capitan, 
L. A. (28-9). 

“Born Yesterday” — LaCrosse, 
LaCrosse (31); Aud., St. Paul (1,- 
2); Lyceum, Mpls. (3-6); Parkway, 


| Madison (8-9). 


“Brigadoon” — Royal Alex., Tor. 
(28-2); Aud., Roch. (4-9). 


“Cat and Canary” — Forrest, 
Philly (4-9). 

“Favorite Stranger’ — Nixon, 
Pitt. (28-2). 


“Finian’s Rainbow” — Shubert, 
Chi (28-9). 


Local legit gets back on a full- 
‘comers give the town a total of 


Know My Love” rekindled the 
| Biltmore last night (28) and the 
_long-dark Coronet relights tomor- 
|row night (30) with the American 





Estimates for Last Week 


“Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan | 
(353d wk) (1,142; $2.40). Seldom 
any change here. Virtual capacity 


| $17,000 as usual. | 


“Cafe Crown,” El Patio (2d wk) 
(790; $3). Glittering $8,500 for first 
full week. About 80° capacity, 
great for this house. 

“Tongue in Cheek,” Las Palmas} 
(Ist wk) (388; $3.60). Absolute ca- 
pacity $6,700 for the first six per- 
performances. Opening night all 
seats (except press) at $6 contrib- 
uted record $2,016. Capacity gross 
allows. about $2,00Q@ operating 
profit. | 





Broadway B.0. Up Last Week; ‘War’ 
106, ‘Detective’ $14,300 in 4, ‘Sun’ 26, 
Charley’ Hot $37,800, ‘Mice’ $19,100 


Legit attendance was generally 


better on Broadway last week. At/| 


most shows the improvement be- 
gan Monday night (21) and con- 


The current week brings two 
openings, but thereafter the num- 
ber of incoming shows will slacken. 
There were no closings last week 
and none is thus far listed for this 
week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R. (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer 
to seating capacity and top price, 
including 20% 


|exclusive of tax. 


‘Okla! $27,500, 
Tvy 6456, Hub 


Boston, March 29. 

No legit attractions in last week 
save the Metropolitan opera. 
“South Pacific’ continues to set the 
Hub on its ear as the most fought- 
after attraction ever to hit the city. 
Plenty willing to pay upwards of 
$50 for a pair, but tickets are en- 
tirely unobtainable. 

“Ivy Green,” meantime, under- 
going a thorough rewrite here and 


| has been gaining in b.o. interest. 


| VIP’s screaming for tickets to no 


“Harvey” (Fay Co.) — Hartman, | 
Col. (28-30); Murat, Indpis, (1-2); | 


Amer., St. Louis (3-9). 


“Harvey” 
Asheville (28-30); Carolina, Char- 


“Hellzapoppin’ ’"—Geary, 
(28-9). 


“Heiress” — Colonial, Bost. (28- 


9). 

“High Button Shoes”—Amer., St. 
Louis (21-2); Music Hall, K. C. (4- 
9). 

“I Know My Love” — Biltmore, 
L. A. (28-9). 

“Inside U. S. A.’”’— Community, 
Hershey (28-2); Ford's, Balto (4-9). 
“Ivy Green”—Locust, Philly (28- 


“Magnolia Alley” — Plymouth, 


(Brown Co.) — Aud., | 


| 
| 


Frisco , current. 


| 
| 


{ 


Estimates for Last Week 

“Ivy Green,” Plymouth (2d week) 
(1,200: $3.60). Gained a little on its 
second and final week, as the show | 
began to shape up, but with a still 
unsatisfactory $6,500. 

Metropolitan Opera Co., Opera 
House (1st week) (3,000, $8.80). | 
First five performances were SRO 
which, at scale, brought in a wow 
$70,795. Final week of eight per- 
formances should exceed $117,000 
for a total take during the session 
close to $188,000. 

“Oklahoma!” Colonial (4th week) 
(1,500; $4.20). Moved out after four 
staunch weeks, taking a sock $27,- 
500 on finale of its fifth local visit. 

“South Pacific,’ Shubert (2d 
week) (1,750; $5.20). Stands as all- | 
time house record at the Shubert 
with a staggering $40,470, with 


avail. Impression conveyed last 
week that producers were lifting | 
seats was erroneous. Fact is all 
seats were bought at the b.o. by 
producers for publishers, record- 
ing personnel and N. Y. VIP’s, with 
only three pairs used by producers 


law from standing. Final week is 





‘Adam’ 86, Frisco 


San Francisco, March 29. 
“Mr. Adam,” with Robert Hutton, 
Elizabeth Fraser and Frank Albert- 
son, showed a nice $8,000 gross 
for its second and final week at | 
the Curran (1,776 seats) at $3.60. | 
Olsen and Johnson brought back | 
their ‘‘Hellzapoppin of 1949” to the , 
Geary for a three week run Friday | 





business 


| field (C-1,041; $4.80). 


(R-1,543; $4.80). Gets fair 
upstairs, particularly 
weekends; eased a trifle to $8,500. 

“Along Fifth Avenue,” Imperial 
(11th wk) (R-1,472; $6). Sagged to 
$23,500. 

“Anne of 1,000 Days,” Shubert 
(16th wk) (D-1,387; $4.80). Jumped 
about $1,600 to strong $29,600. 

“As the Girls Go,’”’ Winter Gar- 
den (19th wk) (M-1,519; $7.20). 
Hopped back to the head of the list 
with over $47,300. 

“At War With the Army,” Booth 
(3d wk) (C-712; $4.80). Improve- 
ment here was encouraging; almost 
broke even at nearly $10,000. 

“Big Knife,” National (5th wk) 

(D-1,172; $4.80). Eased a bit to 
$21,700. 
“Biggest Thief in Town,” Mans- 
Play by Dal- 
ton Trumbo, presented by Lee 
Sabinson; opens tonight (Wed.). 


“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(7th wk) (D-931; $4.80). 
conditions mean 


formances; theatre party commis- 
sions cut the take to $23,400. 

“Detective Story,” Hudson (lst 
wk) (D-1,057; $4.80). Opened 
Wednesday night (23) to smash 
b.o. notices; can better $23,000 a 
week with standees; management 
has withdrawn from-sale 40 side 
locations and boxes representing 
about $1,000 a week; first five per- 
formances drew the limit at 
$14,300. 

“Edward, My Son,” Beck (26th 
wk) (D-1,214; $4.80). Recovered a 
bit for.a hefty $25,900. 

“Goodbye, My Fancy,” 
(19th wk) (CD-966; $4.80). 
up with the field; $22,000. 

“High Button Shoes,’ Broadway 
(77th wk) (M-1,900; $6). Climbed a 
bit to over $31,300. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” Center (40th 
wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Also edged up 
with the trend; $31,000. 

“Kiss Me Kate,” Century (13th 
wk) (M-1,654; $6). With all the the- 
atre party bookings over, the 
weekly gross should stay practi- 
cally constant, based on the 
standee limit; over $47,100. 

“Lend an Ear,” Broadhurst (15th 
wk) (R-1,160; $6). Rose again to 
virtual capacity; $32,000. 

“Life With Mother,” Empire 
(23d wk) (C-1,082; $4.80). Second 
edition of the Day family . saga 
about held its own at almost $16,- 
500. 

“Light Up the Sky,” Royale (19th 


Fulton 


(Comedy); D (Drama), 


amusement tax. | 
| However, estimates are net; i.e., 


“All for Love,” Hellinger (9th) | 


racked up a terrific gross of over ‘ - 9 | 
$38,000 in split stands last week. Paci C Pe | A wk) 


General » 


nothing here, | scale used by this return visitor. 
| with the standee limit at all per- , oe 


917; $4.80). Play by Herman Wouk, 
presented by Jed Harris; opens to- 
morrow night (Thurs.). 

“Two Blind Mice,” Cort (4th wk) 


tinued all week, with the custom- (1,064; $4.80). Had four theatre 
_ary sellouts at most houses Satur- parties and receipts spurted to 
day night (26). $19,100. 


“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(20th wk) (M-1,509: $6). Publicity 
splurge about Ray Bolger’s bashed 
beezer may have needled the al- 
ready speedy pace; $37,800. 


Thief’ 126, Phila: 
USA! 33146 


Philadelphia, March 29. 


It has been a long time since 
Philly has been so acutely short 
on legit, either current or an- 
nounced, as now. Down to two 
houses this week, prospects are 
that the city will have only one 
legit offering next week and no 
more than that the week 6f April 
11. “Cat and the Canary” revival, 
due Monday (4) at the Forrest for 
two weeks, will experiment with a 
low ($2.60) scale. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“What a Guy” Forrest (1st wk) 
(1,766; $3.90). Yiddish musical with 
Menasha Skulnik opened Wednes- 
day night (23) and got an okay 
$10,000 in five performances; now 
in final week with “Cat and the 
Canary” following. 

“Biggest Theif in Town” Walnut 
(2d wk) (1,340; $3.25). Management 
decided at last minute to hold this 





| “Born Yesterday,” Miller (164th comedy tryout in for a second 
wk) (C-940; $4.80). Ebbed a bit, week; fair $12,000. ‘ 
but well over the margin at “Inside U.S.A.” Shubert (2nd 

| $11,500. wk) (1,877; $5.20). In final week, 


revue picked up to $33,500 but that 
was way under capacity at the high 





‘STREETCAR’ $30,300, 
MINE’ $14,200, DET. 


Detroit, March 29. 

“A Streetcar Named Desire” 
set a new straight play record of 
$30,300 at the Cass in final week of 
a three-week stay. Cass will re- 
main dark until “Allegro” opens 
April 11. 

“O Mistress Mine” took in $14,- 


| 200 during week’s run at Shubert- 


Moved | 





Lafayette. “Mr. Adam” will begin 
Hi Na engagement there Thursday 
(31). 


Shoes’ Okay $33,000 
In First St. Louis Week 


St. Louis, March 29. 
“High Button Shoes,” despite 
divided reviews by the crix, 
wound up its first of a two-week 





stand at the American Saturday 


| 


(26) with a good b.o. score. Eight 
performances, with the 1,700-seat 
house scaled to $4.88, grossed al- 
most $33,000. 

Frank Fay in “Harvey” follows 
the windup of “Shoes.” 


Lunts 326, K. C. 





, Harvey,” with Frank Fay bow- Bost. (28-9). 
ng on the show’s third visit here,, “Man and Superman”—Curran, 
grossed a near $17,000, plenty Frisco (28-9). 
800d, on nine performances last. “Medea” — Rajah, Reading (28); 
se in the 1,300-seat Cox theatre. Lyric, Allentown (29); Aud., Tren- 
op was $3.69. ton (30); Playhouse, Wil. (31-2); 
‘ ad shows recess Cincy until Aud., Htfd (4): Acad., North’ton (5): 
eek of April 25 when “Streetcar. Court, Spgfld. (6). 
amed Desire” bows. “Mr. Adams” — Shub.-Laf., Det. 








| (4-9). 
$ ’ 
Allegro’ $16,600, St. Paul 
“AN , St. Paul, March 29. 
at egro,” playing a short week 
the Auditorium here last week, 
cenaed $16,600 for six perform- 
—— Fact that the musical made | 
. unbroken jump from San Fran- 
Sco cost three days’ playing time. 
the Sers-Hammerstein show is at 
Week vvceum, Minneapolis, this 


ee 


¢ 
MEDEA’ $25,400, BALTO 
i e gegen March 29. 

i it a smash figure as 
jo third of five plays under. 
G ican Theatre Society-Theatre 
last subscription at Ford’s here 

Week, winding up with one of 





aapest tour figures to date at $25,- 
; “ng tlahoma!” is current, with 


€ U. S. A.” set to follow. 


“Mr. Roberts” — Erlanger, Chi 
(28-9). ° 
“Q Mistress Mine” — Mem. Hall, 


Dayton (27-28); Murat, Indpls. (29- | 


30): Aud., Bloomington (31); Mos- 
que, Peoria (1); Orpheum, Cham- 


paign (2); Orpheum, Davenport 
(4): Palace, Rockford (5); Iowa, 
Cedar Rapids (6); KRNT, Des 


Moines (7-8): Omaha, Omaha (9). 
“Oklahoma!” (No. 1 Co.)—Ford’s 


Balto (28-2); Royal Alex., Toronto 
| (4-9). 


“Oklahoma!” (No. 2 Co.) — Em- 
pire, Albany 
Bing’ton (4-5); Strand, Ithaca (6- 
7): Strand, Elmira (8-9). 


“Show Boat” — Opera House, | formances 


Newark (28-2); Court, Spgfld. (4- 
5): Aud., Wore. (6-7); Lyric, Bdgpt. 
(8-9). 


(21-2). 


“Streetcar Named _ Desire” — 


| Hanna, Cleve. (28-9). 


.(25). “Man and Superman,” with 
Maurice Evans, opened at the 
Curran Monday (28). 


Longhair Shorts 








ports of Italian operatic reper- 
toire, is joining the long-playing 
list this month, with Columbia 
Records’ aid. “La Forza del Des- 
tino” and “Rigoletto” excerpts are 
first LP issues. Next will probably 
be Mozart’s “Requiem.” ... Jen- 
nie Tourel singing three perform- 
ances of “Carmen” at Holland Fes- 
tival, in Amsterdam, in June. . 
Marie Powers, Evelyn Keller and 


-Leo Coleman, leads in the Broad- 


(28-2); Binghamton, | 


way production of “The Medium,” 
will do it again for N. Y. City 
Opera Co. presentation at City 


, Center April 7. 


| 


“us ——— | mania 
South Pacific Shubert, Bost: Lapril 4: . 


| 


Jarmila Novotna to sing six per- 


with San 
Opera Co. in the fall... 
Chujoy to lecture on 


Francisco 
. Anatole 
“Balleto- 


. Stella Roman to be 
guest star at Florence music festi- 
val, in May, in “Don Carlos.” 


| Cetra-Soria, specializing in im- | 


| wk) (C-1,035; $4.80). Inched up a 


| notch to $16,700. Kansas City, March 29. 


“Love Life,” 46th St. (25th wk) |. The Lunts, for their first time 
'(M-1,319; $6). Management began here in nine years, did smash biz 
using two-for-ones and business 1" seven piernrnec of “I Know 
responded with a jump of over $5,-| My Love” March 22-25 in the Mu- 
000 to $26,100. | sic Hall. Sock $32,000 resulted from 
| “Madwoman of Chaillot.” Belas- Complete sellout Friday night, near 
‘co (12th wk) (C-1,077; $4.80). Reg- Capacity other three eves and 
istered nice $20,900. strong matinees. 


“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (58th | A & N Presentations has “High 


| wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). 
| 


Still going 


| $35,000. 
| “Private Lives,” Plymouth (25th 
wk) (C-1,062; $4.80). Revival is 


/rolling along to hefty profits; $16,- | 


, 200. 


clean at all performances, usually | 
| with standees; up a trifle to nearly | 


Button Shoes’? next, for a week 
beginning April 4. 


‘Okla! 3326 in N. C. 


Raleigh, N. C., March 29. 
Original company of “Okla- 





| “Silver Whistle,” Biltmore (18th homa!” rang up a total gross of 


| weeks; $18,500. 
“Streetcar 
_Barrymore (69th wk) ‘(C-920; $4.80). 


Continues to draw fine attendance; 


$23,300. 
| wk) (C-299; $3). 


| “They Knew What 


(1,012; $4.80). 
/and still getting by; $11,500. 


Named Desire,” Carolina, 


“Sun and I,” New Stages (ist | 
First seven per- 
_formances, including the Sunday | 
night (20) preem, got under —— } 

ey. 
” at Carl Fischer Hall, N. Y.,| Wanted,” Music Box (6th wk) (C-° at the Metropolitan last week. 
Slight improvement 


: wk) (C-920; $4.80). Bettered recent Over $33,500 in engagements Jast 


week at the State, Winston-Salem; 
Durham, and Carolina 
ere. 


Production is playing this week 
at Ford’s, Baltimore. 


‘Born’ $17,200, Seattle 
Seattle, Mareh 29. 
“Born Yesterday” got rea! dough 





Scaled from $3.75 at this 1,500- 
seater, “Born” grossed around 


“The Traitor,” 48th Street (D- $17,200. 
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Plays on Broadway 


Detective Story 


Howard Lindsay & Russel Crouse pro- 
duction of drama in three acts by ot 


Kingsley. Stars Ralph Bellamy, \ 
j by the author; setting, 
ee, ee on Millie Suther- 


Boris Aronson; costumes, 
ined. At Hudson, N. Y., March 23, 


: , ing night). 
— Ss eS Robert Strauss 


49; 


Detective Dakis..........- r 
Shoplifter. ... . «ss sseveees Lee Grant 
Detective Gallagher.......- Edward Binns 
Mrs. Farragut........ eeeees. Jean Adair 
Joe Feinson se bane ee es Se Gilbert 
Detective Callahan,........ Patrick McV ey 
Detective O’Brien......... ‘ John Boyd 
Detective Brody......-. James Westerfield 
Mr. Sims.....-..-cevccecs Les Tremayne 
Detective McLeod........- Ralph Bellamy 
Arthur Kindred .eeeee- Warren Stevens 
Patrolman Barnes........- Earl Sydnor 
Ist Burglar. ........c0e. Joseph Wiseman 
2nd Burglar .....++e.+- Michael Strong 
Mrs. Bagatelle......... Michelette. Burani 
Dr. Schneider.......-. Harry Worth 


Horace McMahon 
Joan Copeland 
Byron C. Halstead 
: Joe Roberts 


Lt. Monoghan ere 
Susan Carmichael..... 
Patrolman Keogh..... 
Patrolman Baker 


Willy Fivasaws Carl Griscom 
Miss Hatch ..Maureen Stapleton 
Mrs. Feeney......-++++:: . Sarah Grable 
Mr. Feeney ....ce-sccceees Jim Flynn 


Archie Benson 

..Garney Wilson 
James Maloney 

Meg Mundy 


Crumb-Bum 
Mr. Gallantz 
Mr. Pritchett 


ary McLeod ee ; 
a Giacoppetti..... Alexander Scourby 
Photographer ....- Michael Lewin 
eo Se Sa Ruth Storm 
CANO... os co svcese vor John Alberts 
Mr. Bagatelle ........-- Joseph Ancona 
Indignant Citizen....... Jacqueline Paige 





Sidney Kingsley has returned to 
the documentary-melodrama form 
of “Men in White” and “Dead End” 
for his new play, “Detective Story.” 
The result is excellent theatre and 
a boxoffice smash. The show seems 
good for at least a year on Broad- 
way, plus a road company and, al- 
most certainly, a juicy picture deal. 

The Kingsley reportorial talent 
this time recreates the look and 
sound and practically the smell of 
a Manhattan police station, with its 
gallery of detectives, uniformed 
cops and rag-tag of criminals, law- 
yers, reporters and crackpots. The 
characters are vivid and lifelike, 
the dialog is tough and realistic, 
and the action is taut and progres- 
sively stirring. 

The production, staging and per- 
formance keep the multiple plot 
threads skillfully in focus. Thus, 
while the principal theme concerns 
detective Jim McLeod, whose fa- 
natical hatred of evil ultimately 
destroys him, there are numerous 
subordinate and interrelated sto- 
ries involving his wife, the other 
detectives, assorted law-breakers, a 
sleek racketeer, a clever mouth- 
piece, a philosophical police re- 
porter, and so on. 

Ralph Bellamy gives a_ strong 
performance as the ruthless an 
doomed McLeod and Meg Mundy, 
costarred with him, is believable in 
the difficult part of his wife. But 
in some cases the other characters 
are more colorful, so the support- 
ing performances seem more ef- 
fective. For instance, Horace Mc- 
Mahon is excellent as the lieuten- 
ant of detectives and James Wes- 
terfield, Robert Strauss, Edward 
Binns, Patrick McVey and John 
Boyd are notable as other gum- 
shoes. 

Similarly, ’.ce Grant is striking 
as a shoplifter from the Bronx, 
Jean Adair contributes a brilliant 
bit as a nearby resident with de- 
lusions of atomic persecution (or 


| BIG MONEY 
FOR YOU! 


*y Just Tell Property Owners 
about ZONE Heavy-Duty 


ROOF COATING 
Best money making months just starting 
ees tremendous demand everywhere for 
this sensational product. Cuts essential 
roof repair and maintenance costs up to 
75% . Every building and property owner 
our prospect. Zone Heavy Duty Coat- 
ng used by U.S. Government, Navy and 
Army and thousands of satisfied buyers 
49 here and abroad. Amazing demonstra- 
347,68749 tion gets orders easily. Only six average 
That's what orders a week om you over $190.00! Guaran- 
w.D. ae| teed 6 years. Compiete FREE Selling Outfit 
e@ includes everything you need to make bi 
. money from the start If you're over 30, THIS 
MAY BE THE BIGGEST OPPORTUNITY OF 
e@ YOUR LIFE. Write TODAY... te)l us about 
- yourse'f. Address Jack Canning, Vice Pres 


r 
tunity open FOME Company P.0.B0x789, Dept.51-C 


to new men! Fort Worth |, Texas 




































Unusual Opportunity 


for 


Summer Stock Shows 


Large Stone Barn for rent on small 
percentage basis, in Monroe, N. Y., 
40 miles Geo. W. Urdg., on beautiful 
200 acre estate and summer bungalow 
colony. For appt. to see, call TRa- 
falgar 73-9753. 














WANTED 


Information as to whereabouts 
heirs of late Langdon Mitchell 
Marion Mitchell. 


American Play Company 
522 Sth Ave. New York City 


of 
and 











|something), Lou Gilbert is fine as 
‘the reporter, Les Tremayne is 
properly forthright as the mouth- 
piece, Warren Stevens is likable as 
a young thief who gets another 
chanee, and Joan Copeland is ap- 
pealing as the girl who sticks by 
him. 

Also, Joseph Wiseman and Mi- 
chael Strong suggest the rodent- 
like qualities of degenerate crim- 
inals, Harry Worth is plausible as 
a sniveling abortionist suspect, 
Alexander Scourby is good as the 
smug racketeer, and there are nu- 
merous arresting, lesser bits. 

Kingsley’s direction not only 
keeps the various story elements 
in perspective, but paces the per- 
formance deftly up to the final, ex- 
plosive curtain. Boris Aronson’'s 
single setting projects the atmos- 
phere of a Manhattan police sta- 
tion. and the costumes of Millie 
Sutherland look as if taken from 
life 

“Detective Story” may not be a 
great play, but it is superlative en- 
tertainment. Hobe. 


19th Hole of Europe 


Experimental Theatre’s _ Invitational 
Series production of drama in three acts 
by Vivian Connell. Directed by Bill Ross. 





Scenery, Lester Polakov; costumes, For- 
rest Thayer; music, George Bassman. At 
Lenox Hill Settlement House, N. Y., 
March 26, 749. 
ian oS rer: Margaret Wycherly 
Bony ....,. Oswald Marshall 
Woman with Child...... Ida Crystal 
NE. cick ov bass shee eeeeren Bern Hoffman 
TN ss vase oe serene OES Barbara Ames 
RR rrr 7 Robert Wylie 
Mark..... gisssale Alexander March 
Ruffians.. Charles Pratt, Jr., Sam Gilman | 
Ce Sestak tk + eee Alexander Ivo 
Woman with Plague.......- Joan Bower 
Jane eh ere Rm 
Soldier. .....ccecesscesssres® Lee Marvin 
PURGCHUS, os cscsccecvesents Kurt Kaszar 
i) SRR A tree Martha Hodge 
AIPGAOR i 6 ioc cFe ew veviese toes Sam Gilman 
“The Nineteenth Hole of 


Europe” may be the sort of play 
the Experimental Theatre should 
present, but it has little interest 
'for the commercial stage. A grim 
fantasy about the breakdown of 
civilization after the next war, it 
is a wordy, repetitious and static 
drama that fails to develop its pro- 
_vocative theme or hold up as the- 
atre. Moreover, in this instance 
eit is miserably produced. 


Vivian Connell has become fair- 
ly well-known in the trade on the 
strength of this play. The script 
has been lavishly praised and has 
been under option to at least one 
Broadway management. Because 
of its subiect matter, it’s easy to 
see why “Nineteenth Hole” should 
arouse interest. But on the basis 
of its writin® there seems little 
justification for enthusiasm. Sher- 
wood’s “Idiot’s Delight” is still a 
more timely anti-war play. 

“Nineteenth Hole” is supposed 
to take place some time in the fu- 
ture, when war and_ pestilence 
have turned Europe into a plague- 
house forcibly quarantined by the 
rest of the world. The few remain- 
ing inhabitants fight off hordes of 
rats and bolster their nerve. by 
swilling rot-gut booze. The char- 
acters are the obvious assortment: 
that is, an ex-king and queen, a 
regal nurse, a former nobleman, a 
“businessman” moonshiner, a rov- 
ing ex-soldier, a strumpet, a 
pacifist, the inevitable girl who 
only vaguely remembers the old 
world, ete. 

Although the pacifist apparently 
represents the author’s thesis that 
reason must ultimately replace 
war, even he presently resorts to 
violence to maintain some sort of 
decency and justice. Otherwise, 
the play seems little more than an 
attenuated series of monologs about 
life and death. religion, politics, 
morality, ribaldry. It lacks move- 
ment or drama. 

Under Bill Ross’s slack direction 
the performance is an ordeal. It 
has little variation, tempo or con- 
viction and, except for sporadic 
outbursts of vehemence, the actors 
merely stand about and intone the 
pretentiously brutal or philosoph- 
ical dialog. Only Bern Hoffman. 


as the evil booze peddler; Alexan- | 


der Ivo, as the ex-nobleman: Kurt 
Kasznar, as a priest, and Martha 
Hodge, as the strumpet. achieve a 
degree of credibility. And Lester 
Polakov’s scenery has reasonable 
atmosphere considering the meagre 
budget. 

Since “Nineteenth Hole” aroused 
so much discussion it’s probably 
Just as well the Experimental The- 
atre has produced it. But that 
should end the play for anyone but 
the artiest little theatre groups. 





Hobe. 
Larry Douglas succeeded Dick 
Smart in “All for Love,” at the 


Hellinger, N. Y.. The Lambs will 
hold their 75th anniversary Gam- 
bol April 23 at the Astor hotel. 
N. Y Richard Rodgers and Os- 
car Hammerstein, 2d, have already 


turned down 400 first-night appli-| 


cations for their “South Pacific,” 
which preems April 7 at the Majes- 
ne, N. ¥. 











Continued from page 50 jana 


Magnolia Alley 





adopted daughter, in love with the | 


pug, but who doesn’t get a tumble 
from him. 
The errant 


daughter returns, 


begging forgiveness, and eventual- | 


ly sets up a phoney deal for the 
fighter to do a comeback with a 
string of setups. A contemplated 
doublecross by a fight promoter, 
whose marriage the daughter had 
wrecked, backfires. Play ends with 


| 
| Plays Out of Town | 


the off-color daughter clearing out, 


again, leaving 
adopted one; the eccentric maid 
being courted by a middle-aged 
colonel: and Laura herself, after a 
fated romance with a wrestler who 
had died, setting her cap for a new 
roomer. 

Tried out last summer by Jessie 
Royce Landis in the strawhat en- 
virons of Skowhegan, it is easy to 
see why the actress felt the play 
was worthy of donning regular 
season millinery. Role of Laura 
offers wide latitude for emotional 
display. Miss Landis cashes in on 
her flip lines, as well as registering 
in several dramatic sequences, It’s 
a good part for her. 

Jackie Cooper, lined up for his 
Broadway debut with the role of 
the young fighter, finds his assign- 
ment largely of routine content. 
He does okay by it. There’s good 
support by Julie Harris, as the 
maid; Bibi Osterwarld, who wrings 
plenty from the prostie role; Anne 
Jackson, as the pug’s wife; Hildy 
Parks, his eventual romance; Fred 
Steward, the colonel; Brad Dexter, 
fight promoter; Frances. Bavier, 
welfare worker [in a subsequent 
performance, Miss_ Bavier 
taken 
and the role was continued by 
understudy Johanna Douglas). 

An attractive setting establishes 
good working atmosphere 
combined living room with front 
yard view. Bone. 


Hamlet 
Baltimore, March 26. 


Barter Theatre production of tragedy 
by William Shakespeare in two parts. 
| Directed by Robert Breen. Production 
and@ lighting by Nat Karson; costumes by 
Jed Mace; music by Arthur Kreutz. At 
Maryland Casualty Co. Auditorium, Balti- 
more, March 26, 49 


2” errr eS ee Frederic Warriner 
erry te Josephine Parker 
ED cies 'e'E Sis wba keds Hume Cronyn 
PE i vubiorvaenachen sen Leo Chalzel 
Ophelia . Jerry Jedd 
OS ar 


James Andrews 


Horatio Ray Boyle 





the field to the’) 


ee 

















| Latin Quarter 
stuff, climaxing with “Toast” bit, 
it’s a standard in burlesque for 
years. 
Georges Guetary, remembered 
‘for his success in the Cochran- 
| Vivian musical, “Bless the Bride,” 
| gets a big salvo for a couple of 
numbers, “Night of Romance” and 
“Casa Casino.” He delivers his big- 
gest hits in the second part of the 
show. These are French numbers 
“Clopin-Clopan” and ‘La Bas,” 
rendered bilingually. .Willie Shore, 
unknown here except by those who | 
spotted him during the war in 
USO-Camp Shows, hits the high 


Plays Abroad 


Continued from page 50 








practically one long bore 

| could interest tourists—visual eat 
/and nudity—has been minimized 
| to the limit. Excepting one scen 
the gals are as chaste as cherubs” 


Show is estimated ro 

cost a little over $100,000." Thet® 
are a few colorful costumes ahd 
three or four sets worth noticin 

but the show has been poorly on 
together. It’s often interrupted 

unsatisfactory blackouts. Little 
mad has been squandered on tal. 
ent. 


Josephine Baker, glad to sta 
comeback from cabarets, has wey 
turned into a clothes-horse. She’s 





spot, despite being badly served 
with material. His intimate style 
grows on one and it seems assured 
once he gets going, he will become 
a favorite in London. 

But sock of first half is certainly 


the Charlivels, who close. They 
have a_varied assortment of 
dances, including Russian fast- 


stepping with some almost impos- | 
sible twists and turns accomplished 
with perfect nonchalance. 


! 
Show’s second half is much| 


| weaker, with Andre, Andree and | 


| tomer, fails to register, despite it’s 


was | 
ill while the play was on} 


in a| 


| added to cast as of March 28. 





Rosencrantz vs Mell Turner ; 
Guildenstern ..Ernest Borgnine 
2, Sor rere Robert Paschall 
De. ch ssnceee tues Robert Pastene 


Ernest Borgnine 
Mell Turner 


Bernardo 
Osric 


DEE. Lskvestdssvetvetin tn Mitzi Hyman 
Se SPORE . ic36t neue ce ces Ed Davis 
ED 6 cae 646 sb Andy Bernard 


Robert Pastene 
Katherine Green 
James Andrews 


Player King 
Player Queen 
Lucianus 
Prolog 


This touring production of the 
Barter Theatre’s “Hamlet” (but not 
the cast) will be sent to Elsimore, 
Denmark next summer, to take 
part in its annual festival. Robert 
Breen has directed and is set to 
play the name role for the Danes. 
Current production has Hume 
Cronyn, on leave from writing, 
directing and acting chores in 
films, in the lead, and he gives it 
an intelligent and sensitive read- 
ing. As a matter of fact that about 
sums up this production, which 


was originally devised for touring | 


by truck in areas which rarely see 
live theatre. 

Hardly a soul-stirring experience 
marked by distinguished playing, 
moving drama and compelling 
mood, this offering is a few notches 
above a first-rate college or reper- 
tory attempt. Scenes have been 
trimmed and realigned and the) 
entire playing takes place on a. 
central 
prop men 
Chinese theatre moving tables and 
chairs to accomodate the playing. | 
The cosumes are in good taste and 
the lighting adds much to the| 
overall effect. Best part of the | 
doings is an original musical score | 
piped in to highlight and point the | 
action. 

The best word for the cast would 
be “adequate” and Cronyn makes 
up for lack of stature physically 
and emotionally with well-parsed 
phrasing and a good feel for the 
magic words at hand. Leo Chalzel 
plays Polonius as a doltish old 
codger and James Andrews gives 
same dash to Horatio. Most effec- 
tive scene is the watch when 
Hamlet meets the ghost of his 
father and the combination of 
musical background and amplified | 
lines spoken by an unseen spirit 
builds to impressive 
force. 


dramatic | 
Burm, 

Fifth annual Festival of Con- 
temporary American Music, spon- 
| sored by the Alice M. Ditson Fund, 
| Will take place at Columbia Univ., 
'N. Y., May 9-15. 








| made 


| who came from 


|; an 


platform with costumed | 


in th 
= e manner of the the average American home and the 


/modern psychoanalytic 


Mell Turner | 


‘led with conviction. The audience 


| The production by Leon Epp, with 


| nez, 


| Yvonne Menard, 


Bonnie in statuesque dance poses | 
proving one of the highlights. “Full | 
Fathom Five,” with Durant as cus- 


being one of the best bits In ““Make 
Mine Manhattan.” More  worth- 
while is Alan Melville’s skit, “So 
This Is Soho,” with Miss Day, 
Durant and Willie Shore, waiter, | 
with last-named getting most of | 
the laughs. 

Show is reported to cost $200,- | 
000, which takes a lot of getting | 
back, especially as overhead is well | 
over $15,000. But it’s understood | 
advance bookings are heavy and at} 
12 shows per week, house can | 
garner around $35,000 per, with 
management expecting to run till 
Christmas, when house will stage 
its annual pantomime. 

Meanwhile, to bolster up com- 
edy shortage, Gil Maison and Co., 
who scored big hit in Val Par- 
nell’s London Palladium  panto- 
mime, “Cinderella,” have _ been | 


Rege. 
Harvey 
Vienna, March 23. 


Theater Die Insel production of comedy | 
in five scenes by Mary Chase. Stars Oscar 
Karlweis; features Adrienne Gessner, | 
Hannes Schiel and Hans Thimig. Directed 





by Thimig; settings by Max Meinecke; 
translated by Alfred Polgar. At Die | 
Insel, Vienna, March 22. 

Elwood P. Dowd Oscar Karlweis | 
Veta Louise Simmons... Adrienne Gessner 
Myrtle Mae ‘ Eva Peyrer 
Omar Gaffney Hans Starkmann | 
Dr. William R. Chumley Hans Thimig 
Dr. Lyman Sanderson Hannes Schiel 
Betty Chumley Henny Minersky | 
Ruth Kelly Eva Zilcher 


Marvin Wilson Arthur Popp 
Mrs. Ethel Chauvenet Laura Zeller | 
E. H. Lofgreen Helmut Janatsch | 
RENEE: Ciswevaeas Gertrude Kirchsteiger 





Preem of “Harvey” in Austria 
yesterday (22) was the event of the 
season, with Karl Renner, Presi- 
dent of the Republic, and the cap- 
ital’s bigwigs, present. Oscar Karl- | 
weis’ portrayal of Elwood P. Dowd 
is head-of-the-class thesping. His | 
interpretation of the part is hand- | 


of 500 responded to his six-foot | 
imaginary rabbit with the same | 
understanding and enjoyment that 
“Harvey” so popular in 
America. 

The supporting roles are handled 
admirably by Adrienne Gessner, | 
Salzburg, where 
she was making a picture, and 
Hans Thimig, who is making his | 
first stage appearance after six | 
years of directing. Also notably | 
cast are Hannes Schiel as Sander- | 
son, and Eva Peyrer, who gives 
excellent performance as | 
Myrtle. | 

Hans Thimig’s staging is marked | 
by particular accuracy in depicting | 


institute. 


settings by Max Meinecke, | sur- 
passes all expectations. Alfred 
Polgar gave his adaptation a com- 
petent translation into German, 
but he was stymied in a few in- | 
stances, where the brunt of a joke 
employed certain Americanisms 
unknown here. Mass. | 


ipesereeaen 


Feeries et Folies } 
Paris, March 12, | 


Paul Derval production of revue in two | 
acts (40 scenes) by Michel Gyarmathy. | 
Musical adaptation by Pierre Larrieu. | 
Songs by Larrieu, Jo Bouillon, Georges | 
and Andre Tabet, Hajos, Fred Freed, Hor- 

Wander. Direction, sets, reer | 


and choreography by Gyarmathy. 

Stars Josephine Baker; 
Fleuriot, -Veronica Bell, 
Lerier, Line de Souza. 


features Colette | 
Luska, Monette | 
Gisele Colline, | 
Madeleine Leyster, Eli- | 
ane Mervyl, Jacqueline Marcy, Dandy, | 
Frederic Rey, Jean Luthy. Includes Fo- | 
lies Bergere showgirls, models, dancers. | 
At Folies Bergere, Paris. 


_ New Folies Bergere show is con- 
siderably disappointing. With the | 
one exception of a very beautiful | 
scene, titled “Crystal Parade,” it’s | 


| trieved from a small 


onstage over half of time in end. 
less numbers, and apart from some 
oldies has no new tune to sell 
There are a couple of sketches by 
Dandy, the perennial comedian 
but they are long and tedious. A 


| girl named Luska is made to recite 


long dramatic monologs that also 
drag. Colette Fleuriot, who sings 
and dances, does so with telling ef- 
fect. 
Luckily for the tourists, th 
good number, “Crystal Parade” 
despite the poor lighting prevalent 
throughout the show, is very beau- 
tiful. Number is without other 
prop than a black backdrop and 
shows the girls in black tights 
dressed in black and white plastic 
materials, which is very effective. 
_ There’s no music worth mention- 
ing and no catchy new tune. The 
show is extremely local. Thefe is 
nothing to appeal to the tourists 
except the name, Folies Bergere, 





Daphne Laureola 
London, March 24, 


Laurence Olivier presentation of com- 
edy in three acts by James Bridie. Di- 
rected by Murray Macdonald. At Wynd- 
paee Season, March 23, ’49. 

,ady Pitts Edit 
Sir Joseph Pitts Folin Anan 
Mr. Gooch Frank Pettingell 


Ernest Piaste............ Peter Finch 
Maisie MacArthur........ Anna Turner 
SCP eee Peter Williams 
Waiter bind ek Mee web iehee o6 Martin Miller 
RE ee Perr ee rere Billy Thatcher 
NE LO err errr Mark Stone 


Bill Wishforth. 
Helen Willis 
Bob Kentish 


Robin Lloyd 
Eileen O’Hara 
Alexander Harris 


Theatrically-contrived plot of 
this latest James Bridie opus 
strains credulity to its limit, but is 
nontheless entertaining. Due to 
artistry of Edith Evans, its highly 
improbable theme is acceptable. 
Play would need similar glamorous 
star to carry it in America. 

Star plays a_ periodic dipso- 
maniac of mature years, who is re- 
foreign res- 
taurant by her chauffeur-attendant, 
whose watchful care she _ has 
eluded. While chain-drinking 
brandy, which has loosened her 
tongue, she tells a fake life story 
to all within earshot, whom she 
then invites to call at her home 
for tea. 

Scene switches to the lady’s res- 


| idence, where she is closeted in do- 


mestic felicity with her aged, titled 
husband. The seven guests duly 


| arrive, to their hostess’ embarrass- 


ment, she having no recollection 
of them nor the details of her 
binge. Ensuing happenings are 
amusing. 

Play’s success will depend on 
Miss Evans’ drawing power. Of a 
generally good supporting com- 
pany, Felix Aylmer is outstanding 
as the gentle, octogenarian hus- 
band, grateful for his wife's affec- 
tionate companionship despite her 
pathetic affliction. Frank Pettingell 
is perfectly cast as the provincial 
business man, and Martin Miller is 
distinctive as a_ waiter. Peter 
Finch, discovered by Laurence 
Olivier in Australia, is duly tem- 
permental as the excitable amor- 
ous student. Clem. 





~ Legit Bits 








The Three Bruises rejoined cast 
of “Howdy, Mr. Ice” this week... 
Ken Parker, of the same show, !S 
using his Monday nights off to ap 
pear in dramatic plays at the 
Cherry Lane theatre, N. Y...Me- 
nasha Skulnik propositioned by 
Lee Shubert to star in a new edi- 
tion of “The Ziegfeld Follies” next 
fall...Allan C. Dalzell, p.a. for 
“Carousel” until its recent closing, 
has taken over similar assignment 
for the Theatre Guild touring 
“Allegro”...Helen Gillette plane 
to Norfolk over the weekend to 
take over the part of the nurse I” 
the Joe E. Brown company of “Har- 
vey,” succeeding Mary Cooper, who 
left to undergo an operation... 

Anne Woll off Friday for fout- 
week trip Via boat to Guatemala 

. . Herman Rosse’s design won 
competition for the Antoinette 
Perry awards medallion this year: 
“Tonys” will-be awarded at dinne! 
April 24 at Waldorf-Astoria, N. y. 
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Literati 








Hloliday’s Circulation Topper 

Holiday’s April issue, devoted 
xclusively to New York City, has 
f the highest sale yo a. en 

’s history. Issue 

in then . Wednesday, March 
16 and was 67% sold two days 
ater. It’s 95% sold today (Wed.). 
Distribs dumped 100,000 copies of 
the 50c. ma into N. Y., as against 
the normal 20,000 draw. It is esti- 
mated Curtis Publishing Co. ran 
off over 1,000,000 copies of the is- 
sue (also mag’s biggest issue In 
number of copies). Odd point is 
that the issue has also sold out all 
around the country. Mag has tried 
to get copies back from other areas | 
to fill N. Y. calls. but can’t, unlike 
other issues, such as the Holly- 
wood, Paris, London or Chicago is- 
sues, when there were plenty of 
returns. Although extra copies 
were run off for N. Y., no other 
cities had their quotas cut. 

General circulation —_ of Holiday 
has been averaging 830,000 and | 
Curtis would like to keep it pegged 
at that figure. Ad rates are based | 
on a 750,000 guarantee, and can’t 
be raised. Production costs are so 
high now as to make circulation 
above the 830,000 figure too costly 
and unprofitable. 

It is rumored Curtis will put out 
the New York issue in hard cover, 
without the ads, as a souvenir or 
reference book, to sell about $1. 
Several convention bureaus have, 
made inquiries along that line. 








London Editor’s Prison Rap 
The London Daily Mirror re- 
ceived one of the stiffest contempt 
sentences ever handed down to a 
newspaper by a_ British court, 
when its editor, Silvester Bolam, 
received a three-month prison 
term, and the paper a fine of 10,000 
ounds ($40,000). Lord Goddard, | 


,decision of Judge 
| which held 


siderably in the past six months. 


Since special favorable terms to 


newspaper vendors on sales of 
Democracia were cancelled, the 
paper is not doing so well, whereas 
the opposition Radical party’s tab- 
loid, Clarin, seems to be the fa- 
vored paper. The Mundo subscrip- 
tion list has suffered considerably 
since the paper was taken over by 
government tycoons. 





Time’s Record Earnings 
Time, Inc., comprising Henry 


net income, after taxes, for 1948 
was $9,008,721, as compared with 
$7,432,824 in ‘47. Gross 
amounted to $130,981,044, a boost 
of $10,576,827 over the preceding 
year. Earnings for the year were 
$9.22 a share, whereas the take for 


\’47 was $7.73 a share. 


Both the gross and net income 
were the largest in 25 years.- 





Judge Bok ‘Suspect’ 


peerene by Mrs. Mason, will be | 


ready for late summer publication 3 b¢ 
in book form. & i te > 4 
Stanley Morison’s “Four ) Cen- z SCU LL ss SCRA PB OK bq 
turies i Fine poe D résent- z b¢ 
ing a historical survey of typog- > 
'raphy, revised: by Farrar. and| * By Frank Scully > 
Straus at popular prices. J : \ 
ore ‘ amestown, Va., March 27. 
g-range gamble that Jane Several triggernometry students of a Hollywood Colt-endowed cow 





| book publication, under title “Ma 
income | 


District Attorney John H. Maurer | 


announced in Philadelphia last 
week (23) that he would appeal the 
Curtis Bok, 
that nine disputed 
novels seized in a vice squad raid 
on midtown bookstores were not 
obscene. 

Action of the D.A. followed a 
meeting of the Methodist Ministers 
of Philadelphia, who drew up a pe- 


| tition demanding that Maurer take 
The | 
|clergy felt that Judge Bok ren- 


the case to a higher court. 


dered a decision in favor of real- 
ism -and the publishers “because 


he himself is a realist and an au-| 


thor.” 





Drake Into Print 


| Hall. 


Galen Drake, the guy on the ra-| 


on No. 2 


dio that goes 


and | think that will be for several years. | hanging a picture in his mother’s home. 


Luce’s mag chain, disclosed in its, 48>. 


| annual stockholders report that the | 




















Wyman would be top Academy | ; : 
Award choice was won by Photo- College recently turned out a period picture entitled “I Shot Jesse 


play magazine, which three months James.” Whether Robert L. Lippert, who presented the picture; Sam- 


'ago had to make cover selection uel Fuller, who wrote and directed it; Carl K. Hittleman, who produced 


for the May issue and picked her. it, or Preston Foster, who starred in it, claimed to have done the shoot- 

Joshua Logan did the introduc- | ing, I haven’t taken the trouble to find out. 
tion for Constantin Stanislavski’s,, I haven’t taken the trouble because other authorities on pathology 
“Building a Character,” a posthu-| assure me that Jesse James is still alive and eating his head off. Last 
mous sequel to “An Actor Pre- heard of, he had left Van Nuys, Cal., for Zanesville, O., where he sup- 
pares,” which Theatre Arts Books, , posedly had laid in a crock of gold far away and long ago. 

Robert M. MacGregor, will pub- Enroute to Zanesville, he was hospitalized at Austin, Tex., with pneu- 
monia, but seemingly had shot the virus dead before the bugs could 
draw the bead on him. At any rate at 101 he claims he is stil! alive. 

This could very well be, because you will notice that none of Lippert’s 
trouble-shooters claims to have killed Jesse James. All one claims is 
that he shot the bandit. A shooting and a killing are as wide as an 
indictment and a conviction. But editors know that most readers are 
skimmers and don’t spot the distinction until chumped into buying a 
paper. Not till they start reading as fast as their excited eyes will 
carry them do they realize that, under the pure feud and drug act, 
between “shot” and “killed” is the difference between this world and 
the next. 

In “I Shot Jesse James” Lippert’s triggernometricians follow the old 
party line that Robert Ford shot Jesse James. They then attempt to 
tell us what happened to Ford. After a suitable chase he’s shot. Preston 

Suth Beanie of the Tietife Foster is the murderous mathematician who bisects Ford from several 
New York office. shifts to the; ute angles. It all adds up to a 19th century rubcut. 

Coast. She is research aide to|.. ell, that takes care of Robert Ford, who seems to have supplanted 

Robert Warnick, Life’s motion pic- “Howard, the dirty coward who shot Jesse James in the back.” But it 

ture editor. and will handle simi- Still doesn’t take care of Jesse himself. 

lar chores in Hollywood. Replac- Well, Ghosts Walk In “Hamlet,” Too 

ing Miss Dennis in New York is Terry McGovern (not the original Terrible Terry, but the Alabama 

Jean Holt. Terry) put me on the trail of Hugh Talbot, who has been carrying Jesse 
James, or a reasonable facsimile thereof, on the cuff for some time 

TV’s Fine 


and is getting pretty tired of it. 
i Continued from page 2 =! 


Short stories by Metro p.a. Bill 
Ornstein are being prepped for 


and Me.” Latest of the biographi- 
cal sketches, “Shadow  Lingers 
On,” is coming out in Decade for 
April. 

Ted Amussen, editor of Har- 
court, Brace, on a month’s trip to 
the west and south. In Cleveland 
and Chicago he will be traveling 
with Ed Hodge, sales manager, vis- 
iting booksellers, reviewers and 
authors. 











going on 100, was looking for some nice dry ditch near Dallas, to lie 
in till he gave up the ghost, Talbot hunted down the Missouri murderer 
and spent two months documenting his highly unlikely story. 

kind of talent should be in the Later he took the centenarian to Chicago for further checking and 
Hollywood Bowl — or Carnegie rechecking. Then he transported his Lazarus to Lawton, Okla., where 
‘he first released what to the best of his knowledge and belief was the 

















Sure, TV is coming and the so- authentic saga of Jesse James. 
called big names will be at the sta- The first shock was Talbot’s documented contention that the original 
tion when it arrives—but I don’t Jesse James was not shot by Bob Ford, Howard or anybody else while 


Another member of the James 


ord Chief Justice of England, | comes off next-to-closing, has writ-| The following is a helluva thing | gang was bumped off instead and passed off by the mob as Jesse. This 
who imposed the sentence, de- ‘ten a book and calls it “This Is| for me to say, but it will give you | bandit was suspected of doubling as a federal agent between holdups 
nounced the paper for its sensa-| Gajen Drake.” (Doubleday, $2.95). | something to think about. The big and best done away with, because Jack Ford (no relation) was not ready 
tional handling of the details of a _And now you can read him as well! comics are a little bit too old and to make “The Informer” for at least another 75 years. 


murder case awaiting trial. 


The Mirror in its issue of March 
4 plaved up with lurid details and | 
photographs the arrest of. John 
George Haigh, who was charged 
with the murder of an elderly 
woman. Lord Goddard claimed | 
that the articles, which accused 
Haigh of crimes other than the 
one he was charged with, ‘“‘vio-| 
lated every principle of justice and | 
fair play.” 

The action against the Mirror 
was instituted by Haigh’s defense 
attorneys on the ground that the 
stories would prejudice the out- 
come of the trial. The paper has} 
a circulation of more than) 
4,000,000. 








Fisher Defends Strips 

Ham Fisher, creator of “Joe | 
Palooka,” defended the comic | 
oe at the Philadelphia Evening | 
Bulletin’s third annual forum (25), | 
but bitterly condemned some of. 
his rivals in the comic book busi- 
ness, 

Fisher said he didn’t see why it 
was necessary to have to defend 
newspaper comic strips. “They | 
may be a little corny at times and | 
a little bit slapstick, but that is, 
g00d American humor.” The artist | 
said presidents and Supreme Court | 
justices follow the comic strips 
and he counted it as a_ special 
honor that several presidents were 
Tabid followers of his own “Joe 

alooka.” 


The comic strip is “a mirror of 
our times,” Fisher declared, and) 
added that, with one exception, he 
ad never seen a comie strip that | 
he couldn’t read to his little girl. | 

The-comic books, he said, were | 
the real offenders. There are some. 


comic books being put out and’ Man,” Yves Gandon. 


Fisher told the Bulletin forum that | 
lis once spoke to Comic Book Pub- | 
ishers and told them: “You men| 
are almost criminals.” The artist | 


| James 


|as hear him, and it’s just as pleas- tired to memorize and rehearse a 
'ant and interesting. 


| 


Jesse’s mother was talked into accepting and acknowledging the rid- 
full half hour of entertainment | dled stoolpigeon as her dead son. This was strictly for burial purposes. 


Joseph Auslander gives the book ...) week. This means that people The mob explained to her that the law would get Jesse and hang him 


a swell biographical introduction 
and Drake gives us ir 
chapters on such diversified sub- 
jects as Love, Sara Bernhardt’s 
Corsets. The High Cost of Mar- 
riage, Out of the Mouths of Babes, 
Horses Have Fun, Tolerance, 


interesting | 


|I shall not do more than 20 shows attended the funeral, too. 


Prayer Is Natural, Hints to Those | 


| That Would Be Rich, What About 


Having Children?, How to Steal a 


in control of TV will be forced to | eventually if they know he were still alive, and that actually he was 
get some new faces whether they on the lam and far from the scene of his murder. She acquiesced to 
like it or not. When television gets double as the mother of the stoolie and as such attended his funeral. 
around to me I promise you that It is this current character’s contention that he, the real Jesse James, 
He attended as a guy named Dalton. His 
mother had come from Dalton, Ga., to Missouri, so he took the name of 
her old home town. Civic pride, I guess. In fact, he insists he not only 
attended his own funeral but sang at it. 

As far as the law was concerned the funeral closed the case against 


in a year. I'd like time to prepare, 
rehearse thoroughly and feel per- 
fectly at ease. I look upon a tele- | 
vision show as an engagement at | 


Whale, Using Your Wife’s Brains,/| the Palace or the New Amsterdam | Jesse James, but Jesse, fearful of being recognized, left for Mexico and 


It Isn’t the Church, It’s You, Jun-| ~heatre or Loew’s State. 


ior’s Changing Voice, The New 
Commandments. The 296 pages 
are filled with Drake philosophy, 


| humor, facts and trifles, all enter- 


taining and well written. 

If your radio should break 
down, you can pick up this book 
and read what you have been 
listening to every other hour of the 
day on Drake’s very entertaining 
radio programs. It’s a swell 
picker-upper. Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Eire Nixes 12 Novels 
On the ruling that they contain 
material which is “indecent or 
obscene,” the Irish Censorship of 
Publications Board has banned the 
following 12 novels from circula- 
tion or sale in Ireland: 


j 


| 





' 


“Valerie,” by Morchard Bishop; | 


“The Jacaranda Tree,’ H. E. Bates; , where we are to get much of an | 
Erskine Caldwell; | 


“Journeyman,” 


“You Never Know With Women,” 


Hadley Chase; “I, The 
Jury,” Mickey Spillane; “The Ser- 
vant,” Robin Maugham; “An Air | 
That Kills,’ Francis King;; “Fish 
Are So Trusting,” Nigel Morland; | 
“Shy Leopardess,” Leslie Bar- 
ringer; “My Love to the Gallows,” | 
Rearden Conner; ‘Tune on a Melo- 
deon,” Ian Niall; “The Last White | 





| 
| 


CHATTER 
Capitol House planning a “Who's 


Said he resented pornography and Who in the Democratic Party.” 


Salaciousness being brought to th 
American publie.- ; omic 
h publishers are 
Owever, Fisher added. 





‘ Arg. Newspapers Simmer 
- he Argentine newspaper world 
a simmered down since the lift- 
8 of the printers strike which 


ept Buenos Aires with 
10s $ out any.| 
Papers during February. The curbs | 


on th 


Sheet can publish, whil 
r sh, e the Press 
pecretariat of the Presidency con- 
- Fe newsprint stocks, have 
epent uly enforced and the more 
“4 government-owned rags are 
the meee to benefit. Nevertheless, 
fi & Opposition daily, La Prensa. 
nding its circulation figures 


i 
m the Peron government. 
Mocracia, Senora de Peron’'s 


Wn special daily, has lost out con- 


€ number of pages which each | 


‘fave stories to be incorperated into ambitious as we were 25 years ago, | 


| 
} 





Houghton Mifflin Co., readying 


Not all comic’ Will Rogers autobiog for Septem- | 
offenders, ber publication. 


! 
Ted Patrick, Holiday mag edi- 


tor, boating to Europe today (Wed.) 
|for a month on business-pleasure. 


writers | 


First exclusive fiction 


conference will be held at Marl-| 


boro College, Marlboro, Vermont, 
Aug. 14-27. 

Gene Fowler, who cedes all his 
original manuscripts to Joe Laurie, 
Jr., an old friend, to deliver his 
latest,. “Beau James.” 

Benjamin H. Feldman sending 


You've | Says he spent the next 60 years living off one South American revolu- 
got to be good—and the only wuy | tion after another. He had been in Cantrell’s irregular army with the 
you can be good is to be sure. | Confederate forces during the Civil War and credited these guerillas 

It may be costly but I would in- | with making him a success as a soldier of fortune in the banana re- 
sist on at least one or two previews | Publics. 
before the actual performance. After practically a lifetime as a living corpse, the problem of Jesse’s 
Wha I have seen on my television Yeturning to his native land and re-establishing his identity became 
set, with the exception of one or Something for the fourth dimension boys to solve. Oldtime outlaws 
two shows, has been the worst kind | like Al Jennings couldn’t help much because Al, though now 86 and 
of junk. It seems that the produ- | Still alive, was hardly out of diapers when the James boys were com- 
cers of this trivia have only one , mitting their great train robberies, sticking up banks and generally 
thing on their minds—is it cheap! ™aking the life of a sheriff shorter than a fly in a vat of flit. Nor was 
You can give them my answer. It there any FBI fingerprinting records to affirm his identity. 
is! Two Old Black Joes 
If you want my views on the ‘Talbot, however, claims he came on two old Negroes in Oklahoma, 
circus, carnival, the concert field, One 98 and the other 104, who identified Jesse as the McCoy. One had 
international diplomacy or how to held horses for the James boys when they were robbing banks and the 
make a souffle, just let me know. Other had cooked for Jesse. 

' . ' The groom said his name was Lucky Johnson. 
Fibber & Molly Say: i “I thought you was killed when we held up the bank of Northfield,” 

It’s pretty hard sitting out here | Jesse said. 
“I skipped when the shootin’ come too hot,” explained Lucky. 
“Never saw you again,” said Jesse. 
“I figgered you was shot, too.” 
“Well, I wasn’t.” 
“Where was that Northfield, in Dakota?” Johnson asked. 


idea or form any conclusions about | 

television. We are told that New | 

York is so far ahead of us here | 

that it isn’t funny. However, we | ; 

see kinescope shows every week “No,” said Jesse, “in Minnesota.” 

that were made in New York, and “That’s right,” said Lucky, “in Minnesota. 

personally they don’t seem to be erful memory, Mr. James.” 

so far ahead—although it’s hard The other Negro, the one who had been cook, told Talbot about a 

to tell. copper kettle which had been buried in Oklahoma with $200,000 in 
We naturally feel, however, that 80ld, a big watch, a frying pan and the steel end of a pick. He had 


Boy you sure got a pow- 


“we won't go into television until it found the kettle and some gold coins but no $200,000. 
| becomes necessary for us to do so. 


When they brought the contents to James, Jesse checked it and asked, 
And. we don’t want to do it until] “But the watch? There was a watch buried in the copper kettle.” 
we have to, ‘cause we're scared| The cook said he had it and pulled it out of his pocket. 
we'll louse it up, on accounta we| Talbot moved his furrowed warrior into a house in Van Nuys. Due 
know nothin’ about it and we don’t to the buckling bandit’s age he had to shore Jesse up with a nurse and 
think anybody else can learn us & Cook while he scurried around for an angel to carry the nut. The 
much. ga ges confessed, had him hanging on the ropes. 
; ; j ' “Does your Jesse eat well,” he was asked. 
Pog sage ae dit ., “Eat well?” echoed Talbot. “For breakfast he has a bowl of cereal, 
sseina to wae ik will be ome time three eggs and bacon, hot cakes, a jug of java and a half pint of cognac 
before television gets up to it. —taken purely for medicinal purposes, of course. Rent costs $150, 
= Px ltt? : nurse $200, cook $150, food $180. That's $680 a month, and only the 

I believe that television is going beginning! Brother, if someone doesn’t come to my rescue soon I'll 
to mean a lot more to the people have to stick up a bank to keep Jesse James alive!” 
who are coming along, rather than. An old coupon-clipper from Missouri called on Talbot to see if he 
Oe ae seeleag hg 00 ong clear away any final clouds of doubt still floating over the James 

. vi- halo. 

sion must be far greater than radio. Eyer know a banker named Davis?” he asked Jesse. 

As you perhaps know, we pion-| “Sure. He once tried to straighten me out. Told me crime didn’t 


requests to w.k. personages for eered in radio, but we aren’t as pay.” 


a book he’s preparing. 


“The Show Must Go On” is the and let the young blood do the | 


title of Elmer Rice’s new novel, 


via Viking Press this fall, his, 


with each jab it receives! first novel since “Imperial City,” | 


in 1937. 
James 


“The Cats In Our Lives,” with il- don't. 


“Well, I'm Davis,” said the banker, “but if you’re James you must 
so we'd rather sit back for a while remember the combination to our safe.” 
“Don’t be silly,” admonished Jesse. ‘The vault had no combination. 
groundwork. | It had a lock and I had the key.” 

Hope I have made this clear, So any character sounding off on marquees declaring “I Shot Jesse 
enough so you won't know what, James” had better shoot him again, as far as I’m concerned. 


Mason’s domestic story,|I'm talking about—on accounta 1 | And he'd better hurry about it because Jesse is now 101, and nobody 


| lives forever. 


About a year ago Talbot got a tip that the original Jesse, then 99 - 
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Broadway 


Joe Sacks, London producer, in | 


town. 


Walt Clyde, p.a., filed voluntary | Museum of Art. 
listing | 


etition of bankruptcy, 


{ 
“Funny Face,” an impression of | 
George Gershwin’s “Rhapsody In| 
Blue,” etc. as part of the “Behind 
the American Footlights” 
currently at the 


London | 


! 
Vet comedian George Graves in 


exhibit Guy’ don, for check- 
Metropolitan | me + ne Se 


Stanley Holloway enroute to New 
| Zealand and Australia for a radio— 





signer, gave an exhibt in sculpting, 
results of his work in Paris and 
Rome the last few months, 

Renzo Rossellini, brother of 
Roberto Rossellini, will do the 
musical seore for the forthcoming 


| Ingrid Bergman picture to be pro- | 


duced by Howard Hughes. 


14,513 liabilities; no assets. ° land stage tour. : 
James MacColl, actor, and film | Australia | BBC announced setting up of a | tt pga penn b eager Em 
ctress Cecelia Mansfield in from | By Erie Gorrick special films department with | ttallan now playing 


‘rance Monday (28) on the De) 


Grasse. iz trip in New Zealand. 

Justine manent’, aay oe * 4 re Night ye Ag eB is pretty snes 
Ranson, publicity irecto ‘around the Sydney zone. No big 
WMGM, to marry Harry Schacter | name acts are current. 


Cleave Shepherd, SRO’s Aussie 


April 9. 


Joe Maharam, head of the the- | fifth stanza at Tivoli, Sydney, for 


atrical fabric house bearing his) 
ame, to the Coast for 10 days on 


usiness. 


last week after p.a.ing at the open- 
ing of Allied Artists’ “Bad Boy” at 
the Palace. i 
Katharine Cornell, Kate O’Brien 
and Christopher Lynch guests of 


honor at Lotos Club cocktailery | 


Tuesday (5). 
Al Slep, theatrical and radio 
ublicist, joined Republic Pictures 
i! assistant to publicity manager 
velyn Koleman. 
on Velde, formerly with Para- 
mount and National Screen, now 


Freddie Bamberg still a hit in 


Dave Martin’s Tivoli loop. 
Herschell Stuart continues to 


vane Wyatt planed to the Coast _make progress at St. Vincent’s Pri- 
a } 


vate Hospital, Sydney, on health 
recovery. 

“Love Me Sailor” folded in Syd- 
ney. Sponsors said to have drop- 


ped $44,000 on stage adaptation of | 


the Robert Close novel. 
Elsie Beyer, who was general 


| manager of the Old Vic Co. dur- 


ing its recent Aussie run, has re- 
turned for a five weeks’ biz look- 


| see. 


specializing in film theatre adver- | 


tising accessories. a 
Errol Flynn and British band- 


leader Maurice Winnick among) 


those who sailed Saturday (26) to 
Europe on the Queen Mary. 

Radio actress Anne Seymour re- 
cording Eleanor Lothrop’s novel, 
“Throw Me a Bone,” for the Amer- 
ican Foundation for the Blind. 


Harry Walker, dean of Aussie 
film sales managers, is resting on 
doctor’s orders. Walker was with 
20th-Fox for 20 years before re- 
signing to take complete rest. 

Tyrone Guthrie, British stage di- 
rector, has arrived here for talks 


| with the government covering the 


setting up of a national theatre in 
each Aussie keyer. He'll be here 
for a short while, probably going 


|to New Zealand before returning 
to London. 


Metro star Kathryn Grayson and | 


husband, Johnny Johnston, arriv- | 
ing from Coast Friday (1) and then | 
embarking for England the next | 


day. 


Mark Linder, playwright, recov- | 


ered from recent heart attack and 
resting at home. He’s a_ brother 
of Jack Linder, N. Y. indie vaude 
booker. 

Manie Sacks, Columbia records 
veepee, trained for Hollywood 
Sunday (27) for huddles with Ben 


Selvin, Coast director of artists | 


and repertory. 
Kerstin 
Swedish opera singer, returned to 


Sweden last week after participat- | 
ing in several performances at the; tator here, author of new 


Metropolitan Opera. 
Producer-director 


Tokyo | 


Bill Carty, Paramount _ News 
photog, off to Formosa for 30° days. 

George Folster, NBC newscaster, 
back in Tokyo after a flying trip 
to N. Y. 

First public demonstration of 
Japanese-built television set draw- 
ing huge crowds at the Foreign 
Trade Fair in Yokohama. 

American Theatre, Far East 
scored its third Tokyo success with 


ences of “O Mistress Mine.” 
William Costello, CBS commen- 


| “Democracy vs. Feudalism in Post- 


Maxwell} was Japan,” published in Tokyo. 
Shane in New York to help Uni-| F ; 


Finance Ministry reportedly 


versal beat the drums for his film, | clamping down on Japan Columbia 


“City Across the River,” which 
preems at Capitol in April. 
Sydney Gross, 


indie production, 
which FC is re- 


French band- 


paign for her 
“Not Wanted,” 
leasing. 

Ray Ventura, 
leader-music 
ducer, left for Cuba Monday (28) 
and is due to plane back to Paris 
this weekend after a six-week 
U. S. stay. 

Milton Livingston, Universal 
publicist, tapped as public relations 
director for the newly-organized 
National Foundation for Cerebral 
Palsy which Leonard Goldenson, 
Paramount theatre chief, heads. 

Kirk Douglas making the jive 


arry Golob in preparation of 
“Young Man With a Horn” in 


which he will star for Warner | 


Bros., with Jerry Wald producing. 
Kate O’Brien and Katharine 
Cornell, dramatist and star of the 


forthcoming legit, “For One Sweet | 


Grape,” will 


Film Classics | 
publicity chief, Coastwards for con- | 
fabs with Ida Lupino on a cam-| 


publisher-film  pro- | 


Record Co. which it claims is near- 
ly 100 million yen ($3 million) in 
arrears in its taxes. 

Albert R. Crews to leave Japan 
early in April after serving two 
years as chief of the radio branch 
_in SCAP’s Civil Information and 
| Education Section. Dwight B. 
Herrick replaces. 
_ Traditional Ja 
ing new pix at 


practice of play- 
rstrun houses for 





| 


: |'hood houses — “Mutiny on the 
Philip Dorte as controller. heaitians | Bounty,” “The Mad Miss Manton,” 
'“The White Cliffs of Dover,” and 

| “White Cargo.” 
‘ Billy Rose and wife, 


Harry Alan Towers, 
shortly on a world tour, has pub- 
lished a book, “Show Business.” 


Lord Vivian, partner of Charles | Eleanor 


B. Cochran, is cruising on the Med- Holm, arrived in Rome March 21. 


iterranean after a serious illness. | 

Management of Bagatelle Club | 
dickering with Willie Shore for 
long run if salary differences can 
be adjusted. 

Eleanor Farrell, formerly of 
Forsythe, Seamon and Farrell, is} 
back from America and rejoining 
the act for broadcasting. 

Yolande Donlan signed for a new | 
British pic, “Miss Pilgrim’s Prog- | 
ress,” subject to Ministry of Labor | 
okaying extension of her permit. 

Michael Carr to New York June | 


|21 for three months, taking with 


| him his |! 
| Lovely Shepherd,” published by | 
| Unit Music Co. 


| 


latest song hit, “The 


Arts Theatre Club staged revival | 
of Somerset Maugham’s comedy, | 
“Caroline,” March 22, with Nora 
Swinburne and Wyndham Goldie | 
getting ovations in leading roles. | 

Florence Lipscomb, American 
wife of English film scripter W. P. 
Lipscomb, is publie relations officer 
for John Grierson, documentary | 
film producer for 
films division. 

With the completion of 
Ansco color lab at Denham studios, 


| following successful processing of 


| Albert 


Thorborg - Bergman, | boff six-day run for Allied audi- | 


a test film shot at Pinewood, Alan | 


W. Cooke has sailed for New York 
after several months in Europe. 

Victor Hochhauser is importing 
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra of 
100 to do series of six concerts at 
Hall, starting Sept. 28. 
Bruno Walter will conduct, with 
Yehudi Menuhin seloist. Orchestra 
will also be televised. 

Queen’s Hall, London’s favorite 
longhair rendezvous until it was 
bombed early in the war, is to be 


| rebuilt in time for the Festival of 


book, | 


| 
| Empire, 


| 


one week with no holdovers, re- | 


gardless of public demand, is un- 


nation’s second largest newspaper. 





Chicago 


Betty Hutton and hubby Ted 


_der editorial fire from Mainichi, | 


Britain in 1951. Rebuilding will 
cost an estimated $1,000,000, with 
seating capacity of 4,000. 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 

Wilson Barrett rep company re- 
turn to Alhambra, Glasgow, in May. 

All-Irish show, “Gossoons from 
Gloccamorra,” pulling in to Metro- 
pole, Glasgow. 

Danny Kaye week now fixed for 
Glasgow, during June. 
Sell-out assured. 

Maria Michi, Italian actress, at- 
tended opening of ‘“Paisa,” in 
which she appears, at Cosmo, Glas- 
gow. 

Eamonn Andrews, Radio Eireann 
qizmaster, visited Scotland for first 
time, in Joe Loss show at Empire, 
Glasgow. 

Paul Robeson, concertizing here, 


ive | Briskin in town visiting Sam Bris- | is giving two free concerts in Glas- 
a in company of WB pub chief kin, latter’s father. 


gow and Edinburgh for miners and 


Keenan Wynn and bride, Betty | dock-workers. 


| Butler, of St. Louis, honeymooned 
| at Ambassador-East hotel. 


| East Scotland, opened 500-seater | gj 


Poole family, film pioneers in 


government’s 


the 


|They motored to Venice for the 


weekend, and take the plane to 
Paris at the end of the week be- 
fore leaving for America. 


Stockholm 





Two showboats are slated for! 
Stockholm this summer, with one | 


already in Gothenburg. 


Nicholas Bros. now oppearing at | 
| the China here with Karl Gerhard 


and scoring great success. 
“Harvey” will probably open at 


the Vasa theatre here in Septem- | 
ber, with Max Hansen in the lead- | 
| ing role. 


Swedish authoress, Brita Wrede 
wrote screenplay for “Adventures 
in the Mountains,” to be filmed by 
Rank in London. 

After being banned by Swedish 
censors for several years, “‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace” (Warner) is now a 
smash at the Roda Kvarn cinema. 

Swedish cameraman Arne Palm 
left for South Africa, where he 
will work for the South African 


government for at least three years | 


on educational films. 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
Abbey 
new Irish play. 


} 


|. Tenor Patrick Griffin to Scot- 


land for concert tour. 

Ian Whyte and BBC Scottish 
orch skedded for Belfast next 
| month. 
| Joe Vegoda, RKO sales manager, 
here for talks with local office and 
| exhibs. 
| Warbler Maureen Hart back in 
|town after three-month season at 
Belfast Hippodrome. 

Warbling accordionist Kay Ma- 
loney, recently back from U. S., 
inked for BBC TV show at Easter. 

Comedian Danny Cummins 
named vaude producer for ’49 sea- 
son at Butlin’s Mosney Holiday 
| Camp. 
|_ Frank Robbins, secretary of 
|Trish cinema and theatre workers 
| union, to U. S. on combo vacation- 
study trip. 
| Henry Cooper, director for 
| Andrew. Buchanan Productions, 
| back to London after mulling plans 
for making shorts here. 





| Madrid 


_ By Geeno Garr 

| El Chicaro y Dolores planed to 
Buenos Aires to click at Bi Maipol 
| hitery there. 
ie Dunnelle Girls, French group 

ancers, appearin ' 

| nitery in Madrid. oe ow 
Ballet Scala, group of Austrian 
rl refugees* made bow in Casa- 





Billy DeWolfe’s film comitments Cameo cinema in Edinburgh for | blanea nitery in Madrid. 


forced cancellation of his Empire 
Room date at Palmer House. 
Bob Yoder, former Daily News 


be feted at Lotos columnist who had Keeping Posted 


Club cocktail party, April 5, along page in Sat. Evening Post, quit to 


with 
Lynch. 


Irish tenor 


Christopher _ do free lance writing. 


| 


| 


| Jean Hersholt will be honored | 


Dr. Leo Handel of Metro’s Audi- | at Chi Better Business Bureau din- | 


ence Research hureau stepping to ner, April 27. His “Dr. Christian” 
the blackboard tonight (Wed.) to; program will be broadcast from 


|version of “Much Binding in the | South Ameriza with 


screening art pix. 


Oscar Rabin and Harry Davis, | 


playing Playhouse ballroom, Glas- 
gow, celebrate 25th anniversary of 
their partnership soon. 

Richard Murdoch, Kenneth 


French chanteuse Nicole Blanch- 
,ery at the Passapoga nitery with a 
,8roup of Danish dancers. 

ca Andrea Sabna and Ana Maria 
Gonzales, singing duo, planed for 
| Mexico City to fulfill contracts. 


offering $500 prize for, 


Horne and Sam Costa play Glas-| Carmen Caballero. f{ 
gow and Edinburgh soon in stage | at Calderon thaaiee gp Ba 


a Spanish folk- | 


lecture Columbia University’s class here. 


on communications research. Sub- 
aoct is “Audience Research in the 
otion Picture Industry.” 

Stanton Griffis, chairman of Par- 
amount’s executive board and U.S. 
Ambassador to Egypt; film players 
Ronald Reagan, Michael Wilding, 


Patricia Neal, and 20th-Fox pro- | 


ducer Sam Engel due in today 
(Wed.) on the Queen Mary. 

J. Arthur Rank, Spyros Skouras, 
Robert R. Young, Robert Benjamin 
and Arthur 
delegation which attended U. S. 
preem of Rank’s “Quartet” at the 
Sutton theatre Monday (28). Over- 
seas Press Club sponsored the 
affair. 

The 
Bros. 


Starrs (Warner 
chief) got back by 


Herman 
music 


plane just in time for the Jack | 
Nate) | 


Kapp services. Vera (Mrs. 
Blumberg had an even tougher ex- 
erience flying back from Key 
est, with the Florida plane 
schedules completely congested. 


Paul Ash, Roxy bandleader, re-| 


cuperating from his recent opera- 


- tion at the Hotel Princess, Ber- 


muda, with his wife and daughter. 


Also vacationing in Bermuda are} 


CBS engineering veepee William 
B. Lodge and Vincent 
whose law firm reps 20th-Fox in 
Washington. 

John Wenger, w.k. stage 
signer, has some of his theatrical 
scenes from “Ziegfeld Follies,” 


Krim headed film) 


Welch, | 


de- | 


Allan Jones tops variety in Glas- 
| gow May 16. Larry Adler heads 
| roadshow May 9. George and Bert 
| Bernard, mime experts, play Glas- 
| Sow May 23. 


——— 

| Miami Beach 

By Larry Solloway 

' Tommy Raft, Bubbles Darlene 


| Marsh.” | lor 


| 
| 


| 
| 
! 


re company. | 
Virginia Fabrega and her legit | 
company from Mexico have gone. 
to Barcelona and then will tour 
provinces until June. | 

Latest legit success is “Crime. 
and Punishment,” J. J. Aleixan-| 


Lillian Nicholson hospitalized af. 


* a i 
ammy Cahn out of hospi 
| recuperating from ulcers at hosed 
Louis B: Mayer returned to Hol. 
|lywood after four weeks in the 
| aBetty H : 
etty Hutton in from Washin 
ton where she was a Whi g- 
be Ford’s i ae 
ohn Ford’s illness has cost 20th: 
Fox $102,000 to date vi - 
| se kage Sl . * shutdown 
ing Crosby tossed a dinner t 
Chasen’s for his favorite 
the Pirates. ne club, 
score  dehoworn 6d and Philip 

unne returned from a 7 
trip to China. three-week 

J. Carrol Naish goes to London 
in June for a revival of “Mey. 
chant of Venice.” 

_ George Nasser in from San Fran. 
|cisco for production confabs with 
her saa, Saeeee. 

oergen Bagger and Helge : 
bert, Danish film directors’ Prt 
ing American technique at UI. 
Jack Segasture in from N, y 
seeking talent for his forthcoming 
Broadway production, “Thread of 
Scarlet.” 
Hollywood Coordinating Com. 
mittee is rounding up 50 film 
names for veteran hospital tours 
|'in May and June. } 
Gus Schroeder broke a leg while 
_functioning as Samuel Goldwyn’s 
location manager with “Roseanna 
McCoy” at Sonora. 


India 

By N. V. Eswar 
Slated for early release at Bom- 
| bay is Par’s “Paleface.” 
“Hamlet” entered third week of 
|a record run at the Globe, Madras, 
| Gemini Studios of Madras will 
make a Tamil film version of “Cor- 
sican Bros.” 
| A film, “Romeo and Juliet,” has 
| been produced in Hindi, with the 
| Nargis in lead as Juliet. 

Indian press is agitated over 
exhibition of “India Speaks” in 
New York, claiming it generates 
anti-Indian feelings abroad. 
| Indian daneer, Uday Shan-kar 
starting out on a world tour in 


| 








October. Plans winter tour of 
| Europe, U. S. Mexico and South 
| Africa. 


| Goldwyn’s “Song Is Born” did 
| swell business for two weeks each 
_at Calcutta and Bombay. Ryn is 

something out of ordinary in re- 
| cent months. 
| Casino, Madras’ key _firstrun 

house, set a precedent in the coun- 

try by double billing “Oklahoma 
Raiders,” and “Law and Order” as 
| one program last week, 


| Germany 


' 

By Bernard Liebes 

| German director Karl Heinz 
Stroux was seriously injured in an 
automobile accident. : } 

First film of Hans Domnick Film 
| Productions, “Amico,” released in 

Hamburg, British Zone. 
| Dancer Marika Roeck is starring 
‘in “Fregola,” produced by Styria 
Film Production Co. in Vienna. 
| Claire Waldoff, prewar German 
‘cabaret singer, is in Braunschweig, 

and then slated for an engagement 
| in Hamburg. 

| New German Film Co. has com- 
pleted its ~third film, “Secret 

Rendezvous.” Pic is scheduled for 

April release. . 
| Jkaros Films in Berlin is shoot- 
,ing an advertising short, Free 
German University,” slated for re 
| lease in the states. 

Jutta von Alpen, known for her 
roles in “The Green Saloon and 
“Summer Nights,” was hired by an 
Indian film company. | 

Helmut Kaeutner, director of 
“The Apple has Fallen,” has been 
named stage manager of the Kam- 
merspiele in Hamburg. 








ne Hollywood 


_and other acts from recently closed 
Colonial Inn into Monte Carlo. 
_ Sam Barken will shutter his 
Five O'Clock Club for 
after current Jimmy 


Casanova 


vacation | 


show; reopens in May with all- | 


Latin policy. 

_ Sid Gary replaced Jane Froman 

/in Copa City show. Ben Blue. Ben 

_Lessy and Patti Moore hold ovey. 
De Castro Sisters set for Clover 

Club in April. 


Rome 
By Helen McGill Tubbs 


Louis Hayward’s brother, John, | 


in from London. 

Mikhail Rasumny and wile leave 
for New York by plane the end of 
March. 

Moliere’s ‘‘Don Giovanni” at the 
Little Theatre of Rome in its 


| sixth week. 


Variety Tent here officially took | 


over South Florida Children’s Hos- 


pital. 
Portland, Ore. 


Wally Boag and Ivie Anderson 
at Clover club. 

Frankie Laine set 
Beach Ballroom April 2. 

Del Courtney orch to open danc- 





room, May 6. 
_Mickey Katz’ 
signed by Portland B'nai Brith for 
Mayfair, April 25. 


returned to Pacific Northwest 
ter absence of two years; playing 
niteries, 


| 


| 


| 
| 


“Borshtcapades” Filippo. 


Gregory Ratoff back 
from London readying his next 
film to start soon in San Remo. 

Melchior Lengyel, 
“Ninotchka,” spending several 
months in Rome writing a film 


script. 
Ilya. 
has left | 
for Jantzen for Paris after several weeks in 


Rudy Salmson of the 
‘Lopert Distributing Co., 


Rome. | 
De Filippo Co. is in its seventh 


ing season at Jantzen Beach Ball-| week at the Elisco with “The Voice | 


from Within,” by Edouardo De-.| 


is in Rome from | 
oward Hughes rep- | 


Edward Kill 
Hollywood, as 


Lenny Russel and Helen Harper resentative during filming of Berg- | 
af- man-Rossellini pic. 


Gabriel Kohn, formerly at Para- | 


mount, Hollywood, as a set de-) 


| ternational 
| Fontoria theatre, Madrid. 


author of. 


| , 
| dre’s dramatization of Dostoyev- 


|Sky’s produced at the 
Guerrero theatre. 


___Myriam Kleckova dancers; Les 
| Cincis, 


Maria 


and Diana Stein singers, head an in- 
variety show at the 


Pastora Imperio, veteran singer 


and dancer, making come back in| 
_a Madrid theatre in a new musical, 


; 
in Rome! 


“Pastora ha Vuelto” (‘Pastora 
Comes Back’’), by Alcazar, Serrano 
and Arroca. 





Vienna 


Vienna Boys Choir returned 
home after a tour in the U. S. 
Second group left on same day for 
South America. e 

Oscar Karlweis, after his Insel 
theatre appearance in “Harvey,” 
going to Bizonia, then to New York, 
where his inked for “Collector's 
Item.” 

Actor Ernst Deutsch off to 
America; will return late this fall. 

Raimund theatre signed con- 
tracts with Oscar Straus’ for fall 
production of his latest operetta, 
“Here Comes the Waltz.” 


acrobats; Maese Cosmon, | 


Hans Soehnker, after, finishing 
‘the film “Hello Fraulein,’ in which 
he had the lead, is appearing & 
‘the Schlosspark theatre in Berlin. 
Berolina Film Co. has starte 
“Chance or Not” in the Geiselgas 
teig studios near Munich. Direct- 
‘ing is E. W. Emo. Theo Lingen has 
the leading role. : ‘ 
Zarah- Leander, Swedish singet 
and film star who appeared in 
many German pix before and dur- 
ing the war, recently gave 4 con 
cert in Darmstadt. k 
The bomb-damaged Tulbec 
Street theatre in Munich is being 
remodeled into a film studio. Phoe 
nix Film Co. will film “The Three 
Village Saints” there. al 
Hilde Krahl, now in Vienna, W! 


gang Libeneiner directed it. 
Fortuna Film Co. has a wore 

agreement with an Italian film i 

to co-produce three Italian mu 


cals in Germany. Tenor Beniamn 
Gigli will star in two— Attention 
Shootings” and “I Love Only bi a 
The third film will star youth® 
Francesco Albanese from the, 
Scala in Milan, “Sing but Soft. 
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JACK KAPP 


Kapp, 47, 
Jack ecords, Inc., “ 
cerebral hemorrhage Friday 
of A (95) on his way from the 
Col hg. on West 57th street to 
os Piet. He is survived by his 
pei Frieda (Fritzi) Lutz Kapp; 
Ww a set Myra, 17; son, Jonathan, 
ine prothers Dave, veepee of 
we a, and Paul Kapp, a talent 
ent, and a sister, Mrs. Joe Davis, 
atte of the music publisher. 
"Details in Music section. 


FELIX BRESSART 
Felix Bressart, 57, character ac- 
on stage and screen, diea 





tor 


Meee eens. His outstanding role 


screen was in “Ninotchka.” 

ore death will cause changes in 

the script of the Hal Wallis pro- 

duction, “My Friend Irma,” which 

is still in work at Paramount. The 

uences in which he took part 
will be eliminated. 

Other films in which Bressart 
appeare d were “Crossroads, 
“Comrade X,” Sev 
Cross,” “Without Love,” “Ill Al- 
ways Love You,” “Greenwich Vil- 
lage,” “Above Suspicion,” “Tee- 
and,” “Mr. and Mrs. North,’ 
“Blossom in the Dust,” “Bitter 


“4 Song Is Born.” 


debut on the American stage in 
“The Big Two” at the Booth the- 
atre, N. Y. 


RALPH M. NUNBERG 


Ralph M. Nunberg, 45, former 
editor of newspapers in Berlin 
prior to the war, and husband of 
singer Maria Avellis, of the Metro- 
politan Opera, died at his home 
in New York, March 25. 

He had been associated with the 





Jack 





Deutches Theatre, Berlin, before 
engaging in newspaper work there, 


Max Schmeling, “Lindbergh, 
Hauptman and America,” and “The 
Fighting Jew.” 

Nunberg came to the U.S. in 
1932 and for a time.was editor of 
the Hollywood Tribune. 
Surviving, besides his wife, are 
his parents and a sister. 


WILLIAM 8. BROWN 


William S. Brown, 26, manager 
of WMTW, Yankee Network out- 
let at Portland, Me., died there 
March 21. 

Born in Portland, Brown had his 
college career interrupted by 38 
months of Army service, from 
which he emerged with a battle- 
field commission and a severe dis- 
ability which led to his death. He 
received the Bronze Star and 
Purple Heart while on duty in 
Europe. After taking a belated 
degree from the Univ. of Maine in 
947, Brown went to Yankee as 
announcer, assuming the Portland 
Managership in 1948. 





Survived by wife and a 
daughter. 
FRED MEEK 


Fred Meek, 87, former theatri- 
- exec, died in the Actors Fund 
ome, Englewood, N. J., March 28. 
He was the son of Kate Meek, a 
leading actress in her era. 
b eek was an actor in his youth 
ut later turned to the business 
end of the theatre. For many 


ontgomery & Stone, Jefferson de 


Angelis, William Collier and 
Poy Miller. Also for Charles 
rohman, Klaw & Erlanger and 


enry W. Savage. 
= was a member of The Lambs 
»- one of the last three surviving 
embers of the Hot Air Club. 
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ELEANOR MONTELL 
ach leanor Montell, 61, retired 
ress, died in New York, March 
mek er last Broadway appearance 
Cones years ago with George 

° a i 
ie In a revival of 


there Subsequently retired from 


megnnne after the death of her | 


er, Eugenie Blair, 


actress, an 
- ss, and her f 
Robinson, Retees ather, Forrest 





17 in Los Angeles, a victim | 


“The Seventh| 


Sweet,” “It All Came True,” and | 


In January, 1947, he made his | 


and also had written several books, | 
including one on the career of | ago, she appeared in vaude and 


ears he was company manager for 


“The | 


Wednesday, March 30, 1949 
— 
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Stair & Havlin circuit. She later 


resident of| appeared in George Tyler’s pro- 
ied suddenly | duction of “Clarence.” 





EMERSON LATTO 
Emerson E. Latto, 80, pioneer 


t 131 East 64th street, | theatre operator in western Penn- 


sylvania, died March 11 at his 
‘home in Beaver Falls, Pa. 
| In 1910, he and the late L. B. 
Roney opened the Comet, a film 
/house, in that city and_ shortly 
after opened two other theatres, 
| the Queen in Beaver Falls and the 
| Lyric in New Brighton. After dis- 
| posing of these interests, Latto 
| took over the Central hotel in 
Beaver Falls and later went into 
| the laundry business. 

He leaves his wife, two sons and 
two daughters. 

JACK FLYNN 

Jack Flynn, 59. midwest district 
| manager for Metro until his retire- 
ment in 1947, died at his home in 
St. Joseph, Mich., March 27. 

After leaving Metro he was for a 


|time with James FitzPatrick Trav- | 


| elogs. 

| Flynn entered the industry in 

| 1914 with General Film, later join- 

| ing the Goldwyn Co., which in 1924 

consolidated with M-G-M. 
Survived by wife, two sisters and 

two brothers. 


LUKE G. THOMAS 

Luke Garrison Thomas, 54, short 
story writer and son of the late 
Augustus Thomas, playwright, died 
at St. Albans Naval hospital, St. 
Albans, L. I., March 24. 

In addition to his own writing 
chores, he had often collaborated 
with his father in the writing of 
several of the latter’s plays. 


MRS. CLEM McCARTHY 
Mrs. Clem McCarthy, 54, former 
actress and wife of Clem McCarthy, 








IN FOND MEMORY OF 
OUR BELOVED FRIEND 


Kapp 


JACK and IRVING MILLS 





|radio sportscaster, died at her 
| home in New York. March 22. 
Before her marriage 20 years 


|musicomedies under her maiden 
name of Vina Smith. Among the 
| productions in which she appeared 
| were “Bombo” and “Sinbad,” Al 
| Jolson starrers, and several Ed 
Wynn musicals. 


LON T. FIDLER 


Lon T. Fidler, 58, owner of 
| Monogram franchises in Denver, 
Salt Lake City and Kansas City, 
died last week in Denver. 

Fidler had been in distribution 
for 30 years, was instrumental in 
founding Monogram Pictures, in 
which he continued to be a stock- 
holder. 

Survived by wife, a sister and 
brother. 

a 


HARRY BENNETT 


Harry Bennett, 71, former vaude- 
ville actor and orch leader, died 
;}in New York, March 21. 

He had done a_e song and 
|pianolog in vaude for several 
| years, and later became musical di- 
'rector in N. Y. vaude theatres, in- 
cluding Tony Pastor's, Keith’s 
Union Square and Proctor’s 125th 
Street theatres. 

Survived by four sons. 





} 








TAYLOR CAVEN 
Taylor Caven, 51, screen writer. 
| died March 23 in Hollywood after 
a heart attack. He had worked at 
various studios since 1929. 
| Prominent among his screen- 
lays were “China Passage,” 
“Should Husbands Work,” ‘‘Money 
to Burn,’ “The Gay Vagabond” 
and “Petticoat Politics.” 


| RALPH MUNGELLO 


Ralph Mungello, former theatre 
| owner in Pittsburgh, died March 13 
|in Los Angeles. His sons, Don and 
Tony, own and operate the Mary 
_Ann theatre, Burgettstown, Pa., 
which was named 





erated picture houses in western 
Pennsylvania for years, 





MRS. ARTHUR L. YOUNG 


Mrs. Nettie E. Young, 81, retired 

also an vaude performer, died at her home 

in Emmons, N. Y., March 22. 

She also hz Mrs. Young and her late hus- 

and legit ad appeared in stock band, Arthur L. Young, had done 
road shows on the old a musical act in vaude for years 


for their late 
/mother, who with their father op- 


prior to their retirement in 1927. 
_ Survived by son, a sister and! 
two brothers. 








Mrs. Homer Allard Graves, 81, 
who was associated with her hus- 
band, the late Homer A. Graves, 
in the operation of picture theatres 
|in Massachusetts, Vermont and 
New Hampshire, died in Lancaster, 
N. H., March 25. 

Survived by two sons. 





MORGAN H. SEXTON 


Morgan H. Sexton, general man- 
ager of radio station KROS, Clin- 
Iowa, died in that city, March 


Previous to going to Clinton, he 
had been connected with radio 
stations in Minneapolis, Rock Is- 
land, Ill., and Davenport, Ia. 





MAX HERZBERG 
Max Herzberg, 67 pianist and 
music teacher, died in New York, 
March 20. He had 3 in the 
orchestra at the N. Y. Music Hall 


z é | 
it announces its first quarterly net. | 


Twentieth surprised the industry, 
during the week by showing a. 
strong net of $12,500,000 for fiscal | 


MRS. HOMER A. GRAVES |’48, ended Dec. 31. 
20th nosed out 


| By so doing, 
Warner Bros. for second position 
in the 1948 earnings derby, coming 
only after Paramount. Warners’ 
take was $11,837,000. Twentieth’s 
profit compares with $14,003,640 in 
547, or a dip of 10%. Its gross 
/amounted to $163,400,000 against 
| 1947's $174,375,241. After deduct- 


‘ing dividends for preferred stock, | 


equivalent common stock earnings 
equalled $4.29 per share compared 
with $4.81 last semester. 

That the improvement is in the 
important distrib wing rather than 
in theatres was demonstrated with 
Columbia’s second-quarter returns, 
announced this week. Col, operat- 
ing no theatres, reports $171,000 
net for the 13 weeks ended Dec. 
25, which pulls the company out 
of the red. It had come through 
the first quarter with a loss of 
$23,000. 


under Erno Rappe from 1932 to 1: 
1945. Later he became accompan.- Addi U in the hog iversal 
ist for concert artists. me Xs weg a 


Survived by a son. 





LOUIS P. KLEIN 


| Louis P. Klein, 66, trumpet 
player who had been a member of 
various symphony orchestras and 
Ziyara Shrine Temple band, died 
“ 24 at his home in Utica, 

Survivors are wife and a sister. 





FRANK SHERMAN 


Frank Sherman, 61, former sing- 
er and nitery operator, died in Chi- 
cago, March 21. He had operated 
his own club in Chi for past 20 
years. 

Survived by wife and two sons: 





| HARRY McCARTHY 

| Harry McCarthy, 63, well-known 
| concert violinist and first leader of 
Abbey theatre orch, died in Water- 
ford, Ireland, March 21, 





| BURTON E. GEAR 

| Berton Eugene Gear, 74, legit ac- 
| tor, died March 23 in Hollywood 
| after a long illness. 

| At various times in his career he 
| appeared in productions of George 
| M. Cohan, Woodie Van Dyke, Rose 
| Melville and others. 


| —--—— 


| LILLIAN MILLS 

| Lillian Mills, 79, retired legit 
‘actress, died March 24 in Los 
Angeles, where she had lived for 
the last 26 years. 


| Mother, 72, of Lester Simms, 
professional manager of Feist 
Music, died in New York, March 
27. She leaves another son, Jules, 
asst. musical director of Capitol 
theatre, Washington, and a 
daughter. 








| Mrs. Dorothy B. Akers, 31, sec- 
| retary to Leslie Atlass, owner of 
WBBM, Chicago, died March 22 at 
her home in that city. Survived by 
husband Arthur Akers, service 
manager for Admiral Radio Corp. 





Elinor O'Reilly Zynda, 48, 
former casting director and talent 
, agent, died March 8 in Culver 
| City, Cal. 
| William Heerlein Westerman, 73, 
| Studio film processor, died March 
| 23 in Hollywood. 


Father, 75, of fan dancer Sally 
‘Rand, died in Phoenix, Arizona, 
March 22. 








- Mother, 93, of Carlisle Jones, 
Warner Bros. flack, died in Hem- 
ingford, Neb., March 22, 








| Higher Pic Profits 


Continued from page ll =e 


up with a disappointing $5,309,659 
net during °48 (period ended Aug. 
31), has already piled up a solid 
$4,000,000 for the first half of ’49. 











Total was revealed by J. Robert 
Rubin, M-G's veepee and general 
‘counsel, during last week’s stock- 
that amount, 
$3,000,000 was earned in the sec- 
ond quarter, when 60e. per share 


| holders meet. Of 


was accumulated against 49c. 
the comparative period of °48. 


For the first three months, the 
company scratched the surface with 
20c earnings against 26c. last year. 
Against the $4,000,000 earned this 
year for six months, Metro took in 


| $3,886,745 last year. 
20th Tax Rise 


with the company also operating 
| again in the black. U showed a 
iloss of $717,535 during its first 
quarter but the company is now 
riding on its less costly product 
and its rentals are covering costs 
plus. Only the necessity of ab- 
sorbing losses from weak pix 
of early ’48 has prevented it from 
announcing profits. 

United Artists, third of the Lit- 
tle Three, is also looking up lately. 
' UA is now assured of a fairly con- 
sistent supply of product, and its 
rentals have been large enough to 
meet distrib overhead and _ still 
turn in a profit. 

Business for both Paramount 
and Warner Bros. has held firmly 
although no figures for the recent 
months have yet come to light. 
Since each is also in the position 
to cash in on lower production 
costs, industryites believe their re- 
ports will also register the upbeat. 
| RKO is in an uncertain position. 
‘Its theatres are still earning sub- 
stantial sums although the chain’s 
profits are down some 20% from” 
last year while its general business 
is off 10%. Much will depend on 
what product controlling stock- 
holder Howard Hughes can steer 
to the company during the balance 
of the year. 


| Oscared ‘Buttons’ 


'____ Continued from page | joa 

















lyhoo for the pix. They ground out 
dozens of such ditties, although the 
job seemed hopeless at times since 
many film titles (“Blaze of Noon” 
for example) simply don’t lend 
themselves as song titles or ideas. 

“To Each” was one of those rou- 
tine jobs, and Famous Music Co., 
Par subsid, thought so little of it 
that it was neglected when the) 
film “To Each His Own,” starring | 
Olivia De Havilland, was released | 
‘early in 1946. Miss De Havilland , 
‘won an Oscar for her performance | 
in the film, but the tune remained | 
on the shelf for months. When | 
Famous finally got around to plug- 
ging it, it was too late to do the’ 
film any good but the tune quickly | 
‘caught on. Eddy Howard Cata-. 
pulted it nationally and it wound | 
up the top commercial song of the | 
year with a total platter sale of | 
3,200,000 copies and sheet music 
_sales reaching the 990,000 mark. 
Evans and Livingston got $40,000 


each from the song—plus the break | 


‘they had been waiting for. 
Success of “Each” made the 
studio realize that the team could 


|be used for more than routine | 
stuff. They were given a situation ijn Chicago, March 7. 


to point up with melody in “The 
| Paleface,’ Bob Hope starrer. 


Out of that assignment came | 


“Buttons and Bows” — ironically, 
the only Academy Award winner 
Paramount had for the year. 





| MARRIAGES 

Doris Selick to Samuel Mendel- 
son, St. John, N. B., recently. The 
bride was on staff of Metro film ex- 
change there. 

Mary Josephine Dowle to Max 
Newton. Montreal, March 12. He’s 


IN VARIETY mugg there. 


Patricia Bewell to Alex Jackson, 
Calgary, Alia., Feb. 25. Both are 
skaters with “Ice-Cycles of 1949.” 

Selma Mary Kleinfeld to Arnold 
Hackmyer in N. Y. Bride is sec- 
retary to John A. Cassidy, general 
press rep of RKO theatres. 


Olive Gough to Harold Holt, 


Sensational rise in business has: London, March 24. He’s a concert 
also been scored by 20th-Fox for manager. 


the first few months of °49. 
rentals have improved 25% 


Film 
over vina, Cal., March 27. Bride is cos- 
the past year and 20th is expected tume designer at 20th-Fox; he’s 


Kay Nelson to Lyle Wheeler, Co- 


to show that gain in spades when, studio’s art director. 


‘daughter, March 22. 


_son, Hollywood, March 22. 
‘is a film editor. 











Mayer Renewal 


Continued from page 1 





terms of the new contract was en- 
tirely oral, and the Metro legal 
department has not yet been given 
the task of setting it down on 
paper. Terms could not be learn- 
ed beyond Mayer's remark to a 
friend that he “could make more 
money by retiring.” 

Although the vet exec undoubt- 
edly took a slash in income, the 
retirement crack was, of course, 
kidding. Under the Metro retire- 
ment plan, which became partially 
effective this month, Mayer would 
receive only about $20,000 a year 
if he quit now. Plan doesn’t be- 
come fully effective until March 
1954, when it is in force 10 years. 
At that time Mayer will be entitled 
to $49,000 a year. Pensions are 
subject to regular income tax un- 
less the recipient exercises the op- 
tion of taking a lump sum, in 
which case he pays only a capital 
gains rap. 

Rewrite of Mayer’s deal follows 
considerable lessening of his re- 
sponsibilities since Dore Schary 
came in as production chief. May- 
er’s current compensation, which 
for years has been the highest or 
close to the highest in the indus- 
try, is $2,500 weekly, plus 6.77% 
of the net profits after certain de- 
ductions. He also gets 10% of 
reissue profits after he leaves ac- 
tive service for the company. 
Mayer, however, agreed in 1944, 
when the retirement plan started, 
that his total compensation from 
salary and bonus should not ex- 
ceed $500,000 yearly. He got a 
combined total of $417,263 last 
year. 


TV Fulltime Job 


aaa Continued from page 1 =—— 











the star of a show, inasmuch as 
the success of the videocast fre- 
quently depends on what the star 
puts into it. Many just haven't 
enough to go around; consequently 
the high fatality when doubling is 
involved. 

It’s expected that later on the 
strain of the tele show leads will 
diminish and additional chores 
may be taken on without fear of 
toppling under the load. Current- 
ly, those working television are ap- 
proaching the medium with the 
same fervor as a small-time act try- 
ing to make Broadway: A _ great 
part of the mental burden comes 
from _ format experimentation, 
which will be ended once it’s de- 
termined what constitutes top fare 
for television and necessity for 





long rehearsal periods is elimi- 
nated. 
BIRTHS 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Marshall, 


daughter, Santa Monica, March 21. 
Father is an actor. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ricardo Montal- 
ban, daughter, Hollywood, March 
22. Mother is the former Georgi- 
anna Young, screen player; father 
is a star contractee at Metro. 


Mr. and Mrs. James A. Mahon, 
daughter, Hollywood, March 19. 
Father is real estate manager for 
Fox West Coast. 


Mr. and Mrs. Sidney James 
Paine, son, Brookline, Mass., March 
12. Father is producer at WVOM 
in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Boris C. Jesenof, 
daughter, Brussels, March 17. 
Father is with Columbia Pictures 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Jackson, son, 
Father is 


Chi. 
Mr. and Mrs. 


booker at Billboard Attractions, 


Wendell Corey, 
Father is a 
screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Milton Kleinberg, 
Father 


Mr. and Mrs. George Keane. son, 
Philadelphia, March 21. Fater is 
an exec with RCA Victor Pecords 
in Camden, N. J. 


Mr. and Mrs. Gerry Graff, 
daughter, New York, Web. 28. 
Father is member of Johnny 


Long’s vocal group, “The Beach- 
combers.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ch 

daughter, Santa Monica, Mar 
Father is comedian-prix 
mother, former Oona O'Nei! 
daughter of playwright Eugene 
O'Neill. 
' Mr. and Mrs. Reginald N. H. 
Beach, son, Ottawa, March 14. 
Father is publicity director of sta- 
tion CKCO in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Crosby, 
daughter, New York, March 24. 
Father is N. Y. Herald Tribune 
i radio critic. 
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“Recommended: The MODERNAIRES 
at the Cocoanut Grove. You've heard 
them on the air and on records. In 
person, they re SHOW- STOPPERS.’ 


~~ 7, X, 2 E  ERSKINE JOHNSON, L.A. DAILY NEWS 





*The MODERNAIRES at the Cocoanut 
Grove despite Lent, income tax time 
all, have really taken the place 





and 
by storm.” "C 
WALT TALIAFERRO, L.A. DAILY NEWS acimen Co 
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Cwrrenily- 
ON RECORDS 


for COLUMBIA 
“TRIBUTES IN TEMPO” 


(Their LATEST Album) 


also 
Current Single Release ; 


JOHNNY GET YOUR GIRL” § wee HB Coast to Coast Every 


' : Mr. Thomas P. Sheile 
backed with 


‘BUSY DOING NOTHING’ oo c= © Tuesday and Thursday 


by. _ Dear Mr. Sheils: aS 5 
Pee ae 
at I wish to commend The Modernaires for their wonderful % kj 0) B ( i 0 S BY S 
ges performances in the Cocoanut Grove. Their appearance Eek 


Fi here, with the excellent orchestra of Carmen Cavallaro, ms s \} Nu 
Pee has beén the subject of most praise-worthy comments, ' if 
i? ani this show has enabled us to adhere to our strict ea. 

m policy of presenting nothing but the finest entertain- 
ment in the world, in the world famous Cocoanut Grove, 



































1 | Lahscunaas ps : forthe 

* , est re s . bumble. 
a SOUP CS. 

' PERSONAL MANAGEMENT , 








= PUBLICITY Shomas¥ I, 4; 
t | JERRY JOHNSON Associates ° DIRECTION 











